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Rationale and Aims 
The Collective Worship policy reflects the law, whilst also strengthening the community ethos of our school. 
Our Collective Worship is planned so as to be appropriate to all pupils of any religion or none, to enable them 
to be present and take part as appropriate.  
 

Collective worship will not assume a shared religious commitment. It will encourage pupils to consider their 
own place in the community and what it means to be a citizen. The school values the impact of collective 
worship on the wellbeing of all members of our school community and ensures that collective worship is 
regularly monitored and evaluated. All that are present for collective worship, should feel valued whatever 
their faith or personal beliefs. Under no circumstances will pupils be asked to accept beliefs, which are 
contrary to their family background. They will reflect the beliefs and backgrounds of individual pupils and 
encourage a voluntary response from pupils. Worship will acknowledge and respect the responses of 
individual pupils and provide opportunities for them to express their feelings. 
 

The school seeks to provide acts of worship which: 
 

 Is in accord with the requirements of all relevant education legislation, Government and Department 
for Children, Schools and Families guidance; 

 Have regard to the background, cultures, ages and aptitudes of the pupils involved; 

 Reflect the traditions of the school and the community it serves; 

 Can be seen as the celebration of that which we as a school can consider to be of value and worth. 
 

The aim of the collective worship policy is to provide the opportunity for students to:  

 Reflect on values that are of a broadly Christian nature and also on their own beliefs; 

 Develop a community spirit, a common ethos and shared values; 

 Consider spiritual and moral issues; 

 Respond to the moral values that are offered. 

 
Statutory requirements  
All state schools must provide a daily act of collective worship for all registered pupils up to the age of 18 
(apart from those who have been withdrawn by their parents/carers, or in the case of sixth form students, 
withdrawn themselves). 
 

The Headteacher is responsible (under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998) for arranging the 
daily collective worship, after consulting with the governing body. Daily collective worship must be wholly or 
mainly of a broadly Christian character. An act of worship is considered to be wholly or mainly of a broadly 
Christian character if it:  

(a) reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief and  
(b) is not distinctive of any particular Christian denomination. 

 

The precise nature will depend on the family background, ages and abilities of the students. However, if it is 
inappropriate for some or all of the students to take part in Christian collective worship, the Headteacher may 
apply to the local Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) for a determination to have 
this requirement lifted.  
 

Collective worship must always be inclusive. The use of the term ‘collective’ rather than ‘corporate’ to describe 
the nature of worship in schools is significant. It is a deliberate acknowledgement of the fact that schools 
comprise a collection of individuals from diverse backgrounds with widely differing beliefs. Corporate worship 
takes place among a unified ‘corpus’ or body of people with shared beliefs and common forms of worship. It 
is what takes place in churches on Sundays, synagogues on Saturdays and mosques on Fridays. Collective 
worship in schools is fundamentally different from this. 
 

The Collective Worship policy supports the following school policies: 

 Relationship and Sex Education Policy 

 Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) Policy 

 Attendance Policy 

 Single Equalities Policy (includes Equal Opportunities, Gender and Race Equality) 
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Documents which have informed the school’s RSE policy include: 

 SACRE Guidance to schools on Collective Worship (2017) 

 Education Reform Act (1988) 

 School Standards and Framework Act (1988) 

 
Curriculum Design and Delivery 
Our Collective Worship is designed to enhance the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development 
of our students. It provides opportunities for reflection, to celebrate the good, praise achievements and 
promote recognition of pupil’s own worth and potential. Examples of our Collective Worship can be viewed 
in our SMSC overview within Appendix 1. 
 

Our Collective Worship is usually provided within an assembly where students are grouped according to Year 
group or House, or within tutor time within these groups instead.  
 

Collective worship, whether in assembly or tutor time, will:  
 

 Be appropriate for all pupils (and others present), whatever their religious commitments or lack of 
religious commitments. 

