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22 May 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you are well and that you are coping with the pressures of Lockdown but also finding time 
to enjoy the small number of benefits it has brought.  You will have seen the media coverage about 
the Government’s plans to re-open schools to more students this week.  There is a lot of information 
and debate being generated by this issue and I will keep you updated about this next half term. 
 
Year 10 and Year 12 students 
I had hoped to give you an update about our plans for Years 10 and 12 students to access school 
after 1 June but we have received no further guidance from the Department for Education to help 
us plan this provision.  At this stage we are waiting for the Government update on 28 May to tell us 
how to proceed.  
 
I know this is a very difficult time for students who are expecting to sit exams next year and their 
parents/carers.  The uncertainty about what schools will be asked to do does not help any of us 
and I hope we have clear guidelines to work with next half term.  
 
None of us can predict how exam grades will be awarded in the next academic year but some early 
indications suggest that students will still be expected to sit exams as part of this process, if they 
are able to.  It is important therefore that students in Years 10 and 12 continue to access their on-
line learning and complete this work.  
 
Students in Years 7–9 
Key Stage 3 lessons will continue in the same way on Google Classroom next half term. 
 
Please support your child by reminding them to check the year group classroom daily for notices 
and to follow the revised timetable each day for subjects.  Please remember that students are 
encouraged to spend the allocated 1 hour on each subject of the day and to submit work at this 
point, with an email or message to the teacher to highlight any difficulties.  
 
Free School Meals 
If you have been receiving the vouchers for Free School Meals this is just a reminder that the 
Government will not be issuing these over half term.  I know that this will put some families under 
pressure.  If you require any support with food supplies at this time please remember that we are 
able to provide vouchers for a Food Bank.  Please contact the school if you would like to discuss 
accessing this support.
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Vouchers will start to be issued again for the week commencing 1 June.  These have been 
processed in advance to reduce the chance of them being delayed. 
 
Transition 
Our transition work for pupils in Year 6 is well underway and this will go live on our website after 
half term.  We have consulted with our feeder primary schools about how we can run transition 
activities and will run our transition days and evening as calendared.  We are planning to do this 
remotely if we need to.  
 
Further information will follow about transition next half term. 
 
Google Classroom 
Thank you to those of you have provided feedback about the remote learning activities that are on 
Google Classroom.  This has helped shape our approach and we will continue to review this 
throughout the next half term.  I would like to thank you again for your support for your child’s 
learning at home – it is very much appreciated.  
 
I know how difficult it can be to juggle work commitments with having your child at home during the 
working day.  Many of our staff are working under similar pressures and we continue to be 
impressed by how they are managing to balance working effectively with students whilst also 
looking after their own children. 
 
School will be closed on Bank Holiday Monday and we are open for a small number of students 
for the rest of the holiday.  School reception will not be open during the half term week so any 
queries will be answered from Monday 1 June. 
 
Stay safe and well. 
 
Dave Hewitt 
Headteacher 
 
 


