
Curriculum Newsletter 

Year 5 

Autumn 2 

Benin 

Welcome to Autumn 2 in year 5! Our topic this term is      
Benin As part of this topic we will be reading the book 
“Journey to Jo’burg” by   Beverley Naidoo which follows two 
siblings and their journey to find their mother during the 
apartheid South Africa in the mid 1980’s . The children will 
be learning about rise of the Kingdom of Benin, and how it 
became one of the wealthiest Kingdoms in Africa at the 
time.  They will learning about the ruling family including: 
their traditions, their beliefs and how they transmitted 
knowledge and history through their spoken culture.   

Goldilocks words:  
The Goldilocks  words are the key vo-
cabulary the children will learn, under-
stand and be able to use by the end of 
the topic. They are called Goldilocks 
words as they are not too easy, not too 
hard, but just right! 

apartheid              Coral 

Continent             Francophone 

Dynasty                 Sacrifice  

Kingdom               Reign  

Civilization              Ogiso   

Ideas for home learning:  
x Create some traditional African style re-

peating  prints.  

x Try some traditional South African / Benin 
food. 

x Share some traditional African food with the 
class if you have African heritage in your 
family   

x Read traditional South African / Benin sto-
ries and tales  

x Collect new words relating to Ancient Benin 
the children can then share these in school! 

Key messages:  

P.E. 5TL Monday and Wednesday 5JR Tuesday and Friday  
(wear P.E. kit to school on P.E. days) 

Bug Club reminder—please try and read every night. 

Please turn over to see the key skills the children will be learning in each subject area.  
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