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HEADMASTER’S FOREWORD

Kirkham Grammar School entered the new
millennium in a position of unparalleled strength
after a decade of remarkable growth and
development, with almost double the number of
pupils on roll and much better facilities than we
could have possibly envisaged ten years ago.
Throughout this period the school's growing appeal
has owed much to its ability to combine judiciously
and successfully a respect for its traditions and long
held values with exciting innovation and dynamic
growth. Now recognised as one of the country's
leading schools through its membership of HMC,
Kirkham Grammar School has, this past year, seen
its efforts rewarded with great success across the
curriculum and beyond it, especially in terms of
academic results and sporting achievements.

We congratulate last year's Upper Sixth on
achieving the best A-level results in the School's
history. Approaching half of all the grades awarded
were either A's or B's. The great majority of our
students secured places at their first choice
universities and all six Oxbridge candidates were
successful - a record number for KGS. Phillip
Bennett's six grade A's and two 'ones' in Special
Papers were amongst the very best resuilts in the
country, enabling him to meet his tough offer to read
Natural Sciences at St John's College, Cambridge.
Joanne Gornall comfortably secured her place at
Pembroke College, reading Natural Sciences.
Former Captain of School Martha Newell went up to
Christ's College, Cambridge to study Archaeology
and Anthropology and earned the distinction, a rare
one, of winning a coveted 'blue' for hockey in her
first year, playing for Cambridge against Oxford in a
drawn Varsity match. Adam Devine is reading
Chemistry at Jesus College, Oxford, across the road
from Felicity Guest, who won a rare place to study
Medicine at Exeter College. Finally, Lewis Watson
joined St. Hugh's College, Oxford, reading French.

There were too many good individual performances
to mention all by name from a year group we shall
long remember, not only for the excellence of their
results but also for their outstanding contribution to
the corporate life of the School. One of their exam
statistics which will take some beating is their 27%
grade A's, some 10% points plus above the average
for KGS!

The 'Millennium' GCSE results were particularly
good at the top end of the scale. Well over two
thirds of all the 690 grades awarded were at A*, A or

B. We have only bettered that figure once and that
was last year. There were some outstanding
individual performances, none more so than Rachel
Sissons with 9A*'s and an A, Eleanor Cairns with
9A™'s and Jane Meloy with 7A*'s and 3A's.

However, the percentage of pupils achieving five or
more grades A* - C, at 92%, though 40% above the |
national average, was a little disappointing for KGS,
and we should aim higher in future.

Overall, | was delighted with the results across the
ability range, and | congratulate our staff and our
students. KGS. has never set out to be an elitist
academic institution. Our policy for admission onto
examinable courses has always been inclusive and
driven by our desire to extend educational
opportunities in the broadest sense. Our school
would be very much the poorer if it chose to
dispense with the array of talents and fine personal
qualities of our moderately able pupils in the short
sighted pursuit of a higher league table position. Far
better to measure and promote that which is
valuable, rather than to value only what is
simplistically measurable. Moreover, KGS results
again show clearly that academic high fiyers flourish
within a broad ranging Sixth Form of all the talents.

‘Tested to destruction' may be a fitting description of
this year's Lower Sixth. The administrative chaos
caused by the new AS-level examinations needs to
be addressed as a matter of urgency. Many will feel
that a shake-up of post-16 education was long
overdue and an attempt to bridge the gap between
GCSE and A-level was almost universally
welcomed. However, it became quickly apparent
that the AS-level system, laden as it was with
assessment, had not been properly thought through,
and the fact that many universities are choosing
simply to ignore the qualification provides all the
proof that is needed for an immediate review. It is
little wonder that this generation of sixth formers feel
aggrieved. They have been the guinea pigs for a
whole range of trials and tribulations in recent years,
the AS-level providing the icing on a very
unpalatable cake. There has been far too much
testing and examining, which has cut drastically into
teaching time. Administering the plethora of new
examinations has been a logistical nightmare. The
pressure on staff and students alike has been
unbearable and had a detrimental effect on extra-
curricular activities, which are such important
providers of educational breadth. Teachers have
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HEADMASTER’S FOREWORD

been ill-informed about syllabi, examinations and
the value of the new qualification in the eyes of
universities. Key Skills testing, coming on top of all
the new AS-level changes, has been ignored by
most independent schools; rightly so in my view.
The reforms have been introduced in too much
haste for political reasons. The review announced
by the Secretary of State for Education needs to
look for many improvements, but crucially it needs
to restore the balance between teaching and
testing. Little wonder that one experienced teacher
is quoted as saying: "We're not being paid to teach
our pupils, we're-being paid to test them."

Beyond the academic life of the school, the past
year will be remembered as one of outstanding
success on the sportsfield, particularly in the sport
of rugby. A second consecutive unbeaten season
for our 1st XV and victory at last in the Fylde
'Sevens' competition provided sufficient success for
one year, one would have thought. These
achievements were crowned, however, by the
selection of no less than nine of our senior players
for Lancashire and an incredible six for England.
Few Headmasters, if any, can have enjoyed the
privilege of presenting six England caps in one
school assembly! Congratulations to Christopher
Briers (Centre), Andrew Kyriacou (Hooker), Alex
Loney (Prop), Matthew Parr (Lock), Warren Spragg
(Stand off/Centre) and Richard Wigglesworth
(Scrum half), all of whom achieved the ultimate
honour of representing their country at senior
schoolboy level and five of whom were selected to
tour Canada, New Zealand and Australia with
England U18. Special congratulations to our 1st XV
Captain, Matthew Parr, the only schoolboy to play
for England U19 in the World Championships in
Chile and to Richard Wigglesworth on his selection
as England Schools 18 group Captain.

Former KGS rugby captains, brothers Pat and Alex
Sanderson, have both played for England on tour in
North America. Their example has done much to
boost the success of the sport at KGS and we are
grateful to them for their continued interest in school
rugby.

We are delighted that Mr Brian Gornall was chosen
to coach the England Schools U18 team this
Season. His team, captained by our own Richard
Wigglesworth, won all its home international
matches, a source of great pride in his first year of
Coaching at international level. We send him our
Wwarm congratulations coupled with our gratitude.

KGS hockey continues to break new ground with
our first ever fixture with the renowned Millfield
School, which will, we hope, become an annual
event. Our young 1st Xl team had an excellent
season winning 23 of their 26 matches, in addition
to both the Lancashire U18 and U19 County
Championships. Our U15's went even further:

-.unbeaten in domestic fixtures, champions of

Lancashire and the North and semi-finalists in the
National Schools Championships, where they were
extremely unlucky to lose on penalty flicks away at
Millfield School.  Individually our U18 team
produced five county players and North of England
honours went to Rachel Sissons, Lorna Sissons
and Hannah Spacey, all of whom were selected for
the Regional Hockey Academy. We congratulate
our hockey players on another highly successful
season.

KGS athletes continued to dominate area schools
athletics, easily winning both boys' and girls' Fylde
Coast Championships. Our intermediate girls
narrowly missed a place in the finals of the TSB
National Athletics Championships, when they
finished runners-up to Merchant Taylors in the North
of England Finals. In the Lancashire Schools'
Athletics Championships, Chris Briers excelled in
taking both the Senior Boys 400 metres and 400
metres hurdles titles. Richard Newton, having
earlier won the Lancashire Schools' Junior Cross
Country title, went on to win the County Schools'
Junior 1500 metres. Laura Martin won the
Lancashire Schools' Intermediate Girls' Long Jump
and Lucy Martin the Junior Girls' Javelin. It is very
tough indeed to earn selection for the prestigious
English Schools' Athletics Championships and we
were delighted to be represented again this year by
Lucy Martin, Junior Girls' Javelin, and Richard
Newton, Junior Boys' 1500 metres. Many
congratulations to them both.

The progress of school cricket has been slower, but
it is good to see the sport being played at weekends
again and the amount of cricket played this year in
a short season has been most gratifying. The 1st
Xl has had a sound season, aided by the prowess
of Adam Parker whom we congratulate on his
selection by the MCC as one of the country's
outstanding young cricketers. The U12 Xl had a
sparkling season, winning almost all their matches.
This team possesses two of the finest young
cricketers the school has ever seen in Darren Bell
and Robert Sissons, both Lancashire Schools'

players.
5]
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HEADMASTER’S FOREWORD

In the sport of Girls' Tennis, KGS emerged as the
top school in Lancashire this season, with strength
across the age groups. A succession of trophies
flowed in, many of them won on home ground,
since the School now hosts several of the county
championships. Sarah Briggs, at 16 years of age,
played some marvellous tennis to win the
Lancashire U19 Singles Championships. Jennifer
Dewhurst and Jane Jackson contested the County
U13 final, with Jennifer emerging as champion after
an exciting match. Our U14 girls won the Derek Hill
Trophy for the second successive year, defeating
Bolton School impressively in the final and our U13
girls beat Westholme School comfortably in the final
of the Lancashire Schools' U13 Championships.
Thus, school tennis can justifiably claim to be the
most improved of all school sports.

In the coming year all our good wishes go to our

table tennis star, Katy Parker, who, though only

sixteen years of age, has every chance of being
selected to compete for England in the Manchester
Commonwealth Games.

However, the true strength of the school is reflected
in a much broader range of achievements and
activities than hitherto mentioned. We were
delighted to see Chloe Spencer win a national
biology competition which attracted over 700
entries. Her essay on microbiology was judged to
be the best, a rare and distinguished achievement
for Chloe and her teachers. The continuing
success of our Lower Sixth Young Enterprise
Companies was exemplified by their third
consecutive appearance in the regional finals,
representing Fylde Schools. We have all been
impressed with the successes of our Public
Speaking teams who have triumphed at area level
and reached two regional finals, where they
performed superbly, beating schools of the calibre
of Manchester Grammar School. Success in this
field does much to enhance the reputation of the
School. ¢

I have been particularly pleased to see the
enthusiasm generated by our House Masters and
House Captains for the Inter-House competitions.
These are so important to the broader education of
our pupils, since they give so many the opportunity
to take part and experience individual and team
success. The Music Department was taken aback
by the number of entries, well over 300, at least half
the school, in the Inter House Music Festival.
Similarly, Sports Day was a triumph attracting, as it
did, full fields of competitors for every event. We

congratulate School House on regaining the Whitby
Cup for the Champion House overall.

The strength of the Cadet Force, with well over 200
cadets, was there for all to see again, though 'foot
and mouth' played havoc with some Field Days and
Camps. Itis almost impossible to over-estimate the
importance of the Cadet Force to the broader
education of our young people, for it is here that
they learn many of the skills which will equip them
best for their lives ahead. In the activities of the
Force, self discipline, the ability to work in a team,
to use initiative and to problem solve take on a real
meaning. Cadets become skilled first aiders, learn
how to use weapons and drill and develop an
appreciation of outdoor pursuits. RAF cadets can
learn to glide and fly. Throughout its many activities
the Force actively promotes leadership. Being a
cadet is for many, though not all, among the most
stimulating and enjoyable experiences of their
school lives.

