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ADDENDUM - COVID-19 Behaviour Policy at The Joseph Rowntree School to be read 
in conjunction with the existing Behaviour Policy.  
 
Context 
 
From September 2021, students are expected to attend school full time. While coronavirus 
(COVID-19) remains in the community, this means making judgments at a school level about 
how to balance and minimise any risks from coronavirus (COVID-19) with providing a full 
educational experience for children and young people.  

 
Rationale 
 
It is important for schools to be calm and disciplined environments, where everyone follows 
the rules. This addendum to The Joseph Rowntree School Behaviour Policy reflects additional 
protective measures put in place to address specific behaviour that may place students or 
members of staff at risk from COVID 19. It also includes appropriate consequences so that 
staff can ensure pupils understand them and can enforce them rigorously. This is particularly 
important when considering restrictions on movement within school and current hygiene rules.  
 
The disciplinary powers that schools currently have, including suspension, remain in place.  
 
Risk Assessment 
 
The health and safety of our students and staff is paramount at this time, and The Joseph 
Rowntree School has undertaken rigorous risk assessment and followed advice including: 

 
• Additional protective measures, such as increased ventilation and encouraging good 

hand and respiratory hygiene. 
• Enhanced cleaning arrangements 
• A requirement that people who are ill or symptomatic stay at home.  

 
Induction 
 
All students returning to school in September have taken part in an induction which sets out 
the following rules: 

 

1. Clean hands more often than is usual 

 

Students must: 

a. Follow school instructions on hygiene, such as hand washing and sanitising. 

b. Wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry 

them thoroughly 

c. OR if not able to do this - use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all 

parts of the hands are covered 

d. Follow these procedures at the following times – 

 on entry to school 

 after going to the toilet 

 before and after eating 

 

2. Ensure good hygiene 

 

Students should: 

a. Adhere to the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
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b. Avoid touching their face 

c. Wash their clothes regularly, as there is some evidence that the virus can stay 

on fabrics. Short sleeved shirts should be worn or long sleeve shirts should 

have their sleeves rolled up to the elbow 

 

3. Follow school rules and expectations 

 

Students must  

a. Be well behaved. 

b. Be respectful. 

c. Be responsible. 

d. Listen to the teacher 

e. Raise their hand when wishing to speak. 

f. Walk in the school 

g. Allow others to learn and the teacher to teach. 

h. Follow instructions the first time. 

i. Follow social distancing guidance 

j. Remain with designated areas within school.  

Behaviour which places others at risk 
 
The Joseph Rowntree School holds the safety and wellbeing of staff and students as 
paramount.  
 
Any behaviours which could place the safety and wellbeing of students or members of staff at 
risk will be considered a serious breach of the school’s behaviour policy. In these cases, the 
headteacher will decide if allowing the student to remain in school would seriously harm the 
education or welfare of the student or others in the school, or put them at risk. The school will 
work with other agencies to address issues of serious poor behaviour related to COVID 19. 
This will include the North Yorkshire Police School Liaison Officer. 
 
Behaviours that may place students or members of staff at risk include, but is not limited to; 
sneezing, spitting or coughing at or towards another person, deliberate physical contact, 
fighting, playfighting or pushing.  
 
This also includes threats to undertake behaviours which could place the safety and wellbeing 
of students or staff at risk or where students do not stay within their designated area within the 
school. This may be a single incident, or persistent disruptive behaviour.  
 
Behaviours which place others at risk when travelling to and from school by not adhering to 
social guidelines and governmental guidance will also be considered a serious breach of the 
school’s behaviour policy.  
 
Suspension 

Head teachers retain the power to suspend or to permanently exclude students on 

disciplinary grounds. Any decision to suspend should be lawful (with respect to the legislation 

relating directly to suspensions and a school’s wider legal duties, including the European 

Convention on Human Rights and the Equality Act 2010); rational; reasonable; fair; and 

proportionate. Permanent exclusion should only be used as a last resort, in response to a 

serious breach, or persistent breaches of the school’s behaviour policy, and where allowing 
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the student to remain in school would seriously harm the education or welfare of the student 

or others in the school. 

Reasonable Adjustments 

The Joseph Rowntree School recognises that the current circumstances can affect the mental 
health of students and their parents/ carers in a way that affects behaviour.  
 
Some children will return to school having been exposed to a range of adversity including 
bereavement and long term anxiety. This may lead to an increase in social, emotional and 
mental health (SEMH) concerns. Additionally, where children have special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND), their provision may have been disrupted during partial school closure 
and there may be an impact on their behaviour. Some children will need additional support 
and access to services such as Educational Psychologists, social workers, and counsellors. 
For children and young people with SEND, it will be especially important to teach new norms 
and routines around protective measures and personal hygiene clearly and accessibly. 
 


