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This term in Sparrows our theme is “Our Environment”

	We will be learning about…
	Please help me at home by

	English

Poetry and rhyme
Making simple sensory or acrostic poems.



We will be looking at the use of adjectives, and how these can make our writing more interesting.

How we can write creatively using our senses to describe what we can see, hear and feel.


Writing for different purposes – Writing lists and menus.






We will be continuing our Twinkl Phonics and Rhino Readers schemes throughout the school year.







We will be having plenty of class based group discussions and be encouraging participation either verbally or through PEC’s symbols to aid our speaking and listening targets.

	

Read poems and rhymes with me at home.
Play games with rhyming words.



Choose an item to describe and look at it together eg an orange. Ask your child to explore it using their senses - what it looks like, what it smells like, what it feels like. Use the words your child suggests to create a descriptive sentence together about the item.


At home and in the community – encourage me to look at different ways in which writing is used – letters, postcards, advertising, newspapers, signs, billboards, text messages, emails etc.


Listening to me read or sharing books at home with me. 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
Ask me questions about what I have read, can I tell you what happened at the beginning of the story, what happened at the end, who the characters were etc.

Talk to me about what I have done at school. Ask me questions about things we did together at the weekend. This will help me talk about my weekend news at school.

	Maths

Reading and writing numbers to 10 and beyond.
Matching numbers to quantities.

Counting songs and number sequences.
Simple addition and subtraction




Looking at 2d and 3d shapes
Making simple linear repeating patterns.






Recognising coins and using these to pay for items in a shop.



	

Play simple counting games with me such as Hungry Hippos or Snakes and Ladders.

Ask me simple addition or subtraction questions eg “I’ve got 3 sweets and you have got 4. How many are there altogether? “Count together and then say aloud “so 3 sweets add 4 more equals 7”. 

Look for shapes in the environment around me and ask me questions about them eg “what 3d shape is the football?  How many corners does the square window have?” etc.




When we go shopping allow me to pay for an item myself. Ask me what coins I have in my hand, how much it costs? See if I can work out how much change I will get.
Try this coin sorting game online… https://www.topmarks.co.uk/money/coins-game




	Science

In Science we will be looking at growth and change. We will consider what living things need to thrive and will consider how animals have adapted to their surroundings.





We will investigate different habitats and look at simple food chains.






As part of National Recycling week we will be practicing sorting materials and exploring their properties. We will be conducting an experiment to test whether materials are biodegradable.



As part of our AQA awards we will also be looking at our senses and the sense organs.
	

If you have a pet at home, encourage your child to think about what it needs, where it sleeps etc.  Encourage them to play an active role in the daily care needs for their pet. 

In the garden let me tend to the plants, observe any changes and consider what they need to grow.

Let me try to complete these habitat puzzles and learn facts about habitats along the way. https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/games/puzzles/article/puzzles-habitats



Encourage me to help sort the recycling at home.
Maybe I could sort out my toys and books and reuse them by taking them to a charity shop?  Try this recycling game…https://www.turtlediary.com/game/recycling-waste.html







	ICT
We will be practising being as independent as possible when using the computer to log on and off, to type, and to perform internet searches.
We will also be investigating a variety of simple computer software such as powerpoint, word and paint. 

For our AQA work ‘Geography around me’, we will be exploring Google Earth. Finding our houses and exploring features and places nearby.








Later in the term we will take part in the ‘Hour of Code’ and try our hand at simple coding sequences.
This year we will also be exploring
Hour of AI



In our theory - based lessons we will investigate how technology is used in our wider environment, identify and label the parts of a computer and explore objects that use cause and effect.

We will also look at internet safety and how we can deal effectively with cyber bullying.

	
If I have access to a computer help me to practise being independent when logging on.  Explore different software with me such as Microsoft word or Google search.




Ask me if I know my address, practice this with me if not so I can learn it.




Use remote control toys at home that use direction arrows.  Play games online using direction arrows or simple coding such as Lego bits and blocks or Minecraft.



You can explore some of the resources for this here… 
https://csforall.org/en-US/activities/hour-of-code

https://code.org/en-US/hour-of-ai


When we are out together look for different examples of technology being used in the community. Talk to me about why we need it. Eg “What would we do if there weren’t any traffic lights? How do they help us?”

Talk with me about ways I can stay safe online and ways to report something you don’t like. https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/interland



	Art

In art we will be exploring the natural landscape.

Painting, collaging and weaving with stones, sticks and leaves.

Painting with petals and printing poppies.



Drawing from observation, and incorporating photography in our artwork.


	

Look at paintings of nature by famous artists. Talk with me about what I can see in the paintings, what colours have been used, how they make me feel.


Have a go at this online paint by numbers game…
https://pixelartgame.online/pages/flower/

Give me opportunities to go outside and practice my observational drawing skills.    Encourage me to take photos with either a camera, mobile phone or Ipad.

Try this online art game
https://thisissand.com/

Encourage me to take part in some simple creative art at home for example making tissue paper collages or moulding and sculpting plasticine.

	Design Technology

Our design challenge this term is to make an object that incorporates a simple machine.










In cookery we will be looking at healthy eating and how our food requirements change as we grow.
	

Use construction toys to build with.

Have a look at items at home and discuss with me how they are made. Do they use any simple machines in their construction? For example  a see saw is a lever, a slide is an inclined plane. 
Help me to learn all about Simple Machines with this song… The Simple Machines Song | Science Songs | Scratch Garden

Help me to make simple snacks and drinks.  Let me make choices about the food I make. If I’m making a sandwich offer me a choice of fillings etc.





	RE
 
We will be learning about different religions around the world.

We will explore similarities and differences within these religions.

We will discuss the importance of respecting other beliefs.

	

Discuss with me places that are important to us.  When out acknowledge the variety of places of worship you may come across.  Encourage me to think about how these places are important to people.



	PSHE

We will spend the first part of the term focusing on settling into the class, building relationships with one another. As part of this we will be thinking about our likes and dislikes, our similarities and differences and the importance of respect.

Discussing and debating environmental issues.






As part of PSHE and life skills we will be applying for our chosen classroom job and experiencing an interview. Class jobs will be changed termly.

Zones of regulation and feelings work. 
Sensory exploration.

Sharing and communicating with our friends.
Being Kind to others. Empathy work.








	

Look at different environmental issues in the news etc. Talk about them with me. Think about ways we can help the planet.


Talk to me about my likes and dislikes. 

Visit Kids Earth. Org and look you’re your child at some of the topics raised on here. Ask them what their opinions are and why they feel that way. https://kids.earth.org/



Encourage me to help out around the house – making my bed, tidying my toys or helping to wash up etc.


Play games with me that encourage me to share and turn take.
Read books at bedtime that encourage empathy and make me think about the importance of kindness to others.


	We will be taking part in a variety of AQA courses including Science, Geography, English and Maths.
	



	WOW Moments!  
Please let us know if there is anything new, your child has learned at home. 

We’d love to celebrate at school too!



image1.png