The Creative Arts provide further evidence of
excellence in breadth at Kirkham Grammar School.
The past year has seen musicianship of the highest
standard in a series of memorable concerts and the
Inter-House Music Festival. Special mention
should be made of Upper Sixth Former, Gareth
Jones, who was awarded the Rosemary Greaves
Music Prize, following his quite superb performance
of Ridout's formidable Concerto for Double Bass in
the House Festival. How we shall miss him!
Gareth's performance was just one of many
Festival items which appeared in the Spring
Concert programme, a programme which included
items as diverse as variations on 'Dance with the
Devil', so impressively played by percussionist Alex
Dunn, to a thrilling performance of Haydn's 'Nelson
Mass' with the full School Choir. The Special Choir
and the Girls' Choir have performed superbly this
year, as has the School's growing concert band
under the expert direction of Richard Evans, one of
the country's most prominent band leaders. The
Concert Band, featuring forty of the School's
instrumentalists, broke new ground in undertaking a
joint concert with the King's Normandy Division
Military Band. The programme was very varied and
featured a performance of Sibelius' 'Finlandia’ and
also a medley of music by Andrew Lloyd Webber.
Chris Carter of the Upper Sixth played a splendid
part in a trombone quartet and Captain Clegg, the
Normandy Band Leader, was very impressed with
the standard of our pupils' musicianship. A real
treat at the end of the Spring Term was a visit by the
world famous American organist, Carlo Curley, to
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give the Inaugural Recital on the School's new
Makin organ. The programme featured music by
Franck, Buxtehude, Mozart and Handel as the
maestro, Mr Curley, showed how an organ should
be played.

The past year has seen a remarkable upsurge in
the interest in drama at KGS. 'That was one of the
best pieces of theatre | have ever seen' was the
enthusiastic response of one of our Sixth Formers
to the production of 'The Visit by Friedrich
Durrenmatt. The production was well staged and
forcefully and humorously acted to enthralled
audiences. Fifth former, James Cartwright, son of
the renowned playwright Jim Cartwright, writer of
classic stage plays such as 'Road', 'Two' and 'The
Rise and Fall of Little Voice', has had an incredibly
‘exciting year. He recently made his television
debut, playing alongside Martin Shaw, in ITV's 'A &
E. We are set to see more of this talented young
actor -in the autumn in the eagerly - awaited
Mancunian tale 'Vacuuming Completely Nude in
Paradise' and in a starring cameo role as the young
Morrissey from 'The Smiths' in '24 Hour Party
People'.

James is not the only KGS pupil to appear on
television this year. Four of our first year pupils,
William Bruton, Joella Clegg, Cathryn Critchley and
Phillip Hingley appeared live on Blue Peter in June
racing a model car designed and built in the
School's Technology Centre. Former pupil Graham
Nash, now a student at Nottingham University, won
a cliff hanging Grand Final of 'Countdown' which
was screened on Christmas Day, Graham's 21st
birthday. Though it was hard earned, Graham could
not have wished for a better birthday present, for his
was a distinguished feat, nor shall | ever forget the
tension -of watching his triumph on television, trying
vainly to digest-my Christmas Dinner!

In a year which has seen so much to celebrate at
KGS, staff and pupils were treated to further school
development with the opening of the newly
extended Friends' Library, such an important
learning resource, and the eagerly awaited new
dining complex with its French pavement cafe, its
wide choice of excellent food and spacious new
dining hall.

The School's popular Art and Technology
departments continue to make impressive
progress. The Art department launched its web site
at the start of the year, creating a further valuable

learning resource for our many budding artists.
Further excellent exhibitions of GCSE and A-level
work were mounted in the summer term. The
Technology Faculty continues to strengthen its
partnership with BAE SYSTEMS, to whom the
School owes such a debt of gratitude. The Faculty
has become the North West Regional Centre for a
national CO2 car design and racing programme
sponsored by Jaguar and has produced its fourth
successive Arkwright Engineering Scholar. We
congratulate fifth former Rachel Horton on her
prestigious award.

Throughout the year we have enjoyed the strong
support of the Friends of KGS who have recently
raised the enormous sum of £40,000 towards the
School's Library Appeal, and the Old Kirkhamians'
Association, who have generously endowed a
second Sixth Form Bursary. Both have been
socially -active throughout the year. The Friends'
Summer Ball, held in a marquee on the front lawn
of the School, attracted a record 345 guests, who
had a marvellous evening and the Old Kirkhamians
staged an impressive and very well attended
weekend of activities in May.

If you have had the stamina to read through this
lengthy 'Foreword’, you will appreciate the wealth of
talent and diversity of activities which the School
currently enjoys. 1 hope | have encapsulated a
quite astonishing breadth of success, which
provides ample evidence that pupils enter KGS that
they may profit (Ingredere ut proficias).

B Stacey
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Autumn

In October, we were delighted to meet so many new
parents at our social evening and to welcome new
members to our committee. In November, we
managed to raise £6,500 within the space of 48
hours thanks to the support given to the Christmas
Fair and Winter Ball.

Spring

We were delighted to achieve our target of £10,000
to be donated to the Junior School library, making a
Friends contribution of £20,000 in total towards the
project. We are sure future generations of KGJS
children will benefit.

Summer

The weather was kind on our Fun Day and all
involved enjoyed a thoroughly good day. We
managed to raise an incredible £2,800.

Despite increasing the size of the marquee, we still
could not accommodate all the applications for
tickets for the Summer Ball. Over 300 parents, staff
and guests enjoyed a marvellous  evening with

FRIENDS OF KGS

yyyyyy

superb food, fine wines and excellent

entertainment.

It was a pleasure to see all our efforts bearing fruit
with the official opening of the Friends' Library in
May. As many of you will be aware, we have made
this our major project and have succeeded in
raising £20,000 towards the overall cost of
refurbishment.

On behalf of all the Friends and parents, | would like
to thank Ros Ince who stood down at our AGM after
five years as Chairman. She has worked
exceptionally hard and we are immensely grateful
to her.

Finally may | thank all who have supported me in
my first year as Chairman and thank you for your
continued support of the work of the Friends.

Dates

September 24th AGM
November 16th Christmas Fair
November 24th Winter Ball

The official opening of the Friends’ Library
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THE SCHOOL YEAR

The Guard of Honour at the CCF Annual Inspection

The unbeaten First XV




THE SCHOOL YEAR

The cast of 'The Visit’ in make-up
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THE SCHOOL YEAR

speech Day

The Headmaster reading in the Library on World Book Day
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THE SCHOOL YEAR

KGS pupils on the set of Blue Peter
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Miss Fryer completes the London Marathon




THE SCHOOL YEAR

Individual winners at Sports Day
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Laying the foundation stone for the new dining room




GIRLS’ SPORT

HOCKEY OVERVIEW

This year has been one of the most difficult seasons
to date. The horrendous weather conditions,
combined with a flooding astro-turf pitch, have
made training and playing matches impossible at
times. However, in true Kirkham style, our girls and
staff have battled on and once again the results
have been impressive in all age groups.

Whilst there have been some excellent individual
performances and achievements at school, county,
regional and even national academy level, the
teams have also enjoyed success throughout the
season.

The under 12's have been unbeaten all season.

They were semi-finalists in the under 12 invitation
tournament and runners up in the Lancashire under
13 mini-hockey tournament - an excellent
achievement playing against girls a year older.

The under 13's only lost two games throughout the
season and achieved a semi-final place in the
Lancashire county mini-hockey tournament.

The under 14's won the Lancashire tournament.

The under 15's were Lancashire champions and
semi-finalists in the National Hockey Cup.

The second eleven was unbeaten all season and
the first eleven won the Lancashire under 19
tournament and the British Aerospace under 18
Lancashire tournament.

One of the most memorable moments of the
season was the invitation match against Millfield
Sports School (national under 18 and under 15
champions). Our reputation on the hockey pitch
has now been given national recognition, and next:
season | am aiming to add Bromsgrove and
Canford to our fixture list! -

Finally, | would like to thank the hockey coaches,’
Mrs Tabb, Mrs Baxter, Mr Miller and Miss Fryer, for |
all the time and effort they have put into our teams |
this season. | would also like to thank staff and .
parents for their tremendous support!

J Glover
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First XI

P w D L
32 28 2 2

This season was always going to be tough for our
first XI. Still a very young side, trying to follow on
from the national achievements of last season, but

this time a year young!

The first team was ably led by Katie Threlfall. She
had a mammoth task - the youngest first XI captain
to date, leading her peer group - a task she
mastered throughout the season and she must be
congratulated on her achievements.

Defensively, we were extremely solid. Danielle
Hanley (when fit!) was superb in goal; Ellie Cairns
was strong in defence and agile, skilful and
dynamic driving into midfield; Katie Threlfall was a
solid right back, quick, strong and always
determined to come out with the ball; Kate
Sannegadu was a pillar of strength - totally solid,
always reliable, in fact outstanding in every respect;
Jane Meloy was strong, totally determined,
extremely perceptive with first class vision -
certainly a player who instilled confidence into the
rest of the team.

In midfield Vicky Peters, without a doubt the most
improved player, was superb on the right- fast,
skilful and her work rate was outstanding; Lorna
Sissons is undoubtedly one of the most talented
midfield players the school has ever had - skilful,
versatile and always composed - Lorna was cool,
calm and linked the team together superbly; Lucy
Martin had her first taste of first X| hockey at
fourteen years of age - a superb achievement, and
as the season progressed she grew in confidence
which enabled her to demonstrate her real talent;
Danni Grundy was super on the left - totally solid,
allways determined and her work rate was first
class.

Up front we had a dynamic trio, Rachel Sissons,
Amy Twambley and Vicky Wilson. Amy Twambley
was fast, skilful and agile - she scored some
wonderful goals, in fact, whenever Amy had the ball
we looked dangerous; Vicky Wilson's movement off
the ball and work rate were outstanding and she
Scored some great goals; Rachel Sissons was
Outstanding in every respect and is one of the most
talented players that the school has ever had. She
has the ability to literally run rings around the

—
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opposing defence and she scored numerous
fantastic goals.

Last, but by no means least, is Fiona Morgan.
Fiona played an absolutely crucial part in the first
Xl's season. She was extremely versatile -
dangerous going forward and totally solid in
defence. She will certainly be pushing for a regular
starting place in the team next season.

