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“ If school was a marathon,

Sixth Form was the lap of honour ”

We are incredibly proud to have
a vibrant Sixth Form with a
strong identity and clear vision.
Our aim is to work with students
to help them maximise their
academic potential and prepare
for life beyond Sixth Form.
We also want our students to
have a great time whilst in our
Sixth Form, both in and out
of lessons.

EXPLORE

2

JRS

YOUR FUTURE

WITH US

Contents
WELCOME

4

FROM THE COMMITTEE

6

A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

8

STUDENT SUPPORT & GUIDANCE

10

ENRICHMENT & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

12

WIDER OPPORTUNITIES & EXTRA-CURRICULAR

14

UCAS ADVICE & GUIDANCE

18

PROGRESSION TO OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE

19

STUDENT VIEWS

20

APPRENTICESHIPS

21

ADMISSION INTO THE SIXTH FORM

24

SUBJECTS & COURSES

26

A LEVEL
Art and Design – Fine Art, Graphics, Photography, Textiles
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English – Language, Literature
French
Geography
History
Mathematics – Further
Media
Music
Philosophy
Physical Education
Physics
Politics
Product Design
Psychology
Sociology

28
33
34
35
36
37
38
41
42
43
44
46
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55

BTEC / APPLIED
Health & Social Care – Diploma, Extended Certificate
Extended Certificate in Sport
Applied Business
IT

57
59
60
61

APPLYING FOR A PLACE

63

SIXTH FORM

3

Welcome
JOSEPH ROWNTREE SIXTH FORM
It is my pleasure to introduce the Joseph
Rowntree Sixth Form prospectus. This book
should give you a real flavour of what it is
like to be a part of our Sixth Form community
and how we support the young people we
work with to excel in whatever they do,
preparing them for their next steps in life.

We are incredibly proud to have a vibrant Sixth
Form with a strong identity and clear vision.
We aim to work with students to maximise
their academic potential and prepare them
for their life beyond Sixth Form. We also place
a high priority on our students enjoying their
Sixth Form experience, both in their lessons
and through the enrichment activities and
social events that we run throughout the year.
Students in our Sixth Form enjoy academic
success and achieve personal goals. They
are stimulated to learn in an engaging
learning environment, with challenge and
collaboration key aspects of how we ensure
that all students are supported to reach
their potential. Subject teachers and the
Sixth Form pastoral team work together with
students to achieve this, and this rounded
support is seen as a real strength by our
students, and they appreciate it immensely.
The number of students who get back in
touch to tell us how they have continued
to achieve after they leave is testament to
the positive experiences they had with us.
We have students getting back in touch to
tell us they have graduated from university,
landed their dream job or been successful on
an apprenticeship programme, and we are
delighted to hear from every one of them.
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We have an excellent record of progression
into higher education, with most of our
students gaining access to their first choice
institution. Our students go on to graduate
from universities across the country in the full
range of courses, from medicine to law and
social sciences to mathematics. Part of what
we do over the two years of a student’s time
in Sixth Form is to help them determine and
plan for a successful progression into higher
education or training, which is why so many
of our students continue their academic
journey when they leave us.
Alongside our comprehensive support for
the UCAS process we also have provision
for our students who feel university is not
the best route for them. Working with our
careers advisor, outside agencies as well as
local employers and apprenticeship providers
we help these students to put together
competitive applications for apprenticeship
programmes and employment.
One of the biggest benefits of being a part of
Joseph Rowntree Sixth Form is the different
perspective the students have on school
life. There is more freedom in a student’s
timetable than lower school and greater
responsibility placed upon them for their
learning and progress. This also brings one

of the biggest challenges for many students,
as it involves them taking more ownership of
their experience than they may be used to.
To support with this we run weekly sessions in
tutor time at the start of the year to help them
learn how to be a successful, independent
Sixth Form student, and staff build the
expectations of independent study gradually
over the course of year 12. We promote a
broad and rounded experience by providing
enrichment lessons, personal development
and social events. Through this range of
activities we aim to help each student flourish
as an individual and help them gain the skills
they need for their next steps, as well as the
academic qualifications.

and 13 students to encourage all members
of our community to take a full and active
part in the Sixth Form experience, regardless
of your subject mix or intentions for beyond
Sixth Form. The committee are taking a
more active role in determining how the
social aspect of Sixth Form operates as well
as helping the two year groups to gel as one
cohesive unit.
Whatever subjects you choose, we are
confident that you will thoroughly enjoy
Joseph Rowntree Sixth Form and make the
most of all the opportunities that it brings.
Mr B Coleman
Director of Sixth Form

We have two Sixth Form Presidents who
lead an enthusiastic committee of year 12

SIXTH FORM
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“

Sixth Form is mint,
I don’t want to leave!
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From the
Committee...
The Joseph Rowntree Sixth Form is a fun, enriching and
amiable environment to learn and socialise.
One of the main differences about being a Sixth Form Student
is that we are accepted as adults and treated as such, we have
the confidence to air our views and feel that we contribute.
As a sixth form student, you feel that the first five years in
school are essentially an apprenticeship before having the
opportunity to select the A levels that you want to do, achieving
the very best you can be and start your journey in the world.
We have a constant support network from the leadership team
who are extremely approachable, this being highlighted in the
twice weekly allocated ‘form time’ enabling ongoing support
with UCAS applications, and open discussions. Your academic
subjects fill around 15 - 20 hours per week on your timetable,
the remaining hours are spent in supervised study as well as
enhancing our personal development, independence and time
management, which are all critical skills as we prepare for our
progression beyond Sixth Form.
We also have the enjoyment of organising social events as
a committee, giving you the opportunity of working alongside
your peers and forging new friendships with people you may
not be in lessons with. We are a collective that wants to leave
their own positive stamp on their Sixth Form experience by
implementing a Student Leadership Team. We have two elected
Presidents who aim to drive awareness of modern day issues,
whether that be Mental Health, the Environment, Racism or
Equality who are supported by a Sixth Form Committee that
discuss, debate and deliver improvements within the school.
THE
COMMITTEE
PRESIDENTS:
Alisha and Sam

This is a Sixth Form that gives you the opportunity to become
a well-rounded positive individual and when you leave, you will
be fully prepared for the next stage in your life, whether that be
in the working environment or University. We hope, and highly
recommend, that you join us for two years of immaculate
vibing and an all-round unmissable experience that will help to
shape you into an adult ready to approach the outside world.

SIXTH FORM

7

A learning environment
Our KS5 curriculum offers students the opportunity to study a broad range of
traditional and vocational courses, which are taught by specialist subject staff.
Students have access to facilities across the whole school in order to support their studies,
including the Sixth Form work room and computer suite with 30 computers solely for the use
of Sixth Form students. Students may also bring laptops in and connect these to the school
WiFi in order to work more flexibly throughout the building.
One of the major developments we have made over the last year has been the integration
of Google Classroom into our daily work with the Sixth Form. This gives students access to
teaching resources away from the classroom, regular independent tasks can be set by staff
and wider reading pushed out to students, all at the touch of a button. This is transforming
the way we work with students in the Sixth Form and helping to foster their independence
as well as provide them with more support and challenge as they navigate through their A
level courses.
Each student’s timetable is made up of the following:
• Subject lessons (9 periods per subject per fortnight)
• Enrichment lessons (once per week)
• Registration twice per week
• Progress meetings with for tutors at least once per half term
• Study time
• Volunteering
• Extra-curricular opportunities and community engagement such as the Duke of Edinburgh
Award, fundraising for local and national charities and in school leadership programmes

“

In 2019 A level results
were in the top 10%
nationally
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Student support
and guidance
We recognise that one of the most
challenging aspects of transitioning
into Sixth Form and being successful
over the course of two year advanced
courses is balancing the academic
rigours with a well-balanced social life,
family commitments and preparing for
next steps.
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With this in mind we have a dedicated and
experienced team of tutors as well as Ms
Edgar as lead tutor, overseeing the tutoring
programme as well as being the liaison for
external students and Mrs Greenway as our
full time attendance manager and student
support.

This group of people as well as myself as
Director of Sixth Form ensure that all students
have access to a range of staff to access
advice, support and guidance. For many
students this simply involves getting a second
opinion on decisions they make in relation to
next steps progression, but for others it also
involves seeking support in times of family
hardship or illness. We are equipped to deal
with any scenario that students present us
with and can also put students into contact
with relevant professionals outside of school
for more specific ongoing issues.
We are keen for students to develop
resilience over the course of their two years
with us, but recognise that this takes time for
many students to develop and so staff in the
Sixth Form team work with students to help
them build their confidence dealing with a
variety of challenges that they will inevitably
face while undergoing advanced level study.
Part of the tutoring programme on a weekly
basis exposes students to the kind of good
habits they need to develop to be successful
over the two year programme of study. As
a parent / carer you can support with this

by regularly talking to your son / daughter to
discuss and look at:
• Recent assessments in all subjects
• Their file containing notes and assessed
work – is it well organised? Is it up to
date? Are they starting to organise notes
to support ongoing revision?
• Their homework load – are they spending
enough time working at home? They
should undertake 4 hours per subject per
week on a combination of set tasks from
staff and independent study to prepare
for ongoing assessment or controlled
assessment / coursework. If your son
/ daughter is not spending 4 hours per
subject per week on academic work
at home then they aren’t completing
enough to prepare well for end of course
assessments, please help us by insisting
that they work productively each evening
and at weekends to ensure that deadlines
are met and they don’t end up under too
much strain at the end of their courses

Support, leadership and
atmosphere are brilliant

”
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Enrichment and
personal development
We believe that being part of the Sixth
Form at Joseph Rowntree School is
about much more than just academic
success and the day to day work that
is required for that to happen.
One important aspect of the Sixth Form is
our enrichment programme. We are running
a three pronged enrichment system, giving
all students access to a range of activities
and talks, which should help them to prepare
and apply for their chosen progression
route. This involves three one-hour sessions
per fortnight plus tutor time activities on a
weekly basis.

