Great Fire of London Planning
Aims of the topic:
Substantive knowledge – to know that the fire started on 2nd September 1666 and burned for 3 days. That the fire is thought to have started in Pudding Lane, London.  To name other landmarks in London (including River Thames, Tower of London, St Paul’s Cathedral, the city wall) and be able to discuss how they were affected by, or altered, the course of the fire. To name key people alive in 1666 (including Thomas Farriner, King Charles II, Samuel Pepys/John Evelyn) and what part they played in the events.

Second order knowledge – to discuss how the fire could have started and what factors made it spread. To discuss the effects of the fire on the City of London and the impact it had on the people who lived and worked there. To compare and contrast London before and after the fire. To discuss the development of firefighting as a consequence of the fire.

	Learning Objectives
	Why is the Great Fire of London significant?

To discuss and understand the significance of the Great Fire of London 

· to locate London, think about our location in relation to London (distance and size) and name London as the capital city of England.

· to explain why it is an important event when the capital city is devastated as London was

· to compare images of London now and in 1666 and discuss the consequences of the fire

	Teaching Activities
	Introduce the children to the topic by teaching them the old rhyme:

“In sixteen hundred and sixty-six,

London burnt like rotten sticks.”

Use powerpoint Why is the Great Fire of London significant?     What does "significant" mean?    Where is London and where are we?

London was significant because London was the capital city of England.

What was in London that made it important/significant? – Where the Government was and all the important people. The River Thames.

These are questions that can be used at the end and to further discuss the slides and some of the images they have seen.

How did the fire change London?

What was it like before the fire? How was it different after the fire?

[Discuss landmarks, buildings, streets including materials, lighting etc]

The fire was significant because of where it was, but also because of how huge it was: 

Use Map of London - grid work
This is a map of London in 1666 - the grid allows us to mark key points.

Explain how to use the grid to mark things on the map. (along the corridor and up the stairs). If you don’t have a printer just discuss it on-screen and point to where the symbols should go.
Big Question:

Did more good things or bad things come out of the Great Fire of London?

Eg think about the danger and destruction, but weighed again the improvements after the fire and whether you would rather live in houses in 1666 or now?  Emphasise that there is no right or wrong answer to this and it might be a mixture of both.  

	 Vocabulary

	Significant,  continuity and change , cause and consequence

similarity and difference,  Parliament,    Royal Court

“The fire was significant because…”

Language when using map:    next to,    between
Across,    near to

	Outcomes
	Children have an understanding of London's importance as a centre of government and communication in 17th century

Children understand how destructive the fire was and can name ways in which it changed the city
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Colour the following squares red to show where the fire spread:   B4, B5, C4, C5, D4, D5, D6, E4, E5, E6, F3, F4, F5, G3, G4, H3

Useful resources and websites for Great Fire of London
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/fire-of-london/ images of original maps, documents and records with ideas how to use them

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPY-hr-8-M0 animation of London in 1666 before the fire (also available on vimeo if you cannot access youtube at school).

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/ an interactive website developed by Museum of London, London Metropolitan Archives, Guildhall Art Gallery, The Monument, Arts Council England and City of London Corporation.
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london/whats-on/exhibitions/fire-fire Museum of London website with specific link through to the Fire, fire exhibition and linked information.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/samuel_pepys/ BBC website with images, links and games relating to Samuel Pepys

http://www.mylearning.org/samuel-pepys-and-the-great-fire-of-london-of-1666/p-/resource/1575/  quotes from Samuel Pepys’ diary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1Rwm7CfhVo day in the life of Nigel who is a firefighter with Derbyshire fire service

http://www.pepysdiary.com/ daily Pepys entry in his diary (be careful using extracts from the diary and always check them – Pepys diary was not written for children and often featured adult content)

