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Dear Parents/Carers,

The class of 2026 have now left us after a brilliant whole school ‘clap out’ on Monday morning and this
marked the formal end of the summer GCSE examinations. We are looking forward to celebrating with
the year group at the prom in a few weeks time. We say goodbye with heavy hearts, this group have
been amazing to work with over the last 5 years and they will be fondly remembered by all of the staff
at KSS. Starting today, the year 10 students undertake their first formal mock examinations and we are
already excited at what they will achieve as the baton is passed to them from the departing Year 11
students. There were some nerves this morning before their first examination which is a sign of what a
determined bunch they are, who are committed to achieving well in the summer of 2027.

Yesterday, we hosted our final enrichment day of the year with a focus on skill development. The
students were fully engaged in the brilliant sessions led by the KSS staff that ranged from Minecraft,
Warhammer, Golf, Chess, Felt Crafts, Escape Rooms and Camp Crafting. There are lots of photographs
included in this edition of the bulletin and plenty more on our Facebook page. It was a brilliant day
organised by Mrs Weaver and the staff put in so much effort to enrich the students skillset across a
diverse range of activities.

As we enter the final weeks of the year, we have the whole school sports day at Northwood stadium to
look forward to next Friday and our summer show in July. This year, the show chosen is ‘Matilda’, which |
am sure will be just as good as last years remarkable ‘Wizard of Oz’ production. We are looking forward
to inviting parents and carers to see their children in action as the cast & crew tread the boards on the
KSS stage.

We are also looking forward to our Year 6 transition week which starts on the 29™ of June. We will
welcome over 100 students into our school for a range of transition experiences over the course of four
days. Ms Hambleton has created a fantastic three full days of activities and we will also provide an
opportunity for parents/carers to meet their child’s form tutor on the evening of the 1t of July.

The Year 10 students undertake their work experience week soon and | am sure there will be lots of great
news stories from the planned work placements, staff will be visiting to see how they are getting on and
the students will undoubtedly do us proud.

Looking further ahead, is the Year 7 Aberdovey residential taking place in the final week of the term and
the Year 8 London residential visit. The trip leads, Mr Gillespie and Mrs Weaver have planned two
amazing experiences which will create special memories for all involved. Mr Till has also been busy
organising the whole school reward trips and we have celebration assemblies to look forward to on the
final day before the summer break.

As always, thank you for your continued support, we are truly privileged to have such supportive
parents and carers. | am sure like me, you have everything crossed for a successful world cup for our
national football team, after a great start on Wednesday against Croatia.

| will write to you in a few weeks time regarding the final day of the term and also share with you one
final edition of the bulletin before the summer break with England hopefully in the latter stages of the
tournament!
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Your unforgettable night starts now. Join us for Prom, a
perfect blend of elegance, joy, and non-stop laughter,
guaranteeing memories that will last a lifetime.
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Year 7 Religious Studies Trip

Year 7 enjoyed their Places of Worship trip, visiting both the Shri Venkateswara Temple and Aisha
Mosque in Walsall. At the temple, students learned about the story of Ganesh and other Hindu
deities before taking part in a guided tour of the temple. They then visited Aisha Mosque, where
they were given a tour of the mosque, learned about the valuable community resources it
provides, and observed prayer.

The trip provided an excellent opportunity for students to deepen their understanding of
different faiths, cultures and community cohesion. We would like to extend our sincere thanks to
both venues for their warm hospitality and kindness throughout the day. Well done to all of the
children, who were an absolute credit to the school, demonstrating curiosity, kindness and
respect at every stage of the visit.
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Year 7 Religious Studies Trip
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1] [ 1] K 28 EXTRA CURRICULAR ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES

MONDAY

|_ ht' s am
1; ;.;_1;'15:; “ KS3 & KS4 Science Support | Open to dll Room 23 - Dr Ma
After School m Homework Support | Opentoall LSC — Miss Tucker

15.05-16.85 = F
: “ Science Homework Club | Open to all Roor 23 — Miss Wood

B

TUESDAY

. E Board Games Club Room 1- Miss Wright
Lunchtime em—

13.30-14.00 The Athena Forum

Opentoall

Open to all

Roorm & = Mrs Hud and Miss Wright

ﬂ Musical Rehearsal

Cast Gym - Mr Gillespie
After School

15.05-16.05 0 N 10— Miss C
Pen tudio Roor 55 Lross
ﬁﬁ’
WEDNESDAY
After School Fﬁb. Opentoall § Gym -MsHambleton

