
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I would like to start by wishing you all a very Happy New Year.  I hope you enjoyed the school holiday 

and managed a restful break. 

This week children have returned to school and have settled back into routine very well indeed.  We 

are very pleased with how calm and purposeful school has felt this week with all children focusing 

on their learning.  Below you will find information regarding your child’s learning for the remainder of 

this half term; we hope you find this useful. Homework Menus will be sent out next week so that 

children can begin their home learning.  If you would like further information, please speak with your 

child’s class teacher in the first instance. 

I hope you enjoy your weekend, 

Mrs. Read 

Head of School 

 

Curriculum Update 

Nursery 

During this half term, our curriculum will focus on ‘My pets and other animals’, and we hope this will 

encourage children to learn about different animals and their habitats as well as to talk about their 

pets. Working with the children’s interests, we would welcome any pictures and photographs the 

children have of their pets and/or themselves with their pets that they could share.  As part of this 

curriculum focus, we will be introducing key texts such as ‘I Went Walking’ by Sue Williams, ‘Move 

Over Rover’ by Karen Beaumont, ‘Silly Sally’ by Audrey Wood and ’We’re Going On A Bear Hunt’ by 

Helen Oxenbury. 

As a reminder, please can your child bring a named water bottle and a change of clothes (for any 

toileting accidents or wet/messy play accidents). During the cold winter months, it would be helpful 

if you could bring in a pair of wellies for outdoor play as well as a named coat, hat and gloves. 

Please remember that our sessions run 8.45am – 2.50pm with children being dropped off and 

collected at the classroom door.  Lunch time collections (11.45am) and drop off for afternoon session 

(11.50am) at main entrance near office. 

Reception 

We hope you have all recovered from all the horrible bugs and illnesses and that we have a healthy 

start to 2023.  This half term the focus in Reception is ‘Fire and Dragons’.  We are starting by thinking 

about what we already know about these topics and then we are going to read a non-fiction book 

about a firefighter and the job they do. We are looking forward to learning about dragons and 

celebrating Chinese New Year.  We are hoping to re-arrange our visit to the library.  It will be on a 

Thursday and the date will be confirmed via Tapestry.  If you are able to help on the visit, please let 

Mrs. Kent know. 

In Maths we are going to be exploring shape and the properties of shapes in depth, starting with 

investigating circles.  In Phonics we will continue to learn more sounds and become more confident 
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in using our phoneme fingers to blend them together to read words. We will also be learning more 

words that we just have to read from sight.  In Reception we love singing and we will be learning 

some new songs related to our theme. 

Remember PE is on a Friday. If you did not manage to take your child’s PE kit home to wash it, please 

do this and return it for the next lesson. Children should be wearing a coloured t-shirt which links to 

their team colour.  If you are not sure of your child’s coloured team, it is on the front of their reading 

record book.  This half term the focus is gymnastics and we will be making fun gym shapes. 

The children are making really good progress with their reading. They will be heard to read by an 

adult in school at least once a week and their books will be changed weekly on a Tuesday.  Please 

listen to your child read their books at home as this will help them to become confident readers. 

 

Year 1 

This half term our cross-curricular topic will be ‘Great Fires’.  In English, we will be focusing on The 

Great Fire of London, writing poetry and recounts of the event.  This links to our History topic where 

we will be comparing the Great Fire of London and the Fire of Chatteris.  In Maths, we will be 

exploring number and place value beyond 20, addition and subtraction and will be learning about 

3D shapes. ‘Animals including humans’ is our Science focus.  We will be identifying, naming, 

describing, and comparing a variety of common animals.  We will also learn about the basic parts 

of the human body and will learn which body parts are associated with the senses.  In PE, during the 

half term, we will be looking at gymnastics and dance.  PSHE will enable us to explore healthy and 

safer lifestyles and how to manage safety and risks.  

  

Reading and Phonics are a particular focus in Year 1.  Daily reading is vital to your child’s continued 

development and access to the curriculum.  We thank you for your continued support.  
 

Year 2 

This half term in Year 2, we will be learning about money, addition and subtraction and multiplication 

and division in Maths.  In English, we will focus on persuasive writing and story sequels through our 

study of the text ‘Traction Man’.  We will be learning about explorers and their discoveries in History.  

