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E Welcome to the fourth edition of our school 
magazine Connect. In this edition, you will only
touch the surface of the many achievements of
our hardworking students who, in so many ways,
excel and shine in and out of the classroom. 
We wish the students in The Witches of Eastwick

lots of luck for their performances in what is now
the 10th school musical. 

The House System is now embedded into school life and
this year's Sports Day will incorporate healthy competition
between the Houses.  Our new Head boy, Head girl and
deputies await enthusiastically to take up their duties as
from September. 

We were delighted that Ofsted was able to report that the
school is bringing about rapid cultural change by focusing
on the quality of teaching and learning and analysing the
progress students make rigorously. We hope that our work
here in school, together with the hard work of students
supported by parents and carers, will result in successful
outcomes at GCSE, BTEC and A Level. We wish all our
students who have taken their exams every success.

At this time of year, it is inevitable that we say a fond
farewell to some of our staff. Miss Doust in Media, Mrs
Outram in Food, Mr Cunningham in Wiltshire, Miss Purdy
in Maths, Ms Flanagan-Wright in RE, Mrs Callan in 
Humanities, Mr Gladstone in Business Studies, Miss Peck

in Drama, and Mr Simpson, Head of Year 9, all leave us
for pastures new. Mrs Glover in PE, the longest serving
member of staff and Mrs Rigby formerly in Geography,
and Ms Parker from DT will retire after many years of 
loyal service to the school. We thank them all for their 
immense contribution to The Joseph Rowntree School
and we send them our best wishes for the future. 

I’d like to thank
you, on behalf of
the school, for your
support and wish
you all a good
summer break.

Mr R. Crane

Headteacher

During the Easter Holidays, 43 students, 4 sixth form coaches, and 6 staff
members took part in a football and rugby tour of Lake Garda and Milan.
The journey was jam-packed with activities, including 3 football and 2
rugby matches, a tour of the San Siro Stadium, Gardaland, shopping and
sightseeing in Verona, Milan and Sirmione Del Garda. 

The journey kicked off in Milan with an evening meal at one of Italy’s finest pizza 
places which sold a wide variety of different toppings, including the popular Americano
(sausage and chips) pizza. After staying a single night at the Ornato Hotel, we had a
training session to prepare for our tough upcoming matches. To be in the football
mood, we transferred to the San Siro Stadium, where both of the 18 times league
champions AC and Inter Milan play their home games. The stadium visit was a 
fantastic experience for the team.

The first match was against Rugby RHO and was a very close match, with both teams
exchanging the lead. Unfortunately, we lost the game 24-27. Meanwhile, the Year 8
football team followed the same story, and played a tough game against an academy
squad, eventually losing 6-0. Rugby RHO, as in previous visits, provided us with some
Italian food after the game.

We then transferred to the
San Vito hotel, in Valpollicella, where we would stay for 3 nights, and began the
morning with a visit to Sirmione Del Garda. The weather was perfect for some 
of the most succulent ice creams we had ever tasted, and the view of the lake
was superb. We then transferred to Villorba Calcio where three football matches
resulted in two 1-1 draws and a 5-0 defeat.

The following day began with a
trip to Verona, where we found
Juliet’s balcony and the Roman
Arena. Verona was packed with
different shops and markets. 
We enjoyed a midday meal and
more Italian ice creams in the 

25 degree heat. The final match was played against the local university academy, CUS
Verona RUFC, and combined the Year 8 and Year 9 rugby teams. We established an early
lead in the first half of the game, although a large number of changes from both sides 
resulted in a 41-36 defeat. Though our teams did not win their games, we gained some 
fantastic experiences, playing as a school against a high standard of local teams. We then 
returned to the hotel for a three course meal and thank you speeches.

We awoke early the next morning and set off for Gardaland, where we would stay for the majority of the day. Gardaland is Italy’s largest
amusement park. This was a fantastic end to the tour, and a great finale to our once in a life time experience. 
Throughout the trip, there was very 
little time to spare, as there was so 
much to learn, enjoy, and take away 
from the tour.

Thomas Carr (Y9)

Y10 GREEN APPLES RESIDENTIAL

Just before Easter some of our Year
10 students attended a two day
residential at York University. The
aim of the trip was to enable them
to experience life as a student and
hopefully inspire them to want to
continue their education on into
Higher Education.

The students experienced the importance of communication and meeting new
people. Over the two days, they went to several lectures such as History and 
Medicine, Ecology and Social Policy. They were accompanied by Student 
Ambassadors, who gave them an unbiased, realistic view of what it was like to live
as a student. They attended various student activities to show the variety of non-
academic things that go on at University, such as drama, photography and sport. 

