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Dear Parents/Carers,

A warm welcome to our Spring 2017 
edition of Connect. I am sure that you  
will enjoy seeing and reading about all  
of the fantastic things that are happening 
in our school. 

Our recent production of Beauty and the Beast was a 
roaring success, and we are all really looking forward to 
our next production in the summer term which will be 
School of Rock! 

As well as showcasing all of the brilliant extra curricular 
opportunities available in the school, and our sporting 
successes, it’s great to see some of the other elements  
in our school highlighted in our magazine. 

A really good example of this would be the work of our 
Art Warriors, who really do have a massive impact on 
the learning environment in our school. The breadth and 
depth of the work that they produce is amazing.

Looking through the magazine you really do get a feel 
for how creative and talented our students are, and how 
supportive of their talents the staff are. I hope you enjoy 
looking at all of the articles in the latest edition of our 
school magazine.
 
Best wishes

Mr R. Crane – Headteacher

THE HEADTEACHER
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THE JOSEPH ROWNTREE SCHOOL 

Leading up to exam season, both Year 12 and 13 
students had revision sessions held at the Joseph 
Rowntree School. 

Huntington and Fulford School were invited over to attend 
a conference held by AQA Examiner and renowned author 
Jean-Marc Lawton. The session offered top tips and wisdom, 
scrutinising exam techniques, content and application ready 
for their exams in May and June. The student’s and staff really 
enjoyed the event, filling them all with confidence ready to get 
the results they deserve in the summer. 

Students were also able to meet Professor Alan Baddeley 
(pictured) at York University for a special conference attended by several schools in the area. Professor Baddeley is a leading researcher of 
Memory and the session was absolutely fascinating. We even got to meet him afterwards for a photograph and ask him questions about his 
famous research; a real unique opportunity to meet such an established figure in the world of Psychology. Bring on the exams!

Mr Watkins – Psychology 

LITERARY INSPIRATION

Year 12 literature put down their Shakespeare texts for a short 
while to meet a far more current writer, Colette Snowden, the 
author of The Secret to Not Drowning. 

Colette came to talk to the group about making writing your career. She 
outlined her career path through University and the path that led her into 
working in PR and writing professionally. Somewhat surprisingly, she explained that from studying for a Medieval History 
degree she is now an expert in writing about building and architecture, which just proves that studying Arts subjects can 

lead to a far wider variety of careers than you might suppose.

Following an introduction to her work as a PR writer Colette talked about the process of writing her novels. Her first 
novel, The Secret to Not Drowning, has received many accolades and has been selected as a Brave New Read 
and Colette was invited to discuss the issues 
in the novel in a live webchat on Mumsnet.  

Thank you so much to Colette Snowden 
for coming in to prove that literature is an 
engaging and valuable subject which can 
lead to interesting and varied careers.

Miss Edgar

This month a group of Year 9 students had 
an outing to the West Yorkshire Playhouse 
to see a fantastic performance of Romeo 
and Juliet as part of their study of the play 
in English. 

Students thoroughly expressed their enjoyment 
at seeing Shakespeare’s classic tragedy in an 
updated and modern context. It was a compelling 
performance from start to finish. In particular, the 
vivid portrayal of the characters certainly gripped 
the students and this has had a profound impact 
on their appreciation of the play. All students 
involved demonstrated their best behaviour and 
were excellent ambassadors for the school. 

Miss Breslin

ROMEO & JULIET

REVISION CONFERENCE & MEETING

Last term, some of our students entered the Welcome to Wonderland 
Creative Writing Competition. This was a great opportunity to show their 
artistic flair and have a chance to produce something completely of their 
own devising. We are delighted to say that some of our students have been 
picked as winners! Congratulations and well done to all who entered. 

