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Creative Computing  

 

This term, Woodpeckers and Kites have been enjoying amazing weekly workshops 

in computing provided by Mr Marshman who is Head of Computer Science at Park 

House School (a centre of excellence in computing).  Mr Marshman is an ad-

vanced skills teacher who had input into the content of the 2014 primary curricu-

lum.  It’s fair to say that 

both children and 

adults alike have learnt 

much about the use of 

algorithms, coding and 

binary numbers and 

how to apply their new 

skills and knowledge to 

problem solving situa-

tions.  Lessons have 

been active and unex-

pected – children re-

turned with octopuses 

and beaded bracelets 

from one recent ses-

sion.  It’s wonderful to 

see how effective the new curriculum has been in the area of computing 

which is now updated from the basics of using a computer and certain 

software to helping our children have a better understanding of how this 

technology is relevant in their wider lives.   

 

Bookworms enjoying a book week 

 

Our children take their reading very seriously.  It was a pleasure to see all the different book centred activities in use last week and 

the tremendous impact our librarians have on the school community.  A report from Mrs Bennett, our English Coordinator:- 

 

Last week saw lots of book related learning happening throughout our school. All the classes chose a book as the focus for Literacy 

lessons and there were plenty of opportunities to engage with books and reading each day. Some of the highlights were, our Robins 

making finger puppets for ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, Doves writing from the point of view of different characters in the ‘Lighthouse 

Keeper’s Lunch’ and ‘flip camera’ news reports from Kites using the same story. We had some ‘Owl Babies’ drama in Finches, book 

reviews in Woodpeckers and Owls wrote their own short stories. 

A special mention must go to our Year 6 Librarians, who organised a book event on Thursday. Pupils from all year groups were in-

vited to spend time in our Treetops library, sharing and reading books, doing a book quiz and sharing some thoughts about their 

favourite reads. It was lovely to see our library so busy! On Friday each class took part in a “Guess the book character” treasure 

hunt which saw our classes out and about looking for different book characters. We would like to say a big “thank you” to our Librari-

ans for leading these activities and for sharing their enthusiasm for reading and books with the rest of the school. 

Finally we finished each day last week with our book fair. There was a good selection of books to appeal to all ages, interests and 

abilities – so much choice! We still have one more opportunity to visit the fair this afternoon so we will let you know how much mon-

ey we raised next week. Thank you to everyone who came along to support this event. 
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A musical treat and other adventures 

 

We wish the choir all the best for their performance at the Anvil.  They have worked so hard to pre-

pare and we’re delighted to be taking the maximum number of children to this prestigious event on 

Wednesday evening.  It makes us very proud to see how keen children at this school are to be in-

volved in the extra-curricular activities available.  We are always the school asking if we can take a 

few extra children to events rather than struggling to get children to sign up for new experiences.  

It’s a credit to the children’s excellent attitudes and the support and encouragement they receive.   

Our Year 4 and Year 5 children will be heading off on their last ‘Dahl Day’ to John O’ Gaunt School 

on Tuesday.  The focus will be on ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ through PE and Art activities.  Last time there 

were tortoises, we look forward to seeing what surprises are in store for our children this time! 

The Robins are having a well deserved outing into the community to visit our Jubilee Centre play-

ground as part of their learning in exploring the wider world and physical development. 

Even the staff are having outings this week to moderate mathematics assessments, find out about 

best practice in other educational settings and explore ways to ensure wellbeing in our school com-

munity. 

 

I hope the sun continues to shine on us all! 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful week.         

 Mrs Melanie Higgs 



Contact Us: 
 

Give the School Office a call if you have any 
queries :  (01488) 658336 
 

Kintbury St Mary’s Primary School, 
Gainsborough Avenue, 
Kintbury, Berkshire RG17 9XN 
 

Email: 

office@kintbury.w-berks.sch.uk 
 

Visit us on the web at 
www.kintbury.westberks.dbprimary.com 

Future Dates: 
  

Wed 16 Mar — 12pm Choir depart by 
coach to Anvil. 7pm Concert at the 
Anvil Theatre, Basingstoke .Book Fair 
3.30pm-4pm  

 

Mon 21 Mar—  3.45pm Judo match V 
Inkpen Primary School here.  

