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News Update 26th April 2024

Dear parents and carers,

 A busy week in school with parents meetings and the return of our after-school clubs.  If you didn't
manage to catch your teacher for a meeting this week, please give the office a call and we can
arrange a meeting for you.

News:

 Miss Agnew leaving:  Firstly, It is with great sadness that I am writing to inform you that our
wonderful Assistant Headteacher Miss Agnew will be leaving us at the end of the Summer Term. 
Nicky has worked at the school for 28 years.  She has tirelessly worked as a class teacher, key
stage leader and over the last 7 years, has worked as our Assistant Headteacher.   As a team, we
are so sad to see her go and it will truly be like losing our right hand! We hope to send Nicky off with a
wonderful farewell later in the term.

 Speech and language therapy drop-ins are being made available by the NHS. Please see
the attached flyer for further information in relation to this. This new drop-in service is a
bookable session being run from the new Family Hub in Whitehaven. This is for parents of
children aged 2 years up to Key Stage 1.

Attendance:  We are aware that the What's app groups have been alive with the chatter about the
upcoming changes to the law around school attendance.  From August 2024, the government have
issued new statutory guidance to schools.  We are still working through this ourselves and preparing
for implementation in the Autumn Term, however we have put together a quick summary of the
changes. Please see the attached for more information.  

Celebrate good times:

 Our Golden Work superstars have been working their socks off this week:

Tory – Nursery –for drawing and writing, sharing his weekend news.

Mason – Y5- Wonderful independent emotive writing

Oliver – Y6 Fantastic Maths work using data

Willow – Y4 Super Science classification work

Corban, Isaac Y4 – independent decimal work – wow!

Summer Y4 – brilliant sentence structure in Literacy

Isaac - Y6 - Creating a superb fact file on London.



 Help Needed:

 'The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you'll learn, the more places
you'll go.'

Reading is a gift! We are looking for volunteers to help our children go places! We currently have a
fantastic reading volunteer in school who enjoys sharing books with our children. Would anyone else
be interested in supporting some of our children with their reading? Contact the school office as we
would love to welcome you into our school. You could really make a difference!

 Party in the Park:

We are holding our community event again to celebrate the talents of our wonderful children.  It will be
on Thursday 11th July from 3.30-5.00pm.  Auditions will take place during the week of the 20th May
so prime those voices, prepare those jokes and dust off the sequins, we would love to a whole range
of talents.

Reminders:

 Reporting Absence:  Please remember to report your child’s absence before 8.45am;  You can do this either in
person,  by telephone or by using our Jericho Primary School parent mail app. You can also email:         
admin@jericho.cumbria.sch.uk.  Each day we mark the registers between  8.50am and 9.00am then after lunch. 
If children are not present for registration and we have no reason for absence the law requires us to mark them as
late (if they then attend) or as unauthorised if we have no valid reason for absence. Our admin team will start to
ring Attendance parents/ carers to ascertain reasons for non-attendance shortly after 9:00 a.m.  This will be
followed by a parent mail message asking for contact to be made. We will continue to try to contact via telephone
until 10.30 am. If we still have no reason for absence a home visit will be carried out in accordance with our first-
day response procedure. Please help us by letting us know promptly if your child will be absent from school.

 Save the Dates:

26th April – Parents Evening – 5W (phone consultation)

29th April – Year 5 Parent Briefing for York Residential – in school 3:30 p.m.

3rd May – Parents Evening – 5W (phone consultation)

13th May – all Week – KEY STAGE TWO SATS

13th May – 16th May  - Year 5 Residential to York

13th - 16th May – Year Reception ,1,2,3 and 4 – Proride Cycling Lessons in School

20th May – 21st May – Year 3 Residential to Blencathra

22nd May – Year 1 Visit to Lorton

24th May – Year 5 – Author Visit to school – Tom Palmer

 

Half Term Break  - School closes on Friday 24th May

School opens for the Summer Term 2 on Monday 3rd June

 3rd June – 5th June  - Year 4 Residential to Hawse End

10th June – Kaefer Construction to visit Year 5



13th June – 14th June – Year 6 Windermere Outdoor Centre – Open Water Swimming and Water
sports.

