
Florence Nightingale: KS1 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

Victorian A period of time that relates to when 
Queen Victorian was reign. 

Crimean War A war that broke out between 
Russia, and Britain, France. 

herbal remedy A medication that is prepared from 
plants. 

dunce cap A paper cone formerly put on the 
head of a dunce at school as a 
mark of disgrace.

Sticky Knowledge about 
history beyond living memory

thaumatrope An optical toy that was famous in 
the 19th century. ❑ Florence Nightingale was known as the ‘lady and 

the lamp’ as she carried a lantern with her during 

her nightly rounds of the hospital wards. 
brougham A horse-drawn carriage with a roof, 

4 wheels and an open driver’s seat 
at the front. 

❑ There were no televisions or electronic games 100 

years ago. There were very few books as well and 

very few poor children would know how to read.workhouse A place that sheltered the poor 
people by giving them a place to 
live and some work. ❑ About 100 years ago most children would have 

been working in a full-time job by the time they 

were 12 years old.

blackboard A blackboard would be seen in 
almost every classroom in the 1960s. 
Today we have screens or an 
interactive whiteboard.

chalk Chalk was used by teachers to write 
on the blackboard. It was mainly 
white but there many colours of 
chalk.

❑ The most popular games played by children 100 

years ago were marbles, hopscotch, pick up sticks 

and jacks.

timeline A chronological sequence of 
historical events. ❑ Over a 100 years ago there would not have been 

any take-away food places. However, fish and chip 

shops first opened about 150 years ago.