 

Tue 22 Mar — Cross Country Champi-
onships at Newbury Showground 
(details to  

follow) 

 

Wed 23rd Mar—10.00am Easter Ser-
vice at St Mary's Church 

 

Thu 24 Mar —  AM Awards Assembly, 
parents welcome. Last day of term. 

 

End of Term 

(Friday 25th March—Monday 11th 

April Holiday) 

 

 

Wed 13 April— 7.30pm PTA Meeting  

 

Mon 2 May— May Day  

 

Mon 9 May- SATS Week begins 

 

Mon 23 May — Yr 5 PGL trip departs 

 

Fri 27 May— Last day of term 

 

End of Term 

(Saturday 28th May—Sunday 5th 

June holiday) 

Clubs this Week 

14th Mar —  18th March 

Monday:  

Recorders     Lunchtime 

Choir (Yrs 3-6)   Lunchtime 

Aerobics (Yrs 5 & 6)  3.15pm-4pm 
 

Tuesday:  

Maypole (All yrs)   3.15pm-4.15pm 

 

Wednesday: 

Multi Sports (F, KS1)  8am- 8.40am 

Netball (Yrs 5 & 6)  3.15pm-4.15pm 
 

Thursday: 

Homework Club (KS2)   Lunchtime 

Art Club (Yrs 3 & 4)  3.15-4pm 

Football (All Yrs)   3.30-4.30pm 
 

Friday:  

Judo   (All yrs)   8am-8.40am 

Street Surfing (Group 2) 3.15pm-4.15pm 

 

Clubs  & Events - This Week 

Judo — Any queries call Martin on 

07920 024 981 

REMINDERS & MESSAGES 

  Maypole Club — please note that this club runs from 3.15pm-4.15pm 

 

CHARITY RAFFLE! 

Would you like the chance to win a 2 course dinner for two people at The Dundas 
Arms? 50p for each raffle ticket. Please feel free to enter the raffle as many times as 
you would like, all money raised will go to our school charity Helen and Douglas 
House. Entries to be made to Owls Class.   
Easter Egg Raffle! 
We are looking for donations of chocolate eggs for our Easter Egg Raffle this term. 
The raffle will be starting on Tuesday 1st March and winners will be announced on 
Thursday 24th March. Please drop any type of chocolate eggs (but no nuts) into Owls 
Class for us to put towards the raffle, your donations will be much appreciated. You 
can enter the raffle for 20p for 1 go or £1 for 6 entries. Everyone who enters will win a 
prize. All money raised will go towards our school charity, Helen and Douglas House. 
Thank you and Good Luck 
 

 Lunch—change of menu on Thursday 24 March to: Fish fingers, Cheese to-
mato and basil tart, Pasta Neapolitan, Chips, baked beans & peas, Oat Dream 
Cookie. 

 
 Robins Lunch ordering—to assist with our very busy mornings, can parents 

please place their child’s lunch order on-line or place a note in their book bag with 
their choice of meal for that day. Many Thanks  

 

 School Uniform Sale Feedback – many thanks for supporting the second hand 
uniform sale last week through your donations and purchases.  Just to say that 
we had a HUGE demand for school jumpers (and boys’ trousers to a lesser ex-
tent), so if you have any of these items lurking at the back of cupboards that you 
no longer need, please bring them in and donate them to the sales as there are 
lots of people wanting to buy them!  We also have a plentiful stock of girls’ sum-
mer dresses, particularly age 7 and below so we will be holding the next sale 
early in the summer term if you are needing to stock up for the warmer weath-
er.  Thanks!  PTA  

Charlie Austin Football Club on Thurs-

days — please note that the children 

will be released from the Finches 

Classroom at 4.30pm. Any queries: 

call  0844 776 8111 or email 

 info@charlieaustinfootballschool.co.uk 

Events this Week 

14th Mar —  18th March 
 

Monday—3.30-4pm Book Fair  
 

 

Friday— 3.15pm Yr 6 Cookie Sale.  

 

 