Winners: Ethan Peck, Emma Stephens, Ellie Dennis, Elly Beacon, Amelia Goodwin, 
Mae Williams, George Scaife, Ben Maynard, Ava George-Roberts, Olivia Jenkinson, 
Isabel Wilson, Nathan Brett, Rowan Batchelor, Jacob Martindale, Olivia North, Oliver 
Carr, Jools Morgan, Rebecca Gowland, Jasmine Astbury, William Mackle, Martha Jones, 
Amy Vaughan, Kristian Barley, Laura Shackleton, Rachael Hopwood, Adam Dransfield, 
Esther Martin, Ryan Slade, Aimie Rawson, Bethany Dunn, Scarlett Butterworth, Amy 
Tagetmeier.

Miss Richardson

ENGLISH CREATIVE
        WRITING COMPETITION 

Staff and 
students 
getting into 
the spirit of 
World Book 
Day 2017!



The interviews are the last stage before receiving an 
offer to study veterinary medicine at university. 

During them I was asked some standard questions about 
being a vet, and some pretty unusual ones as well, from 
desert island scenarios to recent episodes of Countryfile! 
Questions were based on what you have learned from your 
work experience, as well as common work place scenarios to 
see how you would handle different situations. 

Each university uses different styles of interview; like the 
traditional face to face interview and ‘stations’ designed 
to assess other skills such as communication, problem 
solving and empathy, or they use a combination of the two. 
The stations are designed to be fair, as they are scored 
independently of one another so it doesn’t matter if you  

mess up on one! At one station, there were  

different specimens on the table and I had to explain my 
thinking in deciding what they were. 

Some group exercises are also used to see how you work as 
part of a team doing a simple task together. This was after 
weeks of work experience with animals on sheep farms, dairy 
farms, stables, wildlife parks and in small and large animal 
veterinary practices. It was hard but really enjoyable work 
learning more about the profession which helped me greatly 
at the interview stage. 

The interviews were a long and nerve wrecking process, but 
ultimately it paid off which is very rewarding, so don’t let 
anything put you off!

Millie Martindale

SIXTH FORM NEWS
Congratulations to Millie Martindale in Y13 on receiving an offer to 
study Veterinary Science from the University of Bristol.  

There are only 8 Universities in the UK offering this course, which makes it a 
fantastic achievement! Millie has written an account of her experience of the 
application process at the bottom of this page.

BUSINESS LIVE! 2017, DISNEYLAND PARIS

On Saturday 25th February, Mrs Elsworth and myself took a group of 16 
Business Studies students to Disneyland Paris for the Business Live! 
conference which takes place every year.

As part of the overall programme of events, students had a two-day pass for both 
theme parks at Disneyland and were keen to explore them once we had finished a  
pre-booked breakfast. So, for the rest of the Sunday, the students took full advantage 
of some of the rides, sights, sounds and attractions that Disneyland had to offer such as the 
Indiana Jones ride or the castle.

After breakfast on the Monday morning, students attended the main event of the weekend – the 
Business Live! conference which took place at the Gaumont Cinema in Disneyland. The conference 
offered the chance for students to listen to the musings and business advice from three business 
leaders from three very successful businesses, all hosted by Geoff White from Channel 4 News. 
Although Joe McEwan seemed to be the crowd’s favourite, all three spoke about their experiences 
within their respective fields and about how each business has got to where it is now and some of 

the challenges they currently face.

Overall, it was a very successful and enjoyable trip for 
both students and staff combining a chance to gain an 
inside view into some of the big name super brands with 
having masses of fun that one of those brands had to 
offer. The students were a credit to the school and to 
themselves and I would like to thank Mrs Elsworth for 
accompanying us on the trip.

Mr R T Ayres

BUSINESS STUDIES TRIP
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Vaudeville celebrated huge success in February with 
their week long sell out run of Beauty and the Beast.  
Not only did we headline the York Press, audiences 
were also blown away by the quality of the production 
and standard of the performances from cast, band and 
the production team! 

Our dress rehearsal was full to bursting with over 230 year 5 
and 6 primary school students, all of which had received a visit 
from cast members the week before. Performances got better 
and better by the night, as our cast reacted to the fantastic 
support from our sell out audiences. 