The girls had another very good season indeed,
losing only two games. Kirkham were Under 19
Lancashire Champions and British Aerospace
Lancashire Under 18 Champions. However, the
highlight of the season was undoubtedly our match
against Millfield School. As we walked out onto
their impressive double water based astro-turf
pitches, we didn't really know what to expect. How
would little Kirkham compare to the mighty Milifield?
(A team consisting of five internationals on the pitch
and two on the sideline). Our girls were fantastic -
the play was end to end, a really exciting game to
watch. With ten minutes to go the score was 0-0,
and we certainly had our chances. In the last few
minutes of the match we were very unlucky to
concede a couple of goals. Although we lost, the
score was irrelevant, we had proved that we could
compete against the best hockey school in the
country! This is something we really must aim to
build on next season.

At the moment the first XI are a very good team with
a number of great individuals. Next season the aim
is to develop a GREAT TEAM! Atask that | certainly
am looking forward to - | just hope that the girls,
many of them in their final year, are as eager as |
am to achieve it!

J Glover
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Second XI
P w D L
22 20 2 0

Once again, an excellent season for the team. As
ever the team faced the problem of providing a
consistently high standard of hockey to allow
players to develop into first X1 players. At this level
few schools or colleges are able to produce teams
which test KGS to the limit. Therefore a number of
fixtures have involved other schools' first Xl's.

As ever, Kirkham players produce a high standard
of play and are highly motivated. In particular the
following players from the Upper Sixth have ably led
the team - Emma Johnson, Phillipa Leeming and
Liz Rossall. They have worked hard at their game
and in leading the team as seniors have been
model players and set an excellent example at all
times. Valuable contributions were also made by
Rachel Blackley and Nicki Furber-Strino.

From the Lower Sixth, Becky Sharrocks was the
most improved player and made valuable
contributions, along with Helen Green, Nicky Hendy
and Jenna Rees.

The fifth form are a very talented year group and
have the potential to produce some very able
players in the future.

T Miller

Under 16 XI

Our girls performed extremely well in the
Lancashire Presidents Cup Competition - we

coasted through the first few rounds and the quarter

final. In the semi-final we competed against a
strong Mansfield High School team.
dominated the match and put constant pressure on
a very good Mansfield defence. We hit the post,
had the ball cleared off the line and even had a goal
disallowed. We did everything except put the ball in
the back of the net. This therefore meant the
dreaded penalty strokes! It was heartbreaking to
lose 5-4 after sudden death.

The under 16's were fantastic and they certainly did
the school proud. It is crucial that we learn from the
defeat and use the experience to develop into
stronger and more determined players.

Congratulations to all the under 16 squad, | am
really looking forward to coaching you all next
season.

J Glover

Under 15 Cup Team

Our girls .

It is always a very difficult year for our fifth year girls
when they are introduced to senior hockey. They
leave their constant and familiar surroundings of
playing with their own year group and are suddenly
faced with competing against thirty six other girls for
places in the first and second XI. That is why at
Kirkham Grammar, our fifth year girls play together
as a year group in the Lancashire Presidents Cup
Competition - it gives them an opportunity to play
together, occasionally, as a team.

This year our under 16's have been an absolute
pleasure to work with - hard working, enthusiastic
and always entertaining!! They represented what
school hockey should be about - a desire to win
combined with total enjoyment and fun!

AT

The under 15 girls have had a great season. They

got off to a great start by beating one of their main |

rivals, Stockport, 1-0 in a Saturday fixture. This |
gave the team the confidence they needed for the |
rest of the season. The squad went from strength |

to strength in Saturday matches and National cup |

matches. A great attack proved to be too good for | |

most oppositions. The midfield players were solid |

and battled hard and the defence worked superbly
as a team. The squad remain undefeated and

deserve all that they have worked for. | would like |

to thank all the squad members for their hard work
and dedication throughout the season. On behalf of
the members of the squad, |1 would like to thank all
the supporters who have followed and encouraged
us every week and above all | would like to thank

Miss Baxter for all her coaching and
encouragement.
Results
v Giggleswick Won 8-0
v Lady Manners Won 8-1
v Altrincham G.S Won 5-0
Quarter final v Greshams Won 6-1
Semi final v Millfield Drew 2-2 but lost 3-

2 on penalty strokes

Leanne Sharples,Captain

@
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| to Westinghouse Electric Company, the commercial nuclear business acquired by
BNFL in 1999, supplies nuclear fuel and reactor services to more than 100 nuclear
power stations world-wide.
did
the The fuel for these power stations is made under the Westinghouse brand at
nto Springfields in the UK, Columbia in the USA and Visteris in Sweden.
Springfields, near Preston, is a major contributor to the economic strength of the
am region through employment and links with local suppliers, with whom we spend
iext around £10 million each year.
We appreciate, though, that we owe much of our success to our local community
and readily acknowledge that we must put something back, which we are more than
happy to do.
— Each year we support a wide range of community events and organisations, sports
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Under 15 B Xl

The under 15 B team started off the season poorly,
then after two matches we began to find our feet
and got together as a team. In total we lost three
matches, drew four and won the rest.

We had an amazing left side with Helen and Aja
working as a pair, scoring over ten goals between
them. On the right side we had Lara and Katie, who
worked well, showing how capable they both were
as hockey players. Jessica, Rachel and Laura
were great defenders, stopping every ball they
could from getting near the goal. If any ball did get
through, we had Kirsty or Hannah to stop it. They
both played some great matches! In the centre, we
had Sally. She played extremely well and was one
of the key players in the team.

I would like to say congratulations and many thanks
to everybody in our team for their excellent hockey
and their determination to win.

Alex Wilkinson

Captain

Under 13 XI

A superb season for the whole of the under 13
hockey squad, both in terms of results and
commitment. The girls have been keen and
enthusiastic from the outset, their determined
attitude to succeed developing their hockey skills
considerably. Such development is being
recognised outside school, with Francine McNeela,
Emily Martin, Caroline Desborough, Liz Tomlinson
and Louise Lord selected to attend county
development sessions.

We were delighted to have Bryony Brown back with
us this term. She performed stupendously in goal,
soaking up the pressure time and time again, her
confidence increasing with every cry of "mine!".

The defence, ably led by captain Francine
McNeela, worked effectively to close down many
oppositions. Their determined tackling was
complemented by the midfield whose competent
and skilful performances allowed much open play
and many great passes forward. The destructive
forward line converted these passes smoothly into
goals on numerous occasions. The squad have

been tremendous fun to coach. | wish them every
success for the future. | am sure they will do very
well.

AS Fryer

Under 12 XI

The under 12's have experienced an excellent
season of hockey. The squad shows great potential
and is made up of a group of dedicated and
enthusiastic young ladies with a strong will to win.

Despite the appalling weather conditions in the
early part of the season, the A team has played 5
matches, winning each convincingly and scoring a
total of 52 goals and conceding only 2. This is a

wonderful achievement and credit to both the attack |
and defence. The B team has also played well ‘
throughout the season and has gained much

experience from the involvement in the under 13
Lancashire mini hockey tournament. Both our A
and B teams took part in this competition a year

young and all of the girls played very well showing |

composure on the pitch. Our A team battled hard to

beat St Julies High School under 13 A team in the |
semi-finals and was very unlucky to lose in the final. |
They must be commended, however, for becoming

the under 13 Lancashire mini hockey runners-up.

The squad has been a pleasure to coach this
season and | wish them every success in the 2001- |

2002 season.

The Under 12 Arnold Invitation

On Saturday 24th March the A team took part in
the annual Arnold invitation tournament, a full day
event in which 12 teams took part from around the
country. The girls battled hard and eventually
emerged as the winners of their section. They
were unfortunate to lose the semi final 1-0 to
Arnold A team, but everyone agreed that the
competition was a thoroughly enjoyable
experience.

J Tabb




GIRLS’ SPORT

2 Hockey Honours
Under 14 Lancashire Development
Jane Greenwood Katie Edgar Caroline Desborough Linzi Nicholas
Hannah Gledhill Elizabeth Tomlinson Rebecca Norman Emily Martin
Abby Hookey Louise Lord Milly Hookey Fran McNeela

Under 15 Lancashire

Leanne Sharples Lucy Martin Laura Martin
ant

ial Under 16 Lancashire

nd Kate Sannegadu Katie Gough

Under 18 Lancashire

he Rachel Sissons Eleanor Cairns Amy Twambley
15 Jane Meloy Lorna Sissons

K

i a North of England, Under 16

ick ©  Lorna Sissons Hannah Spacey

ell |

ch | North of England, Under 18
13 ‘ Rachel Sissons

:ar | Regional Hockey Academy

ng = Rachel Sissons Lorna Sissons Hannah Spacey

to

he |

al.

ng ! Estate Office, Orders Lane
B Kirkham, PRESTON
. Lancashire PR4 2TZ
N Telephone: (01772) 685405  Fax: (01772) 685670

hi [ N web: http://www.progbusinesspark.freeserve.co.uk

)13 ’ 5 e-mail: Progress@progbusinesspark.freeserve.co.uk

II -Why struggle with traffic delays when trying to reach your business?
S = E * Do you want quick and easy access to Blackpool.and the Fyk;le Coast, as well as being within 20 minutes of Preston?

* Do you need to be within 5 minutes of the M55 and the motorway system?
* Do you travel by train and would benefit from being close to a railway station?

Then moving your business to PROGRESS BUSINESS PARK at Kirkham is the answer,

Progress Business Park is just off the A583, the Preston to Blackpool trunk road, and within 5 minutes of the M55, 3
minutes from Kirkham railway station. Kirkham is a busy market town and the centre of banking for the area.

el
(¢

Progress Business Park is a privately-owned established business park offering industrial/warehouse and office units ranging
from 754 ft2 to 8900 2 [71 m9-833m9]. Leases are flexible, units have 24 hour access, free parking and there are CCTV
cameras on site.

For example, 1234 #2 [115 m2] unit, with 11'4" sliding door, 3-phase electricity, for a rent of under £86 per week.

Warehouse/Industrial and.

LI S T Y

Office units to let ' www.progbusinesspark.freeserve.co.uk
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SUMMER SPORT

The Kirkham girls never cease to amaze me! They
have this incredible desire to compete successfully
all year round!

Our athletes have been absolutely superb and |
have been extremely proud of them all. We have
regularly had 70 girls out training in all weathers.
The determined attitudes displayed and the positive
atmosphere have been first class. It has been a real
pleasure to spend so much time with them.

Similarly our tennis players have been equally
superb! Every year group has played Saturday
fixtures - and have won the majority. In addition we
have once again dominated the tennis leagues and
county tournaments.

| feel extremely proud of the achievements of our!
girls - we have developed into a school that!
produces sporting excellence all year round!

The sporting success at KGS is a team effort. The
relationships and mutual trust and respect shown:
by both staff and girls enable girls' sport to flourish. :

ATHLETICS

Our first, second, third and fourth year teams have

competed in seven athletics matches this season.
The girls have given absolutely everything this term
both in training and matches and have won 24 out
of the 28 competitions - an excellent achievement.

