John Perryn Primary School

Whole School Overview — Music

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Year 1

Pitch

Introduce the concept
of pitch. Express
higher and lower pitch
using voice and whole
body movement.
Introduce Solfege and
Kodaly hand signs.

Work towards
memorising how
some of the notes
sound and growing
ability to
recognise/name some
notes by ear.

Sing songs with some
understanding of
pitch and create
simple
choreographies.

Beat

Walk, move or clap a
steady beat, respond
to changes in tempo.
Practice keeping the
beat steady- use body
percussion and un-
tuned percussion
instruments.

Play repeated rhythm
patterns (ostinati) and
short, pitched patterns
on tuned instruments
(e.g. glockenspiels or
chime bars) to
maintain a steady
beat.

Respond to the pulse
in recorded/live music
through movement
and dance; Ask to
practice tapping to a
steady beat to e.g.

- Jai Ho from Slumdog

Difference between Beat and

Composition and

Rhythm

Discuss the difference

between beat and rhythm.
Practice recognition of these

two concepts.

Introduce crotchets and
semibreves.

pitch

Create music in
response to non-
musical stimulus (e.g.
storm, car race,
rocket launch).

Improvise simple
vocal chants using
question and answer
phrases. Create
musical sound effects
and short sequences
of sounds in response
to stimuli, e.g.
rainstorm, train
journey. Combine to
make a story, select
classroom
instruments (e.g.
rainmaker) or sound-
makers (e.g. rustling
leaves)

Sing a wide range of

Sing simple songs,

Songs with

chants and rhymes

choreographies

Sing Boom Chicka
Boom from memory,
singing collectively
and at the same
pitch, responding to
simple visual
directions (e.g. stop,
start, loud, quiet)

Learn a selection of
songs from musicals.
Create simple
choreographies.
Practice singing with
movement.

Record and/or
perform to audience
e.g. other year
groups.
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Millionaire

- Bobby McFerrin,
Don’t worry be happy
- Mozart, Rondo Alla
Turca

call and response
songs (e.g. Pretty
Trees Around the
World from Rhythms
of Childhood) Control
vocal pitch and match
the pitch they hear
with accuracy.
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