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Dear Parents/Carers,

The last Headteacher bulletin of 2022 and what a year 2022 has been!

The final two weeks have been jam packed with event after event thanks to the wonderful KSS staff.

It has been an absolute pleasure to see students take part and enjoy these experiences, which add value to
your child's educational experience.

To see 80% of all the student body attend the Christmas reward trip last Friday, was a remarkable milestone in
the KSS journey as we celebrate the achievement culture that is now well established.

We are looking forward to the new calendar year and also the Spring term which starts on Wednesday the 4th
of January 2023.

When we return, Year 11 students will be receiving their mock examination results and we also have a whole
school enrichment day planned, which supports our Personal Development programme. This will coincide
with national apprentice week and will have a careers theme for all year groups. Mrs Weaver is already
excited about the day and intended impact on the students.

| would also like to take this opportunity to share with you the school website, that is now a fantastic resource
for students and parents/carers regarding all aspects of life at KSS.

The school has a new website design ready to be launched and | will look forward to sharing this with you next
term. For now please visit @ www.kidsgrovesecondary.org.uk to catch up on the latest updates. There is some
really exciting content about reading, the curriculum subjects, and other key information.

Finally, today we say goodbye to Mr Webb and Ms Harrison, who depart KSS. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank them for all of their hard work and for their contributions to the schools transformational
journey since | have been Headteacher here.

We wish them every success for the future.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Yours faithfully,

Mr S Frost Upcoming Events:

! Wednesday 4th January 2023 - School reopens
Thursday 5th January 2023 - Year 11 Mock Results
Wednesday 11th January 2023 - Student Council Meeting
Thursday 12th January 2023 - Year 11 Parents Evening
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https://kidsgrovesecondary.org.uk/

Christmas Reward Trip

Well done to all students who met the criteria for the Christmas reward trip. It was a
memorable experience and such a great way to end the term.

Thank you to all staff that supported Mrs Castrey with the trip organisation.

The students behaviour was impeccable during the visit and the students really enjoyed
themselves, especially on the ice!

REWARD TRIP
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Careers B

A message from Mrs Weaver...

On our Enrichment Day, Y9 were visited by Next Engineers who ran two workshops for our
students, Marble Run" and Toxic Popcorn’. These workshops encouraged students to use
our LORIC values as well as giving them an insight into problem solving and thinking
outside the box.




Core Values SR

A message from Mrs Weaver...

After a fortnight of Mock exams, we decided to test our Year 11's core values in Leadership,
Organisation, Resilience, Initiative and Communication. They took part in our Task Master
challenge where they worked as part of a team to complete a range of tasks ranging
from standing up after a minute to moving skittles in boxing gloves. All of our students
engaged brilliantly with our challenges and showed excellent LORIC skills. Well done Y1is!




Curriculum

| would be delighted if you would take a look at the updated curriculum pages on the
school website. These can be found
@ https://kidsgrovesecondary.org.uk/our-curriculum/academy-curriculum.

Below is a snippet of the whole school curriculum ‘Intent’ which demonstrates what the
KSS curriculum intends to achieve for its learners. Each subject has its own page that
provides key information about the intent and implementation of each subject from Years
7 through to 11.

We are really proud of our curriculum and the knowledge & skills it allows the students to

KSS
CURRICULUM
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Leadership Organisation  Resilience Initiative  Communication

Intent

It is our belief that the school curriculum is essential in determining, moulding, and empowering the
young people to find their place in modern society.

The curriculum has at its heart the notion that to develop young people in holistically there is a need
to develop them socially, intellectually, physically, spiritually, culturally, and digitally.

The curriculum encompasses our 5 core values; Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Initiative and
Communication. This is enhanced through the use of our House System.

To meet this end, we have an ambitious and comprehensive programme of subjects that are
coherently planned and sequenced in what we call the taught curriculum and a rich diet of personal,
cultural, and spiritual experiences within the personal development programme.

We believe that having a rich variety of opportunity in this way, we create the possibility of
individualised and personalised pathways into further education or the world of work, for our young
people. This belief is underpinned by our core values and the use of digital technologies to maximise
the implementation and impact of the curriculum.