TSB National Athletics Championships

On May 15, KGS fielded a Junior and an Inter
Athletics team in the county round of this national
event. Our girls performed extremely well in both
age groups, in fact our Inter-girls won with a score
of 329 points to become Lancashire Champions.

On Tuesday, June 12, our Inter-girls competed in
the TSB North final at Robin Park, Wigan. The team
consisted of a squad of 13 girls, one of which was a
reserve. The twelve athletes from each school had
to compete in one track event and one field event,
and unlike normal events, positions were irrelevant.
Points were awarded for the times and distances
achieved.

The Kirkham girls, though nervous, were in good
spirits and were eager to strive for personal bests in
their events. During the competition our girls
performed to the best of their abilities on the day -
some achieved personal bests, . others were
extremely close.

As the competition progressed, we did not realise
how close the scores actually were. Kirkham had a
great day and we increased our points from 329 in
the Lancashire round to 353 in the North final. With
this excellent score, we finished as runners-up.

Congratulations to Captain Laura Martin, Leanne §
Sharples, Claire Taylor, Katie Mellor, Antonia;
Ascroft, Abby and Milly Hookey, Lucy Martin, Jane!
Greenwood, Linzi Nicholas, Katie Edgar, Sally:
Rotherham, Aja Hall, Lorna Sissons.

Fylde Coast Athletics Championships i

On Tuesday, July 3, our girls competed in the §
annual Fylde Coast Athletics Championships at &
Stanley Park. The team spirit, effort and &
determination was first class, in fact it typified the

season's atmosphere. "

During the event our girls gave 100%. All of our §
girls got through their heats and qualified for the
afternoon finals. Throughout the day, many of the
our girls won their events or finished in the first §
three. Personal bests were beaten and targets
were reached. .

Towards the very end of the competition, points |
were very close in some of the age groups. In fact, |
our fourth year girls were half a point behind Lytham |
with just the relay to run.

The final results were once again excellent. Our
first years were runners-up; the second years were
runners up; our third years were champions and
won by more than 100 points; our fourth years were
runners up by just half a point. For the fourth year
running, Kirkham Grammar School were the overall
Champions - a superb achievement!

| would like to thank our girls for the tremendous
effort that they have given, both in training and in

I?_SI
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CANALSIDE
ST MICHAELS ROAD
BILSBORROW PRESTON
Tel: 01995 640010/640020
Fax: 01995 640141
email: guyshamlet@aol.com

Imagine a canalside hamlet of thatched roofed
buildings and you're thinking Guy's Thatched Hamlet,
just off the A6 at Bilsborrow near Preston. You will find
Guy's Eating Establisment restaurant and pizzeria

" nestling near to the atmospheric ‘Owd Nell's Tavern,

Guy's Lodgings and Schoolhouse Square with its
clutch of craft shops. Pop in for a drink, a meal or just

--a snack. Try the champagne weekend for two, two

‘nights from £135 which come with Champagne and
chocolates as well as breakfast and £20 towards the

Call in and see us soon - A warm welcome awaits you

cost of an evening meal. Don’t want to drive home
after a meal and a drink? En suite rooms here cost as’
little as £42.75 per room or choose one with spa bath
from £54.00 for extra indulgence. Family owned and
run by the wilkinson family for 20 years - this is a
venue which even has its own thatched cricket
pavilion and all weather pitch and offers crown green 5= e
bowling with Boddingtons Pavilion for hire. Sasn e :

Conference facilities, meeting and private function —|[<= T0 3‘“"900" _MS5 |32

S

rooms are also available. Ask for details at reception.

69 Station Road, Kirkham
_Preston PR4 ZHD

Tel: 01772 515090
Fax: 01772 515091

Open Monday - Saturday =~
9 - 5.30pm :

-Late night Thursday
- open until 7.30pm

Appointments advisable

Designer Gowns by:
The Couture Company
Sassi Holford
Allison Blake
Endrius
‘Rena Koh
The Design Room
One & Only
Hayley ]
Buttercup Couture
and many more . . . ...

{

Attendants by:
Watters & Watters
Jim Hjelm
Olive
also available

Extensive range of
accessories

I_ZZI
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matches, | am extremely proud of them all! May |
also take this opportunity to thank all those staff and
students who helped me with the efficient running of
our home athletic matches. Special mention must
be given to Mr. Fred Sayer - his constant help and
support have been very much appreciated!! Thank
you to all those parents who supported throughout
the term.

Finally, | would like to thank Linda Baxter, Syl
Sampey and Aled Trenhaile for their tremendous
support and expert coaching throughout the term.
Without this superb staff teamwork, our girls would
be unable to achieve these excellent resulits.

J Glover

Lancashire Schools’ Athletics
Championships

On Saturday, June 9, the following KGS girls were
selected to represent South Fylde in the Lancashire
Schools Athletics Championships at Stanley Park:

Jane Greenwood (800m), Linzi Nicholas (800m),
Leanne Sharples (1500m), Laura Martin (Long -
Jump), Abby and Milly Hookey (High Jump),
Antonia Ascroft (Shot), Katie Mellor (Shot), Claire
Taylor (Discus), Katie Edgar (Discus), Penny
Maughan (Discus), Lucy Martin (Javelin), Alex
Wilkinson (High Jump).

Indeed, all of our girls performed extremely well.
Special mention must be given to:

Laura Martin - First in the inter Long Jump

Lucy Martin - First in the junior Javelin

Abby Hookey - Third in the junior High Jump
Antonia Ascroft - Third in the inter Shot

Alex Wilkinson - Second in the inter High Jump

English Schools' Athletics

Congratulations must be given to Lucy Martin who
was selected to represent Lancashire in the English
Schools' Athletics Championships in Exeter on July
6 and 7, 2001. This was an absolutely fantastic
achievement - we are extremely proud of her!

* Visit our website for discounts: www._kirkhamsportsuk.co.uk »

Visit our website for discounts: www.kirkhamsportsuk.co.uk = Visit our website for discounts: www.kirkhamsportsuk.co.uk

TRADITIONAL SPORTS STOCKISTS

Rugby Boots e Football Boots ¢ Astro Turf ¢ Running Spikes ® Running
Shoes ¢ Hockey Sticks ¢ Clothing ® Equipment ¢ Swimwear
Cricket Wear ¢ Bats ¢ Footwear
Rackets: Tennis ¢ Squash ¢ Badminton ® Trophies

Adidas, Reebok, Fila, Nike, Dunlop/Slazenger, Gunn & Moore,
Speedo, Maru, Kappa

Visit our website for discounts:
www.kirkhamsporisuk.co.uk

Visit our website for discounts: www.kirkhamsportsuk.co.uk ¢ Visit our website for discounts: www.kirkhamsportsuk.co.u

38 POVLTON STREET
KIRKHAM
PR4 2AH
LANCASHIRE
Tel: 01772 683883
Fax: 01772 681256
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TENNIS

After experiencing such a successful season of
girls' tennis last year, | was initially a litle unsure if
last year's achievements could be improved upon.
The girls, however, have excelled themselves and
played superbly to achieve the best set of results to
date. The standard of tennis played has been
exceptionally high and the girls have been an
absolute delight to watch and coach.

Under 13 and Under 15 Tennis Leagues

The under 13's and under 15's Lancashire league
matches have once again been very successful and
some high standard tennis has been experienced.
The under 13 team, consisting of Jo Jackson,
Louise Lord, Amy Dupres and Susie Leyland played
some excellent tennis to become group runners up,
only narrowly missing out on a place in the semi-
finals. The under 15 team, consisting of Jane
Jackson, Jane Greenwood, Jenny Dewhurst, Lorna
Sissons and Sally Rotheram played consistently
well through the group stage, conceding only a
handful of games. The girls won their group and
easily defeated Westholme B team in the semi
finals. The finals, which were against Westholme A
team, were played at Westholme School on
Wednesday 4th July. It was an extremenly hot
evening and the girls played brilliantly to emerge as
county champions.

Tennis Tournaments

What an amazing set of results!

The Lancashire under 19's Singles Tournament,
which is annually held at KGS was a thoroughly
enjoyable event and the standard of tennis was
extremely high. Sarah Briggs played steadily
tr}r_Oughout the group stage and experienced a nail
biting final, consisting of 3 match points. The final
was eventually decided through a tie break game,
with Sarah eventually emerging as the under 19's
County Champion. .

The Lancashire under 13's Tournament, which is
also held annually at KGS, was a gripping event.
Jane Jackson and Jenny Dewhurst, who was a year
young for this event, represented the school and

€asily made it through their group stages to the
e ——e

GIRLS’ SPORT

semi-finals. As was hoped, it was an all Kirkham
final, and after an exciting match, Jenny Dewhurst
finally emerged as the under 13's County
Champion.

The under 15 Doubles Tournament was also
dominated by K.G.S players. We entered two
couples, Lorna Sissons and Sally Rotheram, who
played very well against some strong opposition,
and Jane Jackson and Jenny Dewhurst who battled
hard to emerge as under 15 County Champions.

Under 14 County Knockout Competition

After winning this competition last year, the
pressure was on to retain the title. The team,
consisting of Jane Jackson, Jane Greenwood,
Jenny Dewhurst, Lorna Sissons and Sally
Rotheram beat Queen Mary School in the first
round, Parklands High School in the quarter finals
and Bury Grammar School in the semi-finals. The
final, which was played at Robin Park Tennis centre
on Wednesday 27th June, was a very exciting
event and Kirkham emerged as the tournament
winners for the second year running.

Friendly Fixtures

This season it has become extremely hard to
organise Saturday fixtures. Although at KGS we
see this ‘as an opportunity to play other girls who
may not have initially made it into the Saturday
teams, many schools have cancelled matches with
us at the last minute. This has unfortunately made
our Saturday fixture list a little smaller than in past
years. That apart, fixtures have been played against
Lancaster, Arnold, Westholme and Queen Mary
School, Lytham. The under 13's squad has won 3
and lost 1. The under 14 squad has won 1 and lost
3. The under 15's squad has won 2 and lost 1, and
the seniors have played 2 matches, winning them
both. The under 12's squad has made exceptional
progress throughout the season, beating Arnoid
and Queen Mary 6 - 3.

I would personally like to congratulate all of the girls
on their excellent performances throughout the
season. They have been a delight to coach and a
credit to their school.

J Tabb

i | i



The Under 15 hockey squad
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The Under 14 rugby squad
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The Under 16 athletics team
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ATHLETICS

The athletics teams have enjoyed a busy and
successful term so far with additional fixtures being
introduced to include two Saturday matches, both in
Liverpool. In the first of these, against St. Edward's
College, we had comprehensive victories in all four
age groups, and at the second fixture against St.
Anselm's, who were finalists in last year's National
TSB Championships, our third and fourth year boys
inflicted on them their first defeat on their home
ground.

