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We were honoured when we were asked to be Head Boy and Head Girl last year, and both looked forward
to the year ahead of us. 

It was a fun year but that didn't come without hard work, and we couldn't have managed the past year without the support
of Mr Scott and Mr Crane, so we would like to thank them for all the help they have offered us, and Mr Scott especially
for giving us this opportunity in the first place. Mrs Clarke has guided us through the year and been there with us all the
way, so we would particularly like to thank her for everything she has done for us. 

We moved into the new building 6 months into our journey at the school and since then we have the seen the arrival of
Mr Crane and Mr Davies, whose introduction into the school has changed things considerably. It is strange to think how
far everything has come since we joined the school and are proud to have been able to have an influence in the running
of the school, and hope that our influence on the school as members of the school council is long lasting. 

This year has been like no other. It has been the hardest
working yet enjoyable of our school careers. We have had
the opportunity to speak at events such as the Christmas
and Easter concerts as well as evenings for prospective 
students. We hope that our assemblies which we have 
created and presented throughout the year have been 
informative and somewhat engaging, as we moved away
from the traditional formats with a more fun and engaging
edge, a particular highlight being feeding of a fiery 
concoction of mustard and various other condiments to 
the blindfolded Mrs Clarke in front of the entirety of Year 
11. By engaging in these activities, we hope to have 
developed useful skills for later in life. 

We have also headed up the school council, a role we find
incredibly fulfilling as we know we are making a difference 
to how the school is run, with particular focus this year 
being pinned on the reintroduction of the house system. 

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the
new Head Girl and Head Boy. For us it has been a once in a
lifetime experience that we will never forget and we hope
theirs will be just as good.

Tabatha Olney and Harry Gibb

THE HEADTEACHER
A very warm welcome to the second edition of
Connect - the magazine of The Joseph Rowntree
School. In it you will find a celebration of just
some of the many fantastic things that are 
happening in our school. 

The Fame production looks fantastic, and it is great to
see so many people involved behind the scenes as well
as on the stage! 

We are really looking forward to re-launching the House
System with the original names in September, and we are
busy planning lots of academic and sporting competitions
for students from each of the Houses to be involved in. 

It is brilliant to see so many extra-curricular activities 
reflected in this edition of Connect, reflecting the buzz
that there always is about the school, and it is a real 
privilege to be a part of it on a day to day basis. 

Our ethos is all about developing the talents of all of our
learners, and that clearly shines through in our magazine. 

Enjoy!

Mr R. Crane
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HEAD BOY, HEAD GIRL HANDOVER

REINTRODUCING 
THE HOUSE SYSTEM

WILBERFORCE HOUSE
William Wilberforce (1759-1833)

was an English politician and 
philanthropist. He headed up a 

parliamentary campaign against 
the British Slave Trade for twenty-
six years until the Slave Trade Act
was brought in, in 1807. He was

convinced of the importance of 
religion, morality and education. 

TEMPLE HOUSE
William Temple (1881-1944) was 
a bishop in the Church of England,
and he served as the Archbishop of
York in 1929-1942 and eventually
went on to be the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1942-1944. He had 
a vision of what a just post-war 
society would look like.

MORRELL HOUSE
Morrell (1873-1963) was a York 
author, historian and also a Lord
Mayor of York. He was a key person 
in helping to set up York University.
Morrell loved writing about York, for
example ‘The Monuments of York’,
because he loved the City. He was
made an Honorary Freeman of the
City of York. 

SEEBOHM HOUSE
Benjamin Seebohm Rowntree

(1871-1954) spent time looking
into poverty in York. He was inspired

by his father, Joseph Rowntree, 
and the work of Charles Booth. He 

studied the living conditions in York. 

From September, we will be reintroducing the
House System to The Joseph Rowntree School,
and we will be keeping the original names of
the Houses we had in the old school. There will
be four Houses. The aim will be to introduce a
number of Inter-House competitions. 

Here is a brief introduction to the Houses. There will
be a House tie to be worn with pride.

The student council discussing the House system.
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What? 
The AMP Awards is an exciting Music and
Enterprise Competition for young people 
to take part in a ‘battle of the bands’ 
competition in front of music industry
judges, including James Houston, leading
light behind the Galtres Parklands Festival.  
The Awards also offer school enterprise
teams a rare opportunity to work with 
external business mentors to deliver a 
key part of the event. These tasks range
from creating a VIP party to front of 
house duties, merchandising and PR.

When and Where? 
On the 3rd March a thrilled audience
stamped and cheered the arrival of the UK
AMP Awards in York. Six schools and their 
enthusiastic supporters filled the Barbican to
create a fantastic music and enterprise event.

