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Hello everyone, we hope this Family Update Newsletter finds you all well and you are enjoying the 
sunnier days! We’ve had a busy fortnight at school packed with engaging learning experiences.
Some of our classes took advantage of the lovely weather and visited the local nature reserve, while 
some of our Year 14 leavers enjoyed a trip to the Heart of the Park Cafe.

Our Headteacher, Ian, has been appointed as Executive Headteacher within the Shaw Education 
Trust. For more details on this development, please click here: www.tinyurl.com/IHS26HU. We will 
ensure to keep you all informed of the Headteacher recruitment process.

Looking ahead, we're gearing up for Mental Health Awareness Week beginning on Monday 13th 
May. The entire school will participate in various lessons and activities designed to enhance mental 
health awareness. Our next Family Coffee Morning will be on Wednesday 15th May at 9:30am where 
we will be joined by the NHS OTs and Physios who can answer any of your questions. 

Please also mark your calendars for the upcoming SEN United football match on Friday 17th May, with 
kick-off at 8:00pm. We encourage as many of you as possible to come and support the team, Ian 
Armstrong (Headteacher) and Katie Brown (Diamonds Class Teacher) are both playing on the blue 
team. More information is available on the next two pages.

Please check out the posters included later in this newsletter for more events lined up for the summer 
term. We are excited about what’s ahead and look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.

Reminder that Monday 6th May is a Bank Holiday and school will be closed to all students and 
staff.  Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable long weekend, Your Leadership Team.

Transport applications must be submitted to 
Derby City Council from 1st April 2024 and 
applications will close on 31st May 2024.
If you do not apply within this time scale your 
child’s transport will not be ready for the start 
of the school year.
You need to apply if your child is going into 
Reception (born between 1/09/19 – 31/08/20) 
Year 7 (born between 1/09/12 - 31/08/13)
Year 12, 13 or 14. (born between 01/09/07 – 
31/08/04)
Please click Home School Travel to apply or 
contact Home to School Travel Service on 
01332 642716

mailto:Ian.Armstrong@ivy.set.org
http://www.tinyurl.com/IHS26HU
https://myaccount.derby.gov.uk/en/service/home_to_school_travel_assistance
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We are thrilled to announce that we 
have received 40 free tickets for an 
accessible BSL-signed circus show at 
Derby Moor Academy, located next to 
Ivy House. These tickets were 
generously provided by Circus Starr, 
thanks to their partnerships with local 
businesses in Derby. 

Tickets are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Please contact the 
main office at 01332 777920 to let us 
know you would like to attend. Your 
tickets will be sent home with your child. 
If you need a wheelchair space, kindly 
reach out directly to Circus Starr at 
01260 288690.

The show begins at 4:45pm, don’t miss 
this exciting event! 

You can find out more information via 
their website on www.circus-starr.org.uk

Circus Starr – inclusive circus is in 
town! 

SEN United
SEN United is a charity fundraising football team raising money for 
Special Educational Needs Schools in Derby. The next game on the 
17th May will be raising funds specifically for The Friends of Ivy House 
School, which we are incredibly grateful to David and all involved for 
their support. We will also be selling raffle tickets (any donations of 
prizes would be greatly received if they could be sent into school) and 
there will be blackout cards and donation buckets on the night – big 
thanks to Kayleigh and #WeAreSEN for their support with this. Everyone 
is welcome so please bring as many friends and family down as you 
can to help us make the event a huge success. The bar will also be 
open for refreshments.

The game will be played at New Manor Ground, the home of Ilkeston Town Football Club, DE7 
8JF. More information on how to find is it available here.

There is a disabled bathroom, however the nearest changing spaces toilet is available at Ikea 
Nottingham, NG16 2RP (until 9pm), Harvey Haddon Sports Village, NG8 4PB (until 9.30pm) 
Bramcote Leisure Centre, NG9 3GF (until 10pm).