The season opened with victories for first, second
and third year teams against Queen Elizabeth GS,
with the fourth year match ending in a tie. Our third
and fourth year teams then went on to have
comfortable victories over King Edward VIl School
and later on to beat Arnold School in both age
groups.

On a regional level, our under 14 and under 16
teams competed against seven other schools in the

English Schools AA Cup and we finished a close

runner-up in both age groups to a very powerfuy:

Hutton GS.

Individually, we had twelve boys selected for the
Blackpool South team to compete in the Lancashire

Schools Championships. Chris Briers achieved an

excellent double by winning the Senior Boys 400m
hurdles and the 400m, and Richard Newton won
the Junior Boys 1500m. Richard, who earlier in the
term had come second in both the 1500m and

800m in the Lancashire County Championships,

was rewarded for his consistency by being selected

for the Lancashire team to compete in the English

Schools' Championships at Exeter in July.

Once again, the School enjoyed tremendous

success in the Fylde Coast Championships. Our
first and second year teams finished in second
place and our third and fourth year teams were
victorious. All of this meant that KGS finished in first

place overall and we retained our position as

champions.

Osteopathy & Physiotherapy

G. H Sowerbulls

F.L.C.S.P (Phys.)

Clinic
Wyngate House, Freckleton Road, Kirkham
Telephone: Kirkham 683532
Mobile 07774 633503
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CRICKET

Seniors

BOYS’ SPORT
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In a season that was surely to be affected by the
summer exams, it was important to play as many
games as possible early after Easter. Luckily this
was achieved with a game against King Edward
and Queen Mary, Lytham and a short tour to the Isle

of Man.

The team played poorly against a strong King
Edward and Queen Mary School and lost by 87
runs. On the Isle of Man the first X| defeated the
'Hotel Management School' by a narrow 13 runs
(Parker 61, Hopton 3 for 13, Parker 3 for 13); and
then drew with King William's College in an all day
game with Parker scoring an admirable 145 in
Kirkham's innings of 208 for 8 declared. King
William's College could not match this - scoring 97
for 5in return. The team then defeated Habergham
High School by 5 wickets (Baer 35 not out) to end
the first phase of the season in reasonable style.

However, the under 17 Cup side was beaten
convincingly by a strong Lancaster Grammar side
in the Lancashire Cup during the exam period. A
makeshift first XI played at Hutton Grammar School
in a 40 overs per innings game and scored a
tremendous 289 (Ashton 53, Parker 85, Briers 66

- off 16 balls!). In return, Hutton came back with a

fighting 249 but could not reach Kirkham's total.

In the last part of the season, the first Xl lost in a
closely contested game against King Edward and
Queen Mary School (P Ashton 85) and then drew
against Queen Elizabeth School, Blackburn, in an
all day game (QEGS 261 for 9 declared, KGS 192
for 6). The highlight of this game was a splendid 98
not out from Bradley Hamilton. There have been
Some excellent performances from some of the

| Younger players recently. With hard work, these

Players wili progress next year and contribute to the

making of a competitive first XI.

Under 15 Xi
P W L
4 1 3

The under 15 season has been affected by the
weather. Two important games against King
Edward and Queen Mary School and Arnold had to
be cancelled. In their first game, Kirkham defeated
Hutton in a match which was probably too close for
comfort. The side then lost to St. Bede's, Lytham,
in the Lancashire Cup and lost again to Queen
Elizabeth Grammar School, Blackburn having
posted a reasonable performance. In their last
match of the season the side lost to Bury GS.

The under 15 XI| has been well led by Peter Reeh
and there are some talented players. They should
do well in senior cricket if they continue to work hard
at their game.

Under 14 Xl

The team seem to make a habit of losing close
matches in the last over of the game. With a little
more concentration a number of these defeats
could have easily been turned into victories.

The team has struggled to post a commanding
score in most matches, with a weak tail not
contributing much to the team total. In a team of
bowlers, special mention should go to Matthew
Arkwright and Marcus Jackson who have bowled
consistently well over the season. Batting has been
more taxing, although Michael Le Breton has
impressed towards the end of the season,
especially in his innings of 33 against QEGS. | am
sure that captain Luke Dickinson has learned a lot
about the art of captaincy and we thank him for his
efforts.

I am pleased to report that the team's fielding has
really improved this season, thanks to a lot of hard
work in training. This year's most improved player,
Alex Tudge, has fielded bravely throughout a
difficult season. The team has also benefited from
the tireless chasing in the field of Andrew Crook.

On a positive note it has been pleasing to note that
our fans have resisted running onto the pitch,
especially with such tense finishes to most
matches!
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B SWIM COMPLEX
M AEROBIC AND DANCE

WEIGHT GYMNASIUM
M SQUASH W TENNIS W

Wrea Green.
Tel: 01772 682000

1f improving your lifestyle feels like an uphill

N CARDIOVASCULAR AND FREE

® FUN TOWER B CRECHE
¥ BISTRO & FUNCTION ROOM
B 9HOLEPAR 3 GOLF COURSE

Ribby Hall Holiday Village,

battles P O R T 2 O O O
= At Sport 2000 we understand ¢an hdp

=< your leisure and family time are vitally
important to ensure a happy and healthy
life-style. We have developed a facility incorporating BUPAA E@E’
the latest range of equipment to improve your health ool PR
and well being including: Ty

CLUB

.....

Leisure Club Opening Times:

Monday to Friday 7am - 10pm
(Early Bird Tuesday & Thursday 6.30am)
Saturday & Sunday 9am - 9pm

(Pool to be vacated 30 mins befare close)

STUDIO

BADMINTON | 3 .
Why not organise your childrens

party at Sport 2000 and let them
enjoy a great time in our Swim

Complex and supervised Fun Tower.
W & G Harrison T/A Sport 2000:

To book or for more information please call
Sport 2000 on 01772 682000

Bookshop
Computerised Book
Ordering Service

Cards
& Giftwrap

Gifts

61 Poulton Street, Kirkham PR4 2AJ

Tel: 01772 683444 Award Winning
SilverDell opened with a flourish in June 2000, giving away over Ice Cream
3000 cones on our opening day. We are now firmly established

and are often described as the ‘focal point of Kirkham high Pa I‘IOU{‘
street.” Customers come a long way for our friendly and personal
but effective service, while many local people call in every day. .
“If it is the only thing you ever do, you must have one of these O3
ice-creams” - such are the compliments received daily at
SilverDell. All our luxury ice-cream is made on the premises by
Elaine, who can be seen at work in our dairy through the viewing e
window. She uses only top-quality ingredients, many imported (/Off €c ShOp
from Italy, to create such diverse flavours as the divine Kirkham
Krunch, Wimbledon, Midnight Mint, Lemon Meringue, Ginger,
Double Chocolate and the infamous Bubblegum Gunk! Try a
cappuccino or hot chocolate with marshmallows or a pot of tea |
and a piece of cake or a warm scone with jam.
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Equally impressive is the book side of the shop, with thousands

of titles in stock. 500,000+ others can be ordered by computer, Hal}dl}1ade
usually for next day collection, exceeding the service offered by Luxurv
most major bookstores. Handmade Belgian-style chocolates and [ i >
unusval greetings cards add to the choice and colour of this ChOCOl ates

delightful and distinctive shop.
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Under 12 XI

The season began in fine style with a sensational
away win at Lancaster RGS by seven wickets. The
batting of D. Bell (77) and R. Sissons (65 not out)
augured well for the season. Further wins over King
Edwards and Queen Mary by eight wickets brought
more runs for D. Bell (31) and R. Sissons (23 not
out). A fine victory then ensued against Arnold by
thirty-two runs, thanks again to D. Bell (41) and R.
Sissons (27). The wicket keeping in this match of R.
Sissons, with four stumpings and two catches, was
no mean achievement for a first form pupil. A further
victory over QEGS, Blackburn, by seven wickets
thanks to R. Sissons (56 not out), emphasised a
good season.

Summer exams affected the rhythm of weekly
practice and match fixtures. Defeats at the hands of
a powerful Hutton and Bury Grammar School could
have been avoided with a little extra depth in the
batting ranks. Against Lancaster in the Cup game
we lost, partly because restrictions prevent
batsmen from reaching large scores.

BOYS’ SPORT

The team's success revolves around Darren Bell
and Robert Sissons, two outstanding players who
both came through our Junior School. The
enthusiasm of Mark Ashworth, Michael Walker and
Jonathan Knowles should ensure a healthy squad
as the team develops year on year.

Robert Sissons has the added distinction of being
selected for Lancashire wunder 12's as
Captain/Wicket Keeper, whilst Darren Bell is likely
to appear in the team during forthcoming fixtures.
We wish them both well.

S Painter

of building Exce ence

AISE =

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
JOINERY MANUFACTURERS

R.P. TYSON
CONSTRUCTION LTD

No. I, MITCHAM ROAD, BLACKPOOL, FY4 4QN
Telephone: 01253 696800
Fax: 01253 696801

constructionline
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BOYS' SPORT R

RUGBY

First XV

P w F A
10 10 440 47

It was felt before the start of the season that the
strength of the team would be in the three- quarters
with the forwards being an unknown quantity. Five
three-quarters, four of whom were County players,
were returning from last season's team whilst only
three forwards returned who had played five games
or more, two of whom were County players. It was
sad that Joe Thompson who had played for the 1st
XV for the previous two seasons had injured himself
whilst summer training and could not play one
game.

Many players returned in sound condition but a few
ruled themselves out of contention by not attending
to their personal conditioning over the summer
months. Players may cope to a degree by not
attending to personal conditioning in the junior sides
but it is imperative that once players reach the
senior part of the school that they attend to personal
conditioning in any sport, not just rugby. It is an
integral part of their development and without it no
sportsman will reach anywhere near his potential.

There were two tough games to start the season but
the next two games seemed to be an anti- climax to
the players and the two worst performances of the
season ensued.

It was explained that this could not continue and
from the next match onwards the team played some
exhilarating rugby. The pack never completely
dominated possession but the possession providers
released the ball often at the correct time. Correct
use of the ball by players staying on their feet to
produce a greater range of options in contact,
passing into space before contact, running, correct
angles and from depth, timing passes, hitting
outside shoulders, playing with patience whiist
gaining momentum, and having a strong defence,
are more important than merely gaining a lot of
possession and thinking that 'forwards win matches’
alone.

The team had a committed attitude to rugby football
both in training and playing and anyone who
watched it enjoyed its performance. Many players
developed considerably during the season, nine

players playing for Lancashire 18 Group, six for the
North, one for Scottish Exiles and six for varying
England U19 and 18 Group sides. They were an
example to all of how players can develop if they
commit themselves to realising their potential and
gaining enjoyment and satisfaction.