15.05-16.05
THURSDAY

Lunchtime a2 Qy ] _ : B
13.30-14.00 ﬁi’ﬂ Debate Club Open toall § Room 7-Mr Hilditch/Mr Jessup
@]}; Fitness Club Open toall

p W Footoall Fixtures
After School 1@ GCSE Art Studio GCSEArt | Room10- Miss Cross

15.85-16.05
I‘ Homework and Chill § Open toall
A Schowe | Jorentoa

FRIDAY

) ﬁ Chess club Open toall Room 2 - Mr Old
Lunchtime
i o~ ECIETN CEX
After School - .
15.05-18.05 R Trampolining Open toall Hall - Miss Hambleton
'&ﬁﬂ: Athletics Club Open toall

opRoriuniy, integriny Communin, Equity

Open toall
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House Points

As we head into the final four weeks of the academic year, the race for the House
Championship is still very much alive...
Here are the latest standings:
& Wedgwood - 42,714
& Bright — 42,255
o Spitfire — 42,141
Ml Bridgewater — 42,121

A huge congratulations to Wedgwood, who currently hold a lead of 459 points. However,
with four weeks still to go, there are plenty of opportunities for the other Houses to close
the gap and challenge for the title.

There's Still Everything to Play For!

Students can continue to earn House Points through:
¥ Excellent effort in lessons

W Outstanding attendance and punctuality

Y Positive behaviour and attitude

% Participation in enrichment activities

And don't forget — Sports Day is just around the corner! # 3 W

A significant number of House Points will be awarded based on Sports Day performances,
meaning the standings could change dramatically. Whether you're competing on the
track, taking part in field events, or cheering on your House, every contribution could make

a difference in the race for the House Trophy.

Total House Points

The final push starts
NOW.

Will Wedgwood hold
on to the lead, or
can Bright, Spitfire
or Bridgewater
mount a late
comeback?

Bridgewater Bright Wedgwood
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Smart Start

£6 EACH FROM THE
STUDENT EQUIPMENT SHOP




Year 11 ‘Clap Out’

The fantastic Year 11 students were clapped out of school in our annual tradition organised by
Mrs Weaver. It was an emotional end to the year for this fantastic group of students who have
been led brilliantly by Mr Barker-Brown this year. They have worked so hard over the course of
the last 12 months, with brilliant attendance to interventions and revision sessions. We are
excited to see their achievements come August’s results day.
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At KSS our students come first and to enable them to be the best
version of themselves, we offer a wide range of support!

From a bagel as they enter the building, to providing equipment and
mental health support.

KIDSGROVE

SECONDARY
SCHOOL

“If you do enough small things right,
Big things can happen!

Breakfast Equipment
bagels shop

Uniform bank

Free sanitary Mental health
products support

KIDSGROVE




Year 11 ‘Clap Out’
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Year 9/10 Football

Our Year 10 football team represented Kidsgrove Secondary School superbly at the Andy Griffin
Football Tournament held at Newcastle College last Wednesday.

Competing against 11 other schools from across the city, the boys narrowly missed out on a
place in the semi-finals, but their performances throughout the group stages were outstanding.
On the pitch, the team demonstrated incredible resilience, determination, and togetherness
against some very strong opposition. Their football was full of flair, creativity, and intelligent play,
with excellent combination work through midfield creating numerous goal-scoring opportunities
and showcasing their technical quality.

Off the pitch, the students were a credit to the school. Their behaviour was exemplary
throughout the day, showing maturity, respect, and professionalism at all times.

A huge congratulations to the entire squad for their effort, attitude, and performances. You
should be incredibly proud of yourselves — we certainly are!
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ATTENDANCE

WHOLE SCHOOL: 93.7 %

YEAR 7-96%

YEAR 8 - 94.5%

YEAR 9 - 91.6%

YEAR 1O -91.7%

Year 11 -94.5%

NATIONAL AVERAGE: 91.4%

BEST FORM YTD: /BJE
BEST HOUSE:

Kidsgrove Secondary School y

Matters
®
®
#StopTheDrop



Attendance

KIDSGROVE

e Breakfast On Arrival
e Uniform
e Equipment

KIDSGROVE . ) &« ) ) J _) == ) =
?ROUD TO 1
[ [ 3 -I'.. ErCompwn "I,
SECONDARY ¥ ol = '\i.-f_,«' Shu
) - - Trust




Enrichment Day

Yesterday, students enjoyed our annual Student Choice Enrichment Day, a day designed to give
students the opportunity to choose activities that interest them, develop new skills, spend time
with friends, and enjoy learning beyond the classroom.

