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24 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope that the first week of the summer term has gone well for yourself and your family. We are pleased 
with how students are engaging with activities on Google Classroom and we really appreciate your support 
with this.  
 
There has been a number of articles in the media over the last week about when schools may re-open. 
There is no clear information at this stage from the government and I understand their reluctance to publish 
timescales that may become unrealistic. We have to accept that schools are likely to remain shut for the 
foreseeable future.  
 
As I have said in previous communications, I know that structuring remote learning at home can be difficult. 
I would like to re-iterate my message that you should be realistic in your expectations of what can be 
achieved at home. Hopefully the revised timetables for students makes learning more manageable but I 
know that for some students (and parents/carers) this may feel overwhelming at times. Please do not lose 
sight of the importance of integrating physical activity, fresh air and communication with friends and family 
into your days. 
 
Google Classroom 
We will continue to set work through Google Classroom for students during this term. There is updated 
guidance on the website about how to navigate the different parts of Google Classroom. Please remember 
that students should submit work through the individual classes they can see within Google Classroom and 
should complete work in line with the timetable set for each year group. This is published on the website.  
 
Students have been set a short assessment in most subject areas to check that they are engaging with the 
work that has been set. This will be followed by a more detailed assessment later in the half term. Please 
note that there isn’t an expectation that students will send work to teachers every lesson. If students are 
completing work in the Google Documents or Slides that teachers have set up in Google Classroom then 
the teacher will be able to see this work.  
 
If your child does not have IT equipment that allows them to access Google Classroom please contact 
school to discuss how we can support you with this.  
 
Students who are struggling to complete work remotely 
I am aware that for a small number of our students, including those who have a Special Educational Need, 
it will be particularly challenging to bring school into the home environment. There is some further guidance 
on the website that may be of use to you (Supporting students to engage in home learning.) If you require 
further assistance please contact school and a member of staff will contact you to look at other ways we 
can support your child’s learning. 
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Grading of Exams 
Since my last communication, Ofqual have started a consultation about the process of awarding grades to 
students entered for exams this summer. We are responding to this consultation as a school but you may 
wish to do so as well as a parent/carer. Please visit the Ofqual website to do so. We were pleased to see 
that Ofqual are consulting on allowing grades to be awarded to students in Year 10 who have been entered 
for exams this summer. This means that Year 10 students who were due to sit the RE exam will be part of 
the grading process. 
 
Free School Meals 
We have processed orders for Free School Meal vouchers for all students who are entitled to these. There 
have been some issues with this system across the country but this seems to be settling down now. If you 
are having trouble accessing your vouchers please contact the provider Edenred in the first instance. Please 
be aware that it can take up to an hour to enter their website. If possible they suggest accessing the website 
outside the peak times of 10am to 5pm and during the whole of Monday. There is a link to the FAQ sheet 
supplied by Edenred on the school website. 
 
School places for students whose parents/carers are Key workers and vulnerable students 
We have a small number of students who are accessing school on a regular basis. We are communicating 
directly with their parents/carers on a weekly basis about the days they need places for the following week. 
If you think you meet the criteria for a place in school during lockdown, and can no longer make 
arrangements for your child to be safe at home please contact school so that your child can be included in 
this provision. 
 
Transition 
We know that some of you have children in Year 6 and will be concerned about their transition to our school 
next year. Mrs Clarke has been in touch with all primary schools already and we will continue to work closely 
with them to plan the transition process. Further details about this will be published during the summer term. 
 
Support for vulnerable families 
City of York Council are working hard to support the most vulnerable members of the city at this time. The 
information below comes directly from them:  
 
Anyone who has been told to stay indoors for 12 weeks, or who has difficulty getting to the shops/chemists, 
paying for food or just booking a supermarket online delivery, can phone 01904 551550 or email 
covid19help@york.gov.uk to get assistance from the new City of York Council hubs. Help is available for 
people who are in financial difficulties and also for those who can afford to pay for supplies but are unable 
to get out or to get help from family/neighbours.  
 
Please be in touch if you require any further information or support at this time. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Dave Hewitt 
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