Particular mention must be given to the captain,
Matthew Parr, who was selected to play for England

. U19 in the FIFA World Championships in Chile, the:

only school player not attached to a club, and vice-!
captain, Richard Wigglesworth who, on recovering
from glandular fever, captained the England
January team to success in the International
Festival, despite playing out of position and kicking’
the goals. He rarely kicked goals for KGS because
of the outstanding abilities of Daniel Howells.

The final third of the season was devoted to 7-a-
side and 10-a-side rugby. It was very disappointing
that, after training so hard, the foot and mouth:
epidemic and wet weather lead to the Birkenhead
School 7's; Rosslyn Park 7's, Hereford 7's and the;
Sedbergh 10’s being cancelled. Nevertheless, KGS:
won the Fylde RUFC 7's with a depleted side for the!
first time and narrowly lost in an exciting final at!
Birkenhead Park. :

The best performances in an outstanding season;
were against Sedbergh, Adams GS, Lancaster RGS|
and Arnold where a severely depleted side took the
field. '

Daniel Howells, who was a consistently outstanding
full back, Andrew Perry, until his 19th birthday, Chris |
Briers, Stuart Blackburn, who both developed:
greatly, the former gaining an international cap, and §
James Mahon were a lethal back five combination. §
Warren Spragg and Richard Wigglesworth were §
outstanding half backs, backed up well by Jamie §
Albinson and Paul McNamee. Warren preferred to &
play at fly half but gained a cap at outside centre. |

The front row of Daniel Tolley, Andrew Kyriacou and |
Alex Loney backed up by Mark Hanson developed

into an outstanding unit both in set piece play and in

general play. Andrew Kyriacou and Alex Loney fully |
earned their England caps. Andrew played flanker l
last season and Alex has effectively only played |
prop this season being injured for most of last |
season. '

Simon Gray, John Bowden. and John Harrison
contested the two lock forward positions and

IB_GJ
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improved well. In the back row, the captain Matthew

Parr was consistently outstanding, Nick Benson
improved greatly during the season whilst Simon
Jude played all games at open side flanker in his
debut season.

The captain, Matthew Parr, and vice-captain, i
Richard Wigglesworth, have been consistently
outstanding in the lead set both on and off the pitch.
They have set the highest of standards both in
personal performance and the standards expected
of the players.

| wish to thank our sponsors, West Point Financial
Services, Magic 4 Wireless Software Development
and Equifax plc Credit Reference Agency, Decision
Services & IT for supporting the team with playing
and training clothing, and Mr George Sowerbutts,
Osteopath, for his expertise.

Finally, | wish to thank Mr Trenhaile for his
outstanding contribution both on and off the pitch
and Mr Browning for his outstanding effort in
organisational work and coaching the 2nd XV which
is part of the 1st XV, both giving the level of
commitment which no one has a right to expect.
TOP SCORERS

Daniel Howells 115 points

Chris Briers 61 points

Richard Wigglesworth 42 points

Stuart Blackburn 40 points

Warren Spragg 40 points

Andrew Perry 30 points

Andrew Kyriacou 25 points

RESULTS

vV Manchester GS w 24-7

v Sedbergh w 22-11

Vv KE VIl Lytham wW 30-3

v St Anslems College W 33-8

vV Adams GS W 68-10

V Lancaster RGS w 28-0

Vv Ellesmere College w 57-3

v Birkenhead w 66-0

v Cowley HS W 66-5

vV Arnold W 45-0

FYLDE RUFC 7's

Winners

NORTH OF ENGLAND 7's

a@ BIRKENHEAD PARK RUFC

Finalists
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BOYS’ SPORT

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS

Lancashire U21
Andrew Perry

Lancashire 18 Group

Chris Briers, Daniel Howells, Andrew Kyriacou,
Alex Loney, Matthew Parr, Paul McNamee,
Warren Spragg, Richard Wigglesworth,

Mark Hanson

4 Nations Select & Scottish Exiles 18 Group
Paul McNamee

North of England 18 Group
Chris Briers,Daniel Howells, Andrew Kyriacou,
Alex Loney, Warren Spragg, Richard Wigglesworth

England U19
Matthew Parr

England U18 January XV
Chris Briers, Richard Wigglesworth (Captain)

September XV
Andrew Kyriacou, Alex Loney, Warren Spragg

England Schools 18 Group Tour to Canada,
New Zealand & Australia

Andrew Kyriacou, Alex Loney, Matthew Parr,
Warren Spragg, Richard Wigglesworth

COLOURS

Full

M Parr, A Perry, W Spragg, R Wigglesworth,
S Blackburn, C Briers, D Howells, A Kyriacou,
A Loney

Half
N Benson, S Gray, J Mahon, P McNamee,
D Tolley

OLD KIRKHAMIANS' SUCCESSES

Ben Davis - South West U21 squad

Jonathan Roddam - England U21 squad

Alex Sanderson - England, England 'A’' XV, England
7's, Sale RFC Captain

Patrick Sanderson - England, England 'A’' XV

B Gornali

. =7




BOYS’ SPORT

Second XV

P W D L F A
9 5 0 4 271 198

The season 2000-2001 proved to be a frustrating
season for the second fifteen. It started with a long
injury list after pre-season training, was badly
affected by the weather and ended with a depleted
team, due to a large number of first fifteen players
being called away to divisional games. The number
of games played over the season was by far the
least played by a second fifteen for over fifteen
seasons, not even reaching double figures. How
annoying it is to train in dreadful conditions
throughout the week and then find the game at the
weekend cancelled.

Due to the injuries picked up in pre-season training,
the season started with a very young and
inexperienced team, with ten fifth formers in it,
facing a talented Manchester Grammar School
side. Not surprisingly, a defeat was the result,
though the players could not be faulted for their
attitude and effort. Although returning players
strengthened the back line at Sedbergh, the
forwards still lacked experience and could not
supply the backs with enough ball. However, they
fought well and made Sedbergh work hard for their
victory.

The side was further strengthened at King Edwards
and the inexperienced were rapidly gaining
experience. However, it took until the second half
for the team to really start playing decent rugby and,
unfortunately, by then the game had been lost.
Finally, the team clicked at St. Anselm’s and won
comfortably. This was followed by victories at
Adams Grammar School and Ellesmere College,
both new to the fixture list. The first home game of
the season, played in December after the bad
weather had taken its toll, brought another
comfortable win against Birkenhead. After beating
Cowley in the New Year, the season ended with a
defeat at the hands of Arnold. It was not totally
unexpected, as promotions to the first team, to
cover players away playing for the North, injuries
and illness meant that a number of players who had
effectively 'retired’ from rugby had to be called in to
play. Everybody gave of their best and the final
score did not really do justice to their efforts.

Marshall Margraves proved to be the try scoring
sensation of the year, with nine tries in five games,

including four against Birkenhead. Jonathan Swift
again scored seven ftries (three against
Birkenhead), Adam Parker scored six (three at St.
Anselms), with Adam Rudd (four at Ellesmere) and
George Leeming each contributing five. Half the
tries were converted, with the major contributions
coming from Paul McNamee. Although the players
mentioned above have been highlighted for their
scoring exploits, one must not lose sight of the fact
that rugby is a fifteen man game. They would not
have been in such positions if it had not been for the
efforts of the unselfish and hard working players
around them.

It would be fair to say that progress was made after
an unfortunate start and it is pleasing, overall, to
report that the team won more matches than it lost,
with a positive points difference. While this progress
has been due to the efforts of the players, it has
also, in no small way, been due to the coaching of
Mr. Gornall and Mr. Trenhaile. Without them the
second fifteen would not be as successful as it has
been over the past few years. Hopefully, next
season will start off with fewer injuries and the
weather will be kind to us, so that we can fulfil all the
fixtures, and a successful season can be reported.

Under 15 XV

A Team P W T D
11 4 6 1

The under 15 squad had mixed fortunes during the
season. Well deserved, hard fought wins were
counterbalanced by heavy defeats by much
stronger opposition. Unfortunately, a number of
fixtures had to be cancelled due to the poor weather
prevalent throughout the winter.

The season was curtailed even further by the
cancellation of all the sevens competitions in the
programme. This was a shame because the squad
had prepared well in advance of these events.

However, the tour of Italy during the Easter break
was a huge success and more than made up for the
disappointments of the season. Staying in the Lido
di Jesolo area, near Venice, the squad enjoyed the
benefits of a great location for relaxation and
competitive rugby within driving distance.

The team played tremendously well in all their
games and two wins out of three was a great
achievement. In the defeat, the side was

E‘
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out-gunned by a much bigger, physical side but our
victories were carved out with great organisation
and commitment from all players.

Well done to all concerned and good luck to all the
squad who now move on to the challenges and
demands of senior rugby at Kirkham.

M Whalley
Under 14 XV
P w L
13 7 6

After a slow start to the season, the under 14's
settled into a winning run, convincingly beating King
Edward's, St Anselm's, Adams Grammar School, St
Peter and Paul and Ellesmere College by their
highest ever score, 80 points to nil. It was in this
game that Kirkham started to play a modern style of
rugby with the forwards and backs interchanging
positions very effectively.

BOYS’ SPORT

In the spring term the team continued to make good
progress despite the cancellations of matches due
to the weather and the foot and mouth crisis. They
beat Arnold in one the best performances of the
season, 28 points to 17, and Morecambe High
School in a close fought 17 points to 12 victory.

| would like to thank all the boys who turned out for
training on the cold and wet winter nights and
especially Antony Waring who has led the team by
example and was well supported by Tom Armer,
Mohammed Ati, Michael Le Breton and Ephraim
Mwenda.

The under 14 B team had victories against King
Edward's, QEGS Blackburn and Arnold and are a
major factor in helping with the development of the
whole squad. It provided, in Andrew Fulton, the
most improved player of the year, with Thomas
Brodie and James Leckie winning this award for the
A team.

A B Rollins

4
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Independent Financial Advisers

Derby House, Lytham Road, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 8JF
Tel: 01772 718817 Fax: 01772 718821

Call us now for independent advice on Insurance,
Investments, Taxation, Pensions, Mortgages,
Commercial Funding.

For a free consultation, contact Gillian Rhodes

Directors:
J. Ferns, D. W. Sorrell
D. E Harrison

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it

Regulated by the
Personal Investment
Authority
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Under 12 XV Hutton Grammar School. They defeated Hutton j
a closely contested match, drew with Prestop
Grasshoppers and defeated Tarleton RFC to remain
A Team P w L D unbeaten in the competition. Although there wereg
7 no winners in this event, the squad members gaineg
valuable experience throughout the morning.

