How we teach mathematics at Kirkbride Primary School

Mathematics
At Kirkbride, we deem mathematics as a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that is essential to everyday life. Our high-quality mathematics education provides a foundation for understanding number, measurement, statistics, geometry and the ability to discuss/reason mathematically. 

To become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, as a school, we have been utilising a scheme called White Rose Maths and this approach to teaching and learning has been designed to support the aims and objectives of the National curriculum.  

Within Kirkbride’s mathematics curriculum, we also chose to incorporate a scheme called Big Maths CLIC. We have found that this programme simplifies the primary maths curriculum into a daily and dedicated 15-minute programme that encourages enjoyment, confidence, and mastery of maths number work and, of course, meets national expectations like the White Rose Maths scheme. 
As a school, we truly believe that every child can succeed within maths and the WRM scheme allows us to plan for our children in ‘blocks’ that cover weeks not days and small steps progression within these –in each small step we provide a more integrate approach to procedural fluency, reasoning and problem solving. 
This strategy encourages teachers to allow pupils to spend longer on certain areas to enable a deeper understanding and this flexibility allows children to work on the same objective but at different levels and pace, ensuring each child has autonomy over their learning before moving on. This in turn manages their learning, as too many concepts covered at once or too quickly can lead to cognitive overload. 

