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Next week in school we will be celebrating ‘National Storytelling Week', taking part in
some of the free activities available to schools. National Storytelling Week 2026 is a
celebration of oral storytelling, reading and writing for pleasure. Attached to the
bulletin is a resource to support with storytelling at home, which we hope you will
enjoy alongside your child(ren).

TOPS TIPS FOR READING AT HOME

1. Take breaks while reading - Your child doesn't have to read an entire book in one go!
Any time spent sharing or talking about a book is beneficial.

2. Build reading into your child's daily routine - Find a regular time for reading in your
child’s day, so that they can begin to expect it as part of their routine.

3. Encourage your child to follow their interests - Let your young children choose the
books they read. You can do this by keeping books on a shelf they have regular access
to, or presenting them with two to three books and letting them choose.

4 . Create a cosy place in your home - With your child create a ‘reading corner’, which
can be any size you like. Let your child decorate it with their favourite books and soft
toys, so they look forward to going there to read.

4. Use technology together - Using apps to read e-books, listen to audiobooks or sing
nursery rhymes.

5. Encourage your child to be the author - Build writing and drawing into your routine at
home by helping your child tell a story. When telling stories, children are practising
important language skills, such as past and future tense and transition words.

6. Share stories using the pictures in the book instead of the words - Picturesare.a
great support for young and struggling readers. They are enjoyable to look at, capture
children’s attention and help them make sense of what they are reading.



https://translate.google.com/?sl=auto&tl=en&op=docs

READING CHALLENGE!

Every child will come home with a reading challenge - take
part next week to be entered into a prize draw!

Mrs Roberts challenges you to a minimum of 5 reads next week. This
can be listening to someone read you a story, reading to yourself orto a
family member.

Return the slip to your class teacher to receive a sticker and to be entered into the
prize draw to win a new book!
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Storytelling games to play at home

Story-making with objects

Collect 6-8 random small objects in a box or bag. You can use anything - a teddy,
a coin or a fork. Take it in turns to pick an object without looking and use it to
make up a story together. For example, if you take out a teddy, you could say,
“Once upon a time, there was a tiny bear who..." Then, take out another object
and decide what happens next: “Once upon a time, there was a tiny bear who
found a shiny, gold coin. He picked it up and...” Build a story using all the objects.

As each object appears, think about what it sounds like in real-life, or what it
might sound like in your imagination. Could the teddy hum a tune or could you
say “mmmm” as if you're enjoying food when you pick up your fork? Layer these
sounds to create the perfect soundtrack to your story.
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NUMBER DAY - FRIDAY 6™ FEBRUARY - NON-UNIFORM

On Friday, 6th February 2026, we are inviting your child to ‘dress up for digits’ to
support the work that the NSPCC does. Pupils can wear an item of clothing with a
number on it (football shirt, netball shirt, stick numbers to clothing), or get even
more creative by dressing in a maths or number theme.

Ad(ditionally, we would like to raise some money to support the charity and ask, if
you are able, to make a voluntary donation of £1. All money raised will support the
ongoing work that the charity does for children and their families across the United
Kingdom. We want all pupils to enjoy the day and if they do not wish to dress up or
come in their own clothes then they can come to school in their usual school
uniform.
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DIARY DATES TO BE AWARE OF

Friday 6™ February - Non-uniform day for NSPCC Number Day
Monday 9™ February - Bikeability - Leve 1 - Year 5

Tuesday 10" February - Bikeability - Level 2 - Year 5
Wednesday 11" February - Bikeability - Level 2 - Year 5
Thursday 12" Febrauary - Bikeability Level 2 - Year 5

Friday 13" February - Bikeability Level 2 - Year 5

Friday 13" February - Last day of Spring Term 1

LUNCH MENU FOR NEXT WEEK
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