We were delighted with the standard of the hired costumes from 
a professional West End hire company, Molly Limpets. Have a 
look at their website and you may be able to work out the future 
plans for similar productions we are looking at!! 

Everyone worked so hard to put the show together, with over 
150 members of our school community involved in some way, 
not to mention the amazing support shown by all staff who 
came to watch. 

Our thanks go out to everyone who performed or came to 
watch, you all made it a week we will never forget.

Here are just a small selection of quotes and feedback from our 
primary school audience...

A BEAST OF A SHOW! 

overall, one of the best performances 
I have ever seen

I think it is very exciting and 
want to watch more

the first half is  
already totally  
  amazing!

superb acting, amazing music and lighting, 
amazing costumes, especially the teapot“

”

“
”

“ ”

MY EXPERIENCES AT  
                 VET INTERVIEWS
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THE JOSEPH ROWNTREE SCHOOL 

I took a team from The Joseph Rowntree School to the Lord 
Taverner’s Boccia England U19 regional finals which were held  
at Energise in York. 

We are the current North Yorkshire champions which qualified us for the 
Yorkshire finals. There were 11 teams from all over Yorkshire taking part  
and the competition was tough because these are the top county teams.

We had a really good start which is always important against 2 of the 
strongest teams, Axholme and Kettlethorpe who we narrowly beat 5-3 and 
8-5. This gave our team of Andrew Corner (team captain), Tom Metcalfe, 
Harry Scruton and Ben Robinson so much confidence. The students played 
fantastically in the next 3 games, winning them 9-0, 10-1 and 12-1 which qualified us for the semi final against St Mary’s 1. Our 
team captain really came to the fore helping me to motivate and encourage the team. This worked with a fantastic 7-2 win which put 
us into the final. This contest was against Brooksbank from Elland in Leeds (West Yorkshire champions) who are a well disciplined 
and skilful team. Again we were under pressure but the boys played the best game of the tournament and we beat them 7-1. What 
a proud moment for myself and the parents who came along to offer support and encouragement.

We now go onto the National finals which will be held in Sheffield in May. This is a massive achievement for the team, the school 
and also North Yorkshire as it is the first time a team from North Yorkshire have won these championships.

Barry Cornforth – Team Leader

For the second year in a row the girls are 
the area Hockey champions!
 
They beat Queen Margaret’s 6-1 in the final.  
Lorna Rore and Holly Davies were the top scorers 
of the tournament and there were some great 
goals scored by Lauren Gore, Heidi Fletcher and 
Hannah Duck.
 

A Fantastic all round effort and some great 
GK skills by Anna Whitmore and a wonderful 
achievement for the whole team, well done!
 

Miss Parker

YORKSHIRE BOCCIA       
        CHAMPIONS 2017

YEAR 9 HOCKEY CHAMPS!

The third annual House Quiz took place earlier 
this term, with each House’s team made up of 
students across Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

Pleasingly, the Vaudeville Hall saw a bigger crowd of 
staff and students in attendance this year to cheer on 
their quizzing representatives. 

There were general knowledge questions, pictures to 
identify, a map labelling round, the furious intensity of 
a buzzer round, the return of the ‘feel the sack’ round 
where students had to identify a species of animal by 
touch alone! The scores were tight after all this brain 
melting activity.

This then set up a dramatic final categories round where 
teams only scored points if they could provide a unique 
answer that no other team had thought of! When the 
dust had settled and the scores checked and verified 
the results were announced. First to fourth places were 
only separated by ten points and in the end Temple 
House retained their title as House Quiz Champions by 
a one point margin from Morrell in second place. Well 
done to all those brave students who came, quizzed  
and competed. Thanks, must also go to all the  
students and staff who supported the event.

See you next year quiz fans! 

Mr Hatch
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ANNUAL HOUSE QUIZ
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Last summer term we began a new Art Club for Key Stage 3. We are 
known as the Art Warriors. We currently have a wonderful display of 
butterflies in the hub.

We are now working on displays for other areas of the school. Earlier this term 
the Year Nine Art Warriors were invited by York Art Gallery to take part in a 
special project. We looked at many of the sculptures and paintings.

