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19 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 

I am pleased to tell you that this week has gone really well as our Year 10 and Year 12 students have 
returned to school. Students met with members of staff to review the work they have been doing at home 
and to plan their next steps. 

It was lovely to see our students and catch up with them. They were overwhelmingly positive and members 
of staff were really impressed with their attitude and commitment to making the best of the difficult 
circumstances we find ourselves in. 

Further work will be completed during the rest of this term to support these students to prepare for their 
exams next year. 

Feedback on Google Classroom 
We have had a good response to our request for feedback on Google Classroom from parents / carers and 
students. Thank you if you have contributed to this. There are many positives to take from this but there are 
areas we will review in light of the feedback. I really appreciated the messages of thanks to the whole staff 
and those to individual colleagues. I will share these with colleagues and I know they will be appreciative of 
them. 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
The Chair of Governors, Di Gomery, has asked me to share a letter she has written to the school community. 
In her letter, Di celebrates the achievement of one of our Year 9 students who has won the Jo Cox Memorial 
Award in the Show Racism the Red Card competition. This is a great achievement and we are very proud 
of Molly. 

Di’s letter is attached to this update.  

Free School Meals 
We are supporting a lot of our families who have asked for extra help at this time and are pleased that the 
government have announced that the Free School Meal Voucher system will continue over the summer 
holiday. Please remember that we are able to issue vouchers for food banks if you need them. If you are in 
need of this support please contact the pastoral team from your child’s house or the Post 16 team. 

Government Catch Up Scheme 
The Government have released the first details of their scheme to support catch up activities in education 
this week. We are awaiting more details about how this scheme will work and will be able to share our plans 
with you once we have this information.  
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Good sleep habits 
We have been concerned when talking to Year 10 and 12 students about how many of them have adopted 
nocturnal habits; staying up all night and sleeping all day. We recognise that continuing with normal routines 
can be difficult at this time, but urge parents / carers to try and tackle this behaviour sooner rather than later. 
We do not know what position schools will be in by September but the current pace of change suggests we 
can expect students to be back in school in large numbers. Returning to normal school day timings will be 
difficult if changing sleep habits is left too late. 

Head Boy and Girl 
We have had a number of applications for the post of Head Boy and Girl from students in Year 10 and are 
delighted with the quality of applications. We will be undertaking the next part of the application process 
over the next few weeks and look forward to updating you on this process before the end of term. 

Best wishes and stay safe and well 

 
Dave Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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Dear Parent / Carer 
 
We all hope and trust that this week heralds the first steps, albeit tentative, towards the eventual return to 
classroom based teaching and learning, and the regular attendance of all our students. How long that will 
take is an unknown that will be determined by government advice. Please be assured that we are doing 
everything in our powers to support all staff and students during this time.  
 
The Governing Body would like to formally acknowledge the huge amount of careful and considered work 
that has taken place to date by our Head Teacher, the Senior Leadership Team and teaching staff, our 
support staff, and our City of York colleagues to ensure all staff and children attending our school are able 
to do so in a safe environment. Our teaching staff and pastoral team have worked very hard to ensure that 
all pupils, including our vulnerable and key workers’ children, are supported to continue to learn online. We 
would like to also thank parents for their input, advice and support for our plans as we help our school move 
forward safely. 
 
During these uncertain times good news has sometimes been scarce. It is therefore with great pleasure that 
we welcomed our Year 10 and Year 12 students into school this week for face-to–face support. 
 
It is also with pleasure that we recognise the amazing achievement of Molly Playford, one of our Year 9 
students. Molly’s design has won the 2020 Jo Cox Memorial Award that will feature prominently on the Show 
Racism the Red Card (SRtRC) 2021 calendar (20,000 copies). The Judges were very impressed with Molly’s 
artwork and York Central Labour MP Rachael Maskell, commended our school for engaging with the 
programme saying, “I am delighted that a local pupil has won the Jo Cox Memorial Award”.  
 
Finally, the Governing Body would like to thank all of you for your fortitude, your understanding and your 
patience. Together we are stronger - and as Jo Cox reflected as she travelled around her constituency “we 
are far more united and have far more in common with each other than things that divide us.” 
 
With best wishes to our Joseph Rowntree community, 
 

 
Dianne Gomery 
Chair of Governors on behalf of The Joseph Rowntree Governing Body 
 


