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Welcome back.  I’m sure our children enjoyed their Easter break.  This term, we welcome Mr Pagram as class 
teacher for Kites and Mrs Higgs as a teaching assistant in Woodpeckers.  Please do say hello if you get the 
chance, I know they are looking forward to getting to know everyone.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Mr Pagram                   Mrs Higgs 
 

 
Finally fully fenced 
You will have noticed our rather magnificent new fencing and gates which were installed over the Easter holi-
days.  The new fencing ensures that we are absolutely in line with safety recommendations for safeguarding 
children on site and ensuring safe and controlled access to the school grounds for any visitors.  They also look 
rather smart!  This project has been a couple of years in the making (there was an extraordinary amount of pa-
perwork required – thank you Mrs Matthews).  It was funded through our capital allowance - money provided to 
schools which can only be spent on fixed assets and projects to improve the school site. We also were success-
ful in applying for a grant from the Mrs W E Lawrence Charitable Trust.  
 
The pedestrian (small) gate will automatically open at 08:30 and close at 09:00 in the morning and the window 
is 15:00 to 15:30 for afternoon collection.  When there are clubs on outside of normal school hours, the gate will 
be opened to allow drop off and collection from these.  In between these times, visitors will be required to buzz 
through to the office for entrance to the school site. 
 
Spring term roundup 
There are lots of people to thank for the wonderful events we enjoyed at the end of the Spring Term.  Our cross 
country teams achieved wonderful things at the Cross Country Championships and were inspiring in their ap-
proach and attitude.  We had a lot of fun and were extremely well supported!   
 
The end of term service was beautifully led by the children of Owl’s Class and the contributions of children 
throughout the school were excellent including the joyous singing of Robins, Finches and Doves.  Every class 
also produced great reflections on our theme of forgiveness for the end of term celebration assembly.  At that 
assembly, I had the pleasure of announcing our learning champions for the Spring term (see photo over the 
page). 
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Many congratulations to these children who have consistently proved they have excellent learning behaviours and pro-
vide great role models to others in their class. 

 
 

Luke & Louisa 
 
Ellena & Arthur 
 
Cole & Elissa 
 
Oliver & Lexi 
 
Jamie & Luke 
 
Lydia & Madeleine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Academy conversion 
 
Many of you may have followed the news coverage following the announcements in the budget and the 
publication of the government’s white paper which outlines their plans for education going forward.  It is 
now clear that all schools will have to convert to academy status.  The deadline for this is 2022 but schools 
must show they are at least in the process of conversion by 2020.  
 
What will this mean for Kintbury St Mary’s School?  As always, the starting point will be about what’s best 
for our children and ensuring we can safeguard the values of our school and our commitment to serving our 
local community.  We will need to join a multi-academy trust – either one which currently exists or as part of 
a newly formed group.  Remember, nearly every primary school in West Berkshire is currently in exactly the 
same position as we are.  Our Governing Body are being proactive and have already started to gather infor-
mation and research suitable models which will ensure the needs of our children remain central to the way 
our school works.  They will update you and seek your views in due course and you will have an opportuni-
ty to take part in our consultation process. 
 
The change to academy status is essentially about structures used to deliver education and applying a 
business model to how schools collaborate.   It will require a lot of work behind the scenes but the children 
will not face any disruption to their learning or notice any changes to the values and learning behaviours 
which are central to the success of our fantastic school.  Everyone involved with the school is absolutely 
committed to preserving its character and continuing to provide the best for future generations of children 
from our local communities. 
 
 
Wishing you a wonderful week. 
 

Mrs Melanie Higgs   



Contact Us: 
 

Give the School Office a call if you have any 
queries :  (01488) 658336 
 

Kintbury St Mary’s Primary School, 
Gainsborough Avenue, 
Kintbury, Berkshire RG17 9XN 
 

Email: 

office@kintbury.w-berks.sch.uk 
 

Visit us on the web at 
www.kintbury.westberks.dbprimary.com 

Future Dates: 
  

Tues 12 April—Start of term 
 

Wed 13 April— 7.30pm PTA Meeting  
 

Thur 21 Apr—Yr 3 Swimming Lessons 
(10 weeks until 30th June inc.)  
 

