
KINTBURY ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HEAD TEACHER MRS MELANIE HIGGS 

 
Welcome to the last full week of the Summer Term!  It’s difficult to keep track of everything that the children are enjoying at the moment! 

 

The Great Debate 

 

It’s important that our children develop confidence to speak in front of an audience.  This is a skill we nurture from their earliest days in 

school, all the way through to ensuring they will be confident and capable of sharing their ideas and opinions as they move up to second-

ary school. 

 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 children and the superb debating skills they have developed this year.  Our annual Big Debate, 

which was held on Thursday last week, was the perfect opportunity to see these skills in action.  Two teams of children spoke in support 

and opposition to the motion, 'There is no level playing field for men and women in sport today'.  They were well prepared, confident and 

passionate about putting across their point of view.  They fielded challenging questions from each other and the mixed audience of 

adults and children.  Facts and figures were applied persuasively to both sides of the argument.   

 

The debate was chaired by Mr Salvadori, who has been working alongside Owls Class to develop the children's skills through a series of 

workshops.  I was lucky enough to be a judge alongside Mr Hutchison (our Vice Chair of Governors) and Mr Peaple (the Head Teacher 

of Park House Secondary School). Mr Peaple has watched many secondary school debates and was most complimentary about the 

standard of skills on display during this event.  In the end, it was a victory for the team supporting the motion.  Well done to Summer, 

Alfie and Sophie and their advisors, Tom and Molly and to all who took part or contributed a challenge or question on the day. 

 
 

Attendance 

 

Our effectiveness in ensuring good attendance is measured against a national target of 95%. This is a minimum – we’re expected to do 

much better and our actual school target is 97% attendance.  Unsurprisingly, there is research which shows a clear link between attend-

ance and academic achievement.    

 

 A school year is 190 days.  If a child has achieved 95% attendance, they will have missed no more than 10 days of school in that aca-

demic year.  This should ensure they have no gaps in their learning which could affect their ability to make good progress moving for-

ward. 

 

We recognise the value in travel and time spent with family.  We know that some years, through no fault of anyone, children may have 

more time off school than they normally would with ill health.  We respect and support those who come to us with truly exceptional cir-

cumstances which require children to have some time out of school. Currently, we do not fine for unauthorised absence.  However, our 

registers are inspected on a termly basis by an educational welfare officer.  They will review the actions of the school in improving at-

tendance and if they are still concerned by absence figures, may follow up with families directly.  Monitoring absence is also one of our 

safeguarding duties.  Unexpected periods of absence from school can trigger concerns about pupil welfare.   

 

If your child is below the government set threshold of 95% this year, you will be receiving a letter setting them a target for the start of the 

Autumn Term.  Please do try to meet the target.  The start of a new academic year is a really key period for children to settle in to new 

routines and get to know their new teachers and expectations for their class.  If you have any worries about your child’s attendance, 

please do come and talk to us. 
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A very quiet Friday (at least here in school) 

 

It was strangely quiet on Friday and the building was full of empty classrooms.  In fact, downstairs was completely free from children as 

our Robins, Finches and Doves enjoyed a visit to The Living Rainforest to extend and build upon the science work they have completed 

this year.  As always, the children had a wonderful time and behaved beautifully.  One lucky group even saw the elusive sloth which 

many of us have previously searched for and failed to find.  

 

Upstairs, we were missing our Year 6 children who had headed off on an epic trek to Hungerford to raise more money for Helen and 

Douglas House.  The Year 5 children seamlessly stepped up to covering their responsibilities in our assembly – well done.  The trium-

phant walkers returned at the expected time with weary legs accompanied by the contentment of a job well done. 

Thank you to the staff and volunteers who planned and prepared, trekked or helped to spot bird eating spiders and ensured our children 

had great experiences. 

