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Thank you 

 

It has been an extremely busy first two weeks which, on 

the one hand, seem to have both flown by but have also, 

at times, seemed to have lasted a lifetime. One thing that 

is very clear however is that it has been great to see the 

school full of life once again. I would like to thank all those 

connected with KMS for their ongoing support in recent 

weeks and their patience when we’ve not got things 

perfect first time. I would also like to thank the school staff 

group who are working incredibly hard under difficult 

conditions – they are certainly getting their step count in 

every day! Finally I would like to say a huge thank you and 

well done to our wonderful pupils. Returning to school for 

many has been a formality; they’ve settled incredibly well 

and have picked up where they left off at the time of 

closure. We have had a small minority of pupils who were, 

understandably, a little nervous about the return to 

school. They in particular, deserve a lot of credit for 

showing great bravery and resilience over the past two 

weeks.  

 

Our new routines are now becoming well established and 

this is enabling us to direct our efforts towards the 

important business of providing the best possible 

education to all pupils. Whilst there are some limitations 

as to what we can offer in these current times, we are 

constantly looking for ways in which we can provide our 

usual full offer to pupils. Our lunchtime gardening club has  

 

 

already started and we hope to be able to offer some 

extracurricular PE over the coming weeks. We are working  

in the ‘new normal’ but also trying to keep as much of the 

old normal as we possibly can. Despite all the obvious 

challenges, I’m sure this will prove to be a great year for all 

connected with our school. 

Mr Taylor 

 

Welcome to new staff  

 

We are delighted to welcome the following new staff who 

join us as part of ‘Team KMS’ this year. 

 

Mrs Donkersley – SENDCO 

Ms Clark – Head of Year 7 / Teacher of English 

Miss Hayton-Pilkington – Admin apprentice 

Mrs Bunn – Lunchtime Supervisor 

 

We also have staff taking up new positions in school this 

year- 

 

Mrs Senior – Acting Deputy Head (KMS & Scissett Middle) 

Mr Parker – Head of Year 6 

Mr James – Had of Year 8 

Mrs Joyce – Pupil premium champion 

Miss Sharples – Strategic Lead in Science 

Mr O’Brien – School lead for English 

Mrs Barrett – Headteacher’s PA / Office Manager 

Miss Wigglesworth – ETA / Pastoral support 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

Contacting school  

 

Please see page five of the pupil planner for full details 

about contacting school. In most cases, your first point of 

contact should be your child’s form tutor. We will always 

aim to provide a response within 48 hours. 

 

First Day Absence - we ask that parents or carers telephone 

or email the school office (before 10:00am) on the rare 

occasion a student is absent and explain why the student 

is not at school. The school should be contacted every day 

thereafter until the student returns. From 10:00am 

onwards the school will contact home to seek an 

explanation for any unexplained absence.  

 

Appointments during the School Day – please email the 

School Office or write in a note in your child’s planner and 

we ask if pupils do not bring their phones into school on 

these occasions where possible. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

GL Assessments Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd 

September  

 

GL Assessments in English and Maths will be taking place 

for the majority of pupils in school on Monday and 

Tuesday next week, periods 1 and 2. The timetable will be 

collapsed periods 1 and 2 to facilitate these. 

These important assessments are designed to help both 

pupils and staff highlight knowledge and understanding 

and key gaps in learning. The results will be used to plan 

for learning activities to address any gaps in learning. 

We intend to keep the assessment arrangements very 

low key and all pupils will be allowed sufficient time to 

complete both the assessments in English and Maths. 

Identified pupils in the Maths Assessment will be given 

additional support and we have a timetable in place to 

facilitate this. There is absolutely no need to do any 

revision over the weekend and the key message we need 

to get across is that the assessments are there to help 

support the child in future learning. 

Year 8 Pupils will need to bring in a Scientific Calculator 

on the Monday morning. We will supply any pupil with a 

calculator who does not have one. These will be sanitised 

before and after the Maths Assessment. 

Reading 

 

I am sure you will agree that reading is a vital skill for 
all of our pupils and we are doing lots of things in school 
to encourage reading and develop a reading culture in 
school. We are trying to build up our stock of books in the 
library and currently have lots of books missing. Most 
pupils took home at least two books before lockdown, 
please could these now be brought back into school as 
soon as possible. If you have any books, in good 
condition, that you would like to donate to the library we 
would love to have them, please send them in with your 
child. 
 

