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welcome back!

Firstly, I would like to wish all our families a very
Happy New Year! I hope you all enjoyed the festive
break and the children were feeling ready and
excited to return to school. I have received a very
warm welcome from lots of them already.

Introductions
I will take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Mrs Hannah Roberts, I
am the new Headteacher at JC. Previously, I have worked as Assistant Head and
SENCo at a City school in Nottingham and most recently, held the role of Deputy
Head and SENCo at a school in Ruddington, Nottinghamshire. 

I feel very fortunate to be joining such a welcoming and committed team of people
at John Clifford as we embark on the next chapter of development for the school. I
look forward to updating you with some of our priorities and next steps and working
with the staff, pupils and parents to continue to strengthen the provision,
opportunities and community links. 

My working days are Monday - Thursday and I will not be present in school on a
Friday. As a parent of two daughters, having a day a week where I can be available
to take them to school is an important commitment for me personally. Therefore,
Mr Lumley, the current Headteacher at Springbank Academy will be available at
John Clifford if he is needed by any parents, pupils or staff. I am sure you will join
me in giving him a warm welcome.

Google Translate

https://translate.google.com/?sl=auto&tl=en&op=docs


Please note that Star Assembly will now take place on a
Monday morning so I can be in school to celebrate the
achievements of our wonderful pupils! I have already been
made aware by lots of children how important and enjoyable
this is for them so I am very much looking forward to it.

star assembly

Being green is good
During my first week I have seen lots of really impressive behaviour for learning and
lovely manners from the children. I feel it is important that we recognise and
celebrate when pupils are making the right choices as this promotes a happy and
safe school for everyone. Starting next week, we will be introducing some rules (set
out below), and when any member of staff sees a pupil displaying a consistent
positive behaviour - such as great listening in the classroom, holding the door open
for someone else and generally meeting our high expectations they will be given a
raffle ticket. They write their name on the back and post it into a box in their
classrooms. The more raffle tickets, the greater the chance of being the class VIP
for the following week. The VIP will have special treatment the following week, this
can be a choice of: a teddy on their table, wearing a VIP lanyard, sitting on a comfy
cushion in class all week or a drink and biscuit with Mrs Roberts. I did joke that they
would have to listen to Taylor Swift music with me, which seemed to deter a few! It
would be great if you could talk to your child about these rules.



next week’s menu

We are currently without a site manager at John Clifford, fortunately a member of
our existing site team has offered to work some additional hours to support in
ensuring the school is safe and well maintained until a new person is in post. Many
thanks to Sakura for taking on this temporary role. Whilst I didn’t get the opportunity
to work with Lee, I know he will be very missed and wish him the best in his new job!

Site manager

a reminder of timings 

School opening hours are 8:50am – 3:25pm
Gates open at 8.30am
School starts at 8:50am - therefore children need to arrive by 8.45am
If your child is late (8.50am onwards) please come to the school office to be signed in.
Morning nursery starts at 8.40am and afternoon nursery at 12.25pm.
Gates open at 3.15pm, gates close at 3.35pm



Date Event Participating Year Group

Wednesday 14  - Friday 16
January

th th

Willersley Residential Year 6

Thursday 29  January th Bikeability - Level 1 Year 4

Thursday 30  Januaryth Bikeability - Level 1 Year 4

Friday 6  Februaryth Number Day Whole school

Monday 9  Februaryth Bikeability - Level 1 Year 5

Tuesday 10  Februaryth Bikeability - Level 2 Year 5

Wednesday 13  Februaryth Bikeability - Level 2 Year 5

Friday 13  February - last day of Spring term 1th

Pupils return to school on Monday 23  Februaryrd

diary dates

Attendance matters

Whilst we are experiencing cold weather, can we please ask that
children are sent to school with warm clothes and suitable footwear,
there are some patches on the playground that remain quite icy and
slippery despite gritting. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Attendance above 96% gives
your child the best chance of
success for the future.
If there is a barrier to good
attendance please contact
school directly to arrange a
meeting with a member of the
Senior Leadership Team. 

Cold weather


