
 

 Autumn Term 2 at Katherines 

 

Head’s message 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we come to the end of our Autumn 2 term, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to our 

whole school community for another vibrant, busy and joyful half-term of learning and 
enrichment. 

Our children in Years 1–6 enjoyed wonderful cinema trips, giving them the chance to 
experience stories on the big screen and build cultural experiences that will feed into their 
learning back in school. 

A special highlight this term was our music assembly, featuring groups of children who have 
been taking part in Rocksteady Music sessions throughout the term. These pupils formed 

their own rock bands and performed to both parents and the whole school. The confidence, 

teamwork and creativity they showed were fantastic to see, and we are incredibly proud of 
each and every performer. 

We were also delighted to welcome our local MP for Harlow, Chris Vince, into school. He 

spent time visiting classes, meeting members of Katherines Parliament, and taking part in 
lively Q&A sessions with our pupils. The children asked thoughtful, mature questions and 
gained valuable insight into democracy and public service. 

To finish the term, our school community came together for a truly fabulous Christmas Fair, 

wonderfully organised by the Katherines Connected PTA. Thanks to the generosity and 
enthusiasm of everyone who attended, the fair raised an impressive £739.55. We are 
incredibly grateful for this support, which will directly benefit our pupils. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We wish all our families a peaceful, happy 
festive break and look forward to welcoming the children back in the new year on Tuesday 
6th January. 

 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Harman 

 

 

 



Across the school 

Nursery- Alex Deans 

During Autumn 2, we enhanced our understanding of the world as we zoomed off to the moon, 

learning all about space and where we live on planet Earth. The children enjoyed reading Whatever 

Next, discovering how Teddy created an imaginary rocket from a box and flew to the moon. Inspired 

by the story, the children created their own rockets and planets through junk modelling.  

We strengthened and challenged our physical skills by balancing on obstacle courses and riding tricycle 

bikes. We also explored our outdoor environment by collecting fallen leaves and using them to support 

the development of our cutting skills. 

Once we landed back on planet Earth, our next story was The Gingerbread Man. The children 

expressed their creativity by making a life-size gingerbread man. In Maths, we learned about repeating 

patterns using colours and objects, with children collaborating to predict what would come next. We 

also began identifying numbers 1–2, using our fingers to represent each number. A highlight for many 

was decorating their very own gingerbread man biscuit. 

A very important focus throughout the term was learning the joy of working together through play 

and building strong relationships. We ended the year by practising for our singing Nativity and writing 

letters to Santa, finishing the term with lots of excitement and festive cheer.  

 

 

 

 



Reception- Ellie Simmonds 

Reception have had a very successful half term. The children have worked hard learning to 
write their names and to recognise Set 1 sounds in phonics. An important focus of phonics 
lessons has also been developing the children’s ability to orally blend sounds to make 
words. 

In English, the class enjoyed reading a range of new stories, with Owl Babies proving to be a 

firm favourite. In mathematics, the children have been practising subitising numbers to 5 
and exploring the composition of the numbers 4 and 5. They have also been spotting 2D 

shapes in their environment and learning about the properties of circles, triangles and 
squares. 

Developing friendships and learning to share has been a key area of learning this half term. 
It has been wonderful to see the children confidently exploring new activities in the 
classroom, whether through construction, role play, playdough creations or junk modelling. 

Finally, the children made us all very proud during the Nativity performance, sharing the joy 

of Christmas through their enthusiastic acting and singing. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1- Louis Braille 

In English, we have explored 3 different texts: ‘Oi Frog’, ‘Peace at Last’ and ‘The Jolly 

Christmas Postman’. We have been developing our writing skills by focusing on using capital 

letters, full stops, and clear finger spaces. We have also been exploring what it means to be 

a writer—editing our work, improving our ideas, and proudly publishing our finished pieces! 

