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Kintbury St Mary’s CE Primary School 

 

Assessment and Feedback Policy 

 

This policy outlines the purpose of assessment and the approach employed by those who work at this school to 

assess the attainment and progress of pupils.  The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of everyone 

at our school. 

Our approach to assessment 

 

Assessment is a tool we use to ensure the best possible provision for all pupils who attend our school.  We 

believe that all children can succeed in education with the correct approach and personalisation.  Assessment 

helps to find out what each child needs to learn and measure and celebrate their success in learning.  It can help 

us to identify gaps in knowledge and barriers to learning so that these can be overcome.  We also expect 

children to be involved in their own assessment and we help them develop skills to recognise their own progress 

and what they need to do next to improve.   

 

We recognise that not all children will be able to achieve age related expectations and also that some children 

will work far beyond age related expectations.  The assessment methods used by the school are designed to be 

inclusive and measure progress and attainment for every pupil.  Parents and carers are informed not only about 

their progress in academic subjects but also about the effort shown and their development of successful learning 

skills such as independence and listening and sharing ideas. 

 

Units of learning are planned to provide opportunities for formative and summative assessment.  Learning 

objectives help pupils to understand the focus of their learning in a lesson.  Marking and feedback from staff 

provide assessment information to pupils about whether they have achieved the learning objective and/or their 

next steps. Self and peer assessment supports this process.  At the end of each unit, class teachers hold a 

record of how each pupil has progressed in that unit in relation to age related expectations.  When children take 

part in interventions to accelerate their learning in a particular area, e.g. SNAP maths, their progress is carefully 

recorded over the period of intervention so that we can measure its impact. 

 

All assessment information for each child is regularly reviewed on an ongoing basis with a formal in school 

review taking place during pupil progress meetings which are held three times a year.  At this point, assessment 

data for each child is recorded on centrally held records.  These meetings provide the opportunity for 

professional dialogue between class teachers and the head teacher and allow us to monitor whether a child is on 

track or has met their targets by the end of the year.  Data from these meetings is summarised and presented to 

the governing body to allow them to monitor progress and attainment.  Data presented to governors is 

anonymous so that individual children cannot be identified. 

 

Parents and carers are provided with a written report outlining assessment judgments for the year in the summer 

year.  In addition, they will also receive assessment information about their child at the two parents’ evenings 

held over the course of the year and during any additional appointments made with school staff. 
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Aims  

 

Assessment practices at our school aim to:- 

 Comply with statutory assessment requirements 

 Measure progress against the curriculum and age related expectations 

 Check effectiveness of teaching approaches including periods of specific intervention 

 Moderate assessment judgments and develop staff confidence in accuracy of assessment 

 Identify what children know and what they need to learn 

 Support children in understanding what they have achieved and their next steps in learning 

 Allow children to complete accurate self and peer assessments 

 Inform parents and carers about attainment and progress 

 Allow stakeholders such as the Governing Body and the Local Authority to monitor the school’s 

performance 

 Provide good transition information about individual pupils, groups and whole cohorts when they change 

year groups or educational settings 

 

Types of assessment 

 

All assessment carried out by staff working in our school fits into three categories:- 

Formative assessment – used by staff to evaluate pupils’ knowledge and understanding on a day to day basis 

and to tailor teaching accordingly 

Summative assessment (in school) – enables staff to evaluate how much a pupil has learned at the end of a 

teaching period 

Summative assessment (nationally standardised testing) – used by the government to hold schools to account 

and required by statute  

 

Accuracy of Assessments 

 

The accuracy of assessments in school are ensured through:- 

Induction – New members of the staff team are given a clear induction in relation to our assessment practices 

and the opportunity to work with a senior member of staff to develop their understanding fully. 

Continuous professional development (CPD) – Training on assessment for staff is recognised as an important 

part of ensuring good assessment practices.  Training for staff is regularly accessed both in house, through wider 

school partnerships and collaboration and Local Authority led training as required. 

