
Curriculum 
Newsletter 

Year 5 

Happy New Year and Welcome back!  

We know that when we look up at our sky we will see the Sun, the Moon and the 
stars. We take them for granted. But why are they there? What do they do? How do 
they affect the Earth? Astronomy, like all sciences, is about asking questions. By be-
coming space explorers, we can find out more about our solar system and the deeper 
mysteries of the universe.  

Goldilocks words:  

The Goldilocks  words are the key 

vocabulary the children will learn, 

understand and be able to use by 

the end of the topic. They are 

called Goldilocks words as they are 

not too easy, not too hard, but just 

right! 

Space, moon, sun  

Earth’s axis , solar system , de-
bris , rotate , expanse , Optical 
telescopes , Space probes , com-
et, asteroids, meteor, red giants, 
black dwarfs,  white dwarfs  

Ideas for home learning:  

 Make a labelled diagram of the solar system 
and draw it to scale  

 Research facts about the planets. Which planet 
is the biggest? Which planet has the shortest 
day?  

 Design your own planet. How would it look? 
You could make a template or design a fact-
file.  

 Research the composer Gustav Holst and listen 
to ‘The Planets’. Choose a planet to listen to or 
compare two pieces. How does the music 
make you feel? Which instruments has he used 
to create different effects?  

Key messages:  

P.E. Monday and Wednesday        

We will be doing Gymnastics for PE this term so for health and safety reasons, it is im-
portant that  P.E. kits are worn to school on these days.  

Homework reminder—please try and read every night and practice your Times Table 
rock stars  
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