
 

 

Kintbury St Mary’s CE Primary School 

Religious Education Policy 

Kintbury St Mary’s CE School is a Church of England voluntary controlled school which provides a broad and balanced 
religious education curriculum with an emphasis on learning about and respecting other religions and beliefs whilst 
retaining our distinctively Christian ethos.   

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of the teaching and learning of Religious Education.  The 
implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all staff and pupils at our school. 

Aims  
The teaching of Religious Education allows pupils to: 

 Learn about Christianity and other principal religions both in Great Britain and in the wider world 

 Develop their understanding of faith and practice and to show respect and sensitivity towards those whose 
beliefs are different from their own 

 Question, challenge and explore beliefs, values and attitudes to understand their relevance to everyday life 

 Reflect upon and develop understanding of their own beliefs  

Our approach to Religious Education 
We use an enquiry based approach to RE which focuses on two key aspects.  

Learning ABOUT religion includes enquiry into, and investigation of, the nature of religion, its beliefs, teachings and 
ways of life, sources, practices and forms of expression. It includes the skills 
of interpretation, analysis and explanation. 
Our pupils learn to communicate their knowledge and understanding using specialist vocabulary. It also includes 
identifying and developing an understanding of ultimate questions and ethical issues. 
Learning about religion covers pupils’ knowledge and understanding of individual religions and how they relate to each 
other as well as the study of the nature and characteristics of religion and its impact on the lives of believers. 
 
Learning FROM religion is concerned with developing pupils’ reflection on and response to their own and others’ 
experiences in the light of their learning about religion. It develops pupils’ skills of application, interpretation and 
evaluation of what they learn about religion. 
Our pupils learn to develop and communicate their own ideas, particularly in relation to questions of identity and 
belonging, purpose and truth, and values and commitments. 
 

Inclusion 

We teach Religious Education lessons in a way which provides appropriate support and challenge to meet the needs of 
individual pupils.  We recognise the value and benefit of diversity in our school community and encourage all pupils to 
reflect their individual experiences and personal backgrounds in their contributions and approach to the themes and 
topics studied.   

We recognise that parents retain the right to withdraw their children from religious education lessons but would urge 
parents to discuss any concerns with the school before making such a request. 

Review 

This policy will be monitored by the Governors, Head Teacher and RE Co-ordinator and will be reviewed by the 
governing body within two years. 
Reviewed and approved by the Governing Body on   2015. 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………….. (Chair of Governors) 
 

Review date:   2017 


