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News Update 6th December 2024

Dear parents and carers,

Christmas is in the air! This year naughty elves seem to have made their way into various
classes and are causing mischief - especially in 6H where there are 7 of them! | have spoken
to some of you who have started this as a tradition at home! | hope you are enjoying the
mayhem they can cause! Here are a few reminders and notices for the week ahead:

Christmas Cards — Post-box in school — Our Christmas post-box has returned for the festive
season. If you child would like to write and give cards, they can post them in our school post-box
outside my office. The post box will be in operation with cards being delivered each day. Please
make sure children write names and classes on the envelopes.

Christmas Dinner Day and Jumper Day - Friday 13 December 2024

We will again be supporting Hospice at Home on Friday 13th December 2024 by asking children to
wear their Christmas Jumpers to school. If you would like to make a donation for this great cause,
please send your donation into school with your child.

Parents Evenings January wk beginning 13th Jan 2025 — A heads up and date for the new year.

Our parents evenings will take place on the 15th and 16th th yan 2025. Booking for these meetings
will open during the last week of term.

A message from the Police Fraud and Protection Team (Serious and Organised Crime

Unit) With Christmas coming up and people doing more online shopping, we thought it would
be a good opportunity to share some tips to do this more safely. Please see the attached
leaflet

Arbor - School Management Information System - Parent Portal: Our school has recently
transitioned to a new Management Information System (MIS) called Arbor, where we securely store
all student details, including parent contact information, consents, attendance, and more.

After Christmas, we will be launching the Arbor Parent Portal. This platform will allow primary
parents and guardians to:

« View and update your contact information.
o Check your child’s attendance data.
o Manage consents and other key details.

It is really important that all primary parents and guardians connect to the new Arbor Parent Portal —
please keep an eye out for more information after Christmas on how to log in! Thank you for your
cooperation!



St. John's Church, Hensingham - Free Festival Family Fun Day: Please see attached poster for
Festival Family Fun, crafts, food and games for the whole family - all free.

Key stage 2 Christmas performances- Children will be walking to St. John's Church next week on
the day of their performance. Please ensure children have a coat and are suitably dressed given our
wonderful Cumbrian weather! If you are not attending your child's performance at the church, please
make sure that you arrange collection promptly for the end of the performance. Most performance
will finish by 4:30-4:40 p.m.

PHOTOS FOR PERFORMANCE- As always please do not take photographs during our Christmas
performances or share images on any social media. During rehearsals etc we will take photographs
to share on our face book page ensuring any children who do not have permissions are protected.

Golden Work: Our Golden Work superstars of the week:

Georgie and Isla from year 4 for superb adventure story planning, drafting and editing!
Jonah in y1 for his super instructional writing

Rainey and Phoebe in year 1 for their super use of ICT in art

Online Safety: Over the years, Fortnite has become a household name in the gaming community. It
was one of the first titles in the ‘battle royale’ subgenre, where players are thrown into a chaotic free-
for-all on a sprawling map and fight until only one remains. Its cartoonish presentation and satisfying
gameplay loop make it a potentially attractive choice for young players. However, it's important to
remember that online safety risks are always present — especially in multiplayer games — and Fortnite
is no exception. This guide, put together with expert input, tells you all you need to know about the
safety concerns of this popular title and offers advice on how to protect children and young people as
they enjoy the game.

Looking ahead: Autumn 2 dates

13th Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day

School closes for Christmas 201 Dec at 1:30 p.m.
Spring Term Dates
School reopens for the Spring Term on Tuesday 7th January. Breakfast Club will be open on this day.

15th and 16th January 2025 - Parents Meeting in school.

Christmas Performances Key Stage 1 and Early Years:
Wednesday 11th December: Year 1 Christmas Performance - parents are to attend at 2:30 p.m.
Thursday 12th December: Year 2 Christmas Performance - parents are to attend at 2:30 p.m.

Friday 13th December: Reception Christmas Performance - parents are to attend at 2:30 p.m.

Christmas Performances Key Stage 2 at St. John's Church for Christmas
Monday 9th December: Year 3 Christmas Performance - parents are to attend at 4:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10th December: Year 4 Christmas Performance - parents are to attend at 4:00 p.m.



Wednesday 11th December: Year 5 Christmas Performance - parents are to attend at 4:00 p.m.
Thursday 12th December: Year 6 Christmas Performance - parents are to attend at 4:00 p.m.

(Children are to be collected after the performances at the church)



ONLINE FRAUD

Students and parents - are you shopping online for Christmas presents?
Follow some simple tips to stay free of fraud this festive season.

Don’t pay by transferring money directly to people or companies you don’t know.
You may lose it if it's a scam. If you can, pay by credit card.

Check a website is authentic.
Carefully check the address is spelled correctly. Type it in rather than clicking on a link.
Check consumer websites or reviews.

Make sure your shopping, online and banking payment accounts are protected
by strong passwords.
Don’t use them for any other account.

Be suspicious about unrealistically low-cost items.

If it seems too good to be true - it probably is.

Don’t click on links in emails, texts or posts that you’re not expecting.
They could be a fraudster’s trap - and don't open unexpected email attachments.

Make sure payment pages are secure.
Check addresses begin with ‘https’ (‘s is for secure) and there’s a closed
padlock in the address bar.

Fraudulent texts and emails claiming to be from home delivery companies
telling you that you owe a fee are commonplace.
Keep a record if you can of what you buy and which delivery firm the retailer is using.

ActionFraud
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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WHAT ARE Fortnite was launched back in 2017, but it remains massively popular — with more than 650 million

active players. That's partially due to the competitive nature of its player-vs-player combat, its pop

T\“E R,SKS? culture crossovers and its constantly shifting map. Significant updates are rolled out with each new
version of the game - known as ‘chapters’ — and within these sit shorter ‘seasons’.

IN-GAME COSTS
VIRTUAL VIOLENCE

POP CULTURE ) il
REFERENCES e O A FREQUENT UPDATES

- BE WARY OF SCAMS t’ﬂ ) ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER

Meet Our Expert

The
Lloyd Coombes is Editor in Chief of gaming and esports site GGRecon and , | .
has worked in the gaming media for around four years. A long-time e NCItIOhCﬂ
gamer, he is also a parent and therefore a keen advocate of online safety. . Co“e e@
Writing mainly about tech and fitness, his articles have been published X g P 9
on influential sites including IGN and TechRadar. :
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