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THE JOSEPH ROWNTREE SCHOOL IN EUROPE!
Welcome to the third edition of Connect - The
Joseph Rowntree School magazine. I am sure that
you will enjoy reading about all of the fantastic
things that our students and staff have been 
involved in during the Autumn term. It is wonderful
to see so much extra-curricular activity going on,
as well as charity work from our students. We 
are very pleased with how the students have 
embraced the House System and delighted to
see their competitive spirit in the quest to win
points for their Houses. 

A number of colleagues will be leaving us at the end of
this term: Mrs Longbone in the Art department is retiring.
I know that Mr Marvell, the Art team and the students will
miss her teaching and her sense of humour. Mrs Gleig
leaves the History department where she has taught for 
a number of years with a real passion and commitment 
to her subject and to all the students she has taught. 
Mrs Hind will be leaving the SEN department and I am
sure that Mrs Elseworth and the rest of the SEN team 
will miss her commitment and dedication to our students.
Mrs Thomas is leaving ICT, and Mr Ogoo and the team will
miss her hard work with students across all year groups.
Mr Pounder who teaches both Geography and Art with
real creativity is leaving us at Christmas too. We must, 
of course, wish Mrs Wrightson from Food and Textile 
Technology who is leaving to have her first baby, every
best wish. On behalf of students, staff and the governors, 
I would like to thank each of these colleagues for their

contribution to the life of The Joseph Rowntree School,
and wish them all the very best for the future.

As well as colleagues leaving, we also have new staff
starting in January: Mrs Venn joins us as Head of History,
Mrs Hickerson will be the new Head of the Design Faculty,
and Miss Robinson will join the Art department. I would
like to welcome these new colleagues to our school - 
I am sure they will make a great contribution to the 
education of our students.

I hope that you have a restful and peaceful Christmas
break with family and friends, and look forward to 
welcoming our students and staff back in the new year.

Merry Christmas!

Mr R. Crane
Headteacher

A flavour of what it is like being on the French Exchange
from the students.

First night with the family - “I knew this was not an opportunity I
could miss!”

“When I woke up I walked through to
the kitchen and it was like heaven for
me, there were croissants and lots of
food; it was delicious.”

“At our first glimpse of the Eiffel Tower, the whole coach erupted
with loud cheers.”

“I was nervous about the weekend because I would not see my
friends, but it was really fun.  After the weekend, I felt much
more confident with the family speaking French.”

11th November was a very special day within the school this year.  At 11am the 2 minute silence was held across the
school to mark Armistice Day.  At the end of the silence, the last post was performed in the hub by 2 of our students,
Jamie Davis and Christopher Spain. The poignant sound of this performance could be heard across the school. 

That evening also saw our concert of remembrance in the Vaudeville Theatre.  The
evening included readings from our student council, music performances from soloists,
junior singers, melodies, cantabile and vocal harmony, drama performances from groups
in Year 11 and 13, and a dance from our A level group. The media department also 
took a full role in organising the footage for each performance, and putting together 
an emotional film showing all those in school who have links to people in the armed 
services.  We were also lucky enough to welcome singers from Year 6 at Wigginton 
primary school and their teacher Mrs Liversidge, who performed in the first half. 

Our evening began and ended with a performance of the last post.  Overall, over £450
was raised through ticket sales, all of which was donated to the Royal British Legion,
Poppy Appeal. 

Mrs R Clarke, Head of The Performing Arts & Music 

Thirty-eight students and six members of staff went to Belgium to visit 
the Battlefields of WW1. The trip was an amazing experience.

We went to Bayernwald which was a reconstruction of German trenches. There, we were
told how the soldiers tunnelled under the ground. Walking around the trenches gave me
an insight into what it must have been like. We also went to Tyne Cot Cemetery which is
the largest WW1 cemetery in the world. The size of it was amazing and it gave us an idea
as to the scale of the war in a way that reading books doesn’t really do.  We also visited
Sanctuary Wood and Langemark which is a German cemetery. The soldiers were buried
standing up and the atmosphere here was very different to Tyne Cot. We also went to the
Menin Gate Ceremony and we placed a wreath here as a mark of respect.