1. Rolling enrichment activities once per
fortnight – based in the lecture theatre,
a series of talks from Mr Coleman, Ms
Edgar and a range of external speakers.
These talks cover a wide range of topics
from study skills to UCAS, apprenticeships
to road safety and many other areas over
the two years.
2. Elective enrichment activities once per
week – students are able to choose from
a menu of activities to engage with as a
whole Sixth Form. These activities include
sports (staffed by two PE teachers), the
student newspaper, Duke of Edinburgh
award, NCS, film club, running club,
in school volunteering (e.g. mentoring,
tutor time support) and any that students
decide they would like to run this year!
It is possible for students to engage with
more than one activity as some sessions
run outside of our normal timetable.

As an external student I
have been welcomed by
staff and students from
the very first day
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3. Tutor time activities once per week – one
tutor session per week is centred on
developing the fully rounded young people
we would like our Sixth Form students to
become. These sessions include bite
sized input on budgeting, credit cards and
loans, work life balance and regular ‘big
questions’ to consider. This is designed
to get students thinking about the sort of

‘off the curriculum’ subject matter that
they will need to be familiar with when
they leave Sixth Form.

SIXTH FORM
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Wider opportunities and
extra-curricular
The Sixth Form also offers all students
the chance to take part in a wide
variety of activities that both support
academic progress and provide broader
enrichment to their experience. These
include but are not limited to:
• American Exchange Programme – an
annual trip where students are paired with a
family based in or near Loomis in Northern
California. Students at the Californian end
attend Del Oro High School, a school we
have had links with for more than 12
years. This trip is a cultural experience that
gives students the chance to experience
normal life in California as well as a taste
of the American High School experience
and visiting some significant sites such as
Yosemite National Park, Sacramento and
San Francisco.

14

recognised qualification to talk about on
applications to higher education and for
employment, as well as developing their
leadership skills.
• NCS – every year some of our students
take part in the NCS programme, which
provides them with the opportunity
to engage in local charity work and
volunteering and again fosters their
leadership qualities as well as providing
them with an enriching life experience.

• Ski trip – a trip that has been running
annually for a few years, and provides
students from first time skiers to those
with years of experience a chance to ski
and spend time with a large number of
other students across the year groups.

• In school volunteering – our students
are always in demand from staff in the
lower school to provide support and
mentoring, and this is fantastic way for
them to engage with the wider school as
well as providing them with meaningful
activity to talk about in applications for
higher education or further training. Sixth
Form volunteers work in a variety of roles,
including tutor time support, literacy
mentoring, reading buddies, subject
mentoring and intervention as well as
supporting with whole school events such
as open evenings and transition days.

• Duke of Edinburgh Award programme
– students can choose to take part in this
either through the elective enrichment
programme or alongside another choice
from that programme. Students find this
a useful programme to follow as it is not
only physically and mentally challenging
but it also provides them with a nationally

• Competitive sport – the Sixth Form
usually has a football team and netball
team who compete against other Sixth
Forms. Every year we have students
who also pursue their own individual
competitive sports outside of school,
and we are supportive of high level
competition, even if dates clash with

JRS

term time. In the last year we had
students competing to a high level in
football, gymnastics, rock climbing,
martial arts and rowing, including national
champions and medal winners at World
Championship competition.
• Performing arts – one of the biggest
extra-curricular areas the school has
to offer. Students in the Sixth Form
are encouraged to take part in the
two incredibly high quality shows that
performing arts put on each year.
Whether you are an actor, singer, dancer
or technical support there will be a role for
you to play!

SIXTH FORM
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Sixth Form, be a part of it...
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UCAS advice and guidance
Up to 80% of our leavers each year
tend to go on to higher education either
straight from year 13 or following a
gap year.
This is a daunting process for students when
they aren’t sure of how to get them best
from it, so we have an extensive programme
of support and guidance in place to ensure
that students and parents are well informed.
This process starts in year 12 and rolls into
year 13, with regular enrichment and tutor
time put into it, and frequent updates and
reminders of deadlines and key information
through the weekly email bulletin sent by
Mr Coleman.
Our students all have access to their own
form tutor for 1:1 feedback on their personal
statements (each tutor will have no more
than 15 students to support), plus they
can all book time to discuss their plans
with Mr Coleman and Ms Edgar. We advise
on everything from the setting up of your
UCAS application to personal statements,
preparing for interviews to deciding where to
apply. We recognise that this is an incredibly
important decision for you as families as well
as the student, and welcome contact from
parents and carers to help you understand
the process if you are unfamiliar with it.
As part of this extensive programme we
also book in external speakers to talk to the
students from different perspectives. For
example we bring in an admissions tutor
from the University of York to give students
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some tips on writing competitive personal
statements. We have student ambassadors
from Newcastle University come in to
discuss ways of narrowing down your
university choices, including considerations
around accommodation and living costs.
We also work with other local Sixth Forms
to provide our Oxford and Cambridge
applicants with extra support – admissions
tutors and subject representatives from our
link colleges come to York and all students
in the city with aspirations to apply to these
prestigious institutions can get some insight
in one place, local to home.
We also run trips to help students gather
as much information as possible, including
the UCAS fair at Leeds Beckett where
students can speak to representatives from
over 100 universities under one roof. As well
as this there is the Newcastle / Northumbria
open day where students can spend a day
at a city university and attend subject talks
as well as find out more about student
finance and accommodation. Oxford and
Cambridge also run a conference which our
students are able to attend where they can
find out more about a range of subjects as
well as find out more about pre admissions
testing and other Oxford / Cambridge specific
aspects of application. This event is great
as there are usually key people from both
institutions in attendance, so students can
speak to admissions tutors and course
leaders about their plans.

Progression to
Oxford and Cambridge
We have applicants to these prestigious
institutions every year, covering a wide
range of subject disciplines including
medicine, natural sciences, psychology
and many more.
Students who have been successful previously
and gone on to attend Oxford or Cambridge
have come back to speak to students aspiring
to follow in their footsteps to give them advice
on the application process, interview skills and
pre-interview tests. Over the last two years
we have had multiple students applying to
Oxford and Cambridge, for a range of courses
including medicine, experimental psychology,
Law and Economics. We are incredibly
proud of the students who have successfully

gained places at these highly prestigious
and competitive universities. Phoebe and
Jamie have now completed their first year
in Medicine at Oxford having gained their
places in 2019 and Dan is in his first term
at Oxford studying psychology. These students
were supported in their applications, taking
advice from the Sixth Form leadership team,
their form tutors, subject teachers and other
adults who gave mock interviews, supported
with entrance exam preparation and personal
statement writing. We were delighted to see
these students achieve so well at A level and
always look forward to hearing back from all
of our leavers when they graduate.

SIXTH FORM
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Student Views

on UCAS advice and guidance
for Oxford / Cambridge

“

During my time at the Joseph
Rowntree School Sixth Form the staff
provided many opportunities to help boost
my application to Oxford. All of my teachers
were extremely supportive during my A level
studies, often going above and beyond to work
on the areas that I found most challenging.
My understanding of less demanding course
components was also regularly reinforced
in order to ensure I was fully prepared for
my exams.
The school also offered mock interviews
relating to both general medical school
interviews and the higher pressure of those at
Oxford. Having time to practice in this more
stressful environment allowed me to feel

“

Getting a place to study Medicine at
Oxford was something I had only dreamed of
until I started at Sixth Form. I was supported
by fantastic and dedicated staff throughout
the entire application process and I always
knew there was somebody I could ask for
advice or have a chat with when I was
stressed. The opportunity to have two mock
interviews with real doctors and an Oxbridge
graduate was particularly helpful. It gave

Jamie

more secure when applying as the interview
process is one of the most daunting parts of
the application.”
Jamie Davies
A* A* A* (Biology, Chemistry, Maths)

me much more confidence when going for
my interviews as well as getting very useful
advice to improve my skills.
Half termly tutor meetings allow you to reflect
on each A level subject with an experienced
staff member and keep you focused on your
goals. I always felt cared for and supported
even in the most stressful times which
makes a big difference.
My favourite part of the Sixth Form is the
strong bonds students have with the staff.
We are treated like adults and work as a
team to achieve great things! It’s a great
place to be.”