Year /

A message from Mr Till...

Year 7 have now completed a full academic term at KSS!
Where has the time gone?

We are so impressed with our Year 7 cohort and how they have embraced our school's
core values. It has been wonderful getting to know more about them each day and seeing
them develop in such a short space of time..we anticipate great things from you all.

Both Mr Till and Mrs Castrey are so impressed with how Year 7 have transitioned from
primary school students into secondary school life, with staff proud to showcase the
amazing work completed in lessons and enrichment activities. Thank you to parents that
continue to support the school's vision and share their feedback, it is certainly valued.
Keep up the good work Y7 and continue to be highly ambitious.
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LEADERSHIP ORGANISATION
Organise a party game for the

Tidy your bedroom to make room for any new
family. Keep scores and choose a

gifts. Is there anything can be donated to other
prize for the winner/s.
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people less fortunate?
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Help lay the table for Christmas dinner.

Design a route and take the family
out on a walk to blow away the
Christmas cobwebs.

Get some festive paper cut it into strips and
make paper chains with your family.

Decide on a New Year's resolution and plan out
how to achieve it.

Find a Christmas recipe and make
it for your family.

Organise a 'pay it forward' good deed (do a
good deed for someone and after telling them
they have to 'pay it forward' by doing a good
deed for someone else.)

Organise the Christmas meal
clean-up, creating roles for each
person to complete.

Make and post personalised Christmas cards or
1 new year cards for some of your neighbours.
- I... -
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RESILIENCE

Play a board game with your family and don't give up!

Make a new year's wish list of all the things you
want to achieve in 2023.

Learn a magic trick to entertain the family over Christmas. B%

Play family charades.

Learn a new skill or try to master a skill in subject/hobby you are
interested in.

Have a craft session with family or friends - make Christmas
decorations.
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CHRISTMAS KSS
VALUES HOMEWORK

I'I'
i‘ fi

viley
flll'\-

INITITATIVE

Offer to help prepare the
Christmas dinner or
support with the
shopping.

Tidy up the wrapping
paper after the presents
have been opened.

Use the leftovers from
Christmas dinner to
make a soup or
additional meal - this
could be consumed by
your family or provided
to those in need.

Build a snowman if it
SNOWS.

SEND EVIDENCE OF YOUR HOMEWORK TO MRS
POSTLETHWAITE OR MR TILL FOR ACHIEVEMENT POINTS
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COMMUNICATION

Turn your mobile phone off and give
100% of your attention to a
conversation with other family
members.

Call a family member you haven't
spoken to for a long time.

Write a letter to friends or family to
thank them for your gift.

Find a Christmas joke and tell it to your
family.

Create a video for family/loved ones
that tells them the positive qualities
that you love about them.

Read a Christmas story orreadto a
younger family member.

X




Christmas Jumper Day

A message from Mrs Castrey..

It was fantastic to see so many students in Christmas jumpers today to raise funds for
Children in Need.

Thank you to Mrs Weaver for collecting the donations as students entered the school.

This demonstrates the amazing generosity and community spirit of our KSS family.

Well done everyone!

Ghﬂstmas Jumpef Day

AND NON UNIFORM DAY

£1 DONATION AS YOU ENTER SCHOOL
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHILDREN IN NEED




Chess Club

A message from Mr Baldwin...

On the 8th December KSS took on St Thomas More in the first of many chess competitions. This was a
wonderful opportunity for our chess players to practice playing online chess but also to play against different
players.

We were extremely proud to see the resilience of our players paid off and we had two of the top spots with Fox
finishing 1st and Reece finishing 2nd.

Tommy also joined in the action but unfortunately gave away his queen which then meant his opposite could
soon checkmate him!

Well done to all of those who took part. Chess club is every Friday, and all years and abilities are welcome to
come along.

CrowTrancy29
RJdoomsday09 STMCAO01
Performance 1537 Al tes A Performance 1605
Gamesplayed 7 Games played 7 Games played 6
Win rate 71% Win rate 71% Win rate 67%
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Hospitality and Catering

A message from Mr Till..

