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Dear Parent/Carer 

We have had a really good half term in school and I have been very impressed by how students and staff have 

continued to cope with the impacts of COVID-19. All the indicators at this stage suggest that external exams will 

run this year and we are entering a busy period preparing our students for these exams and also for their next 

steps. Year 11 students have been supported in completing their applications for Sixth form, College or 

Apprenticeships and Year 13 have an exciting range of opportunities ahead of them, ranging from University 

courses to apprenticeships and entry into employment. 

Changes to lunchtime timings 

After the half term holiday we will swap the times that students have their breaks and lunchtimes. This is in 

preparation for the summer exam season when Year 11 and Year 13 students will need to be on the earlier lunch 

sitting to fit with external exam timings in the afternoon. The new timings for the school day will be as below: 

 

 

Time 
Y10, Y11 and Sixth Form Y7, Y8 and Y9 

8.45 - 9.10 Form time/ assembly Form time/ assembly 

9.10 - 10.10 Lesson 1 Lesson 1 

10.10 - 11.30 10.10 - 10.30 Break 

10.30 - 11.30 Lesson 2 

10.10 - 11.10 Lesson 2 

11.10 - 11.30 Break 

11.30 - 12.30 Lesson 3 Lesson 3 

12.30 - 2.10 12.30 - 1.10 Lunch 

1.10 - 2.10 Lesson 4 

12.30 - 1.30 Lesson 4 

1.30 - 2.10 Lunch 

2.10 - 3.10 Lesson 5 Lesson 5 

3.10 End of the School Day End of the school day 
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Uniform 

We will be carrying out a series of uniform checks after the half term holiday to make sure that all students are 

wearing full and correct uniform. This will include a check on jewellery as well. Please ensure that any uniform 

you buy over the half term holiday meets the school uniform policy. The full list of uniform can be found at the 

link below: 

https://www.josephrowntree.co.uk/parents/uniform 

A reminder also that students are allowed one stud earring per ear. There should be no nose jewellery or any 

other piercings: Plastic and clear piercings or retainers are not allowed. 

 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 

We have been delighted with the number of students who have joined the cast of our school production of Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang Jr. Students from all year groups are involved and we look forward to seeing our younger 

students perform in a production for the first time - it feels a long time since students had an opportunity like this. 

The show will be performed in the week beginning 21 March, with tickets going on sale on Thursday 3 

March.  Further details will be sent to all families at the start of next term.  

World Book Day 

The school will celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 3 March.  A range of activities and assemblies will take 

place in the week beginning 28 February.  Year 7 and Year 8 students are invited to come to school dressed as 

a character from a book on Thursday 3 March.  Details will be available to students in tutor time and on the 

Weduc Newsfeed.  

 

Key Dates for next half term 

Monday 28 February  Start of half term - all students in school before 8.40 

Thursday 3 March   Parent/ Carer Forum 

Wednesday 09 March                    Governors SCC Committee 

Wednesday 16 March                  Governors T&L Committee 

Monday 21-23 March  Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Jr Production 

Wednesday 23 March                  Governors FSR Committee 

Thursday 31 March                      Y10 Parent/Carer Evening 

Friday 08 April   End of term 

 

Attendance 

Why is it important for children not to miss school? 

Given the challenges that society has faced over the last few years, it is more important than ever to have a good 

education behind you to open up opportunities in adult life. Children only get one chance at school and your 

child’s chances of a successful future will be affected by them not attending school. We understand that 

attendance may have been affected by following governmental advice on self-isolating, however, this means that 

every day of attendance possible really does count. 

Research has shown that children who are not in school are most vulnerable. Young people who regularly miss 

school are more likely to be isolated from their friends, to underachieve in examinations and/or become involved 

in anti-social behaviour. Research also shows that less than 40% of students with an average of 17 days or more 

absence get 5 good GCSEs (grades 4 plus, compared to more than 90% where students have an average of 

less than 8 days absence). Being on time is also vital to success. Arriving late at school can be very disruptive 

for your child, the teacher and the other children in the class. 

https://www.josephrowntree.co.uk/parents/uniform


Every Day Matters 

Every single day a child is absent from school equates to a day of lost learning. Attendance percentages can be 

misleading. In many situations, 90% of something would be seen as good. In school, this 90% attendance 

equates to a student missing a day from school every fortnight. 

Percentage Attendance Number of days/ weeks of learning missed Attendance 

100% Attendance 0 days missed Excellent 

97% Attendance 5 days of absence 

1 week of learning missed 

Good 

95%  Attendance 9 days of absence 

1 week and 4 days of Learning missed 

Satisfactory 

90% Attendance 19 days of absence. 

3 weeks and 4 days of Learning missed. 

Poor 

85% Attendance 28 days of absence 

5 weeks and 3 days of Learning missed 

Very poor 

80% Attendance 38 days of absence. 

7 weeks and 3 days of Learning missed. 

Unacceptable 

 

What do I do if my child is ill? 

All absences need to be reported to the Office on each day of absence and not just on the first day. Please ring 

our school absence line (Tel: 01904 552103) before 8.30am and leave a message on the answer machine if we 

are unable to take your call. 

We cannot always authorise your child’s absence, even when an explanation has been given. 

You can provide us with medical evidence of absences, such as appointment cards or medical certificates. 

Medical certificates may be asked for if the student is off school for more than 10 consecutive days or has any 

erratic non-school attendance. 

What do I do if my child needs a medical or dental appointment? 

Please try to arrange all medical and dental appointments out of school hours (every lesson really does count). 

If, however, you have no choice then please inform the school of the appointment beforehand. Depending upon 

the timing of the appointment, please arrange for your child to attend school for as much of the rest of the day as 

possible. We require a letter for all medical appointments. 

What do I do for all other absences? 

There are very few other reasons that the school can authorise an absence. Examples of these would be family 

bereavement or taking part in an agreed religious observance, which would be acceptable for short absences. 

Examples of unacceptable reasons for missing school would include shopping and birthdays. Students will be 

expected to catch up on any missed work. If you are unsure please phone our Attendance Officer, Miss Spence, 

on 01904 552103. 



What about holidays in term time? 

Parents are asked to arrange all holidays during school holiday periods. You can show your commitment to your 

child’s education by not taking holidays during term time. Holidays or other absences during term time mean that 

your child misses out on important school time – both educationally and socially. A letter must be submitted to 

the school and each application will be considered individually. No holiday requests will be authorised unless 

there are exceptional circumstances. 

Support and Advice 

We want to work with all our students and their parents/carers to maximise attendance and give students every 

opportunity to maximise their choices throughout life. We understand that there are many reasons why a student’s 

attendance might not be as good as we, or you, might wish and want to work together to support the student in 

attending school. If you have queries regarding attendance or punctuality, please contact your child’s pastoral 

team in the first instance. 

Best wishes for a restful half term holiday 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Dave Hewitt 
Headteacher 