Phoebe
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Phoebe Mountain
A* A* A A* (Biology, Chemistry, Maths, EPQ)

Apprenticeships
As a provider of post-16 education we
recognise that the options for leavers
aged 18 and 19 are not limited to only
university through the UCAS process.
Increasingly
students
are
exploring
apprenticeships as a route into further training,
education and, ultimately, employment. We
have seen an increase in the proportion of our
leavers electing to take this path when they
leave us as they welcome the opportunity to
build a skills base in a particular sector with a
view to future employment without the need
to spend several years at university or take
out a student loan. We have students who
have left us in a variety of sectors, including
nursing, construction, advertising and the
Crown Prosecution Service.
In order to support our students in firstly making
their choice to pursue an apprenticeship
but then to also put together competitive
applications and interview impressively we
have listened to apprenticeship providers
as well as students themselves. We have a
careers advisor in school who helps students
to identify their preferred sector or skill to
pursue, as well as assisting students to
find vacancies and then build competitive
applications. We have also engage with the
‘Career Ready’ programme in York. This is
a nationwide programme, backed by local
businesses which provides our students who
engage with it with access to an industry
mentor as well as regular activities to boost
their chances of success when they come to
apply. Students involved in the programme
have access to a personal mentor from a
sector linked to their interest, attend master
classes and other events designed to help

them understand how to be competitive when
entering the application pool. The programme
is entering its third year and has helped
many students find routes into apprenticeships
and employment.
Apprenticeships are increasing in popularity
and as such there is not a particular ‘type’ of
student who they are aimed at. As a result of
this we give all students in year 12 the chance
to hear from apprentices, and providers as part
of our rolling enrichment programme, so that
we can help to bust some of the myths about
apprenticeships as well as providing students
with the ability to make more informed choices
about their next steps. Later in year 12 we
also run our annual ‘UCAS and employability
week’ where students considering an
apprenticeship spend a full day with local and
national apprenticeship providers from a wide
variety of sectors. This means they can make
some connections which may be helpful in
the coming year, as well as getting some really
useful insight into what the people on the
other side of the interview table are looking for
– they are often surprised at what they hear!
Each summer we have more than 20
apprenticeship providers and employers
in to work with our students. Our students
always impress at this event, so much so
that offers of work shadowing and
apprenticeship opportunities are often shared
as a result. At another event one of our
students found themselves an opportunity
to apply for an apprenticeship with Hitachi
Capital in Leeds. This turned out to be a
successful opportunity and they are now in
their third month with Hitachi Capital on their
apprenticeship programme.
SIXTH FORM
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Teachers have
challenged me in
lessons and advised
me well on my
university options

”
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Admission into the
Sixth Form
We welcome applications from students
from any school. Each application is
considered individually and we look
at each students suitability for the
courses they have applied for.
To be successful in the Sixth Form, students
must meet the academic requirements of
their chosen courses. A level courses require
a GCSE average points score of at least 4.5,
which will typically include at least 5 GCSE
results of grade 5 or higher. The course
information in the following pages details
the subject specific entry requirements for
each course.

CHOOSING WHICH COURSES TO
PURSUE
One of the most challenging parts of
determining your best route into Sixth Form
education is deciding which subject mix will
suit your skills and knowledge best. Making
this decision 8 months before you get your
GCSE results makes this all the more difficult.
On the Sixth Form area of The Joseph
Rowntree School website you will find a link
to the website ‘Informed Choices’. This is
a website produced by the Russell Group
of Universities. This website helps to unlock
which subjects you should consider depending
on your proposed progression route, as well
as explaining why certain subjects are
particularly useful to have within your A level
subject mix for particular degree courses.
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HOW SHOULD I DETERMINE MY
A LEVEL SUBJECTS?
One really helpful thing you can do to help with
your decision making is to look on the UCAS
website and search for a range of courses
that you like the sound of. Have a look at the
entry requirements to see if specific A level
subjects are required (for example medicine,
dentistry, maths, chemistry) or if they have a
more general requirement in terms of grades
or UCAS points.
1. Consider your likely GCSE results – are
there some courses you will be unlikely
to study? (e.g. to study A level maths you
will need a grade 7 in the GCSE)
2. Which of our courses play to your
strengths – are you best with courses that
include a coursework component, or will
100% examination suit you better?
3. If you know what you’d like to pursue at
university, do you know which A levels (if
any) you must have to be able to study
those courses?
4. Are you picking subjects that complement
each other with overlapping skills (e.g.
maths and physics or RE and English
Language) or would you rather have
subjects with contrasting skills (e.g.
drama with biology)?

IF YOU
H AV E A N Y
QUESTIONS
PLEASE DO
GET IN TOUC
H
WITH US

Often picking subjects that complement
each other is a good idea, but equally taking
one subject that is very different to the
others you pick because you are completely
enthused by it and enjoy it is no bad thing.

SOME EXAMPLES:
“The Scientist” – typical A levels include
biology, chemistry, physics, maths, further
maths (GCSE grade profile for this student
will contain grade 6-6 in science, usually at
least a 6 in maths, and often other grade
B / 6 outcomes in some other subjects).
These students will go on to degree
courses or apprenticeships in engineering,
mathematics, the sciences, medicine or
veterinary science, for example.

“The artist” – typical A levels include Fine
art, Photography, Graphics, Textiles, music or
drama, for example. (GCSE grade profile will
vary from basic entry requirements through
to a full set of grade 8 and 9 outcomes).
These students may go on to study degree
level in any of the subjects listed, or to
pursue apprenticeships in a wide variety of
fields including advertising, graphic design
and photography. These subjects at degree
level will require A level study in order to
pursue them at university.

“Humanities and Social Sciences” –
typical A levels include English Literature /
Language, sociology, psychology, history,
geography or RE for example. (GCSE grade
profile will vary from basic A level entry
requirements up to a full set of grade 8 and
9 outcomes). These students may go on to
study any of the humanities at degree level
(depending on which A levels they actually
pursued), sociology, criminology or possibly
more vocational courses such as law. This is
a very versatile subject mixture in terms of
next steps.

SIXTH FORM
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BTEC / APPLIED

A LEVEL

Subjects / courses
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A LEVEL

OVERVIEW
To gain entry onto the Fine Art
A level course students will need

Art and Design:
Fine Art
A LEVEL (AQA)

to attain a grade 5 at GCSE Art
(a grade 5 in any of the
specialised areas such as
graphics is also acceptable).
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students who have studied
A level Fine Art can access many
creative degree courses; graphics,

Fine Art is visual. A Fine Artist develops and produces images
and/or sculpture to communicate imaginative, emotional or
intellectual ideas. We manipulate line, tone, colour, shape
and pattern to ensure our work has the desired impact on
those who view it. The A level Fine Art course will develop your
visual literacy and give you insights into the ways in which we
understand and are influence by images. It will also equip you
with the skills you need to produce successful works in a variety
of media and technologies.

fashion, surface pattern,

Over the two years of the course you will:

animation, film and television,

– Increase your confidence in all types of drawing

scenic design, architecture and

– Extend the range of media you can use fluently

more.
Some students complete a
foundation year before deciding
on a specific degree.
Apprenticeships are also a good
option for some.

– Deepen your knowledge of printing and other technologies
– Learn how to structure your creativity to effectively develop
your own ideas and style
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed regularly throughout the course.
Assessment will be on both underlying skills and knowledge and
against exam assessment objectives.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
There are two components:
Component I – Personal Investigation In which students select
a subject or topic to investigate.
Component 2 – Externally set assignment. In which student
select from a list of eight topics set by the AQA.
In each component the sketch book and final work are exhibited
for assessment. Work is assessed first by the school and then
by an AQA moderator.
Final assessment is controlled by criteria set by the exam board
which emphasise the whole creative process from initial ideas
through phases of development to the finished Art. A good
sketch book showing thorough exploration and development is
therefore essential.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-level
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OVERVIEW

results and are strongly motivated

A LEVEL

If you have a range of good GCSE

Art and Design:
Graphics
A LEVEL (AQA)

then you can be successful in this
subject area. Typically we would
expect that you have completed
a GCSE in Graphics or Art and
Design and attained a grade 4 or
better. You should also be able to
work independently and should
be keen to experiment with a
range of different media, ideas
and concepts.
This is an exciting course where
you have the opportunity to
create a substantial portfolio
of work which can be used to
support entry into a range of
higher/degree level courses in
art and design.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students who complete this
course usually go on to higher
education to study for a career
in graphic design, computer
graphics, photography,
packaging or illustration.

This is very much a practical course with the first part of the
course spent developing and experimenting with a range
of media, techniques and skills that are key to the A level
specification.
You will work in a variety of medias via sophisticated techniques
such as brusho, lino printing, air brushing, mono printing,
marker rendering, marbling and many, many more. Work will
be based on a choice of themes, 2 will be your personal choice
and 2 will be exam briefs set by the exam board. Briefs range
from water, textures, seasons, space, cities, aquatics right
through to the physical form. Work will be underpinned with the
use of sketchbooks to record thoughts and processes.
You will develop an understanding of content related to graphic
design:
– Understanding of a variety of materials and genres
– Understanding of meaning, function, style, scale, colour and
content
– Awareness of intended audience or purpose. Ability to
respond to an issue, concept/idea. Appreciation of the
relationship of form and function and, where applicable, the
constraints of working to a brief
– Appreciation of the appropriate use of typography
– How ideas, feelings and meanings can be conveyed and
interpreted in images and artefacts created in graphic
communication
– How images and artefacts relate to social, environmental,
cultural and/or ethical contexts, and to the time and place in
which they were created
Coursework is an important element of the course with 60% of
the final grade coming from coursework components completed
during the two years of study.
In year 13 there is a controlled test of 15 hours which is held
in the classroom. This task is set by the examination board in
February and accounts for the remaining 40% of the A level
award.
The course is complete by the end of May in year 13.
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A LEVEL

OVERVIEW

requirement. Students who

A LEVEL

There is no specific subject

Art and Design:
Photography
A LEVEL (AQA)

meet the basic entry requirement
for A level will be able to study
Photography. Commitment to learn
and a creative and enterprising
personality will aid success.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students who have studied
A level Photography can access
degree courses in photography,
animation film and television.
Some students have progressed
to the Art and Design foundation
diploma and moved from there
onto other Art and Design degrees.
Apprenticeships are also available.