Typically food was high on the agenda and we were fed fantastically on both days.
In the evening they were treated to a night at the Students Union, with music,
snooker, board games and a quiz. Staying overnight in student accommodation
is always an eye-opener but students were pleasantly surprised at the rooms,
which were en-suite. The two days were inspirational and many students came 
back determined that they wanted to aim to progress onto University.

Mrs. Rigby - Green Apples Coordinator

UNIVERSITY OF YORK

Once again, the football and rugby
tour to Italy was an absolute
pleasure to be a part of. 

Our students did the school, staff and
their parents proud. Their behaviour and
attitude was complimented by both 
hotels, the opposition teams and our
coach drivers. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who has 
supported the tour in any way.

Mr. Ireton - Trip Organiser

PHYSICS NEWS

Two years ago the school was invited to join 
a local Physics Partnership. This is sponsored
by a Physics based charity called the Ogden
Trust, which so far has brought several 
thousands of pounds of funding into the
school to support Physics teaching.

We have also been pleased to take part in several
other events: York Science Quiz: a team of four 
students (Millie Martindale, Holly Bamford, Shihab
Khan and Tabatha Olney) took part in an inter-school
science quiz based at St Peter's School. Our team
didn't win but each competitor received a memory
stick and some other goodies.

British Physics Olympiad: Lucy Ebbitt took part in 
the Experimental Science Challenge and received a 
certificate.

Physicist of the Year: Tabatha Olney has been 
nominated to take part in an event at York University
celebrating excellence in Physics A level students.

We also have the opportunity to apply for Scholarship
grants for students wishing to study a Physics based
degree at University. You are welcome to contact Mr
Faint for more information.

Mr. Faint - Head of Physics

This week our Year 10 historians 
visited Clifford's Tower and the Castle
Museum to support their GCSE 
controlled assessment. 

The students were a credit to the school,
with some bystanders commenting on the
smartness of their uniforms! The visit was
very informative, and we look forward to 
seeing how the students do in the controlled
assessment itself.

Mrs. Venn - Head of History

HISTORY TRIP
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MORRELL HOUSE
Head of House: Mr Watkins

Morrell decided that we would like to be able to
raise money for a charity, something our House
could invest and help with. 

Hannah Burns 8PH set out how we could support a charity which means a lot 
to her and her family. We decided that the Deanne Gee Memorial would be an 
excellent investment for the money we raise as a House. The fund helps all children
with disabilities providing items that will make their lives easier. With the money we
raised from our bake sale last term, we were able to make a donation to Joyce Gee
who runs the charity and she wrote to Morrell to thank us - see letter opposite.

We are looking forward to being able to contribute more money to the charity
through active charity work over the coming weeks and months.

Motto: “The race for the best has no finish line”

SEEBOHM HOUSE
Head of House: Miss Watson

This term in Seebohm, we have been looking at our impact on society and how we can make a contribution. 

The captains have decided to have a fun splash session in order to raise money for a charity (Sick Children's Trust). 
This will involve throwing sponges at staff and students (all voluntary). The stocks are a work in progress with students
helping to decorate them. As well as creating memories, we hope other events could follow our fun initiative.

Thank you Hannah
We say a fond farewell to Hannah Brown as Assistant Head of House. She has really been a joy to work with and 
we hope her future at university will be as bright as her time spent at The Joseph Rowntree School. Her thoughtful
nature and organisational skills will be missed by everyone. All the best Hannah!

Sports day preparations
We are preparing for Sports Day by creating banners, training and organising competitors. It’s the biggest event of the year and an 
opportunity to show our spirit and support for all the houses.  However, there can only be one winner- Seebohm to win!

As the academic year is coming to a close, we are reflecting on the Inter-House events and competitions . I truly hope the passion, 
dedication and spirit shown this year continues  through to next year! An excellent start to a fantastic House.

Motto: “Looking into the past, shaping the future”

TEMPLE HOUSE
Head of House: Ms Gatherer

Every House has made history this year through creating our official mascots, songs and mottos.

Temple have nine fantastic House Captains who have been actively involved in the running of the House. They 
decided upon the end of year prizes, nominated people who they felt have made a significant contribution to 
the House this year, and have led two assemblies in front of the entire House. Our House captains are: Megan
Buchanan (7JLG), Faye Stainton (8AG), Bethany Bamford (8MH), James Mayo (10LWG), Morgan Zareba-Wynne
(7DAB), Christopher Spain (8AG), Jessica Blunt (8AG), Hope Kendall (8AG) & Sarah Carr-Brion (10LWG). Each 
one has been amazing.

