
Supporting students to engage in home learning 
 
Some of our students are struggling to make the transition to remote learning. This is 
perfectly understandable and we know that some students will take longer to adapt than 
others. Students with a Special Educational Need (SEND) may find it very difficult to bring 
school into the home environment. 
 
The main thing to remember at this time is to be realistic. You know your child well and you 
know what they can manage. Neither you nor your child will be judged on the amount of 
work that is completed.  
 
In school your child is supported by qualified teachers and teaching assistants whose sole 
focus is to help your child access their education effectively.  They are not trying to juggle 
childcare, working from home and other household chores like you could be at this time.  
 
It might help you to know that our teachers will be struggling at times to combine their work 
at home with keeping their own children engaged in learning. They have been told to be 
realistic about how they work at home. 
 
To keep a sense of perspective and help you structure your child’s work more effectively we 
think the following might help – 
 

1. Break work down into manageable chunks. It might help to agree a timetable for 
each day with your child 

2. Give your child a realistic timescale they will work on each task for. For some SEND 
students this may be as little as 5 minutes 

3. Use a timer to help your child stay focused for the time you have agreed they will 
work for 

4. Once they have completed their time take a short break. It might be worth using the 
timer for the break 

5. After the break go back to work, again using a timeframe to help your child 
concentrate 

6. Some students will respond to a visual plan – a ‘now and next board’. This will help 
them ‘see’ what they have to do. A ‘now and next board’ is divided down the middle. 
The task to be completed (Now), is put on the left side and the task to be done 
(Next), on the right side. This should include things such as play a game, watch TV or 
spend time in the garden.  

7. If there are a number of tasks to complete it might help if your child chooses what 
order to do them in 

8. Don’t worry if not all the tasks are completed. It is better to concentrate on quality 
not quantity 

 
If these strategies don’t work please contact school and we will be in touch to offer further 
support. 
 