Y11 Hospitality and Catering class Christmas meal:

The Y11 Hospitality and Catering Class were off timetable with Mr Till to cook a class Christmas meal. This was
a great reward following their efforts in the Y11 mock exams and also a chance to celebrate their work in food
technology. The students prepared and cooked all aspect of the meal with such care. The class also
planned their cooking times so that everyone’s meal was completed at the same time, to ensure we all sat
at the table together. What a lovely atmosphere!

#DigitalByDesign




Cew 5

Hospitality and Catering

gt




Computing )PP 7o O

A message from Mrs Morrell...

In Year 8's last lesson of the term, they have been perfecting their graphic design skills to
rebrand Santa. As we all know, Santa has been around for a long time and needs an
update to his corporate brand. Y8 were asked to create a new logo and slogan for Santa-
and then show how this new brand would look on Santa's merchandise (t-shirts and
shopping bags for example). As you can see the results were brrrrrrilliant! #
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Mathematics =

A message from Mrs Frost..

A very Merry Christmas from the Maths Department and a huge thank you to all students
and their parents for making it such an enjoyable first term for Mrs McDermott and |, we
both look forward to working with you all in the new year. We thought we would challenge
you all to a little Christmas maths puzzle. Please send correct answers to
sarah.frost@kss.set.org to be in with a chance of winning a prize (all of you are welcome
to enter, not just students!)

What's Santa left in my stocking?

Use the table below and the rules of BIDMAS to work out the answers to the
questions and unravel the presents that Santa left in my socking.

2 (i) 10 13
B F J M

15 19 23
0 5 W

Present 1
1. 3=h+4 Present 3

2.7 -1 1. ==
3.7 +4=3 2. bxb6-5=x3
4, 5 x (7 - 4) 3. & -3x7

5. 3+4x1 4, 447

5 15 % 2

Present 2 bl=s
1.3 -2 g, Lt

3 Ed

2.2+12 =4 7. {?-E:IJ

3. 4={11-9 , 2% (18-5=3)
4, FTx2-3° :

g, =
5. 3xE+2 %4 Tz

6.6 -2x3

5 Present 4
T. 23+7

1.h+2 =4

3 A x3
8. - Z. &l

6277 ¢ - @553
4. 3t -2

1
a-3

3 -7




House Winners

Well done to Wedgwood, the winning house for half term two.
The students were rewarded with a Christmas film reward on Wednesday 14th of December.
It was such a close winning margin with Bright, only 6 points behind!

We look forward to the next competition, which Tknow  esezo = ) -1 ) L] »)
Mrs Castrey has some exciting plans for. ” ;} ;):
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Digital Extravaganza

The Smash Bros. Nintendo event, planned and delivered by the digital amlbassadors was
a great success today.

The students went head to head in teams of three, to be crowned the KSS digital
champion.

Thank you to Reece, Tommy, Fox, Morgan and Tyler for their hard work in organisation the
competition. Another example of our vital Core Values in action.
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u 7K PERIOD 1
7S PERIOD 2
8K PERIOD 3
8S PERIOD 4
Y9 AT LUNCH




Digital Extravaganza

We enjoyed a brilliant digital extravaganza event yesterday at KSS. We welcomed an
external VR and educational gaming company into school. This was a brilliant, engaging
experience for all that took part in Years 7, 8 and 9.

11




Digital Extravaganza




Computing

A message from Mrs Morrell..

Year 7 have been using their graphic design skills to create greetings cards for their
families. Firstly, they used gridlines to make sure they measured out the middle of their
card accurately. They then used the magnetic lasso tool to cut the background off their
mMain image and transform tools to enlarge the image and place it where they wanted it.
They used gradient tools to add a two-tone effect to the background and different text
colours to create the desired effect.
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A message from Mrs Morrell... N e

Year 10 iMedia have been producing Visualisation diagrams’ in response to a practice
client brief. The client brief required the students to create a visual identity’ and a travel
guide design for 'WhereAbouts' travel. The students had to design a logo, slogan and
colour palette that could be used on the travel guide and other corporate documents
and merchandise. After Christmas, year 10 will create the travel guide cover as a digital
graphic and export the finished piece in various electronic formats.
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Reading Room

A message from Mr Baldwin..

