Vocabulary Intent, Implementation and Impact

at Keelby Primary Academy AT
Intent

‘Listening to and talking about stories and non-fiction develops children’s vocabulary... Understanding
vocabulary is vital for comprehension and so also for wider learning and progress.’

- The Reading Framework (DfE, 2022)

At Keelby, we place high value on bridging the vocabulary gap because we know that having a good
understanding of vocabulary will unlock understanding across all areas of life and learning. We dedicate time to
the teaching of vocabulary, both discretely and incidentally. We know that vocabulary cannot be ‘caught’; it
must be taught. We intend for our pupils to be able to use their rich understanding of vocabulary in order to be
successful in all areas of their learning and communication: most importantly, to be able to access what they
read and to sharpen their writing.

Implementation

Vocabulary teaching practice at Keelby is research-informed. We
base our teaching on the findings from Alex Quigley and Kelly
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- vocabulary gap and what we can do to close this effectively. At
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- depend on their level of vocabulary. We are therefore committed
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Foster structured reading opportunities

in a model that supports students with
vocabulary deficits

Our reading and writing curriculum centre around language-rich
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[ STEP W promote and scaffold high quality = vocabulary-rich texts as models for their own writing and
i | academic writing in the classroom. U voca bula ry use.
rEgdeh Foster ‘word consciousness' in our .
sudots o5 shrin heaymclogy In Key Stage 1 & 2, teachers plan and teach vocabulary into each

day. These words are carefully chosen in order to pre-teach
vocabulary which children will encounter — or may choose to use
themselves — throughout the week in their reading and writing.
Children may expand their knowledge of vocabulary by finding
appropriate synonyms.

learning strategies

=
[ SIEE Teach students independent word

Routledge Taken from Closing the Vocabulary Gap.
oo ranli Grosp Order your copy now 3t www.routledge.com/9781138080683

From Year 3, we use the SCODE programme of spelling, which focuses on etymology and morphology of words.
Children make connections with new word meanings based on their weekly spelling investigations, which will
include root word, prefix and suffix meanings.

In Key Stage 1 & 2, there is a central focus in wider curriculum subjects on vocabulary. All units of learning in our
curriculum have a relevant and aspirational set of ‘Tier 3" words which children will be taught explicitly. These
can be found on the topic knowledge organisers. The curriculum vocabulary for each unit is revisited and revised
across terms, and across year groups. Leaders have mapped out connections to these words in our 3D
curriculum. We have also mapped out ‘Tier 2’ language coverage to be taught.

Impact

Our children will have developed schemas of word meaning based on the etymology and morphology of words
they have learned. They make connections with vocabulary to be able to work out the meaning of new words.
At Keelby, children are articulate with spoken word and also have good word comprehension.



