
Curriculum Newsletter 

Year 4 

Autumn 2 

The Mayan Civilisation 

Welcome to year 4! Our topic this term is The Mayan Civilsation. As 
part of this topic we will be reading the Ancient Mayan myth, “The 
Hero Twins”. The children , having touched on the subject as part of 
the previous topic, Chocolate.  The topic will commence with the 
children mixing and tasting a chocolate drink such as the Mayans 
may have drunk (not the sweet, hot chocolate we may be familiar 
with today in London)! Also, year 4 will be benefiting from profes-
sional cricket coaching, as well as athletics taught by class teachers. 
This term, 4DD will be sharing our learning at the end of term. 

The Goldilocks  words are the key vocabulary the children will learn, understand and be 
able to use by the end of the topic. They are called Goldilocks words as they are not too 
easy, not too hard, but just right! 

civilisation   Mesoamerica    sacrifice       ritual       primary source      secondary source       
codex            codices          maize         blood-letting      upperworld 

Ideas for home learning 
Visit the British Museum website to see 
some Ancient Mayan artefacts.  

Find and read other Mayan myths. 

Key messages  
Children should come dressed in PE kit on  
PE days. PE kit is a white top with black 
shorts or jogging bottoms. 

4DD PE– Wednesdays and Fridays 

4MG PE– Thursdays and Fridays 

Homework will be Bug Club and 

Google Classroom maths tasks. 

This term’s right is Article 29 (goals of education). 
Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It 
must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their 
parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. 
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x learning about electricity.  
x learning about electrical and non-

electrical appliances. 
x explaining how circuits work.   
x naming conductors and insulators and 

creating our own simple circuits 
including some with a switch.  
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