Photography is visual. A photographer uses the technology
of the camera and the computer to produce images that
communicate imaginative, emotional or intellectual ideas.
The A level Photography course will teach you how the camera
records the light (and dark) and how the computer can
manipulate that visual data. It will develop your understanding
of composition, colour and tone and how these elements can
be used and controlled. You will gain insights into the ways in
which we understand and are influenced by images.
Over the two years of the course you will learn about:
– Composition – how to arrange elements in your photograph
– Lighting – using and controlling
– Camera settings – exposure and focus
– How to use Photoshop
– Developing your own photographic ideas and style
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed regularly throughout the course.
Assessment will be on both underlying skills and knowledge and
against exam assessment objectives.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
There are two components:
Component I – Personal Investigation In which students select
a subject or topic to investigate.
Component 2 – Externally set assignment. In which student
select from a list of 8 topics set by the AQA.
In each component the folder of development work and final
photographs are exhibited for assessment. Work is assessed
first by the school and then by an AQA moderator.
Final assessment is controlled by criteria set by the exam
board which emphasise the whole creative process from initial
ideas through phases of development to the final photograph.
Presentation of development work is therefore essential.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/as-and-a-level
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You do not require GCSE textiles
to take this course but an interest

Art and Design:
Textiles
A LEVEL (AQA)

in Art and Textiles is important, as
well as the creativity to combine
and link textiles techniques and
drawing.
If you have an interest in fashion
design, interior design, fashion
or interior styling, merchandising,
fashion buying or journalism then
this is a course to help hone your
talents and help create a pathway
to further education within the
subject.
If you would like any further
information about this course
please see Mrs Kisby or
Miss Yore.

Students will complete this course over two years. The first
year will focus on learning new skills and developing your own
personal style in the subject. Students are asked to create
visual and tactile meaning through expressive, functional or
decorative responses by selecting and manipulating papers,
fibres and fabrics. The course is very art orientated and
students are given the opportunity to look at a wide range of
textile techniques. Students are encouraged to think creatively,
produce interesting and original ideas and to become strong
independent thinkers.
Within the two years you will complete two set assignments.
COMPONENT 1: PERSONAL INVESTIGATION (60%)
Students are asked to choose a major project that has a personal
significance. Students must investigate relevant artists and
designers to inform their practical work. It is important students
are able to critically analyse the work of others as well as their
own work. The investigation must also include a personal study
that must be between 1000-3000 words.
COMPONENT 2: EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT (40%)
Students are asked to select a starting point from an early
release question paper. Students are given a minimum of three
weeks to research and prepare. Students are given fifteen
hours of controlled time to work on developing their ideas to
produce an outcome/product.
ASSESSMENT
Work will be assessed across four equally weighted assessment
objectives set by Ofqual.
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A level course students will need

A LEVEL

To gain entry onto the Biology

Biology
A LEVEL (AQA)

to attain a grade 6 in Combined
Science or the Biology element
of a Triple Science course. Ideally
students will also have a grade
6 in Maths.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students who have studied
A level Biology with us have gone
on to a range of next steps,
including medicine, veterinary
medicine and dentistry (you
will need Chemistry alongside
Biology for these subjects). As a
facilitating subject the range of
degree courses available is very
wide indeed.

Biology is the study of living organisms in their environments. The
A level course also leads on to the application of this knowledge
in areas such as gene technology and environmental biology.
Over the course of the two years of study, students will examine
8 topics spanning fundamental areas in the subject. These
topics are:
– Biological molecules
– Cells
– Organisms exchange substances with their environment
– Genetic information, variation and relationships between
organisms
– Energy transfers between organisms
– Homeostasis
– Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
– The control of gene expression
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed throughout the course, via half
termly assessments, as well as the formal calendared mock
examinations for the whole sixth form.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
At the end of the course there will be three examinations, each
of 2 hours in duration.
Paper 1 – content from topics 1-4
Paper 2 – content from topics 5-8
Paper 3 – content from any topic, plus a synoptic essay and
data handling task
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
There is no longer any controlled assessment in the A-level
sciences, however there are 12 practical tasks that all students
must undertake as part of the course, and student competency
in these areas is reported alongside their A level grade simply
as a pass or fail.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/
biology-7401-7402
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To gain entry onto the Chemistry
A level course students will need

Chemistry
A LEVEL (AQA)

to attain a grade 6 in Combined
Science or the Chemistry element
of a Triple Science course. Ideally
students will also have a grade 6

Chemistry is the study of matter, its properties and how it
reacts. The course also leads on to the application of chemistry
within the modern chemical industry.

in Maths.

Students cover a broad range of chemistry topics across the
two years including:

PROGRESSION ROUTES

Physical Chemistry – atomic structure, amount of substance,
bonding, energetics, kinetics, chemical equilibria and Le
Chatelier’s principle, electrode potentials and electrochemical
cells.

Students who have studied
A level Chemistry with us have
gone on to a range next steps
within the chemical industry.
It is important to note that many
higher education courses require
Chemistry. For example veterinary
science, medicine, pharmacy,
chemical engineering, materials
sciences and biological sciences.

Inorganic Chemistry – periodicity, Group 2 the alkaline earth
metals, Group 7(17) the halogens, Period 3 elements and
their oxides, transition metals and reactions of ions in aqueous
solution.
Organic Chemistry – introduction to organic chemistry, organic
analysis, optical isomerism, aromatic chemistry, amines,
polymers, amino acids, proteins and DNA, organic synthesis,
NMR spectroscopy and chromatography.
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed throughout the course, via end of
topic assessments, as well as the formal calendared mock
examinations for the whole sixth form.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
AS topics are assessed in two exams of 1 hour and 30 minutes
in duration. A level study will involve sitting three exams, 2
hours each in duration, at the end of the second year.
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
Practical work is at the heart of chemistry and has been built
into the new specification as required practicals; assessed as
part of written exams at the end of AS and A Level. A separate
endorsement of practical skills is also assessed by teachers
throughout the course.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/
chemistry-7404-7405
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Computer Science at this level

THIS COURSE WILL BE TAUGHT AT HUNTINGTON SCHOOL
A LEVEL

Students wishing to study

Computer Science
A LEVEL

must ideally have achieved a
grade 5 in Computer Science
at GCSE. In order to cope with
the level of written work and
mathematical skills, students
would also need to achieve a
minimum of a 5 in English and
Mathematics. Students will be
required to demonstrate their
ability to program and complete
a computation task.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
The concepts that are at the
heart of this subject would be
the best preparation for students
who want to go on to study
Computer Science at a higher

Computer Science is a practical subject where students can
apply the academic principles to real-world systems, using
computational thinking, helping to develop the skills to solve
problems, design systems and understand the power and limits
of human and machine intelligence.
The course comprises 2 written examinations (40% each) and
1 programming project (20%).
COURSE CONTENT
The first unit is based around computer systems and covers a
wide range of topics relating to Computer science and linked to
ICT in the real world. These are:
– Systems Architecture
– Memory and storage
– Wired and wireless networks
– Network topologies, protocols and layers
– System software and security
– Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns

computational thinking and

The second unit is based around computational thinking,
algorithms and programming. This is the theoretical unit that
links the knowledge required to complete the practical aspect
of the course. The content of this unit includes:

analytical skills.

– Algorithms

level and also provide a good
grounding for areas that require

– Programming techniques
– Producing robust programs
– Computational logic
– Translators and facilities of languages
– Data representation
The third unit of this course is the Non-Exam Assessment
the Programming Project. This unit requires the students to
complete a programming project independently and covers the
key programming principles. This includes:
– Programming techniques
– Analysis
– Design
– Development
– Testing and evaluation and conclusions
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To gain entry onto the Theatre
Studies A level course students

Drama and Theatre
Studies
A LEVEL (AQA)

Ideally you need GCSE Drama
and English at a grade 5 or
above and/or performance
experience. Important attributes
are enthusiasm and commitment.
To do well you must be creative,
analytical, inquisitive and
explorative. Some students
have also successfully used this
subject as a way of boosting their
confidence and communication
skills.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students who have studied
A level Theatre Studies with us
have gone on to a range of next
steps, including Performing Arts,
English Literature, and teaching
courses. There are a wide range
of degree courses that many of
our former students have gone
on to, including those at
universities such as Goldsmiths,
LIPA, Guildhall School of Music
and the University of Birmingham.