 

We’re looking forward to welcoming new staff and pupils for moving up morning on Thursday and hopefully welcoming lots of you to our 

Celebration Assembly this Friday morning when we will be saying a fond farewell to our current Year 6 children.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful week     

Mrs Melanie Higgs 



Contact Us: 
 

Give the School Office a call if you have any 
queries :  (01488) 658336 
 

Kintbury St Mary’s Primary School, 
Gainsborough Avenue, 
Kintbury, Berkshire RG17 9XN 
 

Email: 

office@kintbury.w-berks.sch.uk 

Visit us on the web at: 

www.kintbury.w-berks.sch.uk 

Future Dates: 
  

Mon 18 Jul—2pm Summer Concert —
parents welcome 
 

Tue  19 Jul— 10am End of term Ser-
vice at Kintbury Church 
 

Wed 20 Jul — Last day of term. 
School finishes at the normal time. 

 

End of Term 

Clubs this Week 

11th July —  15th July 

Monday:  

Recorders     Lunchtime 

Choir (Yrs 2-6)   Lunchtime 
 

Wednesday: 

Dodgeball (KS2)   8am-8.40am 

Rounders  (Yr 4,5 & 6) 3.15—4.15pm 
 

Thursday: 

Homework Club (KS2)   Lunchtime 

Art Club (Yr 2)    Cancelled 

Football (All Yrs)   3.30-4.30pm 
 

Friday:  

Judo   (All yrs)   8am-8.40am 

Clubs  & Events - This Week 

Judo — Any queries call Martin on 

07920 024 981 

REMINDERS & MESSAGES 

 
 Friday 15 Jul  9am — Leavers & Sharing Assembly — parents welcome 
 
 

 Monday 18 Jul  2pm — Summer Concert  Including performances from our 
Choir, Recorder Players and  Brass Students — parents welcome 

 

 Tue  19 Jul 10am— End of term Service at Kintbury St Mary’s Church—parents 

welcome 

 

 PTA MESSAGES — 
 

 Uniform sales –  We will be holding our FINAL sale of this year on Tuesday 12thJuly 
at 3pm, so that will be your last chance to stock up for September.    
LEAVERS – Please could you consider donating any school uniform items that you 
won’t be needing after this term, if your child is leaving Kintbury next week?  Mrs 
James has kindly said that donations can be dropped off at the school office on Thu 
or Fri next week 9-1pm as obviously children will be wearing items up until Wednes-
day.  Or please keep till next term and drop in from 5th September.  Many thanks.  
 
 

 

 ISS Lunch Menu changes—  
on Tuesday 19th July there will be a Teddy Bears Picnic (don’t forget to bring your 
teddy bear!):        Jam sandwich,  

Home-made sausage roll or vegetarian sausage roll 
Red summer Fruit bag 

Teddy Bear shaped shortbread 
 

On Wednesday 20th July the menu will be: 
Fish fingers 

Mexican Rice wrap 
Jacket potato with cheese, chips, beans, peas 

Crispy cornflake cake 
Also, please note that the current menu, including picnic bags, will be available to 
order from September until the October 2016 half term, when a new menu will be sent 
home. 
  

Charlie Austin Football Club on Thurs-

days — please note that the children will 

be released from the Finches 

Classroom at 4.30pm. Any queries: 

call  0844 776 8111 or email 

 info@charlieaustinfootballschool.co.uk 

Events this Week 

11th July—15th July 

Monday—2pm & 6.30pm KS2 Play‘ Alice  

   In Wonderland 

Tuesday —  

 1.10-3.10pm Introductory Visits for 
 Sept.’16 new Robins. 

 3pm School Uniform Sale.  

 6.30pm KS2 Play ‘Alice in Wonder
 land’. 
 

Thursday - 

 3.30pm New Sept Yr 2 parent meeting. 

4pm New Sept Yr 3 parent meeting 

4.30pm New Yr 4 parent meeting    

 5pm New Yrs 5/6 parent meeting. 
 

Fri 15 Jul—  

 9am Sharing/ Leavers Assembly, par
 ents welcome.    

 5.30pm—Summer Fete 

 
SUMMER FETE  
Friday 15th July 

 

 Calling all Cake Bakers - we 

would be very grateful if you could bring 
homemade cakes into school that we 
can sell on the Tea and Cake stall on 
the evening of the fete. Any flavour will 
do! 

 

 Raffle tickets – PLEASE hand in your 
stubs for sold tickets by Wednesday, to 
give us time to fold the stubbs.  Thanks!  

 
Don’t forget, the fun starts at 5:30 pm 

 on Friday!  
 

See you there. The PTA 