What did the mentors say?
“Team Chorus and The Black Hawks have worked phenomenally hard. From starting to write songs to raising £500+ for a charity in three
months is a tall order; to do it with such creativity, passion and determination is fantastic. Entrepreneurship really does beckon.”
Mr R. Ayres, Head of Business Studies

How?
Drawing attention to the project was tough,
as preparations clashed with mocks, the 
undeniably wonderful school production 
of ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ and half term.
Yet, all the hard work paid off with a great 
performance by The Black Hawks, a 
professional programme, high programme
sales and an overall income generation of
£693. A contribution was also made to
Pump Aid, the nominated charity of the 
AMP Awards.

Who?
Joseph Rowntree’s Year 11 enterprise 
team, Team Chorus, were given the task 
of producing the event programme.  Not
only this, but the team also had to promote
and arrange band heats, create a band
video, an enterprise video, sell tickets to 
the Barbican event, give a presentation, 
sell the programmes on the night AND 
raise over £500 in the process.

Team Chorus comprised:  Emma Appleyard,
Georgia Dodsworth, Lizzie Hall, Matt Hall,
Emma Keenleyside, Ellen Maynard-Smith,
Lauren Marsh, Katie McKenzie, Katie
Smith, Georgina Stalley.
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Courtesy Richard Ayres

The Black Hawks

Sixth Form Health and Care students as part of their
coursework carry out individual investigations into 

different diseases. 

They had a presentation from Mr. Mike Francis representing
the Guy Francis Bone Cancer Research Fund and were very

moved by his story and the high incidence of bone cancer in
teenagers. To support the research they had a very successful

bake sale and raised £110 towards the Fund.

Mrs G. Bond, Assistant Headteacher

THE GUY FRANCIS CHARITY
YEAR 7 

KNITTING FOR CHARITY

The clicking of needles and the mantra of ‘in, round,
through, off’ was often heard this half term as the
whole of Year 7 have been learning the skill of knitting.

They all had a lot of fun trying to coordinate their fingers, eyes
and brains and many made great progress. They were supported
by staff and student mentors to develop this worthwhile skill 
and produced 5 blankets which will be taken to the RSPCA to
be used by needy cats and dogs.  Well done Year 7!

Mrs Paver and Mrs Robinson

SPORT NEWS...
Our students are taking part in the Under 19s North Yorkshire School
Games on Sunday 29 June and also, Ben Robinson has been selected
again to represent Yorkshire in the National School Games in Manchester
in September... watch this space!

CREATIVE LEARNING, ART
& SPORT

Chloe Henderson, Y13

Yannie Tang, Y11

Esme Wallace, Y11

Katy Hoste, Y11

Katy Hoste, Y11

Ceramics

Food Ceramics

Sixth Form Science Textiles
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Year 13 enjoyed a great night at their Leavers’ Ball, 
which was held on Friday 16 May, at the Parsonage Hotel
in Escrick.  We were very lucky with the weather and the 
sun shone as we posed for photographs in the gardens 
of the hotel.  

We welcomed back Mrs Hornby, who had been Head of Year for the
Joseph Rowntree students between Y7-Y11, along with Dr Davies,
Mrs Kisby (both currently on maternity leave) and Mrs Hayes Wynne
(who left the school last year and was a Year 12 tutor).  

After enjoying a three course meal, Sixth Form Presidents Ellie
Green and Alex Perry led the after dinner speeches supported by
the Sixth Form Committee: Callum Blanchard, Phoebe Clarke, 
Chris Campbell, Beth Ellis, Eloise Garlick, Jacob George, Maisie
Hickey, James Kelly, Rhiannon Watters and Nick West. Having
‘trained’ in ballroom dancing for the last half term, the evening 
was then rounded off with a foxtrot, cha cha cha and finally a disco.  

As ever, the Sixth Form were a credit to the school, and it was a
fabulous evening!  The Class of 2014 have been a very charismatic
and hard working group of people who have contributed significantly
to the life of the school during their time with us.  I definitely will
miss them, but I am sure that they will keep in touch, as they 
continue to achieve success in the future. We wish them all the
best of luck.

Miss S. Billinge       

Blithe Spirit by Noel Coward
Blithe Spirit, directed by Damian Cruden is a extramundane
comedy packed full of energy that results in a masterpiece
of a performance making the audience laugh with joy. 

The story is about Charles Condomine who invites the eccentric, 
Madame Arcati to his house to organise a séance. I don't want to 
spoil what happened next, but it is astonishing.

Over time the characters show their individual ability. Louise Calf, 
starred in Doctors, Casualty and Downton Abbey, played her role very well
in Blithe Spirit making an impact at the start as Edith the house maid.
Nichola McAuliffe is tempestuous, really lively and played her role as
Madame Arcati really well too. She changed the mood of the scenes to 
be more humorous which created the tension when she did a séance.

Coward's very particular language of humour in parts wasn't very suitable for
children. I struggled a bit as it was based more on ‘Adult’ humour. In the two
and a half hours, there was so much going on, your were lost in the story.

Overall I think that this play is outstanding, I really do, and it definitely needs to be on your ‘watch list’.

Harvey Clarke, Year 8.