In Science, we will be learning about living things and their habitats.  While our PSHE work will see us 

exploring our rights, rules and responsibilities, thinking about how these are linked.  In Computing, we 

will learn about robot algorithms.  Through our visit to the church we will begin our RE work related to 

the different parts of this religious building and what Christians use churches for.  In Music, we will be 

learning about rock music and will work on identifying instruments used to create it.  In D.T. we will 

design, make and evaluate our own puppets.  In P.E. we will focus on dance and gymnastics; this 

will take place on a Wednesday and Thursday each week. We will enrich our learning through a visit 

to the Sealife Centre, Hunstanton later in the term. 

 

Year 3 

This half term in Year 3, we will be looking at a range of texts from the author Jeannie Baker, linking 

to our topic about ‘Water’.  We will be using her texts to support us in writing a narrative piece then 

learning about persuasive texts.  In Maths, we will consolidate our knowledge on place value, and 

the four operations, before learning about length and perimeter.  In Geography, we will be learning 



about the water cycle and how this affects the water in the Fens.  In PSHE, we will be learning about 

changes that might happen in our lives and how we can manage these and our responses to them. 

Through our Science work, we will continue our learning about plants, the parts inside a plant and 

the functions that these have.  Our Art lessons will be furthering our work on Jeannie Baker, where we 

will be learning about her style of art and recreating our own collages based on a water scene.   

In RE, we will focus on Christianity where we will be learning about the importance of prayer and 

worship to Christians.  In P.E. we will be completing units in Dance and Gymnastics.  In French, we will 

be learning more about the four seasons before moving on to learning about musical instruments. In 

Computing, we are looking at the importance of computer networks and how this helps in the 

sending and receiving of information.  In Music, we will be learning about ‘The Three Little Birds’ by 

Bob Marley and will be comparing this song to other examples of reggae music. 

 

Year 4 

This half-term we are using the text the ‘Firework Maker’s Daughter’ to write a newspaper about the 

events of the story.  We will be starting our cross-curricular topic on the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. In 

this topic we will learn the history of the Viking invasion and the key people who lived in East-Anglia 

in that era.  We will be using some of our knowledge to design and build an Anglo-Saxon hut. 

In Maths, we will be focusing on fractions and decimals and then will be moving onto our money 

topic. This will include how we can solve addition, subtraction, division and multiplication questions 

involving money. In Computing we will be using algorithms in Logo to draw shapes.  In Science, we 

will be learning about ‘Living Things and Their Habitats’, including what living things need to survive, 

and will consider different ways to group living things.  During PSHE lessons, we will be looking at our 

identities as well as the community and how we can work together.  During P.E. lessons we will be 

learning the basic skills of table tennis as well as going swimming.  Our R.E. topic is Hinduism, where 

we will be learning about key celebrations and how worshippers respect their Gods. For French we 

will be learning the French vocabulary of animals and pets. 

 

Year 5 

This half term, our topic is the Mayans where we will be exploring the Mayan civilisation and what 

was going on around the world at the same time.  We will be learning about the importance of the 

Mayans and different roles within the civilisation such as farmers, craftsmen and slaves.  In Science, 

our learning will build on our knowledge of gravity, as well as other forces such as air resistance, water 

resistance and friction. We will be experimenting how different mechanisms require a greater or 

smaller force.  Our Art work will support our understanding of the Mayan’s belief systems as we create 

a Mayan calendar.  In PSHE, we will be learning about personal safety and understanding how we 

can keep ourselves and others safe.  Our French topic will be food, where we will learn the names 

of different foods as well as how to order food in French.  In Computing, we will be using Crumble kits 

to investigate physical computing where we will be connecting parts to make a circuit using a 

microcontroller.  We will be reading the Roald Dahl classic ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ in 

English and completing a range of writing pieces based upon this. In Maths, we will be revisiting 

rounding and fractions and will be learning about properties of shapes including their angles. 

 

 

 



Year 6 

This half term, the children in Year 6 will begin their topic on the Victorians.  Using an adapted version 

of Oliver Twist, we will be focusing on discussion texts and journalistic writing.  In maths, we will 

continue our work on the four operations before moving on to measures including mass and time.  

In science, we will be learning about Evolution and Inheritance, including researching Charles Darwin 

and exploring how humans have evolved.  Our art unit of work will link to our Victorians topic, focusing 

on William Morris designs and perspective drawings of a Victorian scene.  Our RE focus will be on 

Christianity as well as looking at Humanism.  PSHE will enable us to explore our rights and consider our 

responsibilities as a child. We will be using ‘micro:bits’ in computing to explore coding and 

programming.  In PE, our topics are hockey and gymnastics. PE days will continue to be a Thursday 

and Friday. 