17th June – 4W – Wild Rivers Visitor to School.

18th June – 4W – Wild Rivers Visit to Branthwaite Scout Camp

21st June – Sports Day and Colour Run

24th June – 27th June – Year 6 Residential to London

24th June – 3H and 3W – Maryport Aquarium Visit

25th June – 4H – Wild Rivers Visit to Branthwaite Scout Camp

3rd July – Year 6 Taster Day at St Benedicts

Thursday 11th July – Party in the Park

18th July – Y6 Leavers Assembly pm.  Leavers Party after school.

Friday 19th July – School Closes for the Summer Break.

School Opens for the Autumn Term - Wednesday 04 September 2024

Dates for 24/25

Autumn Term – Wednesday 04th September 2024 - Friday 20 December 2024

Half Term -  Monday 28 October to Friday 1 November 

Spring Term - Tuesday 07 January 2025 until Friday 04 April 2025

Half Term Break -  Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February

Summer Term - Tuesday 22 April 2025 until Friday 18th July 2025

Half Term Break - Monday 26 May to Friday 30 May



 

 

 
 

0 – 19 Child and Family support services - Copeland 

Registered Charity Number: 264 713 
 

 
Come along to our free Active Start sessions for 
children aged up to the age of 2-5 years 
(parent/carer participation is required! 😊)  
During different themed sessions we will be taking 
part in fun sports activities to encourage physical 
activity including: ball games and music & 
movement. 
 
Movement is so important for children's cognitive, emotional and social 
development as well as their physical development.  
Groups will be held outside  

For more information please contact - 
Rebecca.Butler@family-action.org.uk 

 
  
 

South Whitehaven Hub 
Friday 19th April 1:30-2:30 
Friday 17th May 1:30-2:30 
Friday 21st June 1:30-2:30 

 Active Start 



Attendance Matters  
Did you know: 

The link between attendance and attainment is clear:  In 2018/19, just 40% of 
persistently absent (PA) children in KS2 achieved expected KS2 standards, 
compared with 84% of pupils who regularly attended school.  

6% of PA children in KS4 got 9 to 4 in their English and maths GCSEs, compared 
with 84% of regular attenders. 

From September: 

 Every state school in England will now share their daily attendance registers across the education sector - 
including with the department for education and the local authority council. This is the next stage of the 
government’s drive to reduce pupil absence in school. 

 The sharing of daily school registers will help schools spot and support children displaying worrying trends of 
persistent absence or those in danger of becoming missing in education. 

 Schools and councils will be able to access this data via an interactive secure data dashboard maintained by 
the department for education. This will allow them easy use of the data to not only spot pupils in need of 
support but also to understand how their attendance position compares locally and nationally so they can 
look at where they might need to drive improvements.   

 Parent fines for unauthorised absences will be brought under a national framework to help tackle 
inconsistencies in their use. A fine to parents must be considered: 

If a child misses 5 days of school for unauthorised absence. 

 Alongside this, costs for fines will go up from £60 to £80 if paid within 21 days and from £120 to £160 if paid 
in 28 days which will ensure all parents are aware of when they might face a fine to ensure all councils are 
issuing fines appropriately.  

 Key guidance setting out how schools and local authorities must take a ‘support-first’ approach to help 
pupils and their families to tackle barriers to attendance will be made statutory from August 2024.  The 
working together to improve school attendance guidance sets expectations including regular meetings 
between schools and local authorities to agree plans for the most at-risk absent children.   