The emphasis in this course is on drama and theatre in practice.
You learn to be a practitioner of this art form. All the work you do
is either practical or linked to practical. There are 3 progressive
units for A Level.
Candidates will gain knowledge and understanding of theatre
practice through their own engagement with the medium as both
participant and informed audience member. Candidates will
develop performance and/or production skills appropriate to the
creation and realisation of drama and theatre.
At A Level, the specification provides candidates with the
opportunity to develop skills and demonstrate a more advanced
level of performance and/or production skills alongside the ability
to think independently, make judgements and refine their work
in the light of research. They will also demonstrate the ability to
analyse the ways in which different performance and production
elements are brought together to create theatre.
COMPONENT 1
Drama and Theatre (Written exam) 40% of A Level
– Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre
– Study of two set plays, one chosen from List A, one chosen
from List B
– Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers
COMPONENT 2
Creating Original Drama (Practical) 30% of A Level
Performance of devised drama piece: 30% of A Level
– A devised piece of theatre based on a chosen style and
practitioner
– The assessment also incorporates candidates’ preparatory
and developmental work alongside working notebook.
Internally assessed and externally moderated
COMPONENT 3
Making theatre (practical) 30% of A Level
– Practical exploration and interpretation of three extracts
(Extract 1, 2 and 3) each taken from a different play
– Methodology of a prescribed practitioner must be applied to
Extract 3
– Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece
– Reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical
interpretation of all three extracts
Externally moderated by AQA
WEBLINK
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-andtheatre-7262
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at this level should have 9 to 5

THIS COURSE WILL BE TAUGHT AT HUNTINGTON SCHOOL
A LEVEL

Students studying Economics

Economics
A LEVEL

grades in a range of subjects
at GCSE. In order to cope with
the essay writing needed for
the A Level papers, students
would normally be expected
to have grade 5 in English,
and to manage with the use
of diagrams, a grade 5 in
Mathematics.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
A Level Economics is a highly
respected qualification and is
welcomed by universities and
employers alike. Economics at
university is very popular, both
studied on its own, but also in

This traditionally popular subject provides a wide ranging
analysis of the modern British and international economy.
Economics very much appeals to those students interested in
current affairs and world political problems. In addition, those
students interested in business and finance will find this course
extremely useful. Both year 12 and 13 look at micro and
macroeconomics. The study of Economics in today’s climate
is very exciting and we make effective use of ICT facilities and
resources. Discussion of current economic issues forms an
important part of the course.
COURSE CONTENT – OCR
– Microeconomic theory
– Theoretical working of the free market
– Imperfections and market failures
– Macroeconomy functions on a domestic and global level
– Policy approaches
– Changes in macroeconomics over time

combination with a large number

EXAMINATIONS

of other subjects, including:

Microeconomics – Paper 1
80 marks 2 hour written paper

History, Politics, Geography,
Mathematics, Business and
Accounting. Economics can
lead to careers in the private
sector in Business Management,
Accounting, and Marketing. It can

Macroeconomics – Paper 2
80 marks 2 hour written paper
Themes in economics – Paper 3
80 marks 2 hour written paper

also lead to careers across the
public sector, in Education, the
NHS and in government.
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To gain entry on to the English
Language course students will

English Language
A LEVEL (AQA)

need to attain at least a grade
5 in GCSE English Language.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students who have studied
A level English Language have
gone on to study a variety of
English degrees at a range of
Russell Group universities as
well as law, journalism,
teaching and media
production degrees.

English Language is the study of the structures of language.
The course encompasses how children acquire speech and
learn to read and write. The course also covers areas such as
the importance of accent and dialect, the impact of gender on
speech as well as the varieties of English spoken worldwide.
Over the two year A level course you will study:
– A variety of written, spoken and multi-modal texts
– Child language development
– Language and gender
– Accent and Dialect
– The historical development of English
– The geographical spread of English worldwide
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will complete at least three timed assessments per
half-term as well as the formal calendared mock examinations
for the whole Sixth Form.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
At the end of the course there are two examined papers both 2
hours 30 minutes and worth 40% of the A level each.
Paper 1: Textual Variations and Representations
Paper 2: Language Diversity
NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT
There are two pieces of coursework:
A language investigation into an area which fascinates you –
2000 words and worth 10% of the A level grade.
A piece of original writing and a commentary – 1500 words and
worth 10% of the A level.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/englishlanguage-7701-7702

38

JRS

OVERVIEW

students should preferably attain

A LEVEL

To gain entry on to the course

English Literature
A LEVEL (AQA)

a grade 5 in English Literature.

Students who have studied

English Literature is a fascinating course which allows students
to read renowned, thought-provoking and transformative texts
from across the English literary heritage.

A level English Literature have

Across the two years of the course students will study:

gone on to study Literature

Tragedy

at a range of Russell group

– Shakespeare’s King Lear or Othello

universities. As a facilitating

– Richard II by Shakespeare

subject the range of institutions

– The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

PROGRESSION ROUTES

and degrees which value
Literature is very wide indeed.

Social and Political Protest
– The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
– The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
– William Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Experience
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will have at least three timed assessments per text as
well as the formal calendared mock examinations for the whole
Sixth Form.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
At the end of the course there will be two examinations:
Paper 1: Tragedy – 2 hours 30 mins worth 40% of the A level
Paper 2: Social and Political Protest – 3 hours worth 40% of
the A level
NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT
Students also complete two pieces of coursework, both 1500
words long, on a novel and a poetry collection of their choice
both worth 10% of the A level each.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/englishliterature-b-7716-7717
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A level course students will

A LEVEL

To gain entry onto the French

French
A LEVEL (AQA)

need to attain a grade 6 in
GCSE French.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students who have studied
A level French with us have
gone on to a range of next
steps, including teaching and
working abroad.
As a facilitating subject the
range of degree courses available
with French is extremely wide.
This specification will help to
prepare students for higher
education and enhance their
employability profile.

At A level, in French, students study technological and social
change, looking at diversity and the benefits it brings.
They will study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture,
including francophone music and cinema, and learn about
political engagement and who wields political power in the
French-speaking world.
Students also explore the influence of the past on present-day
French-speaking communities.
Throughout their studies, they will learn the language in the
context of French-speaking countries and the issues and
influences which have shaped them. Students will study texts
and film and have the opportunity to carry out independent
research on an area of their own personal choice.
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed throughout the course, via half
termly assessments, as well as the formal calendared mock
examinations for the whole sixth form.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
At the end of the course there will be three examinations.
Paper 1 – Listening, Reading & Writing (2 hours 30 minutes)
Paper 2 – Writing (text & film) (2 hours)
Paper 3 – Speaking (21-23 minutes)
WEBLINK
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/
french-7652
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To gain entry onto the Geography
A level course students will need

Geography
A LEVEL (AQA)

to attain a grade 5 in GCSE
Geography. Ideally students will
also have a grade 5 in English
Language GCSE.

Geography is all about the study of the human and physical
processes which surround us daily and shape our world.
Students study 7 topics over the two years and complete one
piece of independent coursework.

PROGRESSION ROUTES

Physical Topics

Students who have studied

– Natural Hazards

A level Geography with us have

– Water and Carbon Cycles

gone on to a range of next

– Geographical Skills

steps, including working in the

– Coastal Processes & Management

renewable energy industry,
Geology and Town Planning.
A level Geography is regarded
as a facilitating subject by the
Russell Group of Universities.

Human Topics
– Changing Places
– Contemporary Urban Environments
– Global Systems & Governance
Students are assessed regularly by mid topic and end of topic
assessments.
At the end of the Course students are assessed by two
examinations each lasting 2 hours and 30 minutes.
Students also complete a piece of independent course work,
the Non Exam Assessment, which contributes 20% of their
final grade.
Paper 1 – Natural Hazards, Water & Carbon Cycles and Coastal
Processes & Management.
Paper 2 – Changing Places, Contemporary Urban Environments
and Global Systems & Governance.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/
geography-7037
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at A level will need to have a 5 or

A LEVEL

Students hoping to follow History

History
A LEVEL (EDEXCEL)

above at the GCSE.

History is a facilitating subject,

History at A level is the study of different periods of history,
looking at concepts such as cause, consequence, significance
as well as provenance and differences of interpretation.

and so it is a valuable passport to

We study:

a number of different next steps.

– Britain transformed, 1918-97

PROGRESSION ROUTES

– The USA 1920-55, boom and bust
SOME RECENT EXAMPLES
INCLUDE
Journalism, law, history although
students have gone further afield
to study economics or train in
accountancy.

– The witch craze, 1580-1750
– The Holocaust
We set exam practice assessments throughout the year, and
this would be approximately 2/3 per half term. We also set a
mock in January.
External exams take place for units 1-3 at the end of Year 13.
Unit 1: 30%, 2 hours 15 min
Unit 2: 20%, 1 hour 45 min
Unit 3: 30%, 2 hours 15 min
The coursework (Unit 4) is conducted throughout Year 13 with
deadlines in place for different sections to stagger the workload.
The final deadline is before Easter in Year 13.
WEBLINK
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-alevels/history-2015.html#tab-0
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AQA A Level Mathematics (7537)

Mathematics
A LEVEL (AQA)

CONTACT
Mr A Brealey
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 or higher in GCSE
Maths, ideally along with an
average grade 6 or higher

“The study of mathematics, like the Nile, begins in
minuteness but ends in magnificence.”
– Charles Caleb Colton
A LEVEL QUALIFICATION STRUCTURE
The three overarching themes of the new A level Mathematics
specification are:

across other GCSE subjects.

1. Mathematical argument, language and proof

IS THE COURSE FOR ME?

3. Mathematical modelling

If you have a willingness to

FIRST YEAR

keep trying, seek assistance
and discuss with staff and fellow
students to seek understanding.
Where necessary research and
relentlessly pursue an answer
through effective methods and
prior knowledge, you have the
potential to be very successful.
WHERE CAN IT TAKE ME?
Mathematics is a valuable
subject for many professional
disciplines, such as medicine,
aviation, economics and law.
Mathematics is the only
universal language and hence
will open any door to your
future career choice.

