
 
 
 
 

                                       
 

 

HEADTEACHER:  Mr David Hewitt, BA (Hons), NPQH 
DEPUTY HEAD:  Mr A Haigh, BSc (Hons) DEPUTY HEAD:  Ms C Mann, BA (Hons)  

 
 

“Working together to achieve success” 

 Haxby Road 
New Earswick 

York 
YO32 4BZ 

 

Tel: 01904 552100 
E-mail: contact@josephrowntree.york.sch.uk 

Website: www.josephrowntree.co.uk 
RC/JUNE2020/Y8REMOTELEARNING/JLB 

June 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. 
 
As you will be aware, we now are faced with the situation of Year 8 continuing with remote learning 
on Google classroom until the end of this academic year. 
 
While we appreciate that every family’s circumstance is different at this current time, it is very 
important that, as much as possible, students continue with a structured approach to their lessons 
and curriculum in the remaining weeks of this term. 
 
We are also aware that the Year 8 Parents’ Evening was missed due to the nationwide lockdown 
in April.  In response to this, we have moved our provisional date for Year 9 Parents’ Evening to 
the first term in the next academic year.  Please contact school via the main school email, or via 
your child's House Progress Leader, if you have any queries or need support.  
 
Students should be checking their Year group classroom daily for notices from myself and their 
House Managers and Progress Leaders.  The revised timetable will continue to be implemented 
up to the end of the year.  Please support as much as possible in enabling students to access the 
3 subjects allocated each day, along with the physical activity.  Google classroom is a very flexible 
resource for online learning, however students must ensure they are reading instructions and 
explanations carefully in order to maximise fully from the lesson content.  Please encourage them 
to do this.  
 
Students should be communicating regularly with their teachers via the Google classroom and e-
mail. We advise each lesson should only last 1 hour.  If work is not completed at this point the 
teacher should be sent a message to let them know and the completed work submitted. 
 
You will shortly receive in the post the interim report for students from the Easter Period.  Please 
remember that these reports were generated using the last set of data we collected when students 
were in school.  For Year 8, that date was 2 April.  At that current point in the academic year we 
would be expecting students to still be at a point where they were ‘working towards’ expectations 
for the end of the year.  Attendance and Positive/Negative points are also indicative of this fixed 
date.  As you can see, this assessment deadline fell during lockdown.  If final summative 
assessments had not been completed in school due to lockdown for classes, the report will show 
N/A.  They do not reflect the period of lockdown given the difficulties of measuring attainment when 
students are working remotely. 
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At the end of term, we will contact you again with a full summary of what content has been provided 
for students in every subject over the term.  We will then use new data and assessment tools in 
September to establish each individual’s position for the forthcoming year. 
 
As ever, our teaching teams in departments, the pastoral team, and myself are available to help 
and support all of our students in every way we can.  Please do get in touch if you have questions 
or queries.  
 
In addition, please encourage your child to take part in the house activities on offer, and to ensure 
they plan their time to allow for a successful and healthy balance between school work and home 
activities. Many useful resources are available on our school website. 
 
My thanks again, for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs R Clarke 
 
Assistant Headteacher 
Raising Achievement KS3 
 
 