  

At Jericho  - Over the first 100 days of this school year – on average:  

 The large majority of children at Jericho have missed at least one 1 day of school, 
 Children with who have special educational needs at Jericho have missed around 7 

days of school.   
 Our pupils who receive Free School meals have lost 10 days of schooling – that’s 

10% of learning this year.  
 We have received over 100 requests for holidays this year – which we cannot 

authorise!  
 47 of these holiday requests from September 2024 would be automatically fined by 

the new national body for attendance.  
 

Overleaf is a guidance leaflet published by the DFE.  

 



 

Working together to improve school attendance   

Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits 
of school for your child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development.  
  

 
For some children, attending school every day will be harder than for others. This is why schools, and local councils in 
some cases, are committed to working together with families to solve problems and support your child’s school 
attendance. This guide covers two areas:  

• parents’ responsibilities1 for school attendance and what you need to do when your child needs to be 
absent.  

• How schools and local authorities will work with you to support your child’s attendance.  

Parents’ responsibilities   

What are my responsibilities for my child’s attendance?     

As a parent, you are legally responsible for making sure your child gets a suitable fulltime education, usually from the 
age of 5 to 16.   

For most parents, this will mean making sure your child is in school every day except when:   

- Your child is too ill to go to school.   

- You have permission for a leave of absence from your child’s school for them not to attend.  You should only 
ask for this in exceptional circumstances.   

- Your religious body has a day especially for religious observance. There are also some other circumstances 
for example where:  

- Your local council is responsible for arranging your child’s transport to school and it is not available on that 
day or has not been provided yet.  

- Your child attends an independent school that is beyond walking distance from home and your local council 
has not arranged for your child to board at or near the school or attend another school closer to home.   

- Your child does not have a permanent address and you are required to travel for work. (This exception only 
applies if your child attends their usual school or another school where you are staying as often as possible. 
This must be 200 half days or more a year if they are aged 6 or older.)  

  

  
Whilst some absence is unavoidable, it is important that your child is in school every day they can be for their 
learning, wellbeing and development.   

 

 

                                                           
1 The meaning of ‘parent’ in relation to a child includes any person who is not a parent but 
who has parental responsibility for the child or who has care of the child, as set out in section 
576 of the Education Act 1996.  

  



If my child needs to be absent from school, what do I need to do?  

You should contact their school as early as possible on the first day of absence to explain why. If you do not, your 
child’s school will contact you on the first morning of their absence to find out why your child is not in school.   
  
All parents can request a ‘leave of absence’ for their child which gives them permission to be absent from school. 
Your child’s school has the final say over whether to approve the request and for how long your child can be absent.   

My child has a short term illness. Do they have to go to school, and will I be 
penalised if they don’t?   

If your child is ill, read the NHS advice to help you decide whether they can go to school.  

If they are too ill to attend, you are not breaking the law and will not be penalised. You should let the school know 
as soon as possible on the first day of absence and schools must record such absences as authorised. If the absence 

due to illness is ongoing or frequent you should speak to child’s school to see what support can be put in place. Do 

I need to provide medical evidence to support my child’s illness related 

absence?  

If your child is too ill to attend school, schools must record these absences as authorised. In the majority of cases 
medical evidence is not needed, but schools may ask you for evidence where:   

- Your child is regularly absent because of illness, to assess how they can help your child by putting the right 
reasonable adjustments in place.  

- In a small number of cases where they have reason to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a 
conversation cannot resolve the issue.  

If you are asked to provide evidence this does not need to be a letter from your doctor or consultant, and doctors 
will not usually provide such letters. It can, instead, be appointment cards, prescriptions, or notes of previous 
consultations (including from the NHS App).   

A lack of written evidence must not prevent the right support being put in place or the absence being authorised if 
you can demonstrate your child was, or is, unable to attend, or is awaiting treatment. If you are asked for evidence 
you cannot provide, a conversation between the school, child and parent can help to resolve the issue.   

What should I do if my child needs a dental or medical appointment in school 
time?   

