Summer 2 at Katherines

KATHERINES

Head’s message

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of the school year, it’s hard to believe how quickly the time has passed.
There have been some big changes and challenges, but your wonderful, resilient children have
coped so well throughout. One aspect we must celebrate above all else is that the school
community is finally back together under one roof, a change I’'m sure those who had to take
daily coach journeys to our partner schools within the Trust appreciate more than most.
Looking ahead, we’ll be sharing further updates next year on the exciting plans to rebuild a
permanent school on our original site.

As always, the end of the summer term is a time of both celebration and reflection. We will
be very sad to say goodbye to our Year 6 children, and we wish them every success and
happiness in their new schools. At the same time, we are delighted to welcome our new
Reception and Nursery children, many of whom have already visited the school during our
recent stay and play sessions. It was also lovely to see so many of our current families come
together for Sports Day, a real reminder of the warmth and spirit within our school
community.

On a personal note, | want to express my genuine and heartfelt thanks to everyone who has
made me feel so warmly welcome as part of the Katherines community. It’s a privilege to
work alongside your children each day, they are a credit to you and to the school and I'm
looking forward to what the next year will bring.

| you wish all a peaceful and restful break. | look forward to welcoming you all back to school
on Wednesday 3 September.

Across the school

Nursery

We’ve had such a lovely time in Nursery, exploring the signs of summer and learning how to
look after little creatures. One of the highlights was caring for caterpillars and watching them
grow into butterflies before releasing them into nature, a magical experience!

On one of the hottest days of the term, we had a brilliant Water Day with lots of splashing
fun. We also made our own smoothies and ice lollies, perfect for keeping cool.




In Literacy, we dived into the world of sea creatures and even learnt about the anglerfish, a
fascinating deep sea creature with a built in light.

Over in Expressive Arts and Design, the children worked together to create a big, colourful
ocean masterpiece. They loved painting and seeing their ideas come to life.
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Reception

Reception class have been busy enjoying the great outdoors in the glorious sunshine over the
past few weeks. Sports Day was full of excitement and great sportsmanship as the class
relished the chance to challenge themselves to win precious points for their team. Our water
day gave the class the chance to cool down as temperatures soared, the cold water foot spa
was a particular favourite! Finally, the children learnt all about healthy eating and which foods
are best eaten in moderation and which ones are part of a healthy lifestyle. What a wonderful
final few weeks of the summer term it has been!




Year 1

This term has been filled with exciting learning opportunities in Year 1. The class have made
us very proud with their hard work and enthusiasm for learning. Sports Day was a highlight
as the children showed great teamwork skills while taking part in the events.

Year 1 have worked on recognising their emotions in Emotional Explorer sessions as well as learning
practical ways to manage their feelings. Thank you to all the parents who joined us for the Emotional
Explorer assembly where the children shared their learning.

This term, year 1 have also been learning about friendship and ways humans and animals
change as they grow. The children produced beautiful paintings in the style of Clarice Cliff.




Year 2

Year 2 had a fantastic time on Sports Day, proudly showcasing their skills and enjoying every
moment of the fun filled event. We are also delighted to share that Year 2 were crowned
winners of the KS1 Spelling Bee competition, a well-deserved reward for all their hard work
and dedication. This summer term, the children have been learning about different climates
and weather patterns, both here in the UK and around the world. They explored countries
near the equator and compared their temperatures with those of regions further away,
developing a great understanding of how location affects climate.
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Year 3

Year 3 have had a fantastic year full of learning, discovery and fun.

This half-term, we’ve enjoyed Sports Day, Design and Technology workshops and even a VR
workshop, which the children thoroughly
enjoyed.

It has been a truly lovely year together. I'm so
proud of all the progress and enthusiasm shown
by every child. | wish everyone in Year 3 the very
best as they move forward into Year 4, you're
going to be amazing!




Year 3 /4

It has been a truly rewarding year for Claudette Colvin class, marked by significant growth,
learning, and shared achievements. As a class, we have made excellent progress, and it has
been a joy to see each student's unique personality shine through.

This academic year, we have cultivated a strong and positive learning culture within our
classroom. Beyond our daily lessons, we’ve enjoyed enriching experiences outside the
classroom, including our visit to the Verulamium Museum and an unforgettable, action-
packed Sports Day that concluded at Longwood.

Together, we’ve shared laughter, celebrated achievements, and supported one another
through challenges - creating a classroom environment where everyone feels valued and
inspired to learn.

As the children move forward into the next academic year, | wish each of them continued
success and happiness on their educational journey.




Year4 /5

This term, Greta Thunberg class have enjoyed a wide range of fun and meaningful activities.
One highlight was an afternoon exploring the Windrush generation as part of our History
learning. The children took part in drama activities and discovered the many important jobs
this generation did to help rebuild Britain after the war.

We also took part in a fantastic fundraising event, showing off our goal-kicking skills to raise
money for charity, well done to everyone for their efforts and generosity!

As part of our learning about road safety, we went on a local walk where we used the STOP,
LOOK, LISTEN and THINK strategy when crossing the road.

Sports Day was another exciting event this term. The children had a brilliant time taking part
in all the races and cheering each other on. It was lovely to see their enthusiasm, teamwork,
and sportsmanship throughout the day.

Another special moment was a visit from Harlow Creates, who told us all about the exciting
cultural passport activities taking place this summer. We created some brilliant artwork and
found out more about our local area.