We had a short time in Bruges before returning home. Many thanks to the staff who organised the
trip, it was very interesting and fun.

Fritha Macleod 

FRENCH EXCHANGE - OCTOBER 2014

TRIP TO BELGIUM – OCTOBER 2014

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Interesting website on how Germany is marking the 100 anniversary:
http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/pp-showcase-happening-right-now

On the 4th December Richard Crane, Headteacher, 
together with all Leaders in the school joined the 
Governors and some members of the student council
at a conference especially organised by us in school to
explore the core values of the school and share latest
developments in teaching and learning.

MINSTER FM  
YOUNG STARS COMMUNITY AWARD

Y12 student Olivia Goodwin was recently nominated
by her sister for a Minster FM Young Stars award.
She received the Community Award at a celebratory
breakfast and was interviewed on Minster FM during
the breakfast show.

Olivia was nominated
for volunteering at
Brownies where she
has been a Brownie
Young Leader for
nearly three years.
Olivia also helps at
her local newsagents
where she enjoys
stopping to talk 
to the elderly and
listening to their 
stories. On winning
her award, Olivia
said ‘I enjoy 
helping people’. 

Congratulations
Olivia!
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MORRELL HOUSE
Head of House: Mr Watkins

 Morrell decided on the Motto, Mascot and Song 
at our great assembly involving chanting and a 
cheer-ohmmeter to make our decision on the 
winners of all the entries. 

My wonderful Assistant Heads of House (Chloe Matthewman
and Beth Marriott) and I were inundated with imaginative
suggestions and we found it really difficult to narrow it down
to just five ideas which made it to the final house assembly.
We are delighted with the winning choices and are looking 
forward to embracing the new song, motto and mascot into
the legacy of the mighty Morrell. 

As a House, we came together for Children in Need; a BIG
shout out to Mr Martin (Bass), Mr Ward (Drums), Miss Hardy-
Mayo (tambourine), and our Deputy Head Teacher, Mr Davies
(lead vocals) who were accompanying our band on the showcase
stage. We performed a rendition of Jesse J’s song Price Tag
which was raw, unrehearsed but lots of fun. Most importantly,
we were able to raise money for such a worthy cause. 

Motto by Abi Hartas:
“The race for the best has no finish line”

SEEBOHM HOUSE
Head of House: Miss Watson

The beginning of this academic year has really brought the House together; there’s been a
show of true pride and support throughout the House especially in the Year 9 girls’ fun run.  

The House competitions really showed how creative the school is - obviously Seebohm has been the most
creative. The competition came to a climax in the first assembly after half term; students voted on their
mascot, motto and song/chant. 

The motto by James Scott (10KP): 
“Looking into the past, shaping the future”

TEMPLE HOUSE
Head of House: Ms Gatherer

There is a brilliant buzz around school about the House 
system. So far we have competed in the inter-house cross
country, rugby and Sudoku challenge. 

I am so proud of Temple (the best house in school) for not only taking
part, but contributing impressive points to our House. The level of 
energy and enthusiasm towards these challenges was amazing. I am
also hugely impressed with the students who perform on the showcase
stage every week, raking up house points. Next up, we have Mr Hatch’s

Christmas Quiz on Thursday 18th December. 

Every Tutor Group has nominated two members
to represent their House in the quiz. It is going
to be tough and I can’t wait for Temple to take
down the other houses in this challenge. 

Our motto:
“The sky is the limit”

Mascot: Titan Temple

WILBERFORCE HOUSE
Head of House: Mr Mash 

It's been quite a busy and active half-term for Wilberforce
students. Many more have been involved than I had 
predicted and long may this continue and progress!!!

We've had some great performances in some of the competitions 
to date; particularly the females’ performance in cross-country being
overall winners! Also, we had a surprise result in the Sudoku, Year 11
winning us that.  

For the near future I am looking for more participation
from as many different students as possible so all can
find the joy and excitement of being involved and
showcase their talent. 