Our chosen charity is Yorkshire Cancer Research. So far we have had two bake sales for this 
charity and there are more money raising schemes in the pipeline.

Sports Day is coming up very soon and I can't wait to support Temple and see every year group 
trying its hardest. Regardless of whether we win or lose, there have been so many amazing 
individual successes this year, that I will remain incredibly proud to be Head of Temple. 
Congratulations on such an awesome year, Temple!

Motto: “The sky is the limit”

WILBERFORCE HOUSE
Head of House: Mr Mash 

It has been a successful year for Wilberforce House which I truly believe has grown
and developed throughout each term. 

The participation of students within competitions has increased and become more varied and also
the supporting of competitions has risen and become a tremendous force within the school. 

My particular highlight of events has been the involvement of staff and Year 10 students from all
the Houses in the Staff vs Year 10 basketball match. The staff produced an astounding and 
comprehensive victory and much was learnt by the basketball team. To then cap this off, a great
deal of money was raised by supporting spectators from all four Houses - with Wilberforce Students
raising the most! 

I am pleased with the beginnings of what I hope will become a proud tradition of being part of
Wilberforce House for many years to come. 

Motto: “Be ready, be involved, be Wilberforce” page 5
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FAREWELL FROM HEAD BOY AND HEAD GIRL AND DEPUTIES

Over this year all four of us have felt honoured to have had
the opportunity to represent the school. We have found the
experience to be rewarding but challenging.   

We would like to be the first to congratulate the new Head Boy, Head
Girl, with their deputies and we wish them all good luck in the next
year. We are extremely excited to see how the new way of selection
will alter how they are first perceived by students.  We feel they will
have instant respect as their peers have chosen them.  Their starting
position begins with the knowledge that the students have given them
the authority, rather than the teachers, to improve the school.

The new School Council.

Welcome to our new Head Boy Toby Bull and Head Girl Jennifer

Pickering.

AND WELCOME TO THE NEW!



FROM OUR CYCLING 
CORRESPONDENT...

We welcome the completion of the cycle
track linking us to Clifton Moor, including the
new bridge over the railway. This makes the
route to school for students from this area
much safer and I hope this will encourage
more students to travel by bike and on foot. 

We were invited to a photo shoot with a York Council
Transport Representative and you may have seen a
picture of our students in the Press.

Parents should be aware that students still need to
cross two quite busy roads at each end of the cycle
path and students must act responsibly at all times.
If any parent would like advice on routes to school,
then please feel free to contact me.

Mr. Faint page 7
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SIXTH FORM BALL 
Year 13 students celebrated the end of school last
month with their Leavers’ Ball at The Parsonage 
Hotel in Escrick. 

The Sixth Form Presidents Melissa Blyth-Bristow and Daniel
Bertram led the after dinner speeches, along with Committee
members, Charlotte Cryne, Emily Easton, Lewis Frank, Jimmy 
Ingham, Eleanor Leaper, Grace Metheringham, Becky Page,
Rachel Ramage, Heather Richmond and Ellie Wharram.

The evening was thoroughly enjoyed by both students and staff. We wish
them the very best 
of luck for their 
forthcoming A level
exams and look 
forward to celebrating
their success in the
summer.
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Y7 ART... AMAZING OWLS!
In Art, Year 7 learnt the important 
skill of drawing. They were soon 
producing these amazing owls. 

Photographed by Esme Wallace, Y12

Over the weekend of 6-7th June, Hamish McArthur represented Great Britain
at the European Youth Colours Climbing Festival held at Imst in Austria.

He completed against 70 of the leading climbers from 16 European countries including the
strong teams from Austria, Switzerland, Russia and Spain. The format was to climb 8 routes
over two days, in simple terms the higher you climb on each route the more points you score.

From the start Hamish climbed well and at the end of the first day, he was just behind 
the leaders and in 5th place. The routes on day two were incredibly tough and technical 
requiring a huge degree of skill and strength to negotiate the climb towards the top holds.
Despite this Hamish again climbed really well and only missed topping out his final route 
by two holds. While falling the rope twisted round his leg and he sustained a nasty rope
burn - luckily it was his final climb of the competition. 

His final placing was 6th, just 6 points off the podium, one of the highest finishing positions
ever achieved by a GB climber. Next year he moves up to the 14+ youth B category and 
is eligible to represent the country in 6 European competitions as well as the 
World Championship in China. 