Throughout the day, students took part in a wide variety of activities, including sports, creative
challenges, team-building tasks, practical workshops, and much more. It was fantastic to see
students embracing new experiences, working together, and making the most of the
opportunities available to them.

The day concluded with the whole school coming together on the yard, where students from all
year groups had the chance to take part in games and activities, and enjoy a well-earned treat
from the ice cream van. It was wonderful to see students mixing across year groups and
celebrating the end of a successful day together.

We are incredibly proud of the positive attitude, enthusiasm, and respect shown by our students
throughout the day. A huge thank you to all the staff who helped make the event such a
success.

® M
“|f you do enough small things right, \ |
¢ BIG THINGS can hdppen"g ) S 4

Trust




dh ; : /&a A T

¢ M

“|f you do enough small thin
¢ BIG THINGS can hcnppen"%




200R 16TH JULY 2026

Y9 & Y10
SUMMER

CRITERIA
POSITIVE 27th April - LESS THAN
ATTENDANCE | 26th June 25 NEGCATIVES
8 WEEKS
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Summer Showcase

The excitement is building at KSS as our talented cast and crew continue to work incredibly hard
in rehearsals ahead of Performance Day on 10th July.

From learning lines and perfecting songs to polishing choreography and bringing their
characters to life, our students have shown fantastic dedication, resilience, and teamwork
throughout the rehearsal process.

We are so proud of everything they have achieved so far and cannot wait for audiences to see
the result of all their hard work. The countdown to *Matilda* is officially on!
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Maths

The maths department wanted to say a huge well done to all of Year 7, 8 and 9 in the successful
competition of the end of year assessments. Students will be receiving these back soon, if they
have not already, and using the support of their teachers and Sparx to work on any areas of
development to help them as they progress to the next year in September. We have been very
impressed with the attitude of so many and the amount of revision they did to prepare
themselves. Year 10 are working incredibly hard with their continued revision for their upcoming
mock exams, it was great to see so many attending lunch time revision sessions this week, keep
it up Year 10!

To support students further, we would like to formally invite all students to the following lunch
clubs. This is an opportunity for students to get support on their homework or topics they may
currently be struggling on in class. They are all welcome and we will look forward to enjoying a
biscuit or two with them as we work.

ROOM 13 R R00M 13

with Mrs Frust W B cﬁt Mrs Fms y v
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“If you do enough small
things right, big things can
happen.”

Thursday Ist
October 2026

Gloucester Road
ST740L

. Touwr the school
. Meat teachers For more info:

P —— 01782 948250

. Ask questions Ernail
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. See our amazing culture in action
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JdrMusic S

Our Year 7 students enjoyed a fantastic visit from Entrust Music Service, who came into school
last week to showcase the wide range of instrumental and vocal lessons they offer.

Students were treated to a live performance from talented musicians before taking part in a
series of small workshops, where they had the opportunity to experience different instruments
first-hand and learn more about music-making.

The sessions were engaging, interactive, and gave students a real insight into the opportunities
available through music tuition.

We are passionate about encouraging students to explore their interests beyond the classroom,
and music is a wonderful way to build confidence, discipline, teamwork, and self-expression.
Letters containing further information about music lessons will be emailed home to all KS3
students. We hope many of our students will take advantage of this exciting opportunity to learn
a new instrument or further develop their existing musical talents.

A huge thank you to Entrust Music Service for an inspiring morning. We look forward to seeing
the next generation of KSS musicians flourish!
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Wellbeing Warriors

We are incredibly proud to announce our new team of Wellbeing Warriors, a group of students
who have selflessly volunteered to champion wellbeing and mental health across our school
community. These students will play an important role in helping to make Kidsgrove Secondary
School a positive, supportive, and inclusive place for everyone. Their responsibilities will include:

Identifying key wellbeing issues affecting our school community

Suggesting ways to improve their own wellbeing and that of others, Promoting activities and
wellbeing initiatives that benefit the whole school

Please join us in
congratulating our
Wellbeing Warriors:

Amelia W
Jake T
Bailie-Rose D
James D
Bobbi L

Ellie B

Jay S

Jude J
Thomas F
Mary W
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ARE YOU SPORTY? [e. 7.

