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24 February 2021 
 

NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 Testing for Students  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
You may have heard that routine testing for those without coronavirus symptoms is beginning across the 
country using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral flow devices’. This letter is to help give you 
more information about the testing programme in our school. 
 
Up to one third of people who have coronavirus are asymptomatic. By testing we will help to reduce the 
spread in school through asymptomatic transmission. I am therefore strongly encouraging all students to be 
tested as they return to school as an additional safety layer for all staff and students at the school. 
 
Testing 
 
In line with the latest national guidance, we will be looking to test as many students as possible as we fully 
re-open from 8 March 2021.  Staff have already started their routine testing very successfully.  Students will 
be asked to complete their first 3 tests at the test site that is set up in school, (which has been inspected 
and quality assured by the local public health team) to get used to the swabbing process.  They will then be 
allowed to carry on testing at home after this with free, home testing kits provided through the school. 
 
Testing, whilst strongly encouraged is not compulsory and requires prior consent.  To help inform your 
decision to consent to testing, please watch the NHS testing, step by step video at the following link:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ. 
 
To minimise disruption to the start of face to face learning in the classroom, we aim to complete at least the 
first of 3 tests next week, between 2-5 March and students will be invited into school in small numbers at 
specific timeslots.  Second and third tests in school will be arranged at times, predominantly after the normal 
school day and into the evening, again to minimise any disruption to the long awaited return to the 
classroom.  Further detail will follow once numbers of students with consent to test have been confirmed. 
 
Alternatively and if it is more convenient, you are also able to book these first 3 tests using the City of York’s 
rapid test sites located at the University of York, York St John University or York Stadium Leisure complex.  
Details will be shared later for how to book these tests once arrangements have been confirmed.  If you 
would prefer to do this, then we do not require you to complete the school’s consent form. 
 
Testing should not be completed by anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 90 days.  If 
this applies then please do not complete the consent form, but contact the school after the 90 day period is 
over to arrange to start the testing process. 
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How the tests work 
 
Those taking the tests in school will be supervised by trained staff and volunteers. The lateral flow tests are 
quick and easy to undertake, using a swab of the nose and throat. Results (which take around half an hour 
from testing) will be sent to the contact details provided on the consent form via the online NHS system 
once they have been registered and logged. The school will inform the student of a positive test result. 
Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be informed. Tests are free of charge.  
 
Consent 
 
To provide consent and to aid the school to plan for numbers, please complete the Google form as soon as 
you are able to and no later than midday on Friday 26 February 2021, by going to the following link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSek9lunT_SO49p9aB7K3Z7PussG6BiKHEld3UX8S7lnTE3-
ew/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628.  If forms are not received by this deadline then the school 
will assume that you do not consent to testing or that you have made alternative arrangements to be tested 
through the City’s rapid test sites.  Consent relates to the following groups of students as below: 
 
• For pupils and students younger than 16 years - this form must be completed by the parent or 

legal guardian. Please complete one consent form for each child you wish to participate in testing. 
• Pupils and students over 16 who are able to provide informed consent - can complete this form 

themselves, having discussed participation with their parent / guardian if under 18.  Mr Coleman will 
also be sending this information directly to all 6th Form students.  Parents / carers of any students in 
Year 11 who are 16 years old are asked to share this information with their child for them to complete 
the Google form as applicable. 
For any pupil or student who does not have the capacity to provide informed consent - this 
form must be completed by the parent or legal guardian. Please complete one consent form for each 
child you wish to participate in testing. 

Terms of consent 

By completing the consent form, you are agreeing (either on behalf of your child, or for yourself if over 16 
years) to the following terms of consent: 

1. I have had the opportunity to consider the information provided by the school about the testing, ask 
questions and have had these answered satisfactorily, based on the information presented in the letter 
dated 24 February 2021 and the attached Privacy Notice. 

2. In the case of under 16s, I have discussed the testing with my child and my child is happy to 
participate. If on the day of testing they do not wish to take part, then they will not be made to do so and 
consent can be withdrawn at any time ahead of the test. 

3. I consent to having / my child having a nose and throat swab for lateral flow tests. I / my child will self-
swab if I / my child is able to otherwise I understand that assistance is available. 

4. I understand that there may be multiple tests required and this consent covers all tests for the named 
person. If, on the day of testing I / they do not wish to take part, then I understand I / they will not be 
made to do so and that consent can be withdrawn at any time ahead of the test. 

5. I consent that my / my child’s sample(s) will be tested for the presence of COVID-19. 

6. I understand that if my /my child’s result(s) are negative on the lateral flow test I will not be contacted 
by the school/college except where I am / they are a close contact of a confirmed positive. 

7. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I commit to ensuring that I / my child is 
removed from school premises as promptly as possible, bearing in mind I / they may have some anxiety 
following a positive test result. 

8. I understand that I / they will need to self-isolate following a positive lateral flow test result. 
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9. I agree that if my / my child’s test results are confirmed to be positive from this lateral flow test, I will 
report this to the school / college and I understand that I/ my child will be required to self-isolate following 
public health advice. 

10. I understand that if a close contact of my child tests positive that my child will self-isolate for 10 days 
in line with Government guidance. 

SEND considerations 
 
For students with SEND, additional guidance is expected to be published by the end of the week.  The 
school will work with students and their families to agree the most appropriate way of them accessing 
testing.  In principal, there are three options to consider, firstly, their child carries out the testing in school 
with the appropriate support and supervision in place.   Secondly, in circumstances where it is felt that a 
student with SEND would not be able to be tested in school but could be tested at home with the support of 
an adult, then home test kits will be provided.  Finally, if you feel that your child will not tolerate the swab at 
all to be able to conduct testing, then consent does not need to be provided and they will not be tested.  The 
national guidance has indicated that testing technology is developing all of the time, working on other 
approaches to testing for children who are unable to tolerate a throat or nasal swab. 
 
Please indicate in the last question box of the consent form any details for consideration, including if you 
wish to move straight to home testing rather than initial, in school testing if this is not deemed to be 
appropriate (if providing consent to test).  We will be in touch on a case by case basis to agree how testing 
is best accessed, specific to the needs of your child. 
 
What if my child tests positive? 
 
If a student tests positive on a lateral flow device, they will need to self-isolate for 10 days and follow the 
guidance from NHS Test and Trace. 
 
What happens if the test is negative? 
 
While a small number of students may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some 
reason, students who test negative will be able to stay in school and resume their activities as normal.  
 
What if staff or students have been in close contact with someone in school who tests positive? 
 
The staff member or student will be notified that they are a close contact by the school and will need to self-
isolate for 10 days in line with Government guidance. 
 
What if my child develop symptoms? 
 
This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any 
time (including a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or 
taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-
coronavirus-test. 
 
We will support our students throughout, but please contact us if you have any questions. You can call the 
office on 01904 552100 or email contact@josephrowntree.york.sch.uk. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 

Dave Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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