The PET Ambassador project has now come to an end for this academic year. A group of ambassador’s from all year groups have attended
York Theatre Royal on a regular basis to see a range of productions. They have been to see Shakespeare (Richard III) comedy (Blithe Spirit)
drama (A Number) plus many more throughout this academic year. Ambassadors are required to review all productions they see and these
reviews are posted on the York Theatre Royal website for the general public to view. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
ambassadors for their dedication and commitment to the project.  The school would also like to thank York Theatre Royal for giving us 
this wonderful opportunity and for the way in which they have supported the school

Mr A. Quarrell, Performing Arts

A group of dedicated Year 10 students have
been in training for the Expedition section of
their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

The teams successfully completed their practice 
expedition which took place on The North Yorkshire
Moors in April. They demonstrated their competence 
in Outdoor First Aid, Navigation, Campcraft, 
Nutrition and knowledge of The Countryside 
Code. Not deterred by wet weather and sore 
feet the teams are now making preparations 
for their final assessed expedition at the end 
of June.

To complete their full award students also 
need to complete a Volunteering, Skill and 
Physical section.

Ms Warren, Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator

PET PROJECT

DUKE OF EDINBURGH

There have certainly been some changes since our first meeting
back in 2002 and I came to the school in Year 7. You were a
1950’s old school building, with long corridors, draughty 
classrooms, an old gym with smelly changing rooms and old
fashioned showers. Look at us both now! You are a brand new
state of the art school, after being demolished and rebuilt and 
I am a fully qualified teacher having come back from university
to complete my PGCE with you.

It is funny coming back and becoming part of the staff, working with some
of the people who taught me. They have all been extremely helpful and
supportive and I could not have done it without them. I have really enjoyed
my time here, both as a pupil and as a PGCE student.

So thanks to The Joseph Rowntree School . It has been a pleasure and 
a privilege working with you and who knows, we will perhaps meet again 
one day.

All the best for the future,

Miss Annie Roberts

CHANGES... FROM STUDENT AT THE SCHOOL TO BECOMING QUALIFIED TEACHER



Inspire Hair and Beauty Training Salon is offering
some great summer treatments in both hairdressing
and beauty therapy. 

The treatments include cutting, colouring, hair ups, manicures,
pedicures, waxing, spray tans, make-up and eye treatments,
all at very affordable prices. Skin tests must be done 48
hours before any colour service or before any eye treatments
involving tinting. The students are highly trained and offer a very professional friendly
service within our salon. Now open Tuesdays-Fridays various appointment times available.
We are also offering shellac at a GREAT PRICE OF £15 EVERY MONDAY! Please call 
our salon on 01904 552117 to book your appointment today!

Ms Sharon Osbourne

Contact us...
T 01904 552100    
F 01904 760664
E joseph.rowntree@york.gov.uk
W josephrowntreeschool.co.uk Design & Print by 40twenty Design 01904 625652 / 40twenty.co.ukthe right school to grow in
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Dates for your diary!
9th – 11th July FAME! School production.

Fri 18th July LAST DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR!

Non Uniform Day

12.20pm finish for students

PLEASE ENSURE ALL LOCKERS ARE 
EMPTIED BEFORE WE BREAK UP

Thurs 14th Aug Sixth Form – A Level RESULTS day!

Thurs 21st Aug Year 11 – GCSE RESULTS day!

Mon 1st & Training Days for Staff
Tues 2nd Sept

Wed 3rd Sept Students return to school 2014-15

Mon 27th Oct HALF TERM!
– Fri 31st Oct

During the Summer and Half Term break our Site

Team are in school. If you need to speak to anyone

or gain access to the school please arrange it

through the Site Team. You can call them on

01904 552110.

Many of our students have to attend work placements as part of their
KS4 and KS5 courses. We would like to find new placements for our 
students for one afternoon a week.

Do you have connections within local business that could possibly help?  Courses
running at present are Health and Social Care - the opportunity to interact with very
young children, therefore nurseries or KS1 placements. 

Hair and Beauty - hair salons and beauty salon for one day a week for the whole year.

Applied Science - to enable students to see ‘science in action’ in a vocational sense
for one afternoon a week.

Applied Business Studies - to experience the general workings of a business, hopefully looking at many aspects including
marketing, advertising, recruitment, HR, training, motivation of staff for one afternoon a week.

If you have any links that would be really appreciated. Please contact Jan Rigby at the school and I will contact you to 
discuss further.

Mrs J. Rigby

CAN YOU HELP GIVE OUR STUDENTS   

WORK EXPERIENCE OPPORTUNITIES?

From 1st July 2014, GET BRANDED are our
chosen new supplier of school uniforms,
stocking the full range of items needed. 

Based at Green Lane, Clifton, their shop is open
Monday to Saturday and offers plenty of free parking. 

You also have the option to call them and
place an order or buy online at
www.josephrowntreeuniforms.co.uk
with delivery options. For information or 
directions you can call 0800 1244 133.

SCHOOL UNIFORM...