@: Get active, get fit, and show off your skllls!
Football, Volleyball, Trampolining, Fitness Club and Runmng club

~ |ARE YOU A CREATIVE GENIUS? 8 ‘

¥ Create. Perform. Shine. /\°
Open Art Studio, Craft Club, Performing Arts Drop In, Music

Club and Muscial Rehearsal

‘.I
g@

1 Think fast. Play smart. Have fun.
Board Games, Chess Club and Darts Club

KNOWLEDGE SEEKER

¥ Feed your brain and flex those intellectual muscles!
Debating and Politics and Homework and Chill

it PEOPLE PERSON m:

© Discover yourself while you discover the world.
@ svitch Club, Duke of Edinburgh, Health and Social




Quality of Education

At Kidsgrove Secondary School, we are committed to ensuring that every student
receives a high-quality education that enables them to know more, remember
more and achieve their full potential. Throughout this year, we have continued to
strengthen teaching and learning across the school through a range of evidence-
informed approaches designed to support student success.

A Consistent Approach to Learning

All lessons are structured around our Learning Steps model, providing a clear and
consistent framework for learning. This helps stduents to:

e Build knowledge over time.

e Develop deeper understanding of key concepts.

e Make connections between new and prior learning.

e Grow in confidence and independence.

By ensuring consistency across classrooms, stduents know what to expect and
can focus fully on their learning.

Supporting Success Through Effective Teaching

This year, we have focused on several key teaching strategies that help students
access ambitious learning and make strong progress.

Scaffolding Learning
Teachers carefully plan support to help students tackle challenging tasks
successfully. This may include:

e Breaking tasks into manageable steps.

e Providing writing frames or sentence starters.

e Using visual prompts and guided examples.

e Offering structured support before students work independently.
Importantly, scaffolding does not lower expectations. Instead, it helps all students,
including those with additional needs, access the same ambitious curriculum and
develop greater independence over time.
Live Modelling
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KIDSGROVE = _ .- Ifyou feel that you
(1issesiill need extrasupport
ciitrri inlessons or that you

are struggling, please
SECONDARY speak to one of the
SCHOOL team.
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Ms Hambleton Mrs Beard MrsWest 999 : .
SENDCo HTLA Teaching Assnstantd :: : .

Miss Tucker Miss Looskan
Teaching Assistant Teaching Assistant

Mrs Malpass Mrs Begum
::: Teaching Assistant Teaching Agsistant Teaching Assistant
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Quality of Education

A further area of focus has been the use of live modelling in lessons.
Live modelling allows teachers to demonstrate expert thinking in real time,
showing students exactly how to approach a task or construct a high-quality
response. By making the thinking process visible, teachers can:

e Demonstrate what success looks like.

e Break down complex tasks into clear steps.

e Address misconceptions immediately.

e Build pupils’ confidence when tackling challenging work.
This approach has been particularly effective in supporting students with
extended writing and problem-solving across a range of subjects.
Dual Coding
Teachers have also continued to develop the use of dual coding across the
curriculum.
Dual coding combines words and visuals to support learning. Examples include:

e Diagrams and illustrations.

e Timelines and flow charts.

e Graphic organisers.

¢ Visual models and worked examples.
Research shows that combining visual and verbal information helps students
understand complex concepts more easily and strengthens long-term memory.
Strengthening Memory Through Retrieval Practice
Another important focus has been retrieval practice, helping pupils to revisit and
recall previously learned knowledge.
Through regular retrieval activities and the use of Showbie assessments, students
are encouraged to actively recall information from memory rather than simply re-
reading it.
This helps students to:

e Strengthen long-term retention.

e |dentify gaps in their understanding.

e Improve recall during assessments and examinations.

e Build confidence in what they know.
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KSS Curriculum - Updates Available

At the heart of everything we do at Kidsgrove Secondary School is our curriculum,
designed to inspire, challenge and support every student across a wide range of subject
areas. We have several updated curriculum maps for parents & carers to view on the
website. To help you have meaningful conversations with your child about their learning,
we've made detailed curriculum information for every subject available on our website.
Simply click the link to explore what your child is studying this year.

Curriculum at the Kidsgrove Secondary | Kidsgrove Secondary

CLICK HERE &

CURRICULUM
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Homework Club provides a quiet, supportive space for
students to complete homework, revise, or catch up on
classwork. Staff are available to offer guidance, help with
organisation, and support students in developing positive
independent study habits. ‘

All students are welcome.

opPortunis, ntegrity communip, Equity

So& o0 70 ©

KSS




Quality of Education

Teachers use the information gathered from Showbie assessments to adapt
teaching and provide targeted support where needed.
Developing Vocabulary Across the Curriculum
One of our key priorities moving forward is the explicit teaching of vocabulary in
every lesson, across every subject.
Strong vocabulary knowledge is one of the biggest contributors to academic
success. By explicitly teaching subject-specific language, we help students to:

e Access more challenging texts.

e Understand complex ideas.

e Communicate their thinking with greater precision.

