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We were honoured when we were asked
to be Head Boy and Head Girl, and both
of us understand that we have the 
opportunity to try and make a difference
to the school. We will both try and make
the most of this opportunity.

Over the year we hope to achieve many things
such as academic studies and we hope for 
success. We support the school and want to 
ensure that everybody’s thoughts are voiced
when we sit on the school council. 

The Head Boy
and Head Girl

The Headteacher
A warm welcome to the first edition of 
‘Connect’ - The Joseph Rowntree School
magazine. In it you will find a
celebration of all the great
things that are going on in our
school – it is a nice problem 
to have when there is more
material than space on the
pages for a magazine, and
shows how much is going on 
in our school!  

We are tremendously proud of the
achievements of all of our students, and this 
magazine will give you a real flavour of The Joseph
Rowntree School at its best. Whether it is academic
achievement or sporting excellence, demonstrating

creative flair or making a difference in the school and
local communities, The Joseph Rowntree students

demonstrate a really positive attitude to 
life as well as making the most of their 
potential. 

The next edition of ‘Connect’ will be 
published later in the academic year. It will
showcase more elements of life at our
school – a reflection of the talents and hard
work of our students and staff, and the 
continued support of parents and the local
community. I hope you like the first edition
and that it shows you how vibrant a place
The Joseph Rowntree School is.

Enjoy!

Mr R Crane
Headteacher

Chocolate Box Challenge
2013
For the second year running, NYBEP and Nestlé have
run a city-wide enterprise competition for Key Stage 4
and 5 students based around the idea of developing a
box of chocolates within the guidance of a particular
brief. The theme this year was to celebrate 150 years
of Nestlé as a company.

The challenge was delivered in school across the Enterprise
groups in Year 10. Their initial ideas were developed and 
presented with the overall winning team going on to represent
the school in the final at Nestlé on Tuesday 19th November.

After much deliberation and consideration from the judges from
both NYBEP and Nestlé, the winning team from school was chosen.
Team name: Nestalgia
Team members: Millie Carr, Molly Horner, Olivia Bennett.
Prize: Trophy, shopping vouchers and the biggest KitKat you
will ever see – coming in at 3.5kg!

Students also had an insight into the Nestlé UK & Ireland 
headquarters for confectionery, with a tour of the KitKat plant, 
a chance to make their own confectionery in the Nestlé 
Innovation Kitchen and an opportunity to hear from Nestlé’s
latest apprentice and graduate recruits. 

Millie Carr said afterwards: “I really enjoyed presenting our 
creative ideas to other schools and Nestlé. It was an eye 
opening experience... the day was really fun and I learned
more about future careers.”

The students were a credit to themselves and to the school
and fully deserved the win.

Mr R Ayres, Business Studies

Photo by Richard Walker – on behalf of ImageNorth

Construction at the 
John Lewis site
This year’s Work Related Learning Year 10 group had
an early look at the John Lewis development, Monks
Cross. The visit was organised as part of their BTEC
Construction course. The group was met by Richard
France the Managing Director of the Oakgate Group.
The boys were given a grand tour and were impressed
with the scale and detail of the project.

Mr M Kilmartin, Work Related Learning

Text book Art
Jeremy Brown, in the Sixth Form,
wants to study design for the 
theatre and has been 
interested in installation art.

He has created this piece using 
paper from old text books and all his
old revision notes.The picture shows
how the work has been created. 

Mrs L Hick, Art Department
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The School Council

Results of Parent 
Governor Election
We are pleased to announce the return of Anthony
Clarke, Dilys Jones and Suzanne West to our Governing
Body and would like to welcome Julie Dickinson, Sarah
Fletcher and Martin Whiteley in joining us for their first
term as Parent Governors. Congratulations and we look
forward to working with you during the next four years!

Steps towards making a difference
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Celebration of Achievement
Congratulations to our worthy prize winners

Trophies awarded: 
The Percy Roberts Student Council Trophy for services to the
school council was awarded to Phoebe Leather.

The David Harry Award was given to Jacob George for outstanding
contribution to the life of the school and who is himself an 

outstanding musician playing as lead violinist in the National
Youth Orchestra.

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation Trophy went to Imogen
Bawtry in recognition of outstanding contribution to the wider 
community with her charity work.

The Chadha Trophy was awarded to Andrew Corner in recognition
of outstanding personal achievement.

Ms E Armstrong, Assistant Headteacher

This academic year we have seen our Sixth Form grow 
in size to approximately 250 students. We have also 
welcomed over 40 students into Y12 from other 
secondary schools in York. 

Life in the Sixth Form is about working hard and having fun. 
Students have made a great start to their AS or A2 courses and
Y13 students have had the additional challenge of completing 
their university applications. Applications have been made to 
universities including Oxford and Cambridge, and to competitive
courses including medicine and veterinary medicine; we wish all
students the very best of luck. 

On the social side of life we have enjoyed a party within the first
few weeks of term, and our annual fancy dress day in support 
of Children in Need, helping to raise over £400 for the charity. 

