
Curriculum Newsletter 

Year 4 

Autumn 1 

Chocolate 

Welcome to year 4! Our topic this term is Chocolate/Ancient Maya. 

As part of this topic we will be reading the book “Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory” by Roald Dahl . The children will find out about 

the origins , sources and production of chocolate. The topic will 

commence with the children being challenged to use all of their 5 

senses to describe 3 varieties of chocolate, mixing and tasting a 

chocolate drink similar to how the Mayans may have drunk (not the 

sweet, hot chocolate we may be familiar with today in London)! 

(Being mindful of allergies).  

The Goldilocks  words are the key vocabulary the children will learn, understand and be 

able to use by the end of the topic. They are called Goldilocks words as they are not too 

easy, not too hard, but just right! civilisation   Mesoamerica    sacrifice       ritual  codices          

maize         blood-letting      upperworld  texture              cocoa             farmer    

 producers     fair-trade       savoury           producers         packaging     corporations    

Ideas for home learning 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ  

ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǘǎΦ 

CƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜΦ 

±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǝǎƘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ 

aŀȅŀƴ ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘǎΦ  

Key messages  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ t9 ƪƛǘ ƻƴ  t9 ŘŀȅǎΦ t9 

ƪƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎƘƻǊǘǎ ƻǊ ƧƻƎƎƛƴƎ ōƻǧƻƳǎΦ 

п5h t9ς  aƻƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ  

пY{ t9ς  ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ό{ǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴύ  ŀƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ 

IƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ .ǳƎ /ƭǳōΣ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ wƻŎƪǎǘŀǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ /tD ƳŀǘƘǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǎƘŜŜǘǎΦ 

This termôs right is Article 12 - respect for the views of the child. We have worked 

together to create our class charter and will have weekly circle time sessions for 

the children to raise issues and develop solutions. We also have a worry box, in 

which children can leave concerns they are not comfortable raising publicly. 

Keep your eyes peeled for information about the children’s learning, we will be sharing   the 

children’s learning throughout the term via Google Classroom and Parenthub.  
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