Celebrations and Awards 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Class Star of the Week Resilience Rock 

RK Frances S Evie F 

1B Matilda C Reggie S 

1M Ellie F Theo B 

2C Paul G Camilla S 

2D Raven D Nancy R 

3LM Olliver B Wren A 

3S Bilal T Gabriela Z 

4P Max W Rhys W 

4W Arla L Reuben S 

5R Poppy F John B 

5G Iris R Harrison W 

6C Shelby R Elizabeth W 

6R Erin S Frazier B 

House Points 

 This week’s points are:  

 Blue  182      Green   176 

 Red  112    Yellow     152 

Well done to Blue Team! 

Upcoming Events For Families 

11th January—29th March - Year 4 Swimming:  Children in Year 4 will be swimming each Wednesday 

for the remainder of this term; lessons take place during the school day.  Please ensure your child has 

an appropriate swimming costume (this should not be a bikini for girls), towel and swimming hat.  If 

your child would like to wear goggles for their lesson, they may also bring these.  Staff from Year 4 will 

be accompanying the children to the pool.  If you have any concerns about your child swimming, 

please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

13th January - Year 3 and 4 Bikeability:  For those children who signed up for Bikeability training earlier 

this year, please send your child’s bike and helmet into school.  Please also ensure your child has 

appropriate clothing to manage the weather conditions as the lessons will take place regardless of 

the weather. 

13th January – Year 2 Visit to Chatteris Church:  This visit will take place during the school day.  Please 

ensure your child has appropriate footwear and a warm waterproof coat. 

 

 



Diary Dates 
New dates will be added weekly so please do read this section each week.  New dates or changes are highlighted in red font. 

Spring Term Dates 2023 

4th January – Children return to school 

11th January—29th March - Year 4 Swimming 

13th January - Year 3 &4 Bikeability 

13th January – Year 2 Visit to Chatteris Church 

16th – 20th January – Online Safety Week 

18th January – Online Safety Virtual Parent Event, 6pm 

19th January – Online Safety Workshops, Y1-6 

17th January – 3S class assembly, 2.30pm 

18th January – ProKick launch assembly 

19th January - Reception Vision Check 

24th January - 2C class assembly, 2.30pm 

31st January – 5Ro class assembly, 2.30pm 

31st January – Y6 Dental Checks 

1st February – ProKick event 

2nd February - Year 4 Visit to Wood Green 

7th February – 2D class assembly, 2.30pm 

13th to 17th February – Half term 

20th February – PD Day 

21st February - Children return to school 

27th February - Year R Bikeability 

7th March - RK class assembly, 2.30pm 

7th March – Year 5 Cambridge Regional College 

Careers Event 

14th March – 1B class assembly, 2.30pm 

21st March - Year 3, 4 & 5 Production 1.30pm 

22nd March - Parent Consultations 

23rd March - Parent Consultations 

28th March – 1M class assembly, 2.30pm  

31st March – Last day of term 

 

Summer Term Dates 2023 

17th April – Children return to school 

19th April - 28th June - Year 3 Swimming 

20th April - Group Photographs 

1st May – Bank Holiday 

16th May – 4P class assembly 

23rd May – 4W class assembly 

23rd May—11th July - 6C swimming 

25th May—13th July - 6T swimming 

26th May – PD Day 

29th May to 2nd June – Half term 

5th June - Year 6 Bikeability 

29th June – Y6 Transition Visit to Cromwell 

4th July - Y6 Transition Visit to Cromwell 

7th July - Y6 Transition Visit to Cromwell 

13th July - Year 1 Visit to Wicken Fen 

18th July - Celebration of Work 

18th July - Year 6 Leavers’ Production 6pm 

19th July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly 9am 

19th July – Last day of term 

 

Term Dates for 2023-2024 

1st September – PD Day 

4th September – Children return to school 

23rd – 27th October - Half term 

19th December – Last day of term 

20th December – PD Day 

4th January – Children return to school 

19th – 23rd February - Half term 

27th March – Last day of term 

Friday 28th March – PD Day 

15th April – Children return to school 

Friday 24th May – PD Day 

27th – 31st May - Half term 

19th July – Last day of term 

Monday 22nd July - PD Day



 

D O  Y O U  N E E D  F O O D ?  

 

P L E A S E  R I N G  T H E  C I T I Z E N S  A D V I C E  B U R E A U  W O R K E R  &  A S K  F O R  A  F O O D  V O U C HE R  

 

0 8 0 8  –  2 0 8 2  - 1 3 8  

 

I T  I S  F R E E  T O  C AL L  T H I S  N U M B E R .  
 