Fri 22nd Apr—Non Uniform Day red, 
white and blue dress up . 1pm Tag 
Rugby at Hungerford (letters will be 
sent) 
 

Mon 2 May— May Day Celebrations 
 

Mon 9 May—  SATS Week begins 
 

Wed 18 May— 4-6pm Yr 3/4 Boys In-
door 5 Aside comp at Trinity School. 
 

Mon 23 May — Yr 5 PGL trip departs 
 

Fri 27 May— Last day of term 

 

End of Term 

(Saturday 28th May—Sunday 5th 

June holiday) 

Clubs this Week 

12th April —  15th April 
 

Tuesday:  

Maypole (All yrs)   3.15pm-4.15pm 
 

Thursday: 

Football (All Yrs)   3.30-4.30pm 
 

A Club Letter has been sent out today 

with details of clubs this term. 

Clubs  & Events -  
This Week 

Judo — Any queries call Martin on 

07920 024 981 

REMINDERS & MESSAGES 
SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE 
 Summer is nearly upon us, so if you haven’t had chance already then come 
and stock up on summer school wear!   Second hand uniform sale from 3pm 
this Friday (15th April) in the school hall.  We have lots of great quality dress-
es and shorts for sale, plus all the other usual items so please do come and 
have a browse and take advantage of our super bargain prices.  As usual if 
you’ve anything to donate, please get it to the office by Friday – clean and in 
good condition.  All funds raised go to supporting the school via the 
PTA.  Thanks 
 

Charity News 
Congratulations to Mrs G 
who won the meal for two 
at The Dundas. 
We would also just like to 
thank everyone for enter-
ing our Easter raffle and for 
generously donating lots 
and lots of Easter eggs! 
We ended up having near-
ly 50 winners.  All the mon-
ey we raised was for our 
school charity Helen and 
Douglas House, so it all goes to a good cause. Owls Class were really 
pleased that we managed to raise £146.30 from the Easter raffle. This is a 
fantastic amount and has helped to make our total amount of money raised so 
far over £1000! Thank you all for your support.  
 

Kintbury Village May Day Celebrations 

Please save the date 

The village annual May Day celebrations will take place on 

Monday 2
nd

 May 

The day will start at 11am at the church for Morris Dancing, and the crowning 

of the May Queen / King. This will be followed by a procession to the Corona-

tion Hall where the Maypole dancing starts at 12pm. 

BBQ, Tombola’s, Teas / Coffees and Homemade Cakes and lots more! 

There will be a non-uniform day on Friday 22nd April for Tombola prizes.   

The PTA 

Charlie Austin Football Club on Thurs-

days — please note that the children 

will be released from the Finches 

Classroom at 4.30pm. Any queries: 

call  0844 776 8111 or email 

 info@charlieaustinfootballschool.co.uk 

Events this Week 

12th April —  15th April 
 

Wed — 7.30pm PTA Meeting at Dundas 

Arms 

Friday —3pm 2nd Hand Uniform Sale 

Important Gate Safety 

Both gates are equipped with extensive safety 

features in order to prevent any injury. In particu-

lar, please be aware that if the light at the top of 

the post is flashing, this indicates that the gate is 

either about to move, or in the process of moving. 

Please ensure that you and you children stand a 

safe distance away from any moving part. As a 

result of all the safety protocols, the operation of 

the gate is slow but please do not try and push the 

gate while it is in operation as this would immedi-

ately stop it from opening until a member of staff 

does the necessary to reset the operation.  

Safety issues around the fence and gates were 

discussed with the children in assembly this morn-

ing. We would appreciate it if you could al-

so carefully supervise your children, particularly 

younger siblings, when in the vicinity of the gates. 

Thank You. 