—
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B Team P w
This season's success in a curtailed programme

bodes well for next year. If the boys continue tg
improve, through hard work and enthusiasm, they

The under 12 squad has continued to make  should do well.
excellent progress throughout the season. They

have continued to train hard and are a pleasure to

coach. They have lots of ability and | am sure they M Whalley

will continue to make rapid progress next season.

w
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The season finished very well for the squad. The
sevens squad won the Wirral Grammar School 7's
against strong opposition from all over the North
West. The full squad then went on to play
tremendously well in a tournament organised at

1
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snackhouse uk 2

i St George’s Park snackhouse
Kirkham uk
Preston
PR4 2DW

It takes.....
500 million packs a year

40,000 tonnes of potatoes
215,000 machine hours

to produce the 4th largest range

of crisps and snacks in the country

A MENACING FACT!

A football field full of potatoes ‘
would only last | hour on a it
busy day producing crisps
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o HALE & CO

STOCKBROKERS
ESTABLISHED 1897
Stock and Share Dealing
Portfolio Management
PEPs & ISAs
&
Traded Options
Unit Trusts
Whether you rely upon us to manage your portfolio or
simply to execute your investment transactions, we remain
dedicated to providing a personal and professional service.
8-10 Springfield Road, Blackpool FY1 1QN
Telephone: 01253 621575 Fax: 01253 293511
e-mail: info @ hargreave-hale.co.uk
Branch Offices at: London, Catrlisle, Bangor, Preston, Bolton
Member of The London Stock Exchange & A.P.C.I.M.S. Regulated by the Securities and Futures Authority
Hargreave Hale & Co. is the trading name of Hargreave Hale Limited which is incorporated in England &
Wales. Company Number 3146580
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SCHOOL VISITS

PARIS EURODISNEY

Monday, April 2

We met at school in the early morning for our
journey to France. The coach journey was long, but
bright moments were provided by our friendly
coach driver ‘Uncle’ Dave. Eventually, we reached
our hotel and enjoyed some typical French food -
burger and chips.

Tuesday, April 3

The first day of our holiday and we set off into Paris
today and divided into groups: Mr Baron off to the
Louvre (briefly) and then shopping (more leisurely)
before getting caught up in a demonstration and
facing the French riot police; Mr Rushton to Notre
Dame, Pompidou Centre and, inevitably, shopping;
Mrs Cassidy in search of culture, but settling for a
leisurely morning in a café; Mrs Hayton and Miss
Oliver off to try and find a pavement artist who could
capture their beauty.

In the afternoon, we went to the Eiffel Tower and
walked to the second stage, although most of the
party took the lift to the top for a magnificent view of
the city. Then to the Arc de Triomphe and the
Champs Elysees with a highly informative
commentary by tour guide, Tom Russell, OKA.

Following an excellent evening meal, we headed to
Montmartre. More steps to climb, but it was well
worth it for the atmosphere and view. After some
free time for just soaking up the atmosphere,
browsing in the shops and for Mrs Hayton to get
another portrait done - this time it didn't look like
Quasimodo - we met up in the main square for a
drink in @ pavement café before having to return to
our hotel after a guided tour of some of the more
unusual sights of the city around the Moulin Rouge.

Wednesday, April 4

With the whole day at DisneyLand Paris ahead of
us, we set off in high spirits. All the main attractions
were visited - Thunder Mountain, Space Mountain,
Indiana Jones and Mr Baron's special favourite, It's
a Small World. Is it true that he managed to acquire
the sound track? After a long, enjoyable, but tiring

day, we headed home after the evening parade to.

pack for the journey home.

Thursday, April 5

Unfortunately, the planned boat ride had to be
cancelled because of the high water levels of the
river, so we were whisked off to the new big arch at
La Defense, at the heart of the new development in
Paris. It was an impressive end to the holiday.

The journey home followed, long and uneventful
and like most other coach journeys. We arrived
back late at night, exhausted after a hectic but
thoroughly enjoyable holiday.

Many thanks to the staff, Mrs Cassidy, Mrs Hayton,
Miss Oliver and Mr Baron, who gave up their time
after a busy term, to Tom Russell for his help and
informed commentary, and to Mr Rushton for
organising the trip.




Fun on the Tea Cups

m

Mr Baron was responsible
for discipline

All the girls had a good time




SCHOOL VISITS

GERMAN EXCHANGE

A small, apprehénsive party arrived at Frankfurt
Airport to be met by their German exchange
partners and whisked off to their homes to prepare
for school the following day. This was an early start,
first lesson at 7.50 and a shock to the English
system. Of course it was difficult to participate in
most lessons because of language difficulties, but
we did get an impression that lessons were very
much more relaxed than in England.

At the beginning of our stay we experienced bitterly
cold, miserable weather, but this did not affect our
first official outing to the Kubacher Kristallhohle -
the Crystal Caves - where after donning hard hats,
we explored one of Germany's best know cave
systems. This was followed by a visit to Weiberg,
one of the country's best known castles/stately
homes, where the thing which impressed most
people was the enormous bath and the fact that we
had to wear felt slippers to preserve the wooden
floors. The day was also made notable by the fact
that certain members of the party, looking for typical
German food (McDonalds!) managed to be late
after walking over two miles and then having to turn
back, realising time would be too short to eat.

The party enjoyed a morning shopping together in
Giessen on Friday, before we went our own way for
the weekend, when fortunately the weather
improved tremendously with the hottest days of the
year so far. Monday brought the second official|
outing to Frankfurt where the morning was spent at
the Natural History Museum followed by everyone's
favourite activity- shopping. The weather was once |
again glorious and many of the group enjoyed ice-
creams at one of the many open-air restaurants. In:
fact, eating ice-cream was a popular activity for all,
because the general meeting place in the evening
was the local ice-cream parlour in Linden. |

All too soon came Wednesday April 4th the day of
our return to England. Most good-byes were said
the night before, but there was an extraordinarily,
large send-off, as not only exchange partners and-
families gathered to say goodbye, but many
classmates were there also. Everyone had
surprised themselves. The German Exchange was
a real character-building experience. Everyone!
discovered qualities they never knew they had.

Gary Long, Jenna Lodge, Louise Robinson

Transport Limited

ORCHARD DENE,
172 KIRKHAM ROAD
FRECKLETON, PRESTON PR4 1HU
Telephone: Freckleton (01772) 635147

Fax. No: (01772) 672920
Transport Office: (01772) 681916
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SKI TRIP

The spring half term holiday in February 2001 saw
a party of some 40 intrepid skiers depart from KGS
and head off towards the French Alps, by coach for
a change, much to the disgust of Doc. Hall, who
was heard to say, 'l said we should have flown!'

The destination was Les Arcs again, as in 1998 and
1999, but this time via Dover and the cross Channel
ferry. In the early hours of the morning there are
more enjoyable places. After much hanging around
we were soon departing for La belle France.

After a tortuous coach journey which seemed to last
for 24 hours with very little sleep ('l said we should
have flown!'), we arrived hungry and tired, but
happy to see lots of fresh snow and pistes that were
blissfully free of the French. The area can be busy,
but it is large enough to avoid the queues and was
one of the reasons for this return visit, the third in
four years.

The usual first day antics ensued, with the
beginners finding their feet and some individuals
often looked more like Bambi and then they soon
discovered the exhilarating feeling only gained by
falling over at what seems like 40 mph when out of
control.

The intermediates wondered why they had
apparently forgotten how to ski and the advanced
group complained that their ski-instructor would not
take them over the 20 foot cliff drop-off they saw
earlier (It would have been eeeaasy! '). After the
first morning those who had skied before soon
remembered the techniques and were firing around
the mountain in their ski school groups at high
Speed and over high jumps. Some initial difficulties
were encountered by a couple of beginners, but
after the expert tutelage of Mr. Watson and Miss
Fryer they soon graduated to the nursery tow up the
Mountain and a massive improvement was made.

The evening entertainment varied from bum-
bgarding, just outside the hotel (always a favourite
With the younger members), to a quiz night won by
the girls (by cheating) or just tasting the mountain
ambience in the hotel bar for some of the older
Participants.

The Weather could not have been better. Blue skies
and sunshine for the first four days and then a slight

—

SCHOOL VISITS

break with snow showers at the end of the week. All
of the party, even some staff, was enjoying the great
variety of skiing to be had in the Les Arcs system
and even Mr Watson ventured further afield. It is for
this reason we will probably return to Plan Peisey in
the near future, but by air to avoid the tedium of
motorway travel. The success of this year's trip has
been indicated by the fact that the 2002 holiday to
Austria, by air, is already fully booked and Mr. Scott
is having to hold a reserve list for any cancellations.

The six days passed all too quickly and it was soon
time to pack and depart. We left after the evening
meal on the last day's skiing to travel through the
night for an early channel crossing. This enabled
the party to return to KGS by late afternoon rather
than late evening and also allowed us all recovery
time before Monday morning school.

This trip proved one of the most successful of recent
times with no serious accidents (only a green finger
and some bruised ribs!) and a wonderful time was
had by all. There was good food, great snow and
enjoyable skiing. Thanks must go to all involved at
Alpine Action, Mr Scott for his organisation and all
the rest of the staff who accompanied us. The
videos did eventually arrive to remind us of the
fantastic, fabulous, fun holiday in France!

The message is clear 'If the ski bug bites - book
early in future to avoid disappointment'.

I M Scott

l4_§|



SCHOOL VISITS |

On the German Exchange you...

... have fun...




This is the way to do it!




SCHOOL VISITS

ITALY RUGBY TRIP

The Easter holidays saw the departure of the under
15 rugby team to Lido di Jesolo, Italy. Prior to the
tour the squad, boosted by the inclusion of Sam
Bensky, John Townsend and Gordon Kipling, had
four training sessions to familiarise themselves with
new moves.

An early morning flight saw the squad of 20 arrive
in ltaly in the early evening and settle into the
accommodation.

As we arrived for our first match, we saw that our
opponent's pitch resembled a farmer's field, with
tractor marks zig-zagging the soil. After a relaxed
stroll on the pitch, the lads descended upon the
changing rooms and the game preparations. Never
have | seen a team so fired up to prove themselves
after a disappointing season. As we ran onto the
pitch we were greeted by a hundred or so locals
eager to see what the English were like at rugby.
After the first few minutes they probably did not
think much at all as we went behind to a soft try.
However, we dug in and magnificent performances
from Matthew Gargett and John Townsend saw us
run out winners 22-15. There were exceptional
performances from everybody, notably the vigorous
tackling by the wingers Best and Reeh, the dynamic
performances of centre pairing Gargett and Bensky,
and the cool head of Jack Ward. However, we are
always told that the forwards win the battle and it
was so in this match. Our lineout play was
magnificent, with Alex Bennett and Gordon Kipling
towering about the Italians. The back row of
Newton, Stevens and Townsend rarely missed a
tackle. The front row of Wigglesworth, Shaw,
Leeming and Wright and Daniels in the second half
looked tired but performed well. The match was
followed by a meal and presentation from the local
people and- it was discovered that we were the first
touring team to play there.