2. Mathematical problem-solving

Pure Maths
You will build on and develop techniques learnt at GCSE in order
to gain the fluency required for the advanced maths. These
include algebraic manipulation, coordinate geometry and
trigonometry.
You will also be introduced to new concepts which are
fundamental to the advanced course. These include exponential
and logarithmic functions and calculus.
Applied Maths
You will learn a combination of statistical and mechanical
techniques that will help you solve complex problems that are
intrinsically linked to real-world contexts.
SECOND YEAR
Pure Maths
In addition to the skills embedded in the first year, there will be
a greater emphasis on proof and calculus. You will also learn
about advanced sequences and their use in mathematical
modelling. This culminates in further applications to real-world
problems.
Applied Maths
You will gain a deeper understanding of probability and data
distributions and be able to carry out further hypothesis testing
which is integral to so many scientific studies. You will also learn
how to model the effects of gravity, friction and turning forces
in everyday situations.
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Mathematics (7567)
CONTACT
Mr A Brealey
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

A LEVEL

AQA A Level Further

Further Mathematics
A LEVEL (AQA)
“Everything that is beautiful and noble is the product of
reason and calculation.”
– Charles Baudelaire

Grade 8 desirable

A LEVEL QUALIFICATION STRUCTURE
The three overarching themes of the new A level Mathematics
specification are:

IS THE COURSE FOR ME?

2. Mathematical problem-solving

Grade 7 essential

1. Mathematical argument, language and proof

If you are passionate about

3. Mathematical modelling

the subject, then Further

FIRST YEAR
You will expand your understanding of the number system and
algebra through complex numbers and new forms of algebraic
proof. You will learn about matrices and their vast and varied
use in solving mathematical problems.

Mathematics gives you the
opportunity to gain a much wider
and deeper understanding of
advanced concepts.
WHERE CAN IT TAKE ME?
Further Mathematics is favourably
looked upon by top universities,
especially those offering technical
and engineering degrees. The
course is also highly valuable for
those who are preparing to study
for a degree in Mathematics.

SECOND YEAR
You will develop your understanding and application of complex
numbers and matrices. You will also learn new types of functions
and alternative ways of plotting coordinates; this culminates in
a true synthesis of the knowledge and techniques developed in
A Level Further Mathematics.
A:
B:
C:
D:
E:
F:
G:
H:
I:
J:
K:

Proof
Complex numbers
Matrices
Further Algebra and Functions
Further Calculus
Further Vectors
Polar coordinates
Hyperbolic functions
Differential equations
Trigonometry
Numerical Methods

“Nobody knows why, but the only theories which work are
the mathematical ones.”
– Michael Holt
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Minimum of GCSE Grade 5 in
English, and Media Studies

Media
A LEVEL (AQA)

(if taken).
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Successful completion of this
course will widen your future
career prospects and employment
opportunities within the media
industry: work in TV production
and presenting, advertising
& marketing, journalism, film
production, radio production,
public relations & multi-media
web design.
It can also lead to Media &
Communication degrees:
Warwick, Southampton,
Newcastle, Sheffield, East Anglia,
Leeds & Leicester are ranked
among the top 20 Universities
for Media courses.
If you would like any further
information please see
Mrs Myers.

The following four points are the central framework for Media
Studies.
Media language – Students will learn about the different
modes and languages associated with Media across a variety of
platforms.
Media representation – In this section of the course, students
will learn about the ways in which events, issues, individuals and
social groups are represented through various processes.
Media industries – Students will study the different processes
of production, distribution and circulation by organisation, groups
and individuals in a global context.
Media audiences – This strand of the framework allows students
to study how audiences are grouped and categorised by media
industries, by various different factors such as age, class and
lifestyle.
Close Study Products are a bank of resources from a range of
different Media platforms, set by AQA, that the students will study
throughout the course in preparation for the written exam. Each
product will be analysed with developed understanding of the four
relevant frameworks.
COURSEWORK 30%
Students will produce a statement of intent and cross-media
products made for an intended audience. A choice of topics
will be released by AQA before the start of the course and the
students will choose from a range of briefs set by the exam board.
The Media Forms that students can opt for are, Television, Radio,
Newspapers, Magazines, Advertising/Marketing, Online Media
and Video Games.
2 WRITTEN EXAMS 70%
Media 1 – 2 hours – This exam focusses on all four frameworks
of Media Studies with testing across advertising and marketing,
music videos, radio, film and newspapers. There will also be a
range of questions relating to an unseen source and the Close
Study products, and two essay questions.
Media 2 – 2 hours – This exam will focus on the in-depth media
forms of television, magazines and online, social participatory
media/video games. It will include a medium length unseen
analysis question, three essay questions, one of which is an
extended response, and another is synoptic.
WEBLINK
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/
media-studies-7572
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To gain entry onto the A level
Music course students do

Music
A LEVEL (AQA)

not have to have taken GCSE
Music, although if they have, a
Grade 5 or above is required.
Students should be able to
play an instrument or sing to
approximately Grade 5 or above.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students will find the subject
useful if they are looking for a
career in the Performing Arts,
Music or Media, or are hoping to
pursue any degree or career in
the Arts that involves a high level
of understanding. Russell Group
Universities highly favour A level
combinations that include Music.
Former students have successfully
gone on to study degree courses
in Music at institutions such as
The Leeds College of Music,

The A level Music course isinto three distinct assessment
components that are designed to develop your abilities as a
musician but also develop your understanding in a wider range
of music.
COMPONENT 1
Appraising Music – focusses on listening, analysis and
contextual understanding. The final 2 hour exam for this part
of the course will challenge you in all three of these areas, so
an ability to read music is important.
The contextual understanding element refers to Areas of Study
that will be looked at throughout the course. These include
The Western Classical Tradition 1650-1910, Pop Music, Music
for Media, Music for Theatre and Jazz.
COMPONENT 2
Performance – is a chance to demonstrate your skills as a
performer in either a solo or ensemble setting. It must last a
minimum of 6 minutes but can be made up of multiple pieces
of music.
COMPONENT 3
Composition – you will produce 2 pieces of music during the
course. One of these is completely free to your imagination,
the other will be in response to a brief provided by the exam
board.

Bristol University, Birmingham
Conservatoire, Goldsmiths, LIPA,
Manchester and Trinity Laban.

PLEASE NOTE: Depending on the level of experience applicants
have in Music, the actual course that runs may be a BTEC Level
3 Extended Certificate in Music.
Please talk to the Performing Arts Team at Sixth Form Open
Evening or email: contact@josephrowntree.york.sch.uk for
more information about this.
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OVERVIEW

considering the bigger questions

A LEVEL

If you are interested in

Philosophy
A LEVEL (AQA)

at a deep level then Philosophy
will be an exciting course for you!
Entry requirements for this
course are basic Sixth Form
entry requirements, including

Philosophy is the gateway to your next steps. Employers and
Universities often talk about accepting ‘thinking’ applicants –
philosophy shows that you have deep thinking skills and that
you are able to engage with issues in great depth.

a Grade 5 in English.

Philosophy is demanding but very engaging and rewarding –
a true ‘eye opener’ to the world outside and beyond.

Philosophy works well alongside

The A level Philosophy qualification is designed to give you
a thorough grounding in the key concepts and methods of
philosophy. You will have the opportunity to engage with big
questions in a purely secular context.

other A levels such as Psychology,
Sociology, English Literature and
History.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
The qualification looks great on
an application and all Russell
Group Universities have stated
that it is the top preferred 2nd
A level subject next to your
chosen field subject.
Philosophy is a ‘thinkers’ course
and can lead you to careers
in the public sector, media,
NHS, Universities, politics
and teaching.

You will develop important skills that you need for progression
to higher education and the workplace. You will learn to be
clear and precise in your thinking and writing. You will engage
with complex texts, analysing and evaluating the arguments of
others and constructing and defending your own arguments.
There is a strong focus on independent learning and perfecting
writing skills as well as learning how to argue and learning how
to understand the nature and purpose of academic arguments.
During the two year course, you will study 4 areas of Philosophy:
YEAR 1
1. Epistemology – What is knowledge? Is perception evidence
for knowledge? Is all knowledge reason or empirical? What
are the limits of knowledge?
2. Moral Philosophy – Studying various ethical theories,
applying those theories to moral issues and discovering how
morality goes beyond behaviour and how it influences in
language and spirituality.
YEAR 2
3. Metaphysics of God – Is there any proof of God? What is
the ‘evidence’? How can we talk about a being that does
not exist physically? How can there be suffering if there is
a God?
4. Metaphysics of the mind – What is the mind? Is the mind
separate from our bodies? Is there such a thing as ‘common
sense’?
The course culminates after two years of study in two 3 hour
written exams which will cover all of the content studies in the
2 years.
SIXTH FORM
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OVERVIEW
You should achieve a minimum
of GCSE Science grade 5 with

Physical Education
A LEVEL (AQA)

a grade 4 in 4 other subjects.
In addition it is essential that
for school, club or a higher

There are 7 different topic areas within the course which
span from anatomy, sports psychology to the development of
technology.

representative level for the

The topic areas are:

duration of the course.

– Anatomy and physiology

Video evidence is required

– Skill acquisition

at both AS and A level.

– Sport and society

you play competitive sport

– Exercise physiology
PROGRESSION ROUTES

– Biomechanical movement

Sports science, PE teacher,

– Sport psychology

physiotherapist, professional

– Sport and society and the role of technology in
physical activity and sport

sportsperson, sports coach
consultant, sports policy at
local and national level,
diet and fitness instructor,
personal trainer.

EXAM ASSESSMENT
A level: two written papers – 2 hours per exam worth 105 marks
each. 70%.
PRACTICAL & WRITTEN COURSEWORK
Internal assessment with external moderation as a practical
performer or coach in a full sided game which must be videoed
combined with a written analysis of performance. 90 marks and
worth 30% of A2.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education
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A level course students will need

A LEVEL

To gain entry onto the Physics

Physics
A LEVEL (AQA)

to attain a grade 6 in Combined
Science or the Physics element of
a Triple Science course. Students
are also required to have
achieved a grade 6 in Maths
due to the heavy mathematical
element of the course.
It is recommended that students
study A level Maths in conjunction
with A level Physics.