 Respect the views and wishes of religious believers to engage in prayer, whilst giving others the 
opportunity to engage in meaningful personal reflection. 

 Celebrate difference and diversity. 

 Be acceptable to the whole community, staff and students  

 Include a variety of elements at different times  

 Involve the students  

 Get students thinking about their own moral values and understanding why they think in certain ways.  

 
Monitoring and Evaluation  
Our Collective Worship will be monitored as part of the whole school line management and quality assurance 
process’. Staff will be expected to provide feedback for the Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum) and the Deputy 
Headteacher (Pastoral) about the various topics and themes. They will also monitor students’ personal 
development.  
 

Students will have the opportunity to review and reflect on their learning by completing online surveys which 
are used as part of the process for monitoring the impact of the provision and content. This information will 
be influential in adapting and amending future learning activities. This provides students with the opportunity 
to evaluate and shape the ongoing Collective Worship programme. 

 
Parents/Carers Right to Withdraw  
Parents/Carers have the right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship on the grounds of conscience 
should they wish to do so, but we believe that Collective Worship is inclusive and beneficial for all pupils and 
strongly encourage participation in it. Requests for withdrawal, however infrequent should be put in writing 
using the form found in Appendix 2 of this policy and addressed to the Headteacher. This will be discussed 
with parents/carers.  
 

The Headteacher will discuss the request with parents/carers, and as appropriate, with the child to ensure 
that their wishes are understood and to clarify the nature and purpose of the curriculum and to explain the 
benefits of receiving this important aspect of our schools provision. 
 

A copy of withdrawal requests will be placed in the student’s educational record and where a student is 
withdrawn, appropriate and purposeful alternative work will be provided for the period of the withdrawal. 
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Appendix 1 

SMSC Coverage Document: 

 

 

Spiritual Moral Social Cultural 

Development area: Explore beliefs and 
experience; respect faiths, 
feelings and values; enjoy 
learning about oneself, others 
and the surrounding world; 
use imagination and creativity; 
reflect. 

Recognise right and wrong; respect 
the law; understand consequences; 
investigate moral and ethical 
issues; offer reasoned views. 

Use a range of social skills; 
participate in the local community; 
appreciate diverse viewpoints; 
participate, volunteer and 
cooperate; resolve conflict; engage 
with the 'British Values'  of 
democracy, the rule of law, liberty, 
respect and tolerance. 

Appreciate cultural influences; appreciate 
the role of Britain's parliamentary system; 
participate in culture opportunities; 
understand, accept, respect and celebrate 
diversity. 

Demonstrated by: Pupils’ spiritual development 
is shown by their:                                                                                    
- ability to be reflective about 
their own beliefs, religious or 
otherwise, that inform their 
perspective on life and their 
interest in and respect for 
different people’s faiths, 
feelings and values 
- sense of enjoyment and 
fascination in learning about 
themselves, others and the 
world around them 
- use of imagination and 
creativity in their learning 
willingness to reflect on their 
experiences. 

Pupils’ moral development is 
shown by their: 
- ability to recognise the difference 
between right and wrong and to 
readily apply this understanding in 
their own lives, recognise legal 
boundaries and, in so doing, 
respect the civil and criminal law of 
England 
- understanding of the 
consequences of their behaviour 
and actions 
- interest in investigating and 
offering reasoned views about 
moral and ethical issues and ability 
to understand and appreciate the 

Pupils’ social development is shown 
by their: 
- use of a range of social skills in 
different contexts, for example 
working and socialising with other 
pupils, including those from different 
religious, ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds 
- willingness to participate in a 
variety of communities and social 
settings, including by volunteering, 
cooperating well with others and 
being able to resolve conflicts 
effectively 
- acceptance and engagement with 
the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, 