Between games, the squad visited Venice for the
day and also Gardaland, Italy's biggest theme park.
However, it was more like a water park due to the
freak weather conditions we had to endure. -

A two hour journey to our second opponents meant
that the kick off had to be delayed and with little time
to warm up and get mentally and physically
focused, the preparation was not perfect. However,
there can be no excuse for the gaping holes in our
defence that saw the Mogliano team race into a 20

point lead in 10 minutes. At half time, the score
read 47-0. After a hard team talk we played with
more conviction and the defence was better as we
halted the flow of points against us and the final
score was 64-0.

Our final game was against Arsolo FC. Due to
minor complications the match was shortened to 30
minutes: The boys were nervous and tension was
evident throughout the changing facilities. This was!
our final game collectively as rugby commitments in
the future subside. We took the lead early on with
a Gargett penalty. Then a weakness was
discovered to let Arsolo take the lead 7-3. With five
minutes left the ball was swung out wide to Peter|
Reeh, who stormed in at the corner. After a terrific’
onslaught on our line which saw the Italians;
pushing maul after maul over our line in the hope a
try was awarded, the final whistle sounded and we
had completed the tour with two wins and one loss.

The tour was thoroughly enjoyable and thanks must]
go to Mr Whalley for his tireless work to make the
tour run so smoothly. Also, we would like to thank
Mr Trenhaile who was ably assisted by Ringo Wu.

Christopher Gorman '1
Jack Ward 1

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP

We had not even reached the M55 before we lost
Mr. Harrison in his minibus! Throughout the entire
journey we managed to lose him about eight times,;
despite only travelling at 30 mph in a 60 mph zone.|
First stop was Saltaire, to see the industrial town of|
Titus Salt north of Bradford. Then our quick stop for.
a fast food meal turned into a longer pit stop since’
the fast food was not quite as fast as expected.
Having arrived in Scarborough, we headed for thei
castle, followed by 'The Scarborough Story’
museum and an ice cream in the rain!-Dinner was
just around the corner with beautiful home cooking;
as it was all week. Thanks must go to Dot and Kathi
at Raffles Hotel.

|
The next morning started with a walk throughi
Scarborough studying the historical buildings andi
the modern town developments. We visited another%
museum, then lunch. Following lunch, it was left t0f
us to continue our studies in the rain, and we were
split into groups to cover the suburbs of the town i
a transect.
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The next day, it rained again as we split into groups
and carried out individual village surveys in the
small settlements outside Scarborough. For most of
us, this turned into sheltering from the bad weather

in coffee shops.

Friday was our trip to York and it was well worth a
visit. Starting with the historical castle walk, then the
flood barriers, followed in the afternoon with more
heritage and museums, not forgetting the delicious
sandwich stop for lunch. Once back at the hotel, it
was the usual routine of dinner and evening studies.
However, our river studies were somewhat
disturbed by the 'Foot and Mouth' disease, resulting
in all, apart from our first site, being closed. This
was a perfect opportunity to get a head start on the
coastal work for the following day, when some of us
took advantage of the slightly sunnier weather and
went for a paddle in the sea!. '

Sunday was another rainy day and yet we battled
the weather to continue our study of the coasts.
This was of huge advantage to our AS module on
coasts which was to come once we returned.

SCHOOL VISITS

Our last full day in Scarborough was spent visiting a
model Viking village and feeding trout at the trout
farm! Then we were able to finish our week's work
in the evening before preparing for the early leave in
the morning enabling us to revisit York and study
the opposite end of the City, including the Minster.
The journey back was slightly quicker for some of us
as we were able to leave Mr. Harrison behind and
meet back up with him at school.

Huge thanks must go to Mr. Scott and Mr. Harrison
for their great efforts and hard work throughout the
much-enjoyed week.

Jenna Rees
Paula Wilson
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v FREE ESTIMATES
v LOCAL AUTHORITY APPROVED

v ASPHALT FLOORING -
DOMESTIC & INOYSTRIAL

v ASPHALT ROOFING

v ASPHALT HOT OR
BLOCK MASTIC

8

v QUALITY WORK CUYARANTEED

www. lancsasphalt.com

Tel: (01772) 703704

D16, RED SCAR IND. EST., LONGRIDGE ROAD, RIBBLETON, PRESTON, LANCS. PR2 5NQ www. lancsasphalt.com
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SMART DAY WEAR
SPECIAL OCCASION
EVENING GOWNS
COATS AND RAINWEAR
SIZES 10-22
HATS BY MITZI LORENZ & MARIE-LOUISE

OPEN 6 DAYS 10-5
FORECOURT PARKING

123 VICTORIA ROAD WEST, CLEVELEYS
TELEPHONE 01253 852641

. lg GAME
- Ilpse =]
"
® 1 EN‘I’ERTAIN?JE%?‘
? PIaySIationZ NINTENDOS*

The North West’s No.1 Cormputer Games Specialists Is Now Open In Kirkharn.'

® Playstation, Ps2, Game Boy & Game Boy Advance, Dreamcast, PC-CD Rom, Nintendo64,
and soon X-Box & Game Cube... We stock them all.
® Our extensive range of both New & Used games gives you more choice than anyone else by far.
® 77y games in store or rent them using our Ty before you buy’ rental scheme.
® Part Exchange those old games and consoles against something new to play.

So come and have a look at the very latest in gaming at the North Wests leading games store.
ECLIPSE HOME ENTERTAINMENT, 50 POULTON STREET, KIRKHAM. TEL: (071772) 673300.
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More garnes than you can fmagine. Advice is free, oniy too happy to heip! Best be sure! - try before you buy. ’2____“ K / R K H A M
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DRAMA

That was one of the best pieces of theatre | have
ever seen.' This was the enthusiastic response of
one of our pupils to the production of The Visit' by
Friedrich Durrenmatt, staged in the Old Hall.

The programme warned us that the production was
bizarre and grotesque: we were not going to spend
a comfortable evening watching the workings out of
a predictable plot, but were going to be required to
think and to make our own judgements. Director of
Drama, Mrs. Lynda Poole, had moved the setting of
the play from a village in Switzerland, to the local
community of Wesham, (pronounced Veshum) and
had cut a third of the original script, supplementing
it with images, songs and other texts derived from
improvisation work with the cast. Needless to say,
the piece changed shape many times during the
rehearsal process, but the issues of this morality
tale - power, revenge, community responsibilities
and economic deprivation - were brought home
very forcibly in this production.

The leading lady, Katherine Palmer, played the part
of the ruthless millionairess, Clair Zacchanassian,
brilliantly. Her faultlessly strident American accent
conveyed cruelty and a desire for revenge which
was mirrored in the visual grotesquery of a yellow
take fur coat and forties style snake skin suit, both
kindly made by Mrs. Palmer. Joseph Thompson
was equally compelling as her erstwhile lover and
the victim of her revenge, Alfred Schill, while Katie
Severns, playing her pet panther, twined slinkily
round the set. It was from the interaction between
Jo, Paul Ashton and Derek Howarth that much of
the comedy of the piece was generated: who will
forget Paul's ad-libbing in a South African accent as
Schill's priest and spiritual mentor, or Derek's
bombast as his predecessor in mayoral office.
Travis Peters, playing Claire's butler, brought the
house down each night with his stiffly self conscious
version of 'Boom, shake, shake, shake the room'.

Jodie Stevens and Laura Ford were intimidating
and compelling as the predatory Schoolmistress
and Special Agerit Hankie vying for the favours and
attentions of any man with whom they came into
contact... with the exception of the two eunuchs,
Played squeakily and to tremendous applause by
Andrew Gregson and Marcus Plowright. The
: heawes' were provided by members of the First XV:
Matthew Parr, Andrew Kyriacou and Daniel Tolley
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joined by Chris Carter on the last night. They

.grunted in great monosyllabic style, carried heavy

weights about, including a sedan chair and a yellow
coffin and were fun to work with.

Sian Hickson revealed her many talents as actress,
musician and impersonator. Dayna Perfetti and
Sam Bensky played Schill's disaffected 'townie'
kids.. and yes, Sam did break absolutely everything
he laid his hands on. Carla Hall, Amanda Schofield
and Janyll Rawlins provided the montage of rather
disturbing characters who were sometimes trees
and sometimes leaping deer or cuckoos! Lauren
Ainge and Oliver Rogerson were the authoritative
figures of the Bailiff and the Reporter, Oliver
impressing everyone with his clear and confident
performance, having stepped into the role at very
short notice.

The set was a stark scaffolding rig with images back
projected ontp a screen. These images,
photographed by Mr Hil, made Wesham seem
anonymous in its litter and fog, but sometimes we
would glimpse a scene we recognised: Ribby Hall,
the War Memorial, the railway station and even
Benson's Crisps.

Kelda Rogerson, Katherine Llewellyn and Cheryl
Bridges were indispensable backstage, as too was
Laura Ford's mum, stitching or painting anything
yellow.

The whole show was held together by the
meticulous efficiency of stage managers Hannah
Spacey and Rebecca Ridley, who made much
sense out of what appeared to be chaos. This was
a really innovative show with some superb
performances. It will be, as they say, a hard act to
follow!

MUSIC

The first year of the new millennium has
undoubtedly been an extremely exciting one, with
the acquisition of a new organ, visits by some
eminent musicians, and some splendid
performances by our own pupils.

The choral groups have flourished throughout the
year, none more so than the Special Choir who
followed up their performance at Speech Day in the
Guild Hall with some excellent singing in the Carol
Concert and at Founders’ Day. The group, so ably
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led by senior choristers Adam Tuck, Nicholas Long,
Felicity Clarke and Jonathan Wilson certainly
benefited from the training day directed by Gordon
Stewart, a free-lance musician who undertakes a
great deal of work for the BBC. Such days are very
costly indeed for the Music Society, but it is felt very
worthwhile. The Girls' Choir, too, has delighted its
audiences wherever they have sung, be it on stage,
in school or at private parties. The packed
congregation at St Michael's clearly enjoyed the
service of nine lessons and carols, presented by
the full choir, and new soloist Mark Ashworth
certainly showed much promise for the future by his
confident singing in the traditional opening solo.
For its major work of the year, the Choir selected
Haydn's celebrated Nelson Mass and the audience
at the Spring Concert was treated to a splendid
performance of this vibrant work, with soloists
Felicity Clarke, Felicity Long, Jonathan Wilson,
Anthony Rawlins and Steven Watkin certainly rising
to the occasion.

Instrumental groups too have flourished, with the
orchestra led by senior player Christopher Carter
playing particularly .well in the Guild Hall in
September. It has to be said that perhaps the most
significant progress this year has been made by the

Concert Band, whose members enjoyed
enormously their day with the Normandy Band,
culminating in a highly successful evening concert.

The school was very fort