This term, we published two wonderful stories: Peace at Last by Jill Murphy and The Jolly 

Christmas Postman by Allan Ahlberg and Janet Ahlberg. Furthermore, in Maths we have 

explored length and height, numbers to 20, both 2D and 3D shapes and position. The 

children have been working extremely hard and have particularly enjoyed engaging in 

practical, hands-on activities (especially our class height chart) that have helped to develop 

their understanding and confidence. 

In Geography, we have been focusing on our school. The children have really enjoyed 

exploring what human and physical features are, the different modes of transport and the 

different routes we can take to school and around our school. In science, we carried on 

exploring materials to find out which materials were the strongest and what materials are 

best suited for an item. For DT, we will be making exploring mechanisms and making a 

moving storyboard! The children are excited to bring home their storyboards before the 

Christmas holidays! 

In RSE we have been discovering through oracy how to keep our selves safe, how to help 

ourselves when we feel poorly and how to cross the road safely. In Religion and World 

Views we have been exploring how a celebration can bring a community together, 

specifically Christmas and Eid. As the festive season draws closer, we have been practising 

for our nativity, and we cannot wait to share the cheer with you.  

 

 

 

 



Year 2 Billy –Monger 

 

In computing, we learnt all about the different types of information technology we use both 

inside and outside of school, and we explored how each one helps us in different ways —like 

using tablets to learn in class, traffic lights to keep us safe on the roads, and scanners to help 

shops work smoothly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In DT, we had lots of fun designing and making our own puppets, choosing materials, adding 

creative details, and learning different techniques to stick and join the pieces together so 

our characters could come to life. 

 

We have also been busy practising for our Nativity show, learning our lines, remembering 

our actions, and working together to make the performance special and full of Christmas 

cheer. 

 

 



Year 3 -Boyan Slat 

Boyan Slat class have had a fantastic and very busy half term. They have worked incredibly 

hard, and I am extremely proud of them. 

In Mathematics, the children have been learning about statistics, including reading data 

from pictograms and bar charts. They have also been practising multiplication, which is a 

very important skill and learning about money, including how to add and subtract amounts 

and calculate change. 

In English, we have been studying ‘The Stone Age Boy’ written by Satoshi Kitamura. Based 

on this text, the children have written diaries, poetry and information texts, demonstrating 

creativity and strong engagement with their learning. 

It has been a very busy half term, and Boyan Slat class have consistently turned up ready to 

learn. We were delighted to win the attendance award and celebrate with a trip to the 

bowling alley. The children had a wonderful time, and it was thoroughly deserved. 

I hope you all have a lovely winter break and enjoy a well-earned rest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4- Greta Thunberg 

This half term, the children in Greta Thunberg Class have been wonderfully busy and 

enthusiastic in their learning. In maths, they have been working hard on their times tables in 

preparation for the Government Times Tables Check taking place in June — more 

information about this will be shared with parents soon. 

In English, the children have produced thoughtful biographies about Dr Martin Luther King 

and Rosa Parks, two significant figures in the fight for racial equality. Alongside this, they 

have been focusing on grammar skills such as recognising regular and irregular past-tense 

verbs, choosing the correct pronouns, and using standard English accurately — especially 

avoiding common mix-ups like was/were and did/done. More recently we have written 

dramatic stories linked to the short story, The Ice-palace by Robert Swindells.  

In Geography, the class has been learning all about the United Kingdom. They have explored 

the highest mountains, important cities and many well-known landmarks from across the 

nation. 

The photos show our fantastic Caveman Day from the end of last half term. The children 

learned how to build dens, make fire and create artwork using natural materials — a 

brilliant, hands-on experience they will remember for a long time. 

It has certainly been a busy few weeks. The children have worked incredibly hard and truly 

deserve a well-earned break. Well done, Greta Thunberg Class! 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4/5- Anne Frank 

  

As we come to the end of this half term, we are delighted to share the wonderful learning 

experiences your children have enjoyed in Anne Frank Class. From the very start, the children 

have shown enthusiasm and creativity in all areas of the curriculum. 