Our motto:
“Be ready, be involved, be Wilberforce”

Mascot: 
Designed by Hamish McArthur
(8 PHD).

The mascot is being digitally 
enhanced by Pheobe Frere
(11 SER).

Mascot: Lisa Lion Heart 
(Equality! With the house named after a male, we thought it'd be nice for a female mascot to
complement the two together).
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Song by Thomas Carr (9CK)
(to the tune of God save the Queen)

The key branch of the tree,
One great big unity
We are Morrell.

We will try our best, 
Throughout this eventful quest,
Respecting all the rest,
We are Morrell.

Learners today,
Leaders tomorrow,
Continue on,
And the rest will follow,
Minds of magic,
Hearts of gold,
Together,
We can all stand bold.

Step fourth and you will see,
How great we all can be,
We are Morrell.

As we have all agreed,
Together, we can all succeed,
Watkins – he will lead,
Come on Morrell!

Our song:

Blue is the colour,
Temple is our name.
We’re here together,
Winning is our game!

The ‘main’ song by Jess Kilner: 

Wilberforce, Wilberforce
We’re the best
Wilberforce, Wilberforce
We beat the rest
Wilberforce, Wilberforce
We will win
Wilberforce, Wilberforce
Raise your voice and sing.

Song/chant that won by Luke Stewart: 

Black ‘n’ yellow, black ‘n’ yellow!

The song was a combination of Year 7 and
Year 8 Tutor groups (VC, SLB, SED and PHD)

We’re green,
We’re extreme,
Go Seebohm,
We’re number one!

Mascot: Harry the Hawk

HOUSE NEWS



YEAR 7 CROSS COUNTRY
Congratulations to the Year 7 Cross
Country runners.  Both Boys and
Girls teams were FIRST in YORK.
What a brilliant achievement!  

Especially well done to:
Sam Gough 1st
Joe Short 4
Guy Calpin 13
Max Rigby 18

Kayleigh Wells* 5
Issy Mountain* 7
Meg Blewitt* 9
Annabel Whitmore* 15
Jamie Searson* 19
Georgina Tindale 6
Jessica Flannery 47
Hannah Duck 79
Penny Smith 105

Sam Gough came first against 
120 runners.
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PET PROJECT

SPORTING NEWS...

CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT

As part of the partnership, our students see plays at the
theatre and their reviews are published on the Theatre
Royal Website. Students saw Helver’s Night by Ingmar
Villqist, in November. 

Outside, a new regime is taking
over, crowds cheer on the gangs
as they terrorise the vulnerable
and the ‘different’ ones. The
local shops are set on fire, and
the mood grows darker. Inside,
Carla waits for Helver to come
home. She tries to preserve her

domestic ritual of making
soup and laying

the table, until
suddenly
there is a
knock at 
the door... 

On Friday 21st November, a team of four top Year 13
economists represented the school in the regional heat 
of the annual Bank of England interest rate economic 
challenge – Target 2.0. 

The heat was held at the Marriott Hotel in York and required each
team to prepare and deliver a 15 minute presentation to a group 
of 3 judges from the Bank of England, drawing a conclusion as to
whether or not there should be a change in the rate of interest, 
considering all the economic factors that could influence inflation.
This was followed by 10 to 15 minutes of tough questioning from 
the panel. The team had worked hard on preparing and learning the
material they were delivering and fared very well under pressure from

THE U15 HOCKEY TEAM are enjoying a top season so far, earning 6 victories out
of 7 matches, with their only defeat coming in the area final against Manor which
had to be decided on penalty flicks. 

The team are adroitly led by Captain Caitlin Rore, whose energy and determination embody the
spirit of the side. She guards a rock solid defence which has only been beaten once.
Credit for this goes mainly to sisters Lauren and Alex Morton, with Emma Rafton, 
Beth Bendall-Hall and Catriona Coe employing a no-nonsense approach to keep 
the opposition out. Ellie Duck runs around a lot too.