Maths 

 

All pupils should now have their MyMaths login and 
password (See Page 2 in the planner). 
Please can we ask that all pupils try to log on and check 
they can access MyMaths. If not, please see your Maths 
teacher. Some groups have had some work set already. 
We encourage all pupils to try and reach a score of 70% 
or better for each MyMaths homework they do. 
 
Many thanks, Maths Department. 
 

School lunches 

 

From next Monday we will be returning to our usual school 

lunch menu. Whilst I’m sure this move will be welcomed 

by all, it does make our lunchtime arrangements slightly 

more challenging to manage. We will therefore need the 

support of all pupils in order to make this a success.  

 

Mrs Breeze and her team would like to say a huge thank 

you for your support and patience over the last two weeks. 

Please see the menu at the end of the bulletin for the next 

two weeks. All pupils should now be set up on ParentPay.  
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Contact details 

 

Have any of your contact details changed over the 

summer? Please ensure you inform the school office of any 

changes. 

 
Covid – 19 update 

 

As you will be aware from media coverage, the infection 

rate across the country is sadly rising once again. We ask 

that pupils and their families do everything they possible 

can to keep any infection out of school. We will continue 

to work in line with our approved risk assessment in order 

to keep ‘contacts’ between pupils to an absolute 

minimum. Please could parents reinforce the following 

with their children - 

 

 Maintain high levels of hand hygiene and avoid 

touching their face. 

 Tell an adult if they feel unwell. 

 Following social distancing rules where possible. 

 Keep their hands to themselves particularly at social 

times. 

 Face coverings must be worn at all times on the buses. 

 We recommend all pupils wear face coverings when 

moving around the school building. 

 Follow ‘catch-it, bin-it, kill-it.’ 

 Remember – ‘Hands, Face, Space.’ 

 

Please see below for the latest government guidance. We 

have also sent out the latest ‘Kirklees School child isolation 

guide for parents’ with this bulletin and would ask all 

parents use this to guide them with any decision in relation 

to Covid-19. This will be the document we will use as a 

school when giving guidance. 

 

 Hands, face, space video 

 What parents and carers need to know about early 
years providers, schools and colleges in the autumn 
term 

 COVID-19: guidance for households with possible 
coronavirus infection 

 Testing and tracing for coronavirus 

 How to wear a fabric mask safely 
 

Please click here to view the Covid-19 page of our school 

website where we will post the latest information for 

parents. 

 
Class Charts and Behaviour Sanctions 

 

During the summer, the school moved over to a new data 

management system. Whilst in the long run this will make 

our operations more efficient, it has taken some time to 

link the new system with our existing products. One such 

example is Class Charts. We hope to have Class Charts up 

and running at some point next week and will provide 

further details to Year 6 parents very soon. In the 

meantime, staff will use the pupil planner to note where 

pupils have performed particularly well in school. Where 

pupils get things wrong, we will also record this in the pupil 

planner. Whilst standards of behaviour across the school 

are incredibly high, there are times when pupils get things 

wrong. With the full return to school, our usual behaviour 

management approaches and sanctions are in operation. 

In most cases, incidents of poor behaviour can be dealt 

with through a restorative conversation or a short 

sanction. There are occasions when the school needs to 

enforce a higher level of sanction. One such sanction is 

after school detentions which will be reintroduced this 

term. It is anticipated however that the occasions when we 

will need to use this sanction will be very rare. 

 

School uniform 

 

Whilst we have been very pleased with the high standards 

of uniform displayed by pupils, there are some pupils who 

are arriving at school with incorrect uniform. Where we 

have concerns about uniform, we will be writing to parents 

next week to ask that this is corrected. Please see page 9 

in the school planner or here for full details of our uniform 

expectations. Parents are reminded that tracksuit bottoms 

/ leggings for PE should be plain black. We also ask that 

trainer style shoes are not worn to school. Thank you for 

your support with this. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IGqADEyxxw
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
https://youtu.be/9Tv2BVN_WTk
https://www.kirkburtonmiddleschool.co.uk/covid-19
https://www.kirkburtonmiddleschool.co.uk/parents/appearance
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New school 

website 

 

We are pleased 

to announce the 

launch of our 

new school 

website which 

can be viewed 

here. Our aim is 

that the website 

should provide 

parents with all 

the information 

they need about 

our school. 

Thank you to Mr 

Tyson for his 

hard work in 

pulling this 

together and we 

would welcome 

any feedback 

from parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kirkburtonmiddleschool.co.uk/?page_id=4271
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