Pupils’ cultural development is shown by 
their:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
- understanding and appreciation of the 
wide range of cultural influences that have 
shaped their own heritage and those of 
others 
- understanding and appreciation of the 
range of different cultures within school and 
further afield as an essential element of their 
preparation for life in modern Britain 
- knowledge of Britain’s democratic 
parliamentary system and its central role in 
shaping our history and values, and in 
continuing to develop Britain 
- willingness to participate in and respond 
positively to artistic, musical, sporting and 
cultural opportunities 

http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
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viewpoints of others on these 
issues. 

individual liberty and mutual respect 
and tolerance of those with different 
faiths and beliefs; they develop and 
demonstrate skills and attitudes that 
will allow them to participate fully in 
and contribute positively to life in 
modern Britain. 

- interest in exploring, improving 
understanding of and showing respect for 
different faiths and cultural diversity and the 
extent to which they understand, accept, 
respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by 
their tolerance and attitudes towards 
different religious, ethnic and socio-
economic groups in the local, national and 
global communities. 
 

Pastoral Activity: Christmas and Spiritual Values                                                                                      
Diwali                                                                                                                    
Hannukah                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Self Reflection Tasks                                                                                         
Chinese New Year                                                                                                            
Sikh New Year                                                                                                                 
Eid                                                                                                                                                                          
National Philosophy day - 
great Philosophical Questions 

Democracy Law and Liberty                                                                                  
Equality, Tolerence and Respect - 
Holocaust Remembrance and 
Holocaust Memorial day                                                                                                                                                                           
Fake News and the Impact of Social 
Media                                             
Prejudicial Language and the law                                                                  
Equality in the Workplace                                                                              
Representation in the Workplace                                                                      
Police Lifestyle Competition                                                          
US Summit Biodiversity and the 
Environment                                                                  

Being Part of a community - 
Volunteering                                                       
Student Leadership Voting                                                                                       
Rule of Law – Local Elections                                                                                 
Brexit - understanding the impact of 
Brexit and voting                                
Charity - Arc Light                                                                                                 
Royalty                                                                                                                      
Sports Relief                                                                                                                              
community and Kindness                                                                                                                   
House Name Vote                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Black history Month                                                                                             
Global refugees                                                                                                    
International day for the Elimination of 
Racial discrimination                                                                                                        
Prejudicial Language and the law                                                                    
Racism in Sport                                                                                                                                                                 
LGBTQ+ History Month 

Key dates / events: Diwali                                                                                                                    
Hannukah                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Self Reflection Tasks                                                                                         
Chinese New Year                                                                                                            
Sikh New Year                                                                                                               
Eid  

Safeguarding - Digital Safety and 
the law                                                                   
Safeguarding - Digital Literacy - bias 
and truth                                                                                                          
World Refugee Day                                                                                                     
Anti-Bullying Week                                                                                                                                                                                                             
International day for zero tolerance 
of FGM                                             
Holocaust Memorial Day                                                                                                                      
Hate Crime Week        

World Suicide Prevention Day                                                                            
World Mental Health Day                                                                                       
Autism Awareness                                                                                                   
Anti-Bullying Week                                                                                           
International day of Disabled 
Persons                                                             
Thank You Week                                                                                                
International Women's Day                                                                            
National Autism Awareness Month                                                            
Volunteer's Week                                                                                           
Celebrating Achievement - all, 
women and disabled people 

 

European Day of Languages                                                                                                                      
Black History Month                                                                                        
Armistice Day                                                                                                        
World Water Day                                                                                                  
World Refugee Day 
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Appendix 2 
 
 

Parent/Carer Form for Withdrawing Students from Collective Worship 
 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENTS/CARER 
 

Student name: Tutor Group: 

Parent/Carer Name: 

 

Reason for request to withdraw from Collective Worship: 
 
 
 

Parent/Carer Signature: 
 
Date: 
 

 

 
TO BE COMPLETED BY SCHOOL 
 

Agreed actions from discussions with parent/carer: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher Signature: 
 
Date: 
 

 
 

End of document 

 