Joseph Rowntree School netballers celebrated their season’s 
successes in style!  

The Year 7A, B & C teams went to The Mulan Chinese restaurant while 
67 other netballers had a wonderful night at Maxi’s Chinese restaurant.  
Every team received their winning team trophies and medals as well as 
individual trophies for most improved and player of the season. Well done to:

YEAR PLAYER OF THE SEASON MOST IMPROVED PLAYER
U12A Lorna Rore, Izzy Mountain Libby Musgrave
U12B Kayleigh Wells, Heidi Fletcher Meg Blewitt
U12C Millie Hamilton-Bell Ellie Hall
U13A Lucy Storey, Laura May Lucy Delahay
U13B Georgia Clay Rachel Vernon
U13C Olivia Forth Julia Kalisz 
U14A Eleanor Pirozek, Imogen Bell Libby Swain
U14B Ellie McCrory Sophie Jackson
U15A Lizzy Pulleyn, Sophie Carr Rachel Humble
U15B Lotte Horberry Katy Beal

YEAR PLAYER OF THE SEASON COMMITMENT TO SCHOOL NETBALL
U16A Anna Bertram Emily Burchell
U16B Ellie Roberts Lucy Ross
U16C Kerrie Aldous Lauren Budd
U19 Amy Storey Ellie Wharram, Chloe Schofield

EUROPEAN CLIMBING 
S
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KARATE TIA
On 21st May, I went to Bochum in 
Germany to compete in the European
Karate Championships.

I went not knowing what to expect so I decided
I would just do my best. The competition was
really tough and I didn't win a medal but I know
now what to work on for next year. I had the
best experience ever and I'm looking forward to
my next challenge with the JKA England squad. 

Tia Molesbury (8PH)

Ben Robinson took part in the Matchell Table
Tennis Cup with his brother Alexander and Mike
Dinsdale. 

This York competition is
played as a series of matches
over a couple of months. The
team got through to the final
and won. Alexander is the
youngest player to have won
the trophy and Ben is the
first disability player to have
won it too. Ben will be 
representing Yorkshire in the
School Games in September.

Mr. Cornforth

TABLE TENNIS CUP

NETBALL

Alex Morton played in Coventry 
on 13th June for The Badminton
Academy in association with Forza
National Finals. 

Alex played singles and doubles, winning
the doubles final having played many
high level games to do so.

BADMINTON CHAMPION!
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Dates for your diary!

8th-10th July – Vaudeville’s 10th show!! 

Vaudeville’s 10th show and dizzy heights are reached by 
the cast of our upper school performers. Flying the nest 
are  Y13 stars, with two performers, Eleanor Leaper and
Hannah Brown having been in every show since ‘Joseph’ in
2011. Tickets available from the school. Not to be missed!

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS!
On Friday 15th May, four Year 7 girls handed out cookies to
teachers as a random act of kindness.

Anna Lindberg-Newby and Megan Buchanan thought of the idea with Holly
Inch and Ellie Carter generously helping as well. Recently there has been 
a campaign on random acts of kindness which promotes the idea of 
everyone helping random people make their day better and brighter! This
also makes our community a happier place A group of people, for instance,
has been leaving chocolate on doorsteps and a kind man has been helping
others with their luggage. Many people are involved. So, why don’t you? 
It doesn’t take much to make someone’s day.

A fond farewell was given to Mrs Glover in a mixed game between the
Year 10s and the sixth form.    

The sixth form won 3-1 with goals from Danny Vaughan (2) and Oliver Hartley.
Dan Thompson scored for Year 10. Man of the Match was Jack Fletcher, but
Leeha Cox and Harry Hall also played well. Mrs Glover was given a guard of
honour at the
end of the match
recognising her
35 years of 
excellent Hockey
coaching at The
Joseph Rowntree
School – she will
be missed
greatly!

FAREWELL MRS GLOVER

SCHOOL 
UNIFORM

Our supplier is GET BRANDED based 
at Green Lane, Clifton Y030 5PX. 

The shop is open Monday to Saturday with 
plenty of parking. Call them on 0800 1244 133 or order online at
www.josephrowntreeuniforms.co.uk with delivery options available.

8th -10th July      The Witches of Eastwick

17th July     LAST DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.
12.20 FINISH FOR STUDENTS. 
Please ensure all lockers are 
emptied before we break up

13th August Sixth Form – A Level Results

20th August  Year 11 – GCSE Results Day

9th September   STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL

THE WITCHES OF EASTWICK

8GI first group to go to Stape - Ken Ather Centre, 2015