It has been brilliant to see so many of our students accessing the newly launched reading
room. The new books have started to arrive in school so keep an eye out for the blurbs on
the big screens around school. A suggestion box has been added for students to add
their own ideas and also titles of books they would like to see in the reading room.
Furthermore, links have been established with Kidsgrove library and they are supporting
with the launch of e-books and audiobooks through our 1.1 iPad initiative.

Students have been accessing a range of interventions to support with their reading and
amazing progress has been made it is fantastic to see and feel the buzz around reading
at KSS. -

READERS
- A o x
LEADERS




History

A message from Mr Highfield and Mr Hilditch..

Students have been learning about the Battle of Waterloo as part of their GCSE lessons.
They have been recreating the battle which has been extremely interesting as students
have taken on our trainee History teacher, Mr Highfield in a reconstructed battle.

| am delighted to announce that the students managed to win!
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History
A message from Mr Hilditch.. -

Year 7 History learners have been looking at medieval England and how the country was
changed after the Norman conquest. This has included studying the Domesday Book, the
use of castles, the harrying of the north and the feudal system. We are currently looking at
how and why religion became so important to people during this period.

e e A

smesclaly ool

L wWok Hhae o L whaeh
N GO Pesrd ¥, C,Lfl"
- back |0 _r-.;L_u'\"\_ é

0422 "_JJ'“A:_ ."LuJ.u_L yslem I')EL—C-U-J"S
7 egeks frr-.rJL and_ wanleek

Fr  CHafe

toaked worst Woh

LB woud be oo Quensiing
[ heye all fie FJM

and: how it was octupied, and by what sort of Yiially s a ‘,..-.f*i“. : 4 fery .

' reg 14 ab sl F A e .d e

. - F oo Fetusng  Liieals e Nl , ',-(t 1-..-‘\|Jl -ng :1 rr

~ :o-r.m.,m:-nw--.—-r vrruwr'Hﬁ-mnr = ' 2 do by hot hiasien .
EUMW suiadenng CA Litenbes LU ZL

Jm' 5 ; 1 'E.{:.Lu_._;hu_ul P b ¥

:'}”s"mf“:::,::x?ﬁm ? A T e he fMddle 'hf e ()| b Moks d‘le_.‘ L
r how much, eoch i atalstod

o fllng rhedme

w much money It were worth's : 3 e s bl A LRV ¢ 1;; \,Ih.g.e' I"'” s amgeriaat '.

|
. ‘ Lhart
to troce € put, that there was not one singlhe hid wuﬁ( b "l J'.J\F

o ted, though he thought it no shome 1o de IE], nol B e nad E | Mj 1: .u u.un, |
P g P W Wit ot Lot down @ hes ity s :

sy weere Ofterwords brought te him

revm the Anglo Saxon Chronicle 1085

hideg - oo af lenedd

3 baps s dbbats= Churche laadkes




History

Our Year 8 learners have been studying Charles | and the English Civil War. They have
been looking at how people chose sides during the conflict, how Parliament eventually
won and what this meant for England. We are now looking at the aftermath of the war
and how England was changed during this period.

A message from Mr Hilditch...
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History

A message from Mr Hilditch...

Our Year 9 History students have been conducting an investigation of World War One
including trench warfare, the use of propaganda and a case study on the Battle of the
Somme. In particular they have been using evaluation skills to make a judgement on the

performance of General Haig during this iconic battle.
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A message from Mrs Mason... ‘ \ rt

Year 7 have been making Christmas Cards to take to the local Care Home. They used their
iPads to help design a festive design on the front of their cards. On the 15th of December,
Isaac and Amber delivered the cards to ‘Maple Tree Court Care Home next door to our
school to spread some Christmas cheer. Well done Year 7!!




Art

A message from Mrs Mason...

Years 8 and 9 have taken part in a Minecraft challenge to create a the most elaborate
Gingerbread House. Here are some of the examples of student creations.




Warhammer Club

A message from Mrs Mason...

Warhammer club is now underway with Josh and Aaron heading the club and attracting
new members.

Here are the first models being made in the club that runs each week.
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Personal Development

A message from Mr Baldwin..