It's been a busy, creative and enjoyable end to the year.




Year5/6

Year 5/6 class has been filled with enriching experiences for our pupils. While Year 5 took part
in the Harlow Music Festival, where they demonstrated their musical skills and singing
abilities, Year 6 enjoyed a memorable residential trip, engaging in a variety of outdoor
activities that promoted teamwork and personal growth. Sports Day was another fantastic
success, with pupils showcasing their athleticism and school spirit. Finally, we were delighted
to welcome an actress who led the children on an immersive journey back in time to the
Windrush era, deepening their understanding of this important period in history. It’s been a
truly exciting and eventful end of half term for all our children!

Year 6

It's been a busy term for Easton LaChappelle class. Soon after the half term break, the
children completed their Sats tests; their hard work and preparedness paid off as their results
were outstanding and they can all be proud of what they have achieved over the course of
the year. After focussing on writing and enjoying an introduction to Shakespeare's Macbeth,
we have found time for some end of year 6 rewards such as going to the park and having a
movie afternoon. Many of the children enjoyed the excitement of a PGL residential trip
travelling to the Liddington centre where they climbed, abseiled, canoed among many other
highly enjoyable activities. During the last few weeks, with the rest of Katherines' Year 6,
Easton LaChappelle class have rehearsed a production full of jokes and songs and performed
brilliantly to the school and parents. Well done Easton LaChappelle class, and good luck as
you move on to your secondary schools: it's been a great year!




Clubs

CK Sports
Coaching
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After School clubs, provided by CK Sports, will be running,
Monday — Thursday from the second week of September.

Details of how to book onto these will be sent out during the
first week of September.




What

to do

Advice on childhood illnesses

»

Go to school; if needed, get treatment
as required

Some restrictions for school attendance

Don't go to school and see the GP

What it's What it's like Going to| Getting | More advice
called? school |treatment
Asthma flare up | Worsening of usual symptoms ) Follow your Sty off school if feeling too
care plan umniwell
Chicken pox Rash beqgins as small, red, flat spots that develop Pharmacy Bock to school five days after
into itchy fluid-filled blisters on-set of the rash, or when all
lesions are crusted owver
Commeon cold Runmy nose, sneezing, sore throat )) Pharmacy Ensure good hand hygiene
Conjunctivitis | Teary, red, itchy, painful eye(s) Pharmacy Try nat to towch eye to avoid
spreading®
Flu Fewer, cough, sneezing, runny nose, headoche Fharmacy Ensure good hand hygiene®
body aches and pain, exhaustion, sore throat
German Fewver, firedness. Raised, red, rash that starts on GF Baock to school four days ofter
measles, the face and spreads downmwands . the rash hos started, if feeling
Rubella well enough. Please let the school|
know, as pregnant members of
staff may be affected.
Glandular fever | High termperature, swallen glands, sore throat; GP .
usually maore painful than any before
Hand, foot & Fever, sare throat, headache, small painful blisters GP Artend school while monitoring
mouth disease |inside the mouth an fangue and gums (may )) symphoms
appear on hands and feet)
Head lice Itchy scalp (may be worse at night) )) Pharmacy
Impetigo Clusters of red bumps or blisters surrounded by GP Bock to school when lesions
area of redness . crust or 48 hours after start of
onfibictics
Measles Fewer, cough, runmy nose, wateny inflamed eyes, GP Back to school four days from
rash . on-set of nash, and if feeling
well enough
Ringworm Red ring shoped rash, may be itchy, resh may be Pharmacy
dry and scaly or wet and crusty
Scabies Itching rash, commonhy between fingers, wrists, GF Back to school after first
elbows, arm treatment
Scarlet fever Fever, unwell, red tongue, sandpaper rash GP Exclusion period during first 24
haurs of antibiotics®
Shingles [Paiin, itching, or fingling along the affected nerve GF Only stay off school if rash is
pathway. Blister-type rash weeping and cannat be covered
Sickness bug/ | Stomach cramps, nausea, vomiting and diamhoea Pharmacy Contact GP if symptoms persist
diarrhoea affer 48 hours
Threadworms Intense itchiness around anus )) Pharmacy Ensure good hand hygiene
Tonsilitis, Intense sore throat for more than 1 day Fharmacy See GP if temperature lasts
Strep throat )) mzre than 48 howrs or connot
swallow . Only need to stay off
school if feeling too unwell
Whooping Vickent coughing, with a *‘whoop' GP Exclusion period during first
cough five days of anfibiotics
Covid Wisit wwwonhs.uk for lotest
guidance

*Attend school while monitoring symptoms.

This infermation is a guide and has been checked by health
professionals. If you are unsure about your child’s wellbeing, we
recommend you contact your pharmacy or GP to check.

Should my child ge to school/nurse

today?
Hertfordshire and West Essex Healthier Together for further information
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Here, every day, ready and on time

Minutes lost per day

5 minutes 10 minutes 15 minutes 20 minutes 25 minutes

equates to a yearly loss of:
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Five minutes late
per day adds up to

three learning days
lost in a school year If 15 minutes late each day

you will miss two full weeks
of school in one year

Poor timekeeping means less chance of success!

Attendance
Good attendance increases a child’s academic success and improves their life opportunities.

Our whole school target for attendance this year is 96.5%.




