
Pyenest Road  
Harlow  

Essex 
CM19 4PH  

 
Telephone: 01279 423485 

 
Email: office@jerounds.netacademies.net 

Jerounds Journal  

Volume  6, Issue  15 
 1st May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
 
"One, remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Two, never give up 
work. Work gives you meaning and purpose and life is empty without it. Three, if you 

are lucky enough to find love, remember it is there and don't throw it away." 
                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                        Stephen Hawking 
 
 
As another week concludes, during what can only be described as a rather 'surreal' period 
in your child's educational journey, I wanted to take a moment out to reflect upon the 
key messages that this period has taught us so far: 
 
From an Educational Perspective: 
It has been reassuring to see so many families embracing a new, 'virtual' way of learning 
- through online resources, the school website and through SEESAW - our exciting 
online platform. Whilst this virtual methodology may never replace the benefits afforded 
to a teacher pupil-relationship-type of learning, it has highlighted a possible future plat-
form for homework, which would both benefit the environment and best prepare our 
children for secondary learning and the work place. More significantly, however, has 
been the reformation of reading, maths and writing. The reassurance in importance of 
these three basic skills has been quite marked: providing access to any subject, curricu-
lum content and indeed assisting with a greater understanding of emotionally intelligent 
qualities. Such qualities, coupled with engaging, adult conversations around essential life 
skills (cooking, communicating, banking, etc.), will forever equip a child with all the 
necessary skills for the twenty-first century. Bravo, to all members in our community, 
who have supported home-learning in such a positive, inter-active way; challenging their 
own experiences of school, in order to embrace a 'brave new world' for their children. 
For those of you who have yet to take that leap of faith, I urge you to try, as the results to 
your child's development will be huge! 
 
From a People Perspective: 
Here, the response has perhaps been the most prevalent. Since the pace of life has been 
forced to slow down, for obvious reasons, and the environment has unquestionably im-
proved as a result of lockdown, people have taken the opportunity, during their daily ex-
ercise to reflect, consider new ideas and most of all... to be kind. In point of fact, going 
for a walk has never been a 'friendlier' experience - and I love to walk! Whether, one is 
out with the dogs, passing by a queue to the supermarket or simply performing essential 
daily duties for the needy, EVERYONE greets each other with a smile a nod of the head, 
or sometimes even a hearty  - 'good morning'. Our biggest hope therefore, is that these 
hugely important qualities do not simply evaporate as we now elude to the possibilities 
of a phased return to 'business as usual'. We are so fortunate here, at Jerounds, to work 
within an environment of 'teamship', where EVERYONE, staff, children and parents 
alike, always greet each other with a familiar greeting or smile. We tackle (quite literally 
on occasions!) any challenge and fully recognise the power and support network within 
our community and how it binds us inextricably together - for better.  or for worse. 

  



From a Social Perspective: 
Here the ramifications are colossal!! This pandemic has proven categorically that schools are the nucleus of socie-
ty - the golden thread combining all the discrete elements together, amicably: social care, medical care, child care, 
financial care and educational care. 
Despite this plethora of challenges - financial, emotional and physical - schools have  continued to support and 
drive stability to each and every one of our families. We have tele-
phoned, emailed, published information onto our website, sent out 
numerous parentmails (!), delivered food, resources, all in a  
conscious effort to role model, that this has indeed been a national 
crisis and we, as professionals, have a morale and civic duty to sup-
port and serve those in our charge.  
I feel immensely humbled daily, as I see the commitment and  
dedication of our staff to serve our community, I hope that you do 
too. I would also like to add, that it is not our intention to overwhelm  
families with our numerous weekly communications, or indeed  
contact from schools, we are simply here to ensure that all is being 
done to support the needs of your children and their extended family. 
 
 

Preparation for Re-opening of Schools: 
Until we receive further information from the Department of  
Education, next week,  regarding how they intend to organise a 
phased return to school for our children, we have nothing yet to  
report to you. However, I will in touch with you again next week, to discuss any further developments from the 
Department of Education regarding the planning and preparation for any phased return.   
 
 
Finally, as I continue to 'brow-beat' our entire community with the importance of reading, as a means to gain ac-
cess to an infinite set of possibilities, I have attached a hugely useful link to Pearson's reading. This link provides 
many exciting free reading links, but also a  sound philosophy for encouraging further reading in the home. All 
teachers are currently sharing excellent examples of good reading practice, three-times weekly with your children. 
Subsequerntly, I urge all parents and carers to take the time out this week and read. 
I have attached a super link that I hope will justly reinforce many of the excellent practices that your children have 
already been taught at school, coupled with some new ideas to help parents engage with their child's reading jour-
ney and love of learning: 
 

All that leaves me to say is well done for getting through another week.  Boris Johnson announced yesterday and 
high level plans to relax the lockdown will be revealed next week, including re-opening schools, so the work we 
are currently doing can hopefully dovetail into any forthcoming announcements.   Over the weekend, once again 
please do take time to unwind and relax and also to reflect again on all you and your staff are doing to support 
both critical workers and vulnerable pupils during this challenging time. 
 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend and week ahead, 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Mrs LauraÇiftçi BA (Hons) MEd 
Head of School 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Follow us on Instagram 
 
https://www.instagram.com/net_jerounds/  

Follow us on Twitter 
 
https://twitter.com/NET_Jerounds  
 

Keeping in touch 

Follow us on YouTube 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC1XzM1rHjqK6s3UgOEFj2lw  

https://www.instagram.com/net_jerounds/
https://twitter.com/NET_Jerounds
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1XzM1rHjqK6s3UgOEFj2lw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1XzM1rHjqK6s3UgOEFj2lw


Local Information 



Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service > COVID-19 Resource Hub 

COVID-19 Resource Hub 

The COVID-19 pandemic is undoubtedly a challenging time for families, children and young 

people. Personal health and bereavement aside, family life and daily routines have been 

significantly impacted upon. The closure of schools and enforced social distancing, including 

home working for many households, places a particular strain on family life. The purpose of 

this resource hub is to equip families to cope in these challenges times.  

Talking with your children about COVID-19  

• Be reassuring and let them know they are safe 
• Limit their exposure to the news 
• Take their concerns seriously 

Emotional and physical wellbeing – keeping positive  

• Try to get your news from reputable sources – e.g. BBC 
• Set aside time each day to connect with friends and family via 

telephone or social media 
• Keep active – this can be achieved easily at home with no special 

equipment 
• Try to do the “COVID 5 a day”, which is a daily set of goals or practices 

that will improve how you feel 

 

Safeguarding Resources 






