	AUTUMN TERM 2026
Robin Class
Our focus: WATER
A parent/carer guide to what we are learning and simple ways to support learning at home.
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Home learning can be short and practical. A few minutes of reading, talking, cooking, shopping, measuring or practising independence can make a real difference. Choose the ideas that suit your child and repeat them as often as helpful.
	LEARNING IN SCHOOL
	Supporting learning at home

	English

	We will be learning about
• Phonics and spelling patterns.
• Independent and 1:1 reading.
• Handwriting and punctuation.
• Fiction: The Lost Whale by Hannah Gold.
• Non-fiction: whales, sea creatures and ocean habitats.
	Ideas to try at home
• Read with your child or read a story together. Encourage them to find books they enjoy. 
• After reading, ask: What happened? Who was in the story? How did they feel?
• Practise simple writing at home, such as a shopping list, card, note or short diary entry.
• Ask your child to tell you about a book or story they are reading at school.
• Practise any sounds, words or spellings that are sent home from school.
Useful websites:
PhonicsPlay - free games:https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
Oxford Owl - free eBooks: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/
Natural History Museum - whales: https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/whales.html

	Maths

	We will be learning about
• Place value: counting and understanding number.
• Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.
• Time, money and measurement.
• 2D and 3D shapes.
	Ideas to try at home
• Count things around the home, such as steps, coins, toys or food items.
• Use money when shopping and talk about prices and change.
• Practise telling the time using clocks, phones or TV schedules.
• Measure things when cooking or around the home using cups, scales, a ruler or tape measure.
Useful websites:
Topmarks - place value: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/place-value
Topmarks - money: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/money
Topmarks - measures and time:https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/measures

	Science

	We will be learning about
• The water cycle: how water moves around Earth.
• Changing states: solid, liquid and gas.
	Ideas to try at home
• Talk about water you see at home and outside, such as rain, puddles, ice and steam.
• Freeze some water and talk about what happens when the ice melts.
• Look at a puddle after rain and see what happens to it over time.
Useful websites:
Met Office - water cycle experiment: https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/water-cycle




Autumn learning continued
Practical activities at home can support communication, independence and confidence as well as subject knowledge.
	LEARNING IN SCHOOL
	Supporting learning at home

	Computing / ICT

	We will be learning about
• E-safety and how to stay safe online.
• Researching oceans and sea creatures.
• Typing and using common programs such as Microsoft Word and PowerPoint.
	Ideas to try at home
• Talk about how to stay safe when using the internet.
• Remind your child not to share personal information online.
• Talk about who they can tell if something online worries or upsets them.
Useful websites:
Childnet - online safety: https://www.childnet.com/resources/video-lessons/the-m-rule/
CEOP Education - online safety resources: https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/professionals/resources/

	Art

	We will be learning about
• Exploring watercolours.
• Ocean- and sea-themed creations.
• Reusing everyday materials to create models and artwork.
	Ideas to try at home
• Draw or colour a picture using any materials you have at home.
• Look closely at colours, shapes and patterns in pictures or objects.
• Make a collage using scrap paper, old magazines or clean packaging.
• Use boxes, tubes or other recycled materials to make a model.
Useful websites:
Recycled craft ideas: https://artsycraftsymom.com/recycled-crafts-for-kids/

	Food Technology

	We will be learning about
• Food hygiene and kitchen rules.
• Safe food storage.
• Preparing healthy dishes and lunches.
• Skills such as measuring, slicing, peeling, mixing and rolling out.
• Washing and drying equipment.
	Ideas to try at home
• Let your child help make a simple snack or meal.
• Practise simple kitchen jobs such as measuring, mixing, spreading or peeling.
• Talk about which foods belong in the cupboard, fridge or freezer.
• Encourage your child to help wash, dry and put away equipment.
Useful websites:
Food a Fact of Life - additional needs cooking: https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/pupils-with-additional-needs/cooking/cooking/
Food skills videos:https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/food-skills-videos-additional-needs/

	PE

	We will be learning about
• Why warming up is important and the three parts of a successful warm-up.
• Basketball.
• Badminton.
	Ideas to try at home
• Be active together by walking, dancing, cycling or playing outside.
• Practise a short warm-up before being active.
• Practise throwing and catching a ball, or keeping a balloon in the air.
Useful websites:
NHS - 5-minute warm-up video: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/how-to-warm-up-before-exercising/




Humanities, PSHE & learning for life
Our wider curriculum links the “Water” theme to the world around us, history, the environment and everyday life.
	LEARNING IN SCHOOL
	Supporting learning at home

	Humanities

	We will be learning about
• History: the Transatlantic Slave Trade.
• Geography: the water cycle and wet and dry regions of the world, including Arctic and desert environments.
	Ideas to try at home
• Talk about things that happened in the past, such as family events, birthdays, holidays or things your child remembers.
• Make a simple timeline of your child's life. Add important events such as being born, starting school or moving house.
• Look at old family photos and put them in order from oldest to newest. Talk about what has changed.
• Look at a map or globe together. Find the UK and another country and talk about how the weather might be different.
Useful websites:
Met Office - weather and climate resources: https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/resources-for-7-11


	PSHE / Environment

	We will be learning about
• Looking after the environment at school, at home and in the wider world.
• Helping others and contributing at home.
• Recycling, reusing and considering how long materials take to break down.
• Recognising and talking about our emotions.
	Ideas to try at home
• Give your child a simple job to help with at home.
• Sort recycling together and talk about what can be reused.
• Look for simple ways to save water and electricity at home.
• Talk about ways we can be kind, helpful and look after our environment.
• Help your child recognise and name feelings as they arise, for example happy, sad, worried, angry or excited.
Useful websites:
Recycle Now - schools and family resources: https://schools.recyclenow.com/resources/


Ways to celebrate learning at home
	Please tell us about new skills or achievements your child has developed at home.
• This might include a swimming award, helping with a household job, travelling independently, trying a new food, reading something new or learning a practical skill.
• You can write in the home-school book, send in a photo where appropriate, or simply let us know. We would love to celebrate these achievements at school too!


Quick 5–10 minute ideas linked to “Water”
	Talk, read and investigate
• Keep a simple weather diary: sunny, cloudy, rainy, windy, hot or cold.
• Choose a whale or sea creature and find three facts together.
• Look at a map and find an ocean, a desert and a cold region.
	Practical learning
• Measure water into cups or jugs and compare how much each container holds.
• Freeze a small amount of water, then watch and talk about what happens as it melts.
• Do a home water-saving hunt: can you spot one way to use less water?



Thank you for supporting your child’s learning at home.
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