Miss S Billinge, Head of Sixth Form, 
Assistant Headteacher

New Earswick Primary School 
Visit to the Science Department
Year 5 students enjoyed a morning of exciting science activities on their
‘Taste of Science’ session at The Joseph Rowntree School this week. 

This event provided students with an experience of hands-on practical science, 
including activities such as making slime and using bunsen burners, as well as a visit
to The Hub for refreshments and a trip to our 3D Lecture Theatre to watch a short
film on space. The morning was finished off with some explosive demonstrations and
a brave New Earswick class teacher who kindly let us set her on fire!

All in all, the students had a busy morning and were commended for their enthusiasm
and the mature nature with which they carried out the tasks.

Mrs R King, Teacher of Science

Putting your 
foreign language 
to the test! 

Vocational Learning
Inspire Hair and Beauty Training Salon
caters for students aged 14– 19 with 
a range of full and part time Hair and
Beauty courses available.

Together with very high standards of teaching and learning, 
we offer students the opportunity to practise Hair and Beauty 

skills on clients within the Commercial
Salon open to the public. 

What the students say... “I did 
a Hair and Beauty Diploma here 
in Year 10 and 11. The teachers
are so welcoming and helpful to
everyone. I am really enjoying my course and staying on for
Level 3 Hair next year.” - Hannah Armitage, Level 2 Hairdressing

Miss J Atkinson, Hair & Beauty

Connect Magazine - Issue 1

The French Exchange with César Lemaître in Vernon has been
running since 1981 and Ms. Armstrong was there for the very
first one. In October, we were on the 32nd French Exchange! 

What a tremendous group of young students who were indeed impressive
ambassadors for their school, country and families!  It is such an unique 
experience being in a French family, attending a French school and 
experiencing the many cultural delights on offer.  It has to be the very 
best way to try out your French and for me it was wonderful to see our
young people enjoying and making the most of the challenge. 

The next round of recruitment for the French and German exchanges is 
in February - don’t miss out!  Contact: ea@josephrowntree.york.sch.uk

Ms E Armstrong, Assistant Headteacher

Photo by Nigel Holland

courtesy of The Press
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Hockey - Year 11 Team
To be part of the Year 11 Hockey team is such an
amazing opportunity.  Our team players are:  Megan
Kane (Captain), Amy Storey, India Luck, Molly Plews,
Kelsey Dobson, Alex Richardson, Emily Mason, Abi
Whitehead, Natasha Blowers, Lauren Marsh, Niamh
Brannigan, Leah Kitson, Tabatha Olney and Phoebe
Leather.  We are a very successful team and always
give the opposition a good fight!

India Luck, Year 11

Netball
The Joseph Rowntree
School netballers continue
to train hard and play hard.
The Under 12s have just
started playing matches
and are undefeated!

The Under 13s have achieved
great standards and are at
the top of the league tables. 
More than 20 Year 10s 
regularly train and are also
undefeated.

On the 8th October 2013, 
at the U16B Netball 
Tournament, Beth Blanchard
(GA), Charlotte Harvey (GS),

Lydia Harrison (WA), Alice Dunlop (C), Phoebe Leather (WD),
Hannah Cooper (GD), and Tabatha Olney (GK), all part of
Joseph Rowntree’s B Netball Team had a very successful
start in the York Area Netball Tournament winning their
first match against Joseph Rowntree C Team 5-3.  

In the end the team felt proud that they had won 2 out of 
their 3 matches but it was just unfortunate they couldn’t
quite grasp first place.

Lydia Harrison, Year 11

U16s National Schools Netball - 8th October 2013

The A Team, consisting of Emily Mason (GK), Molly Plews,
(GD), Alex Richardson (WD), Meg Kane (C), Abbie King
(WA), Amy Storey (GA) and Kelsey Dobson (GS), were very
successful in the area round of the National School’s 
Tournament on Tuesday 8th October.  Winning every match
they glided through to the County Round after defeating 
St Peter’s in the semi-final and then Huntington in the final
with a score of 10-6.  The whole team felt so proud to have
once again gone through the Area Round undefeated - as
they did in Year 9.

Kelsey Dobson, Year 11

Football Report
Extra-Curricular sport has had an action
packed half term with the football season
in full flow. 

All year groups have started strongly with the
most noticeable performances from the Year 11
team beating Bootham 7-1, with Sam Jeffery
scoring a brace and getting Man of the Match.  

The Year 7 football squad of 30 students makes
it a difficult decision to choose a starting 11.
They have progressed to the next round of the
York and District Cup with a win over Selby as
have the Year 8 football team who overcame
Selby 4-3 in a two leg affair. It’s still all to play
for after the mid-season break as the teams
look to build on early success.

York School 
Cross Country 
Championships
19th November 2013, York Knavesmire
Amy Storey, Year 7, ran the perfect race to WIN the whole
competition -    a first in the history of The Joseph Rowntree
School!! Jess Holder 19th, Laura May 20th, and Katarina
Blowes 21st all qualified for the York Team.  Jess Kilner 
33rd out of 109 runners added to the score to put Joseph
Rowntree School 2nd in the City.  