On the attacking front we have ruthless Rebecca Feetenby, the current top scorer on 
4 goals. She is often assisted by the speedy wing-play of Lizzie Pulleyn, Alice Delaney
and Caitlin Gough, who in turn are found by the superb vision of Rachel Humble, 
whose stick skills rapidly improve with each match. 

Other players who deserve a mention are Beth Wood and Imogen Bell in Year 9. 
Alex Marsh and Jenny Pickering in Year 10.

RESULTS
v  Bootham  1-0 
v  Queen Margaret’s School  1-0
v  The Mount  1-0
v  Archbishop’s Holgate  3-0 
v  Manor  1-1 AET (Lost 2-1 on p.flicks)
v  Canon Lee  2-0 
v  Fulford  3-0

Mr Bowry and Miss Glover

YEAR 10 & 11 CROSS COUNTRY
Congratulations to Beth Bendall-Hall who
was placed 14th in the York & District
Cross Country Championships and 
selected to represent York & District.

Finished 4th Overall (first state school).
Other team places:
Ilona Treder 24
Lotte Horberry 26
Lydia Keeping 35
Biani Bell 36
Lauren Morton 38
Catriona Coe 49

YEAR 8 & 9 CROSS COUNTRY
GIRLS: Congratulations to the Year 8
team finishing 5th/13.  A special well
done to Ella Fisher (20), Lucy Storey
(4) and selected to represent York.

Other team placings:
Laura May 23
Caitlin Gough 26
Jess Holder 46
Katarina Blowers 43
Emilia Streames 50
Phoebe Mountain 55
Olivia Haigh 56

a series of difficult and often
technical questions. Although
we didn’t win the competition
on the day, on reflection, the
students gained a lot out of
the experience and were a
credit to themselves and the
school. So well done to the
following students who stood
up and delivered the goods
on the day: 
Chloe Schofield (captain),
Joe Pirozek, Brad Jacques 
and Ryan Pick.

Mr Ayres

Will Gahan commented:
I was hooked to the characters and the story all the way
through. Before the performance, I thought that I would drift off,
but that was not the case. I felt that by closing the audience in
and also giving us berets to wear was genius as it made me
feel like I was there in the room with the characters.

Ela Portnoy, Year 13, wrote:
Set in an unspecified place and time in 20th Century Eastern
Europe, Helver’s Night draws parallels with well-trodden
themes, through the shifting relationship between an 
intellectually disabled man and his mother-like carer.

Adam Venus’ Helver was brilliantly done, particularly his 
sustained childish energy. But I was most affected by Kate-Lynn
Evans’ Carla. Her performance felt genuine, which made it 
all the more touching. She moved beautifully between the
character’s thoughts and emotions, which made for a varied
and traumatic theatre experience.

What’s striking is the sense of a war-stricken world. The 
sound and visual effects make the play feel really tense. Until
Helver’s Night, I had never seen a drama that showed, so 
believably, ordinary people’s reaction to a hopeless situation.
Ingmar Villqist’s script is realism at its best. (Abridged)

THE SCHOOL’S PARTNERSHIP WITH YORK THEATRE ROYAL

NESTLE
CHOCOLATE BOX CHALLENGE

On Thursday 
November 20th,
Nestle staged a
‘Choc Box’ challenge.
The aim of the 
challenge was to 
design, market and
budget plans for 
a new box of chocolates to celebrate the 125
year anniversary of Rowntree’s. 

Three of The Joseph Rowntree’s finest Year 10 
students; Alice Delahay, Hannah Doreste and
Ewan Macrae represented our school in spectacular
fashion. They delivered their sales pitch along with
groups from others schools from across the city. 

Our three students presented fantastically and 
despite being tremendously nervous, managed to 
answer all of the judges grilling questions with a 
maturity beyond their years.  

After what seemed like hours of waiting for a decision
and a comprehensive tour of the Nestle facility, our
students were crowned as under 16 champions!!

The students received vouchers, a Nestle goody bag
and a small trophy as well as the pride in being
crowned champions. 