To avoid disruption to your child’s attendance, medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the 
school day whenever reasonably possible. When they are, you should ask the school in advance for a leave of 
absence and collect them as close to the time of the appointment as possible and return them to school for the rest 
of the school day afterwards.   

Accessing support to help my child attend school  

My child is struggling to attend because of an issue in school. Who can help 
us?  

The first step is to talk to your child’s school about why your child is missing school, and what help the school can 
give. You should still do everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible whilst waiting for help and 
support to be put into place.  



Information on who in school you can contact for help, including the school’s senior leader responsible for 
attendance, can be found in the school’s attendance policy on its website or available in hard copy from the school. 
The school and local council are expected to follow the expectations set out in the guidance document Working 
together to improve school attendance.  

If your child is struggling to attend because of something that is happening at school, their school is expected to 
work with you (and your child if they are old enough) to overcome the issues.  You should agree a set of joint actions 
with the school that you have all developed together to support your child.  This will often include a commitment to 
support you and your child by working together or help you to access support services in exchange for an agreement 
from you (and your child if they are old enough to understand) to take part in the support offered. The school will 
also arrange times for you to come together to review these actions and your child’s progress.   

Depending on the reasons for your child’s absence, this may take the form of an action plan, an early help plan, or a 
parenting contract.   

My child is struggling to attend because of an issue at home or getting to 
school. Who can help us?   

Again, talking to the school should be your first step. It is expected to help you access the support you need – such as 
from a school nurse or local housing or transport team.   

Your local council’s school attendance team is expected to work with the school and provide access to the support 
you need if the issues you or your child are facing are beyond the remit of the school. If there are lots of reasons for 
your child’s absence, local services are expected to work together to support you and your child. They are expected 
to provide you with a single action plan and lead worker to help and support you. In most cases this will be a 
member of school staff but it might be a member of local council or local healthcare staff.    

In exchange, you are expected to agree and take part in accessing the support once it has been put in place. It is 
advisable to regularly meet with your child’s school to review what is and isn’t working, involving your child if 
possible.  While waiting for help, you should still do everything you can to help your child attend as much as possible   

Accessing support for my child with long term illness or special 
educational needs and disabilities   

My child has a long term illness, special educational needs or a disability that 
is impacting their attendance. What help is available?   

If your child is regularly absent from school because of illness (regardless of whether it is mental or physical) or 
special educational needs or a disability, they have the same right to a suitable full-time education as any other child. 
You should work with your child’s school to discuss the reasons and make sure the right support is in place.   

All schools are expected to provide support in these cases. More information can be found in your child’s school’s 
policy on supporting pupils with medical conditions.  
  
Schools are expected to:   

- Work with you to make reasonable adjustments to help your child attend. These could include adjustments 
to uniform, transport, routines, access to support or lunchtime arrangements.   

- Ensure your child receives the right pastoral care and in certain cases consider a time-limited phased return 
to school where appropriate, for example for those who have anxiety about school attendance.   

- Work jointly with other services including your local council and health services.   
- For pupils with a long-term medical condition – either physical or mental – schools are also expected to 

make attendance support a key feature of any individual healthcare plan.  
- For pupils with Education, Health and Care plans - ensure access to any provision outlined within the plan.  



  
To make this work, it is important that you are open and work with your child’s school by sharing written 
information. This will help agree the right support and take an active part in agreeing and putting in place the 
solution.   
  
In most cases this will be sufficient, but no child should be out of school without appropriate education for more 
than 15 school days over a school year. Where additional support is needed, your local council is responsible for 
arranging alternative suitable fulltime (or close to) education for your child.   

If your child has an Education, Health and Care plan, and is out of school for more than  
15 days, we expect the school to inform the local council who is responsible for your child's plan. This is to ensure 
that they are aware of the situation and to seek their support for your child where necessary.  

Where can I get help if my child is too anxious to go to school?  

