the right school to grow in

THE
JOSEPH ROWNTREE SCHOOL

WELCOME
TO THE JOSEPH ROWNTREE SCHOOL
Welcome to The Joseph Rowntree School
prospectus. We are a good and improving school
that is committed to being a school where students
can thrive. At the heart of our work is a belief that
we are the ‘Right School to Grow in’.
Choosing the right school for your child is an important
decision. I hope the information in this prospectus, on our
website, and at our Open Evening will help you see how
successful your child can be at The Joseph Rowntree School.
Dave Hewitt
Headteacher

I am extremely happy with the school’s ethics,
high standards, professionalism and dedication.
Year 7 Parent

“

A broad and rigorous curriculum challenges students of all
abilities to achieve their best. We have high expectations of
our students and give them every opportunity to enjoy school
and make strong progress. Students are well supported
by their teachers and pastoral teams. They are seen as
individuals. Members of staff work tirelessly to ensure that
they are safe, happy and successful.

OUR SCHOOL HOUSES
In ancient Roman times, it was a custom to donate
hazel plants to bring happiness. The hazel tree is a
symbol of wisdom, knowledge and creativity.

The willow tree represents hope, a sense of belonging,
and safety and the ability to be resilient and to grow
strong. The image of the willow tree is a symbol of
stability, hope and healing.

Easily recognisable for its beautiful green leaves and
tiny acorns, the oak is treasured across the world as
a symbol of wisdom and endurance. Oak trees are a
symbol of strength, protection and courage.

Aspis, the aspen's Greek name, means shield, which
was one of the many traditional uses of its wood. The
aspen tree represents determination, vision and bravery.
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VISION AND ETHOS STATEMENT
We are committed to being a school where students and staff thrive. We are
the right school to grow in because we:

R espect all members of our community
O vercome obstacles to success
W ork together collaboratively
N urture talent
T each and learn through inspiration
R ecognise excellence
E mbrace diversity
E ncourage wellbeing

“

Students feel well supported and
known by key staff, and are very
positive about the school.
CYC Review
THE RIGHT SCHOOL TO GROW IN l 3

EXCITING AND
SUCCESSFUL
LEARNING

Our purpose-built facility allows new and stimulating
approaches to successful learning. At the core of the school
is a commitment to high quality delivery of personalised
lessons.
We offer a wide range of learning opportunities. At Key Stage
3 (Years 7-9) students follow a core curriculum of English,
Maths, Science, IT, a Modern Foreign Language, Art, Drama,
Music, History, Geography, Religious Education and Design
Technology (incorporating Food, Textiles, Resistant Materials
and Graphics).

At Key Stage 4 students are given a broad choice of
qualifications including subjects beyond the core curriculum,
such as Sociology and Business Studies. While traditional
GCSEs, especially combinations that lead to the English
Baccalaureate, are popular we also offer a range of BTEC
and Vocational qualifications.
At The Joseph Rowntree School we have skilled, enthusiastic
and professional teachers who encourage independence and
creativity amongst our students. The quality of relationships
between staff and students has consistently been praised
by inspectors and parents/carers alike. This is matched by
a real commitment to challenge and inspire all students,
regardless of their chosen pathway.

SIXTH FORM
We are proud to have a Sixth Form with a strong
identity, clear vision and track record of success.
Students are inspired to achieve their best whilst
playing a full role in the wider life of the Sixth Form.

PASTORAL SUPPORT
Our pastoral team provides excellent care for our students. Each year
has a dedicated Progress Leader (a teaching member of staff) and a
Pastoral Manager (a non-teaching member of staff.) This balance of
staff gives a strong focus on academic progress and pastoral care.
Pastoral managers are available throughout the day to deal with any issues that may
arise and give support when it is needed. Proactive contact with parents/carers is
maintained to build strong partnerships.
Attendance, punctuality, behaviour and progress are all monitored with swift
intervention where expectations are not met and rewards where they are.
Parents and carers can monitor attendance, progress and positive comments
through our WEDUC App to help them remain up to date with how their child
is doing.

• We enjoy high levels of academic success and personal
achievement. Teaching is academically challenging,
with an emphasis on unequivocal support and guidance
for all students.

We work closely with our feeder primary schools to achieve a smooth transition to
secondary school through our transition events and information sharing.

• We have an excellent record of progression into higher
education. Almost all students gain a place at their first
choice university, or a place on an increasing range of
alternative pathways such as apprenticeships.

You should be incredibly proud
of the pastoral care offered by
Joseph Rowntree.

• We offer a rounded experience through enrichment
lessons, personal development opportunities and social
occasions to broaden the Sixth Form experience.

Year 7 Parent
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“

At the heart of The Joseph Rowntree School is a
commitment that we will do all we can to ensure
that students make the best possible progress,
regardless of their ability.
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EXCITING
OPPORTUNITIES
BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM
The Joseph Rowntree School is very proud of the
extra curricular opportunities it is able to offer
its students. In a normal year, without Covid-19
restrictions, we offer students:
• A wide variety of extra curricular activities throughout the
school day and after school. These include additional
subjects, sport, drama, music and chess clubs.
• Opportunities to experience different cultures through
foreign exchanges. Trips to Lake Garda with the Rugby
team, Disney Land Paris with Business Studies and the
France and Belgium trip with Languages have been
recent highlights.
• An annual residential trip in KS3 that all students are
encouraged to attend.

AN INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

• The chance to take part in The Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme which provides an excellent introduction to
challenging activities and voluntary service.
• Ample opportunities to represent the school and
community through a wide range of activities and
Enterprise competitions.

We are an inclusive school that nurtures students to help them make
the most of their individual talents, interests and abilities.
We have very high expectations of our students and challenge them through lessons
and extra-activities to achieve excellence. Students with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND) are offered comprehensive support from our SENCO and
team of Teaching Assistants.

“

• The chance to take part in a number of successful sports
teams. Many students reach County and National levels.
• The opportunity to develop skills such as teamwork
through fundraising for activities and charities.
• Involvement at National level with the National Youth
Orchestra and the National Youth Choir.
• The chance to be part of our Performing Arts Faculty
productions. Recent productions include; Beauty and
the Beast, School of Rock, High School Musical, Annie
and The Addams Family.

Our daughter was new to the area as well as new to school
and we couldn’t be happier with how well she has settled in.
Year 7 Parent

THE WILTSHIRE CENTRE FOR AUTISM
Our centre for Autistic children offers specialist support, care and
teaching through a dedicated team of staff.

Safeguarding is
highly effective

“

Ofsted, May 2017
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Students with Autism are fully integrated into the life of the school, but can
also access their own area with learning spaces, a kitchen, outdoor seating and
a chill out space. We have a thriving sports programme within the Wiltshire
Centre and students have won numerous trophies in several local and
national competitions.
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the right school to grow in

THE JOSEPH ROWNTREE SCHOOL
Haxby Road
New Earswick
York YO32 4BZ
T 01904 552100
E contact@josephrowntree.york.sch.uk
W josephrowntree.co.uk
@jrowntreeschool

working together to achieve success

“

“