Well done, you thoroughly deserved your victory!

Mr Gladstone

TARGET 2.0
BANK OF ENGLAND INTEREST RATE CHALLENGE 2014

*All qualified to represent
York & District

We welcomed parents, friends of the school and staff to a 
glorious evening of music and celebration of achievement 
in all its forms - Year prizes, outstanding attainment, 
excellent exam performance, contributions to school life
and to the community.

The school was so proud of all the students who had worked hard 
to achieve the best ever exam results. Adam Tomlinson from BBC
Radio York made a wonderful speech to start the proceedings and 
together with Suzanne West, Chair of Governors, presented the 
many prizes to the deserving students.

On Friday 22nd November, Y13 students returned for a celebration of
their A-Level success this summer. Students travelled from universities
across the country to reunite and celebrate their achievements. 

Y10
Hockey
Stars!

Y7
Cross
Country
Girls.

Y7
Cross

Country
Boys.
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Dates for your diary!
5th January     Training Day

6th January     RETURN TO SCHOOL

12th January Start of mock exam fortnight

22nd January  Y9 Choices Evening

29th January   Y9 Parents’ Evening

5th February  Y11 Parents’ Evening

9th –12th OLIVER! School production
February

16th –20th HALF TERM!
February

The Joseph Rowntree School keeps in touch with many of its students
after they have left us, here is just one example of a brilliant success
story!! 

Sophie McDonnell started having guitar lessons during her time at Wigginton 
Primary School.  She continued this with our guitar teacher here at The Joseph
Rowntree with our guitar teacher Mr Al Morrison, from Year 7 right up to Year 13.
Sophie was always a performer, performing solo guitar in her Year 7 concert and
then with her music group Hot Fudge along with other members of the school. 
Sophie was always an active member of the music and drama department and
was very successful at both GCSE and then at A levels, where she excelled in 
A level Music and Drama and Theatre studies.  She took part in a number of
school shows and in each and every music concert.   

Sophie’s group Hot fudge was the very first act to perform on the Joseph Rowntree
School Showcases stage when it was first established.  Following on from her A levels, she continued her studies at the
Leeds College of Music and gained a First Class Honours Degree in Composition. Sophie is a well-known name on the
York music scene, and is a regular performer at music venue Fibbers, and at Galtres music festival.  Sophie now also 
performs as part of the group The Blueprints, and has recently been showcased on the Huw Stephen’s BBC Radio One! 

Mrs R Clarke

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

OLIVER! Rehearsals are well under way for Vaudeville Productions 
performance of Oliver!, from 9th-12th February in the Vaudeville
Theatre. Tickets will go on sale from Friday 9th January, priced 
at £8 and £6.50 for concessions.

With a cast of over 90, we will also be welcoming performers from 
Wigginton Primary School on the Monday and Tuesday evenings and 
Headlands primary school on Wednesday and Thursday. Our hall is also
booked solid for our matinee performance for all of our local primary 
school Year 6 students! 

Tickets are anticipated to sell extremely quickly, therefore we would urge
you to purchase your tickets as soon as possible. For further details 
please contact the school!   

Mrs R Clarke, Head of The Performing Arts & Music 

A MathDoku (KenKen) puzzle is 
similar to a Sudoku except that they
involve addition as well as logic. 

Complete the 5x5 grid by placing a 
number 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 in each square.
The grids are divided into smaller ‘cells’
by the darker lines. Each cell has to 
include numbers that sum to the ‘clue’
number in the top left-hand corner of
each cell. Importantly, just like Sudoku,
any particular number cannot appear
more than once in any row or column.
mathsticks.com

Pictured are George Ayres and Adam Ward, who will be
sharing the role of Oliver across the performance evenings.

CHRISTMAS MATHDUKO PARCEL!
SCHOOL UNIFORM

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES
December 22nd/23rd 9am - 5pm
December 29th/30th 9am - 5pm
December 31st 9.30 - 4pm

www.josephrowntreeuniforms.co.uk
0800 1244 133

Open 
as usual 

January 5th
2015