Please note, the club has requested that only players be allowed on the pitch.

http://www.circus-starr.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/WeAreSEN2022
https://ilkestontownfc.co.uk/new-manor-ground-2/
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Derby City Term Dates

Derby City Council have sent the following 
message for us to share with families. 
“We are consulting on the term dates for the 
academic years spanning 2025-26 and 2026-
27. This revised consultation has arisen due to 
the feedback we received on the initial 
consultation which took place between 
December 2023 and January 2024.
Consultation feedback identified that 
alternative term arrangements would impact 
positively on pupil attendance and 
achievement. Therefore, we are now 
consulting on Option A and Option B as 
detailed in the survey below.
We are looking to set the dates 
for two academic years, 2025-2027, and then 
review again based on the impact these 
alternate dates might have.”
The consultation can be 
found https://letstalk.derby.gov.uk/term-
dates-2025-to-2027

https://letstalk.derby.gov.uk/term-dates-2025-to-2027
https://letstalk.derby.gov.uk/term-dates-2025-to-2027
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Friends of Ivy House School
The Friends of Ivy House is the dedicated Parent, Carer, Teacher Association (PCTA) 
committed to raising essential funds to support Ivy House School, with a shared vision of 
enhancing the lives of its students. At the heart of this initiative is the belief that every 
student deserves enriching experiences that contribute to their holistic development.

The funds raised by The Friends of Ivy House are channelled towards creating impactful 
and memorable experiences for the students, ranging from educational outings and 
immersive activities to specialised programs that cater to their unique needs. By supporting 
this initiative, you are directly contributing to the enrichment of the students' lives and 
fostering an environment that promotes growth and empowerment.

To make a difference and be part of this transformative journey, The Friends of Ivy House 
has set up a GoFundMe page. Your generous donations will go a long way in ensuring that 
the students at Ivy House School have access to opportunities that go beyond the 
conventional classroom setting, fostering a well-rounded education. So far, we have 
raised over £1,300 so a huge thank you to everyone for their ongoing support.

Access our go fund me 
page here

The next meeting takes place 
on Thursday 9th May at 2:00pm. 
If you would like to get involved 
please email us at 
friends@ivy.set.org or contact 
the main school office.

We’re gearing up for our annual Summer Fair 
and would appreciate any support you are able 
to provide. 

Please let us know if you a willing to play a part 
in the lead up to the event or on the day. Any 
additional support would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Our next meeting…

You can follow the Friends of Ivy House on social media here:

Social Media

Summer Fair

Instagram Facebook LinkedIn

https://gofund.me/a5066746
https://gofund.me/a5066746
https://gofund.me/a5066746
mailto:friends@ivy.set.org
https://www.instagram.com/friends_of_ivy_house/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552931927920
https://www.linkedin.com/company/100284876/admin/feed/posts/?feedType=following


Important Dates
May Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May - school closed to all students and staff
Mental Health Awareness Week – Monday 13th May to Friday 17th May
Wellbeing Day (families invited into school) – Wednesday 15th May
Family Coffee Morning – 15th May 
Beach Day (families invited into school) – Thursday 23rd May
May Half Term – Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May
Immersive Experience Day – Thursday 27th June 
Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 10th July 
14-19 Prom – Friday12th July 
End of Year Awards Assembly – Thursday18th July  
Last day of Summer Term – Tuesday 23rd July 
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Check out some of our social media posts and follow us online!
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MOVE

MOVE Meetings
The MOVE team have identified some 
students who they feel would benefit from 
becoming part of the MOVE programme.
The first step of the MOVE process is to 
arrange a meeting between class staff, a 
MOVE senior practitioner, families and most 
importantly your child. At this meeting, the 
aim is to set goals that are important to your 
child and your family.

What is MOVE?
The MOVE programme and the physical 
curriculum at Ivy House place movement at 
the centre of learning. Being able to move 
allows us to learn much more effectively.
The MOVE Programme is designed to help 
families, educators and therapists work 
together toward specific goals for each 
individual pupil.
MOVE is activity-based, giving the pupils 
many opportunities to improve their sitting, 
standing and walking skills while 
participating in activities of daily living.
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