Junior Girls
A great run by Caitlin Gough Year 8 saw her positioned 6th
which is a great achievement as she was running against Year
9 girls. Alice Delahay 18th, Issy McLaughlin 27th & Beth
Bendall-Hall 49th helped the team into 2nd place in the City.

Lucky number 7...  
the story of Vaudeville
Productions

Welcome to Vaudeville!  The Performing Arts Faculty at 
The Joseph Rowntree School, formed in September 2011,

combining Music, Drama and Theatre, Media and Dance. 

Performing Arts is central to all students’ learning in the school; in the classroom, 
through extracurricular opportunities, and through our links with local primary schools and 
the community. Vaudeville productions to date are impressive:

February 2011, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.

July 2011, Rent: School Edition, an opera based on La Bohème, the show 
was a sell-out success.

February 2012, We Will Rock You, with a cast numbering closer to 120. 

July 2012, Cabaret, once again a sell-out success.

February 2013, Les Misérables with over 100 students 
who auditioned for the cast. Two out of the four nights sold out 

completely within 30 minutes of going on sale!  

July 2013, Avenue Q: School Edition, we were the very 
first school in England to be given the performance rights for this 
famous musical.

And now to show number 7, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, a stadium rock opera.  The show will run from

Monday 10th – Thursday 13th February in the Vaudeville 
Theatre.  Tickets go on sale on Friday 10th January.  Please

contact the school on 01904 552100 or look on our website
for further details.  

Mrs R Clarke, Head of the Performing Arts

S
porting success...

More sport overleaf...

Year 8

Year 10

Year 7
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Supporting
Great 
Charities!!
The team here at 
Inspire Hair & Beauty
Training Salon is 
always looking to 
support local and 
national charities. 

On Wednesday 13th November we had a small team of 
Fire Fighters in the salon having their legs waxed by our
Beauty team in aid of St Leonards Hospice in York. This was
a great evening raising £200. We would like to say a big
thank you to Huntington Fire Station for their participation. 

On Friday 15th March this year the Hair & Beauty department
organised a Hairdressing and Dance competition in aid of
Children in Need; This was a fantastic and very entertaining
evening raising £277.79. The success of this event means
we will have something up our sleeves for Sports Relief
Friday 21st March 2014!

Miss J. Atkinson, Hair & Beauty

Inspire Hair & Beauty Training Salon
is open to the public for both Hair &
Beauty Treatments. With shockingly
low prices and monthly offers 
combined with highly skilled young
trainees, appointments go fast so
book early to avoid disappointment! 

Here’s what one of our clients had to say...
“The students have an extremely professional 
work ethic when dealing with clients, which 
makes for an enjoyable experience” - Sandra Judd

Contact us...

North Yorkshire Lord Taverner’s
Boccia Tournament
On the 20th November Ben Robinson, Andrew Corner
(Captain), Bayley Simpson and Kathryn West went to
the North Yorkshire Lord Taverner’s Boccia Tournament
sponsored by Boccia England. The tournament was held
in Poppleton and teams from all around North Yorkshire
participated in this annual event. We were unbeatable
and it was well worth all the hard work.  

By becoming North 
Yorkshire champions, 
we will now go onto 
the Yorkshire finals 
early next year.

Many thanks to Haxby
Town Council for their 
support in giving us 
a grant to buy an 
official Boccia set 
earlier this year. 

Mr B. Cornforth, Wiltshire 
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OPEN Tuesday–Friday
Call in for a price list or book now - 01904 552117

Beauty Offers
New year, new you!!
Inspire Pamper Package –

Relaxing mini facial, Eye lash 
package (eye brow shape & tint,

eyelash tint, hand treatment 
(file, buff & polish)

Only £12.00

Hair Offers
New year, new look!!

Receive a ½ price
blow dry

when you book any 
colouring service!

C
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Dates for your diary!
16 Dec 2013 Christmas Concert – 7 p.m. 

18 Dec 2013 Christmas Dinner will be served
complete lunch is £2.40 
(other alternatives available)

20 Dec 2013 A Non Uniform Day

School closes at 12.15 p.m.
for the Christmas holiday

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
23 December 2013 – 3 January 2014

6 Jan 2014 Training Day
(students not in school)

7 Jan 2014 Students return to school

10 Jan 2014 Tickets go on sale for 
Jesus Christ Superstar

22 Jan 2014 Year 9 Full Report issued

23 Jan 2014 Year 9 Choices Evening

30 Jan 2014 Year 9 Parents’ Evening

10-13 Feb 2014 Performance of 
Jesus Christ Superstar 
in Vaudeville

14 Feb 2014 School closes at 3.10 p.m.
for half term

The Joseph Rowntree School Parents Teachers and Friends Association exists to provide closer
links between home and school, and it is an excellent way to bring staff, parents and friends together 
socially in support of the school. All parents and members of the school community are welcome to
come along and join us. Contact: ea@josephrowntree.york.sch.uk  for further information.PARENTS, TEACHERS &

FRIENDS ASSOCIATION

PTFA


