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	Name
	Phil Portwood

	Category of governor
	Phil was first appointed as a Governor in 1982, is now a co-opted community governor, and is thought to be the longest ever serving Governor of the School.

	Term of office 
	He has spent three periods as Chair of the Governing Body and is now Chair of the Resources Committee.

	Work 
	Phil was also a non-executive director of the local NHS for 15 years, and at a London level was the Deputy Chair of the London Fire Authority and Chair of the powerful London Councils Transport and Environment Committee.

Now retired, he remains a Trustee of the Acton (Middlesex) Charities and Secretary of the Ealing Borough Co-operative Party.  He still lives close to the school in East Acton as he has for all his life.

	Governance experience
	Phil was also a Governor of Faraday High School (which he attended) and its successor Acton High School from 1982 to 2005 and chaired its Governing Body for eleven years,  



	Hobbies and interests
	He was a local Councillor for the school’s catchment area in East and North Acton for 22 years, and served as the Millennium Mayor of the Borough (the only ex-John Perryn pupil to have been Mayor) and in many other key community roles such as an inaugural local cabinet member and Chair of Finance.

	Links to the school/area
	Phil was a pupil at John Perryn from 1963 to 1969, and his Dad was in one of the first two years of pupils here in the 1930s.  

	Why did you become a governor? 
	On Phil’s 30th anniversary as a John Perryn Governor in 2012, he was asked to write a brief article about his experience in the role.  An updated version of this is attached. 
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BEING A JOHN PERRYN SCHOOL GOVERNOR by Phil Portwood (written on my 30th anniversary as a Governor of John Perryn in 2012)

I have a very special relationship with John Perryn School.  I was a pupil here for all my primary schooling in the 1960s, and my Dad was in one of the first two years of pupils at John Perryn in the 1930s.  My sister Lynn – now a Doctor of Chemistry – was also here until the age of 11, and my Mum was a leading light in the PTA for many years before going on to set up and run the local Old Oak Church Playgroup for over a quarter of century (John Perryn kids used to ask me “Are you Joan’s son ?”).

With all of this history, you won’t be surprised that I’m passionate about John Perryn School. Apart from my wonderful Mum and Dad, John Perryn did more than anything else to make a success of my and Lynn’s lives. Lynn became Dr Portwood and I became Councillor Portwood and then Mayor Portwood in large part because of the start that we got at John Perryn. Our John Perryn education led us to be the first members of our working class family ever to go to University, or even to stay at School beyond 14 years of age.

And that’s why I first became a Governor of the School 30 years ago this year.  I was then 23 years old, and as now was a local community campaigner working to get a better deal for East Acton.  A lovely gentleman called Tony Oliver was a Governor of John Perryn, and we had worked together on local campaigns. In May 1982 he said to me “if you want to improve the lives of your East Acton neighbours, there is no better way than being a local School governor.”  Tony nominated me to replace him as John Perryn Governor, and I’m still here 30 years on.  

I’m one of the few people who have visited every School in this Borough (because of my time as the Millennium Mayor), and I know from this that there are few sets of pupils who are as sparky, warm, and (almost always) well-behaved as ours at John Perryn.  I get the same joy now in talking and working with John Perryn students as I did when I started as a Governor before most of our parents were even born.  Of course we have our challenges and problems, and almost always have had, but the John Perryn approach is and must be to beat those challenges by giving inspiration rather than giving excuses.

So, what have I learned after 30 years as a Governor at John Perryn School?  For what it’s worth, there are three rules (“three nevers”) that I would recommend to all Governors (and indeed parents):

· Never talk down the school – you should always raise any concerns that you or parents have with the Head or in Governor meetings, but don’t go around badmouthing the school to others (there are enough people elsewhere who look down on East Acton – we should be proud of our children, school and community)

· Never forget you’re not a teacher – you should always apply commonsense to ask whether teaching is good or appropriate, but always remember that teachers are trained professionals doing a job that most of us wouldn’t last a day doing

· Never talk down to children – John Perryn children love to ask questions, and I always try to be honest, polite, un-pompous, and plain speaking in trying to answer them.  My mum always said, rightly, that even young children can see through fake and insincere people – and who wants a world where children don’t ask questions?

And above all, enjoy being around John Perryn children – I always leave a school visit in a more positive mood than when I go in and feeling privileged to be a Governor of John Perryn School.

Phil Portwood
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