We were particularly interested in a sculpture by Ron Mueck called Youth. 
Working together with the poet Anthony Dunn we wrote a collaborative poem 

telling the story of this character. In the evening, we performed 
this poem at the gallery, to a specially invited audience.

Mr Marvel

ART WARRIORS   OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY TRIPOn Friday 3rd March, I had the pleasure of taking a group of eight Year 11 

students and two Year 12 students to visit Mansfield College at Oxford University. 

The day involved a tour of the university, conducted by three current students at the university and a tour of Oxford city itself where 
students got the chance to visit and tour The Ashmolean Museum. One of the highlights of the day, however, was a bespoke English 

session that was led by a Senior Tutor from the university. Students were 
asked to work on Old English riddles, translating them into Present Day 
English and then completing a literary analysis. I was so impressed by the 
sensitive, intelligent and impressive comments that our students made, as 
was the Senior Tutor who commented on how they were the best group 
of students she had worked with during a day like this. Staff and students 
were also treated to lunch in a room reminiscent of The Great Hall in Harry 
Potter and got the opportunity to talk with some of the students who were 
studying English at the college. Our students were excellent ambassadors for 
the school and it has inspired many of them to consider applying for Oxford 
University when the time comes.

Mr Wilson
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Dates for your diary!
7th April End of Term

27th April Year 8 Parents Evening

17th May Wiltshire Coffee Morning

26th June Sports Day

5th July Year 6 Induction Day

21st July End of Term

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Our supplier is GET BRANDED.  
Call them on 0800 1244 133 or order online at  
www.josephrowntreeuniforms.co.uk

COMING SOON...

Every January we run a raffle within school, this year it 
was for The Hospice at Home at St Leonards Hospice. 

It’s a great fundraiser to do in January as the staff bring in 
unwanted Christmas presents rewrapped so no one knows what 
prize they will be winning. There are some hilarious prizes! This 
year we had 72 prizes which was a fantastic effort from the staff 
who embrace this event every year. We also did a collection at 
our successful production of Beauty and the Beast. We raised a total of £450. The 
hospice really appreciated the donation and it was just a small thank you for all the 
hard work they do day in and day out to provide palliative care for their patients. 

Barry Cornforth – Team Leader

On Friday 10th February the 
school participated in the  
NSPCC Number Day. 

To celebrate this superb occasion  
all pupils in Years 7 to 11 were 
given a Maths question in each of 
their first 5 lessons and if they could 
prove they had all five correct they 
received a prize. Exactly 237 pupils 
descended on the Maths department 
at lunchtime to prove their worth 
and were also generous enough to 
donate a total of £77 to the NSPCC! 
Well done everyone - the Maths 
department was extremely impressed!

Mr Bowry

ST LEONARDS ‘HOSPICE AT HOME’ RAFFLE

Vaudeville presents School of Rock – 11-13th July 2017

Based on the iconic hit movie, this irresistible new musical follows slacker 
Dewey Fin, a failed wannabe rock star who decides to earn an extra bit of 
cash by posing as a supply teacher at a 
prestigious prep school. There he turns 
a class of straight A pupils into a guitar-
shredding, bass-slapping, mind-blowing 
rock band! 

But can he get them to embrace the 
empowering message of rock and get 
them to the Battle of the Bands without 
their parents and the school’s head 
teacher finding out?

Temple House have raised £223.92 
so far this year. They have done this 
through organising bake sales and 
taking part in the spare change Jam  
Jar charity scheme. 

Sarah Carr-Brion in year 12 launched and 
organised this scheme single handedly. 7LEK 
raised a staggering £60.89 in loose change 
in just 5 weeks. The money raised so far 
has gone towards sponsoring a child called 
Kendy in Haiti. Temple house have received a 
card from Kendy, opening up communication 
between us and him. Watch this space!

Miss Gatherer – Head of Temple House

CHARITY WORKNSPCC NUMBER DAY


