Autumn at Katherines

KATHERINES

Head’s message

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been an absolute privilege getting to know your children and witnessing the joy and
passion they have for learning. There's a growing sense of excitement throughout the school
as we look forward to moving into our new building and reuniting our school community. I'd
like to take a moment to share some highlights from our first half-term at Katherines, along
with a few important updates.

Across the school

Reception are becoming increasingly confident in using the
outside space. It's been fantastic to see how content and happy
they are and the new friendships that are blossoming within the
class. They have been working collaboratively in all aspects of
their child initiated learning including the mud kitchen, reading
teepee, the digging area and creating masterpieces in the mark
making area. % B AT




Across the school

Year 1 have been working incredibly hard and have made the
teaching staff very proud. The class has shown great enthusiasm
for learning, especially when it comes to hands-on investigations.
In maths, the children compared different items to determine
which was longer and which was shorter. As young scientists, they
explored a variety of materials in the
classroom, investigating their properties.
They discovered which materials were
flexible and which were rigid, as well as
identifying which were rough and which
were smooth.

Year 3 has had an exciting and hands-on start to the
term! One of the highlights was our science unit,
Animals Including Humans, where we explored the
incredible workings of the human body. We were
particularly fascinated by how our muscles contract
and relax, and we even created models to see this
process in action! We can't wait for another half-term

full of new discoveries and fun learning adventures!  “~

Year 4/5 were excited to be invited to participate in Black History
Month celebrations at their host school, Longwood. Throughout
the month, we learned about several influential figures who have
made a lasting impact on world history. Our main focus was on
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The children researched his life and
wrote biographies, along with profiles of other prominent
peaceful activists who championed equal rights. Some students
also worked on these projects at home, creating artwork and
exploring Dr. King’s famous speeches.




The highlight of the month was a visit from a group of musicians, artists, and storytellers. We
spent a morning learning to play African drums, experimenting with African-style fabric
printing, and listening to captivating African stories. It was a wonderful and enriching
experience, full of hands-on activities that taught us a great deal. Here are some photos from
the day!

Year 5/6 explored several exciting topics. In Science, we studied Living Things
and Habitats, focusing on life cycles and plant reproduction, and examined
the reproductive system of a rose. In History, we delved into World War II,
learning about the period through a range of sources and artefacts to
understand history more deeply. In RSE, we discussed body image, exploring
how social media and celebrities can impact self-esteem and insecurities. We
also learnt a valuable life skill—how to place someone in the recovery position
in an emergency if they are unconscious.

Year 6 The children were sharing the experiences of different WW2
evacuees to see whether they all had a positive time as shown on
photographs and newsreels or if it was more mixed.




PE - At Katherines, specialist sports coaches provide a variety of sporting experiences,
enhancing pupils’ skills through professional expertise and high standards. Mr Thomas shared
his pride in the way Katherines have conducted themselves in recent sporting fixtures. They
have been a credit to themselves and the school, showing amazing resilience, perseverance
and humility. He looks forward to another fantastic year ahead, filled with new and enriching
opportunities in physical education.

\\ Mr Thomas expressed his delight that the children’s sporting abilities

\ and achievements have been recognised at a gold standard. He

emphasised the school’s pride in offering a wide range of

opportunities for pupils, both within and beyond the classroom, as

)' well as the dedication and commitment shown by staff to support

and inspire students in physical education. Our aim this year is to
strive for Platinum standard!
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Brain Buddies

Some of our KS2 classes are currently involved in weekly Brain Buddies sessions. This is
emotional regulation group work that is based on the zones of regulation. It is Cognitive
behaviour therapy based and looks at how the brain works, helps develop and understanding
of how to use a range of calming techniques, problem solving skills and self-care. The aim of
the program is to give children the skills they need to recognise, understand and regulate
their emotions.

The children designed posters to share what they have learnt so far.
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Attendance

Good attendance increases a child’s academic success and improves their life opportunities.

Our whole school target for attendance this year is 96.5%.

From this week, the class with the highest attendance will receive some additional playtime.

In addition to this, the class with the best attendance each half-term will receive a class
reward.




Clubs

~

KATHERINES PRIMARY ACADEMY
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

We are thrilled to announce that we
will be providing the following clubs at
Katherines Primary Academy from
January 2025;

Monday - Football for Rec - Year 2
Tuesday - Football Year 3 - 6

Wednesday - Cheerleading for Year 2 - 6
Thursday - Dodgeball for Year 2 - 6

Friday - Multi Sports for Rec - Year 3

To book, please use the link below.

https://sporting4schools.classforkids.io/term/28

0208 0578911 www.sporting4schools.co.uk @sporting4schools
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