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15 May 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you continue to stay well and healthy. Please find my latest updates below. 
 
Engagement with Y10 and Y12  
You will be aware that Government advice and guidance was issued this week about schools 
providing face to face support to students in Year 10 and Year 12 from 1 June. Department for 
Education (DfE) guidance states – 
  
From 1 June 2020, we expect that secondary schools and colleges will be able to offer some face 
to face contact with year 10 and year 12 pupils. This will not be a return to full timetables or pupils 
back in school or college full time, rather some support to supplement pupils’ remote education. In 
line with implementing protective measures and reducing contacts, schools and colleges should 
limit the attendance of the year 10 and 12 cohort in the setting at any one time and to keep students 
in small groups. 
 
Schools locally and nationally will interpret and implement this guidance in different ways. We have 
developed a plan that offers this face to face support through a staged approach that balances 
health and safety with academic support. In developing this plan we have  
 
• Followed Government guidance associated with this period of re-opening schools 
• Consulted with a range of school leaders from different schools 
• Taken account of information and guidance from Association of School and College Leaders 

(ASCL) 
• Consulted extensively with the Chair of Governors and colleagues from City of York Council 
• Discussed health and safety protocols with a senior member of staff from a large construction 

company (this has helped shape our thinking about health and safety induction) 
• Discussed procedures, protocols and lessons learned with a doctor who has worked in a 

COVID 19 ward in a large hospital  
• Reviewed our risk assessments and working practices 
 
The first stage of our process will involve students being invited into school for one to one tutorial 
sessions. These tutorials will allow staff to offer pastoral and academic support to all students in 
Years 10 and 12 and will assess the progress they have made so far with on-line learning. 
 
I appreciate that this is a concerning time for students and their families and they may be worried 
about the health and safety aspects of coming into school. Please be assured that we have 
prioritised health and safety in our plans. Members of staff and students will enter the building in a 
controlled manner that will follow a strict hand washing routine and health and safety induction to 
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reinforce expectations of how to move around the building in a safe manner. Social distancing will 
be observed at all times. Rooms have been set up already for one to one meetings with social 
distancing measures put in place that exceed 2 metres. Small numbers of students will be in school 
at any one time to access these sessions (we are planning for 8 students at a time). 
 
During this period of tutorial sessions we will gather information to help us plan our next stage of 
face to face support.  
 
I am committed to engaging all our students in meaningful learning that gives them the best chance 
of future success. I will not, however, place students or staff in danger by rushing this process. A 
staged, initially small scale approach is appropriate and will offer the one to one support that 
student’s need at this time in a safe environment. This will be followed by further support. 
 
I will provide more detail about this process next week. 
 
Provision for Vulnerable students and children of Key Workers 
You may be aware that the Government’s guidance about schools offering provision to vulnerable 
students and children of key workers has been updated this week. If your child is in one of these 
categories and you wish to discuss them coming to school please contact the main reception to 
arrange this.  
 
School will be open to these children over the half term holiday (Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May) 
but is likely to be closed on Monday 25 May as this is a Bank Holiday. I will provide further 
information about this provision next week. 
 
Google Classroom 
Thank you for your continued support with your child working at home. We have been impressed 
by the levels of engagement from many of our students. To support your child in engaging with 
tasks that have been set please follow these steps - 

1. Check that your child is following the timetable for each day that is posted in the Year Group 
Classroom. This will stop work building up to the point it can appear to be unmanageable 

2. Work should be submitted once it is complete through the individual classes.  Teachers are 
monitoring work over the working day but deadlines are in place to ensure that all work is 
submitted. This means a teacher will raise concerns about a student when that deadline has 
passed.  

3.  If your child is struggling to submit work please follow the instructions in the video on the 
school website 

  
Please do try to support your child in engaging with tasks set. I appreciate that this isn’t always 
easy but completing this work now will help your child make progress when they return to school.  
While students are expected to complete all of their work, we do understand that some students 
can work quicker than others. If your child is struggling to manage their workload please ask them 
to continue to follow the timetable but notify the relevant class teacher about the issues your child 
has faced. This should be done by emailing them through Google Classroom.  
 
Teachers should respond within two working days to any queries about work. Teachers can receive 
a large volume of support requests throughout the school day and so may not be able to respond 
straight away. 
 
Teachers are finding that while many students are working hard, their work has not been submitted 
correctly which has caused frustration for some students who have been contacted about missed 
deadlines. To resolve this, and to avoid students receiving multiple emails from staff, we are issuing 
some compulsory training on Google Classroom for students. An assignment will be posted in the 
year group classroom at the start of next week with a deadline of Friday. This is crucial training to 



avoid students missing work or delaying their feedback. Please help support school by ensuring 
this is completed.  
 
If you require further assistance please contact school. 
 
IT support 
We have some Chromebooks in school that can be loaned to students who have limited access to 
on-line learning at home. These are limited in number but if you would like to apply for one of these 
please complete the form that is available on the school website. I would ask that you only request 
one of these if you are facing significant difficulties so that those students and families who are 
most in need can benefit from this scheme. 
 
Thank you as always for everything you are doing to support your child’s learning at home. 
 
Best wishes for the weekend 
 
Dave Hewitt 
Headteacher 