After 7K spent part of their Personal Development lesson studying the origin of the
Christmas jumper and the work that the charities do, they each had the opportunity to
design their own jumper. Some took inspiration from the Fair Isle design and some took
inspiration from the World Cup but overall each design was unique and brilliantly
designed. Well done!

Design your own Christmas jumper




Sclence

A message from Ms Baker...

Science Ambassadors will be selected next term and | wanted to share that | am also a
STEM Ambassador and | will also be completing STEM activities with students during our
meetings - this will be great as they can have a go at practical's and see some fantastic
science at work! Meetings are every Monday lunch time in Room 24.




Sclence

A message from Mrs Podmore...

In science year 10 were calculating the density of various objects.

The students used a top pan balance to measure the mass of the object, then they
placed the object into a eureka can filled with water. The object displaced some water

from the can which was collected using beaker and measured using a measuring
cylinder.

They then went on to calculate the density of the object using the formula, Density
=mass/volume.

Well done year 10!




Celebration Assemblies

Well done to all certificate winners from all of the year group assemblies today.

An amazing achievement for all selected.

This demonstrates the fantastic growth mindset of our school community and the impact
that the core values are having upon student progress.

Well done and for students that did not achieve recognition on this occasion, we will do
this all again before the end of the next half term, so please give your best in all lessons
when we return in January.
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Celebration Assemblies
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Celebration Assemblies
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Class Charts

*
, 0
A message from Mrs Postlethwaite... x
'‘Class Charts' Ch:-ll‘"l':

We now have over 85% of parents signed up to Class Charts. If you haven't already signed
up and need your login code, please call reception and they will be able to provide the to
you. On Class Charts you will see attendance to lessons, rewards, detentions and a full
breakdown of behaviour. There is also the function to message individual teachers. Moving
forward, more communication will come through Class Charts so please download the
App if you haven't done so already. If you need any help setting up the app, please pop
into school and a member of staff will help you get up and running.

Y

ClassCharts

PARENT APP
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WINTER SMART
WINTER SAFE

WINTER CAM BE A BEAUTIFUL TIME OF YEAR.
WITH WHITE GLISTENING TREES AND TIME FOR SNOWBALLS!

THIS BOONKLET IS A FUN WAY TO LEARN HOW TO KEEP YOURSELF,
FRIENDS AND FAMILY ARCUND WATER, WHEN THE WEATHER TURNS
CHILLY AND MEW RS APPEAR. PLEASE 5HARE THESE MESSAGES

AND SAFETY TIPS WITH OTHERS TO HELP US PREVENT DROWMINGS

ACROSS THE UK AND IRELAND. NEVER WALK ONTO THE ICE
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In winter, more people who are walking or running alongside water !y fall threugh, you could drownl
fall in and drown than in any other season.

Shppery paths, paches ol ice and a lack of dalighl can make being nes waler more w“lﬁ-' nﬂ 1 nﬂ 1'-1-1-
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SNOW, ICE AND WIND CHILL
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1. WALK CAREFULLY AND REMEMBER THAT ALL
WIET DR DARK AREAS DN PAVEMENTS COULD
BE 31 IPPERY AMD ICY

2. WEAR BOUTS WITH LOTS OF GRIP COLD WATER HAS
1. BE EXTRA CAREFUL WHEN GETTMG N AND EXTRA DANGERS

OUT OF CARS ANID BUSES |NEVER JUNF) Ewern il there is e ice, in winker the waber is much eolder = YR KOBMAL TEMPERATURE 5. ARSUND 377

than Aarmal and you coal down fiuch fasler wiren yo
4. DMLY WALK IM SAFE AREAS — CUTTING ACROSS ara vt than whan you aea dey. When youars cold your TN 10U ARE GOLOER THAN THIS, YOUR BODY
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s LA EwAT a5 T ik e e radermmally. = |F YOUR TEMPERATURE DROPS TO 35°C OR COLIER.

5. MEVER WALK DNT® ICE 0N A POND, LAKE, CARAL . WU 'WiLL BECOME HYPOTHERMIC AND VERY ILL
O RIVER [THERE ARE ALWAYS WEAK AREAS THAT e e ww W

Tl GOWLD FALL THROUGH]
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