Attending school usually helps to protect your child’s mental health, for a range of reasons including giving them a 
chance to be with friends and to benefit from learning. However, some children can be anxious or worried about 
going to school, particularly around the start of the new year or joining a new school or class. This is a normal 
emotion, and not necessarily indicative of an underlying mental health condition.   

If their anxiety continues and becomes an attendance issue, you should speak to your child's school together with 
your child about why they are anxious and what can be done.  

You can find some useful advice at Young Minds, to help work through likely reasons together with your child, what 
to do and how to make sure that you get the right support if there are more serious issues.   

Getting help when support hasn’t been provided, or hasn’t worked  

Support isn’t working because my child’s current school place is not suitable 
for their needs. What can I do?  

Your first step is to discuss it with your child’s school to see if extra support can be given.   
If you are still having problems you can apply for a place at a different school or schools. Your local council will be 
able to provide details on how to apply.   
  
It is important that you don’t take your child out of their current school in the meantime – your application for 
another school may not be successful, for example, if it is full for that particular year group.   
  
If your child has an Education, Health and Care plan then it is helpful to discuss the best way forward with both your 
school and your local council’s SEND team.  

What action you can take if your child’s current school place is not suitable 
for their needs?   

If you have applied for a place at a school and it does not offer your child a place, you have the right to appeal this 
decision  Advice for parents and guardians on school admission appeals – GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).   

Mainstream education isn’t working for my child. Can I get help with an 
alternative provision?   

Your first step is to discuss it with your child’s school to see if extra support can be given.   



If you are still having problems you should discuss them with your local council. In many cases additional support can 
be provided to help a child remain in mainstream school. In a small number of cases where a child would not receive 
a suitable, full-time education without alternative provision, your local council is responsible for putting that in place. 

Where can I find help if my child’s school or the local council have not delivered 

what they are expected to?  

Your first step is to discuss it with school. Most issues can be resolved this way.  

You can also contact your local council’s school attendance support team.   

Your local Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) will be able 
to offer advice and support  

If these steps don’t succeed, you can make a formal complaint to the school or local council following their 
complaints procedure. All schools must have one and details can usually be found on the school website.    

If you believe that the school did not handle your complaint correctly there are different processes of how to 
complain depending on your child’s circumstances. If you do not believe your local council handled your complaint 
correctly you can make a complaint to the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman (LGSCO) at 
www.lgo.org.uk once you have completed the councils complaint process.  
  

Can my child’s school force me to remove my child from school and home 
educate?   
  
If your school has asked or is putting pressure on you to remove your child from school to home educate, this is 
known as off-rolling.   
  
Off-rolling is the practice of removing a pupil from the school roll without using a permanent exclusion, when the 
removal is primarily in the best interests of the school, rather than the best interests of the pupil. This includes 
pressuring a parent to remove their child from the school. While it may not always be unlawful, Ofsted and the 
Department believe that off-rolling is never acceptable.  
  
Elective Home Education should always be a positive choice taken by parents without pressure from their school.  
  
If you believe your child has been removed from the school site and formal suspension/permanent exclusion 
procedures have not been followed, you should approach the headteacher in the first instance to discuss the matter. 
If you are not satisfied, you can take up the issue with the governing board and in the case of a maintained school, to 
the local authority, or in the case of an academy, the trust. If you remain dissatisfied, you are able to write to the 
Department. You may also wish to consult the Coram Children’s Legal Centre.  

Formal and legal action where voluntary support hasn’t worked or 
isn’t taken up   

Will my local council take legal action against me?   

If your child is absent from school without permission or a valid reason, you are likely to be breaking the law. Where 
this happens, your child’s school or your local council will speak to you to understand the reasons. If your child hasn’t 
attended because they are struggling to, both your child’s school and your local council are expected to put the right 
support in place to help you.   