Physics is the study of the world and indeed the Universe
around us.
The A level course links topics together to give a foundation
of knowledge that leads on to an appreciation of the Physics
involved in engineering and many application in the wider world.
Over the two year course, students cover 5 main topics and one
optional topic (currently we study Astrophysics as the Option):
– Particles and quantum phenomena
– Electricity
– Waves
– Mechanics

PROGRESSION ROUTES

– Circular motion and simple harmonic motion

Many routes including medicine,

– Fields

engineering, robotics and

– Nuclear Physics

astrophysics.

– Kinetic theory
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed throughout the course, via half
termly assessments, as well as the formal calendared mock
examinations for the whole sixth form.
EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
At the end of the course there will be three examinations, each
of 2 hours in duration.
Paper 1 – content from topics 1-5
Paper 2 – synoptic (whole syllabus)
Paper 3 – practical techniques and Optional topic
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
There is no longer any controlled assessment in the A level
sciences, however there are 12 practical tasks that all students
must undertake as part of the course, and student competency
in these areas is reported alongside their A level grade simply
as a pass or fail.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/
physics-7407-7408
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OVERVIEW
Students studying Government
and Politics at this level should

Politics
THIS COURSE WILL BE TAUGHT AT HUNTINGTON SCHOOL

A LEVEL

have grades 9 – 4 in a range of
subjects at GCSE, including a 5
in English Language.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Many students who have taken
the A level in Government and
Politics go on to study Politics at
university. From there you might
become a researcher, join local
or national government or even
start on the path to become a
future Prime Minister! But there
are other job options too. If you
fancy a career in journalism or
the media, this course is very
useful. Students also go on to
become teachers or work in the
legal profession.

This qualification will help students to develop knowledge and
understanding of the role politics plays in relation to current
local, national, and global issues, as well as studying key thinkers
and political ideas. The course reflects the demands of a truly
modern and evolving political environment in the UK and around
the world. Students will study UK politics and government to
give them a core knowledge and understanding of the subject.
Students will then develop this knowledge and understanding by
studying four political ideas. They will also study the government
and politics of the USA.
COMPONENT 1 – UK POLITICS
Political Participation
– The development of democracy and participation in UK
– The role and scope development of UK political parties
– The operation of the various electoral systems used across
the UK
– The way in which groups and individuals are influenced to vote
Core Political Ideas
This section allows students to explore the three traditional
political ideas of Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism.
COMPONENT 2 – UK GOVERNMENT
UK Government
– The nature, sources and reform of the British constitution
– The structure, role and powers of parliament
– The power of the Prime Minister and executive
– The relationships between the three branches of government
Optional Political Idea
This section allows students to explore the core ideas, principles,
effects, divisions and key thinkers of the political idea of Anarchism.
COMPONENT 3 – COMPARATIVE POLITICS
USA
– The US Constitution and the arguments surrounding this
guiding document of US democracy
– The power of the key institutions of government in the USA
– The extent to which ‘liberty and justice has been achieved for all
– The nature of democracy in the USA
ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW
Each component is assessed with one two hour examination
worth 33% of the qualification.
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problem solving course. A level

A LEVEL

This is very much a practical,

Product Design
A LEVEL (AQA)

Design and Technology: Product
Design requires students to
engage in both practical and
theoretical study. The course
requires students to cover
design and technology skills and
knowledge linking to: technical
principles & designing and
making principles.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
You will develop a broad view of
design and technology while you
develop your skills in designing
and making products. You will
also develop knowledge of
contemporary technologies,
materials and processes, as
well as established technologies.
You will use your creativity and
imagination to design and make
prototypes that solve real and
relevant problems, considering
your own and other’s needs,
wants and values.

In the first year of the course, you will develop an understanding
of a broad range of materials, with a greater emphasis on
understanding and applying iterative design processes. You will
also consider the broader issues for the designer including the
environmental sustainability of products and consumer safety.
In the second year, students have the opportunity to further
develop the knowledge and practical skills from Y12. You
will continue to develop a body of coursework alongside an
understanding of the processes and procedures of commercial
production and manufacture.
ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 – Technical principles. Written exam: 2.5 hours, 120
marks, 30% of A level
Paper 2 – Designing and making principles. Written exam: 1.5
hours, 80 marks, 20% of A level
Design and make project 100 marks, 50% of A level Evidence
- Written or digital design portfolio and photographic evidence
of final prototype.
FUTURE STUDY / CAREERS
Students who complete this course usually go on to higher
education to study Product Design, 3D or furniture design or
Engineering.
Increasingly, students are using their skills to study courses
such as business management, architecture and teaching.
The problem solving nature of the course can provide skills
which are important in many aspects of everyday life.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
If you have a range of good GCSE results and are strongly
motivated, then you can be successful in this subject area.
Typically, we would expect that you have completed a GCSE in
a Design and Technology subject and achieved at least a
C Grade. It would also be desirable for you to have achieved
a Grade B or above in Maths and Science where skills and
knowledge can be applied in the context of design and
technology.
If you would like any further information please see Mr Kimmings
or Mrs Hickinson.
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OVERVIEW
In order to gain entry on to this
course students will be required

Psychology
A LEVEL (AQA)

to have gained a Grade 6 in
either English, Maths or Science
and a Grade 5 in the remaining
two subjects. Students will be
required to challenge and analyse
psychological theories and
studies, alongside understanding
psychological research which will
require GCSE mathematical skills.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
The study of psychology can take
you into a wide range of fields
such as a police work, teaching,
marketing, advertising, social
work and public research.
Careers specifically related to
psychology include: clinical, child,
occupational, educational and
forensic psychologists in which
you would need to further study
at doctorate levels.
This course provides an insight
into these specifically related
psychology careers.

Psychology is the scientific stud of the human mind.
Psychologists aim to observe and record humans and animals
in order to make general laws of behaviour.
A LEVEL CONTENT
– Social influence
– Memory
– Attachment
– Psychopathology
– Approaches in Psychology
– Research Methods
– Bio-psychology
– Issues and Debates
– Schizophrenia
– Forensics
– Cognition and Development
These topics provide a wide overview of psychology and allow
students to understand the vast range of theories psychology has
proposed: enabling students to be prepared for undergraduate
level.
Students will be expected to understand, analyse and evaluate
psychological theories, concepts and studies into human
behaviour.
The course will provide fascinating discussions such as: are
people pre-programmed to become criminals, how does the
brain recover after trauma, what causes schizophrenia and
why do people conform to authority? Students will be expected
to participate in a wide range of experiments throughout the
course in order to test the accuracy of psychological theories of
human behaviour.
ASSESSMENT
The students will sit three exam papers at the end of year 13,
all being two hours long.
10% of the course will assess maths skills and 20-30% of the
course will assess understanding of research methods.
If you have any questions about the course please speak to
Miss Dickeson.
WEBLINK
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology
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Sociology at GCSE to successfully

A LEVEL

It is not necessary to have done

Sociology
A LEVEL (EDUQAS)

complete an A Level course. We
regularly have candidates who
have never studied Sociology
before the Sixth Form who
achieve excellent results. You
should have at least a grade 5
in GCSE English. You need to be
ready to question and challenge
the ideas and theories you
hear and be willing to consider
attitudes and ideas that may be
different to your own.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
An A Level in Sociology is a start
towards a career in areas such
as teaching, nursing, social work,
business, the legal profession
and the armed forces; in fact
any profession where you have
to deal with people and consider
their backgrounds. Sociology
combines well with many subjects
such as Psychology, English,
Media Studies and History and
offers excellent progression to
university.

Sociology is the study of human society, why it works in the
way it does and how we can make sense of the world around
us. Sociology is a social science – it has theories, research
methods and a body of knowledge that combine together to try
and explain human behaviour, how society operates the way it
does and why society changes.
KEY UNIT TOPICS
Socialisation, culture and identity
During this unit you will be familiarised with many of the main
concepts in sociology such as culture, socialisation and status.
You will also begin to look at how different sociological theories
explain society.
Families and households
In studying the family we examine why the family continues to
be an important institution in modern society, how the family is
changing and who has power in families in Britain today.
Education
During this unit you will examine the education system and
explore a number of key issues, such as how the education
system benefits society, whether everyone has an equal chance
of success and how our education system has developed to
meet the changing needs of society.
METHODS OF SOCIOLOGICAL ENQUIRY
In this unit we examine how sociologists research society and
evaluate the methods they use.
Social differentiation – This unit involves examination of
inequality in our society in terms of gender, age, class and
ethnicity. We examine how these things may impact upon life
chances and how sociological theories explain the continuing
inequalities in Britain today.
Crime and Deviance – The study of crime is crucial to an
understanding of power within society. In this unit we examine
key issues such as how laws are created, which social groups
commit most crime and why, and how different sociological
theories have explained crime.
ASSESSMENT
All 3 components are taken at the end of the two year A level
course.
WEBLINK
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/sociology-as-a-level/
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OVERVIEW
Students should meet the
standard entry requirements

BTEC Diploma in Health
and Social Care
BTEC LEVEL 3

for vocational courses.
An A*-C grade in Health and
Social Care/Sociology would
essential.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
These qualifications have
elements of psychology,
social policy and sociology

MANDATORY UNITS
– Human Lifespan Development

BTEC / APPLIED

be advantageous but is not

Learners will complete 6 mandatory units and 2 optional units
over the two year period of study

– Working in Health and Social Care
– Enquiries into Current Research In Health and Social Care
– Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
– Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care
– Promoting Public Health

that complement studies in

OPTIONAL UNITS

humanities and related subjects.