To begin with, in English, they have immersed themselves in the world of descriptive poetry. 

Using rich vocabulary and figurative language, they have worked hard to create vivid images 

in the reader’s mind. After writing their own detailed poems, they are now looking forward 

to performing them with confidence. 

Meanwhile, in Computing, the children stepped into the role of videographers. By planning 

shots carefully, experimenting with camera angles, and editing their recordings, they 

developed a range of technical and creative skills that brought their ideas to life.  In addition, 

our Geography lessons took us on an exciting journey across Europe. The children explored 

important landmarks and learned about the continent’s fascinating physical features.  

At the same time, in Science, we ventured far beyond Earth to discover the wonders of space. 

Through lively discussions and thought-provoking questions, the children deepened their 

understanding of the solar system and the wider universe. 

In Maths, we focused on practical concepts such as perimeter, area, and volume, applying 

these to real-life problems. Alongside this, the children explored square numbers, cube 

numbers, and prime numbers, strengthening their knowledge of number properties. 

In our RWV lessons, we reflected on the question: Why should we be good? By considering 

ideas from philosophers and world religions, the children thought deeply about kindness, 

morality, and the importance of making good choices. 

Adding to the excitement, in PE the children learned the Haka, a traditional Māori dance. They 

practised strong movements, rhythm, and teamwork, building confidence and coordination 

while exploring cultural expression through physical activity. 

As we approach Christmas, the classroom has been filled with festive cheer. The children have 

decorated their Christmas tree and will soon enjoy seasonal activities, including making cards 

and joining in celebrations together. 



 

Year 6 Malala Yousafzai 

This half term has been a busy one for year 6 as the children have worked hard across 

the curriculum. 
 

In English, the children have explored some fantastic texts.  They began the term by 

reading and enjoying Kensuke’s Kingdom and wrote a thoughtful newspaper report 

based in a child’s disappearance.  The children then read Alfred Noyes’ poem ‘the 

highwayman’ and explored the language and characters in the story considering who 

they thought was responsible for Bess, the landlord’s daughter’s sad demise.  Finally, in 

the lead up to Christmas, the children have taken on the role of Scrooge from Charles 

Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ after reading the first chapter of the classic book then 

writing from his point of view.  
 

In maths, the children have continued their coverage of the year 6 curriculum firstly 

establishing methods to calculate in all four operations including both long 

multiplication and long division the exploring fractions and how to add, subtract, divide 

and multiply them. 
 

Year six have loved finding out about the Earth and space.  They are fascinated with 

space and have had many questions when we were exploring our understanding of the 

solar system.  Closer to home, the class have enjoyed learning about Europe - finding out 

about the human and physical features of the continent and exploring the differences 

between our European neighbours.   
 

Whether making soft toys in DT, learning about website creation in computing, finding 

out what it means to be good in RWV not forgetting PE, music and all of the other areas 
of learning, year six have packed a lot in this half term!  

 

 

 

 

 



Whole School: Neurodiversity 

As part of our whole school learning about Neurodiversity, KS2 have been watching the 

Neurobears Cubs programme and increasing their knowledge about autism.   

Please do ask them to tell you about what they have been learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

                                                  

Mrs Harman with Santa before he delivered presents to the children! 

 

Clubs 

After School clubs, provided by CK Sports, will continue to run, Monday – Thursday. Book 

online as per usual. Clubs will run from the week beginning 

12th January and the last sessions will be on the week of 16th 

March. 

Monday – KS2 Football  

Tuesday- KS1 Multisport 

Wednesday – KS2 Netball 

Thursday - KS1 Multisport 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Attendance   
Good attendance increases a 

child’s academic success and 

improves their life opportunities.  

Our whole school target for 

attendance this year is 96.5%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online Safety 

 

 



 