e Write more effectively across all subjects.
Vocabulary development is not just important in English; it is essential for success
in every area of the curriculum.
Looking Ahead to September
When we return in September, our next major focus will be developing students’
confidence, resilience and independence when completing extended writing tasks.
Extended writing plays a vital role across many subjects and year groups and is an
important component of examination success.
Our focus will be on helping students to:

e Think carefully before they write.
Plan and organise their ideas effectively.
Write in greater depth and detail.

e Develop confidence when tackling challenging tasks independently.

e Persevere when faced with difficult questions.
By strengthening these skills, we aim to ensure that students are fully prepared for
future examinations while also developing the critical thinking, communication
and resilience needed for success beyond school.
We are proud of the progress made this year and look forward to continuing our
journey of improvement, ensuring every student receives the very best
educational experience possible.
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English

This term, Year 7 students have been exploring the exciting world of creative
writing in English, and the results have been nothing short of impressive.
From their very first lessons, students have shown enthusiasm, imagination
and a willingness to experiment with language, demonstrating just how
quickly confidence can grow when creativity is encouraged.

Students began by developing their descriptive writing skills, using vivid
imagery to bring settings to life. Whether describing a barren desert, a
mysterious forest or a bustling cityscape, they have been taught how to
carefully select language to create atmosphere and engage their reader. A
particular focus has been placed on the use of ambitious vocabulary and a
range of sentence structures, helping students to craft writing that is both
technically accurate and engaging to read.

KIDSGROVE
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English

As part of this unit, students have also explored how to structure their writing
effectively. They have learned how to build a clear sense of progression
within a paragraph, guiding the reader through their ideas with increasing
control and confidence. Teachers have supported students in
experimenting with different sentence types, including simple, compound
and complex sentences, as well as more advanced forms such as
embedded clauses. This has enabled students to add depth and
sophistication to their work.

Another key focus has been the use of figurative language. Students have
enthusiastically experimented with techniques such as simile, metaphor
and personification to enhance their descriptions. It has been particularly
pleasing to see students taking risks with their writing, trying out new ideas
and developing their own unique style. Many students have produced highly
imaginative pieces, with confident use of language to convey mood and
tone.

Teachers have been extremely impressed with the effort and resilience
shown by Year 7 throughout this unit. Students have responded positively to
feedback and have shown a real commitment to improving their work
through drafting and editing. It has been particularly rewarding to see
students take pride in their writing and share their work with others.

We are very proud of the strong start Year 7 have made in English this year.
Their creativity, engagement and determination set a fantastic foundation
for future learning, and we look forward to seeing how their writing
continues to develop over time.
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Super 6 Winners

A huge congratulations to this week’s ‘Super 6’ winners, who joined me for breakfast this
morning!

These students have demonstrated outstanding effort, excellent behaviour, and a
positive attitude around school, making them worthy recipients of this week’s ‘Super 6’
recognition.

It was fantastic to spend some time celebrating their achievements and hearing about

all the great things they have been doing both in and out of lessons.
Well done to all of our winners — keep up the excellent work!

- »AA
SUPER!
I ®

L

¢ % il * == pRO\
“If you do enough small things right, ” ' B E
SECONDARY ) iy shaw
SCHOOL 3 i K s s " ngéctl-:-n

o BIG THINGS can hgppennﬁ



——

==Can you qualify for our weekly ‘Super Six’
- Headteacher reward breakfaspti?K\

d All you need to do,
acpleve as many positive points as yo\
/ /each W
i \

‘L 1111111
®, PROUD TO
\ SR g [[] 3E 4
!3 :1 -
e —— Y R
R -~y - W S acation

“|f you do enough smalll things right,

& BIG THINGS can happen” °




KIDSGROVE

m Kidsgrove Secondary
<y School

Ways of contacting us

Reception: 01782 948250

Miss Potts on the attendance line by pressing the relevant
option via the school telephone number

parentsupport@kss.set.org

(this is checked continually throughout the day and into the evenings), this
is for any pastoral or attendance related queries or support that you may
require.

communications@kss.set.org
(this is checked daily). This is for upcoming events, trip queries, term ¢
and administration queries.

kim.hambleton@kss.set.org
for any SEND queries or concerns
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“|f you do enough small things right,
o BIG THINGS can happen”%

SAFEGUARDING

KIDSGRN /g

Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mr.ATill

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leaders 5
Ms. H Potts : }
Mr. J Gillespie

You can speak to ANY member

. of staff in school.

SCAN THE OR CODE TO
REPORT A CONCERN

KIDSGROVE

INCLUSION - SENDCO
MS. KHAMBLETON

SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYBODY'S RESPONSIBILITY
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