– Work Experience in Health and Social Care
– Sociological perspectives

The main purpose of the
qualification is to support access
to higher education degree

– Psychological perspective
– Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
– Physiological Disorders and their Care

courses, such as:

– Nutritional Health

BSC (Hons); Health and Social

The BTEC qualifications in Health and Social Care are designed
for learners to gain the knowledge, understanding and skills
for independent learning and development, not exclusively
including:

Care, Adult Social Care, Health
and Social Care/Social Policy,
Social Policy, Social Work,
Nursing, Professional Practise,
Working with Children, Young
People and Families, Psychology
and Sociology.

– A range of generic and transferrable skills
– The ability to solve problems
– The skills of project based research, development and
presentation
– The fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals
in a professional environment
– The ability to apply learning in related health and social care
and early years contexts
ASSESSMENT
This qualification is assessed by 2 written exams that are
externally marked and a combination of internally marked
assignments and tasks that are moderated by the exam board.
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OVERVIEW
Students should meet the
standard entry requirements

BTEC Extended Certificate
in Health and Social Care
BTEC LEVEL 3

for vocational courses.
An A*-C grade in Health and
Social Care/Sociology would
BTEC / APPLIED

be advantageous but is not
essential.
PROGRESSION ROUTES

Learners Complete 3 Mandatory units and 1 optional unit over
the two year programme of study.
MANDATORY UNITS
– Human Lifespan Development
– Working in Health and Social Care
– Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs

These qualifications have

OPTIONAL UNITS

elements of psychology,

– Work Experience in Health and Social Care

social policy and sociology

– Sociological perspectives

that complement studies in

– Psychological perspective

humanities and related subjects.

– Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
– Physiological Disorders and their Care

The main purpose of the

– Nutritional Health

qualification is to support access

The BTEC qualifications in Health and Social Care are designed
for learners to gain the knowledge, understanding and skills
for independent learning and development, not exclusively
including:

to higher education degree
courses, such as:
BSC (Hons); Health and Social
Care, Adult Social Care, Health
and Social Care/Social Policy,
Social Policy, Social Work,
Nursing, Professional Practise,
Working with Children, Young
People and Families, Psychology
and Sociology.

– A range of generic and transferrable skills
– The ability to solve problems
– The skills of project based research, development and
presentation
– The fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals
in a professional environment
– The ability to apply learning in related health and social care
and early years contexts
ASSESSMENT
This qualification is assessed by 2 written exams that are
externally marked and a combination of internally marked
assignments and tasks that are moderated by the exam board.
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OVERVIEW
You should meet the standard
entry requirements for the

Pearson BTEC National
Extended Certificate in Sport
BTEC LEVEL 3

vocational courses.
This course is equivalent to one A level.
Additionally, GCSE Sport Studies
or BTEC sport is preferable but

PROGRESSION ROUTES
Sports science, PE teacher,
physiotherapist, professional
sports person, sports coach
consultant, sports policy at
local and national level,
diet and fitness instructor,
personal trainer.

Possible Units:
– Anatomy and Physiology

BTEC / APPLIED

not essential.

COURSE CONTENT

– Fitness Training and Programming for Health,
Sport and Well-being
– Professional Development in the Sports Industry
– Sports Leadership
– Application of Fitness Testing
– Sports Psychology
– Practical Sports Performance
– Coaching for Performance
Personal Skills Required:
– Be able to work effectively and efficiently independently
– Be able to research key sporting concepts
– Be familiar with Microsoft word and internet search engines
– Have a keen interest in the theory behind practical sport
Learners will be assessed by producing evidence by:
– Write up findings of their own research
– Using case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar
situations
– Carry out projects for which they have choice over the
direction and outcomes
– Demonstrate practical and technical skills
– Completing examinations – all learners take the same
assessment at the same time, with a written outcome
in a exam format
Each Unit can be awarded at Pass, Merit or Distinction. The
final award contains two grades, with a combination of Pass,
Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.

SIXTH FORM

59

OVERVIEW
General entry requirements
for the Sixth Form are suitable

AQA Extended Certificate in
Applied Business
AQA LEVEL 3

for this course, 5 grades of
grade 4 or better. There is no
requirement to have studied

BTEC / APPLIED

Business before.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
A Level 3 Extended Certificate
in Applied Business is good
preparation for students
considering both Higher
Education and entry into work.
Students with this qualification
will often consider management
degrees as well as more general
degrees in business studies.

Five of the six units making up this qualification are mandatory.
Learners must choose one optional unit from a range of three
to complete the six units required for the qualification.
AQA Applied Business at Level 3 is a course aimed at any
student interested in business studies and offers an exciting
and contextualised way to learn about the subject. It provides
learners with the opportunity to pick up credit towards their
final grade as they move through the course, with it’s more
flexible assessment structure. Students interested in taking
the subject to degree level are well placed having followed this
programme of study in year 12 and 13.
Unit 5 Developing a business proposal is the qualification’s
synoptic assessment unit. Undertaken with, and integrated
into, the learner’s chosen optional unit (either Unit 6, 7 and
8), the learner is required to apply the business knowledge
and skills acquired in Units 1, 2, 3 and 4. In particular, Unit 3
offers the learner the opportunity to pursue further the business
idea developed in the synoptic assessment for the Certificate
qualification.
COURSE CONTENT
– Financial planning and analysis – Exam – 1 hour 30 minutes
– Business dynamics – Coursework
– Entrepreneurial opportunities – Assignment
– Managing and leading people – Exam – 1 hour 30 minutes
– Developing a business proposal – Coursework
– Managing an event – Coursework

60

JRS
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GCSE IT is not required to
take this course. General entry

OCR Cambridge TEC
Extended Certificate in IT
OCR LEVEL 3

requirements for the Sixth Form
are sufficient – 5 grades of grade
4 or higher.

COURSE CONTENT

Students may progress into

MANDATORY UNITS:

either higher education or

– Fundamentals of IT
Information learnt in this unit will provide a solid foundation
in the fundamentals of hardware, networks, software, the
ethical use of computers and how business uses IT.

employment from this course.
Higher education degrees
include: computer science,
Information systems, Multimedia,
Software Engineering, Computer
Networking, Computer Animation,
Business and Information
Management.

BTEC / APPLIED

PROGRESSION ROUTES

This is a 2 year vocational course with 6 units and is equivalent
to one A level.

– Global Information
This unit provide students with a greater understanding of
how organisations use information sources both internally
and externally and the types of information you will
encounter. The skills gained by completing this unit will give
students knowledge of the functionality of information and
how data is stored and processed by organisations.
OPTIONAL UNITS:
– Cyber Security
– Mobile Technology
– Internet of everything
– Computer Systems (Hardware)
ASSESSMENT
3 units are external exams and three units are portfolio based
assessment evidence which is centre-assessed and externally
moderated. All units are graded: Pass, Merit, Distinction,
Distinction*.
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Applying for a place...
COLLABORATION WITH
HUNTINGTON SIXTH FORM
As part of our commitment to offer
the broadest range of courses to
all our students, Huntington and
Joseph Rowntree Sixth Forms
are strengthening their existing
partnership. We continue to collaborate
on a small number of courses, which are
identified within the course information.
Whilst retaining our own distinct identity, we
will work closely to ensure that the quality of
learning, teaching, guidance and support is
outstanding in both institutions.

NEXT STEPS
For more information about a particular
course, please see the member of staff
indicated in the course description. For
students not currently at The Joseph
Rowntree School, please contact Mr
Coleman for further information.
Please note that from time to time
a course may be withdrawn due to
insufficient student numbers, or may be
added to the collaboration with Huntington
to allow students to pursue it. This will be
communicated to students at the earliest
opportunity.

THE APPLICATION PROCESS
All students wanting to join our Sixth Form
should follow the steps described below.
Application forms will be distributed to
internal students after Open Evening on
November 3rd. Students not currently at
The Joseph Rowntree School should
download an application form from the
website after Open Evening, or can pick one
up at the event itself.

1. Complete an Application Form and return
it to Mr Coleman by no later than Friday
22nd January 2021. Instructions to help
you complete the form can be found on
the form itself.
2. Taster Days – Further information and
details on how to book our taster days on
14th January 2021 will be published on
our website.
3. For students currently at The Joseph
Rowntree School: We will write to you
following your mock exam results to
confirm that your application has been
accepted. If there are any problems with
the subjects that you have chosen, we
will contact you as soon as possible in the
Spring Term to discuss this.
4. For students NOT currently at The
Joseph Rowntree School: once we have
received your application we will contact
your current school for a reference and
predicted GCSE grades. We will make you
an offer after this information has been
received.
5. Details of an induction event in the
summer term will be sent to all students
who have been offered a conditional
place.
6. When the GCSE results are published in
August 2021 we will confirm your place in
the Sixth Form.
Please do not hesitate to speak to Mr
Coleman to find out more. Whatever
subjects you choose we are certain that
you will thoroughly enjoy The Joseph
Rowntree Sixth Form and make the most
of the opportunities it will bring.
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“ Without doubt the best two
years of my life so far...”

Haxby Road
New Earswick
York YO32 4BZ
T 01904 552100
E contact@josephrowntree.york.sch.uk
W josephrowntree.co.uk
@JRS6THFORM

EXPLORE

YOUR FUTURE

WITH US