If you do not take part in that support, or it doesn’t work because more structured formal support is needed, then 
your child’s school or your local council may:   



- Invite you to agree to a parenting contract. This is not a punishment or a criticism of your parenting. It is a 
more formal action plan that sets out what you will do to improve your child’s attendance and what your 
child’s school and/or your local council will do to support this.   

- Apply to the family court for an education supervision order to ensure you and your child receive advice, 
assistance and direction to make sure they receive a suitable full-time education.    

  
If you do not make any efforts to improve your child’s attendance or it is clear you have knowingly allowed your child 
to be absent without good reason – for example, taking your child on holiday in school time without permission – 
your local council may prosecute you to protect your child’s right to a full-time education. Even during this process, 
you have the opportunity to accept and engage in voluntary support (such as an early help assessment) or formal 
support (such as a parenting contract or education supervision order) to prevent the case from going to court. If 
found guilty you may be given a parenting order, community order, a fine of up to £2,500 or in very exceptional 
circumstances a sentence of up to 3 months in prison.    

  

Glossary  

Attendance action plan – an informal agreement between you, your child if they are old enough to understand, their school and 
sometimes your local council about what actions supporting your child will take to improve their attendance.   

Community order – an order that can be made by a Court after you have been found guilty of knowingly failing to secure your child’s 
regular attendance rather than sending you to prison. This may include requirements for you to take part in certain activities or observe 
certain rules.   

Early help assessment – a voluntary assessment of what you and your family need help with to allow your child’s school and/or your local 
council to put the right support in place or help you access the right services.   

Education supervision order – an order that can be made by the Family Court to require a local council to advise, assist, and direct you 
and your child so that they receive suitable full-time education. This is not a criminal conviction, but persistently breaching the council’s 
directions can lead to prosecution.   

Leave of absence – permission given by your child’s school for them to be absent from school for a specified period of time. You should 
write to the head teacher and ask for a leave of absence before the time your child needs to be absent from school. They will only be agreed to 
in exceptional circumstances.   

Parenting contract – a formal signed agreement between you, and your child’s school and/or your local council agreeing what actions you 
will take to improve your child’s attendance and what the school/council will do to support you in this.   

Parenting order – an order that can be made by a Court after you have been found guilty of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance. You will be required to take part in certain activities or observe certain rules.   

Reasonable adjustment – a change made by your child’s school to remove or change something that is preventing your child from 
attending school.   

Regular attendance – attending school every day that the school is open in line with the school rules apart from in a small number of 
allowable circumstances.   

School attendance support team – the team in your local council who can help you with your child’s attendance.   

Special educational need (SEN) – Children and young people with SEN all have  
learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for them to learn than most children and young people of the same age. These children 

and young people may need extra or different help from that given to others.  

 



 

Safe, high quality care every time         Children’s Speech and Language Therapy 

 
Speech and Language Therapy Drop-In 
Family Hub, Whitehaven   
 

 

What is the Speech and Language Therapy Drop In? 

This new drop-in is a bookable session being run from the new Family Hub in Whitehaven. This 
is for parents of children aged 2 years up to Key Stage 1.  

The session will run on the first Monday of the month from 9:30-12:30.  

Where the first Monday is a Bank Holiday we will run the session the following week.  

 

What will happen at the Drop-In? 

Parents can talk through their concerns regarding their child’s speech, language or communication 
with a Speech and Language Therapist. Your child does not need to be present. 

Together we will agree the best next steps for supporting your child’s speech, language or 
communication at this stage.   

 

How do I book a slot at the drop-in?  

Please email WestSLTTriage@ncic.nhs.uk to book a session. Please include your child’s NHS 
number.  
 
 
If you would like to speak with a Speech and Language Therapist but this drop in time is not 
convenient or your child is in Key Stage 2 and above, you can call or email our advice service.  
 
Open Thursdays 09:30 – 12:30  

Advice Service Phone Number: 01228 608177 

Advice Service Email: CumbriaCommunicates@ncic.nhs.uk   
 