Moderation – Assessment judgments are regularly moderated both as an internal exercise between professional 

colleagues or led by subject leaders and externally in collaboration with staff from other schools or colleagues in 

the local authority. 
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External quality control– Some assessments required at the end of key stages are marked externally.  Some 

teacher assessments are currently subject to a requirement for statutory moderation by the Local Authority who 

visit schools for this purpose roughly every two to three years. 

Use of assessment information 

 

All assessment data collected is used to improve provision for individual pupils, groups, class cohorts or whole 

school.  Assessment data is:- 

 Used diagnostically to identify gaps in learning and plan appropriate lessons or interventions as required 

 Shared with pupils through feedback to help them take responsibility for their achievements by reflecting 

on their own progress and what they need to do to improve 

 Shared with parents and carers to give them a clear view of strengths and achievements to celebrate, 

progress and areas to develop and support 

 Used to evaluate quality of provision and school performance by school leaders and to benchmark 

against national expectations 

 Collated to fulfill Government statutory requirements for the evaluation of school performance 

 

Review 

 

This policy will be monitored by the Governors, Head Teacher and Senior Leadership Team and will be reviewed 

by the governing body within two years. 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Reviewed by the Curriculum & Standards Committee on 26th November 2015. 

Approved by the Governing Body on 8th December 2015. 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………….. (Chair of Governors) 

Signed: …………………………………………………………… (Head Teacher) 

 

Review date: Autumn 2017 (This policy is subject to change and may be reviewed as and when required)A 
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Appendix 1 – Marking Codes 

 

 

Correct 

       

            

 

Incorrect 

 

________    
 

 

Please check 

 

 

 
 
Discussed with an adult (initials of adult recorded) 
 

 

 
Action 

 

 
Independent 

 

 
Supported 

 
 
Assessed against learning objective (underlined) 
 

Red 

 
Orange 
 
Green      

Beginning to meet learning objective 
 
Developing but needs to consolidate 
 
Learning objective met 
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Appendix 2 – Types of assessment 

Please note, the following examples do not provide an exhaustive list of the ways in which we assess 

children in our schools.   

Reception Baseline assessment Initial assessments carried out when children arrive at school to provide a 
baseline against which to measure progress and used to identify individual 
areas for development. 
 

Phonics Check Carried out in Year 1 and repeated if necessary in Year 2 to judge 
whether children have met age related expectations in their use of 
phonics. 
 

KS1 Statutory Assessments Measure attainment of pupils on a scaled score and used to benchmark 
performance against national results. 
 

KS2 Statutory Assessments Measure attainment of pupils on a scaled score and used to benchmark 
performance against national results. 
 

Observations Made by school staff during the course of lessons – may be recorded on 
sticky labels placed in books or noted on evaluated plans – these are 
used by teachers in planning future lessons. 
 

Learning journals Books used to track the progress of individual children through recording 
examples of their work and other types of assessment material, i.e. photos 
and observations. 
 

End of unit assessments At the end of each unit of work, staff assess whether a child is below, at or 
above age related expectations in relation to their learning for that unit 
 

Standardised tests Standardised tests are used to measure children against age related 
expectations, i.e. reading tests can provide a reading age for a child which 
can be compared to their chronological age. 
 

Emotional well-being scale Used to measure the impact of interventions designed to improve 
emotional wellbeing. 
 

Case studies Detail provision and impact of provision for individual children – usually 
used for those with specific learning needs or barriers to learning.   

Questioning Used by staff to assess understanding and progress during lessons. 
 

Self-assessment Children assess their own learning – usually against success criteria - 
thinking about progress made and next steps. 
 

Peer assessment Children assess the learning of their peers – usually against success 
criteria – thinking about progress made and next steps. 
 

Responses to feedback 
 

Staff use responses to their feedback to assess children’s learning, their 
progress in an area taught and next steps. 

 


