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HEADMASTER
Daniel Berry

Having only done sixty-five days in
post since my arrival it would be very
difficult to comment in detail about
the year. However, in a very short
space of time | can say the future of
Kirkham Grammar School is looking
very exciting. The dedication of the
staff, the stunning pupils, traditional
values and established reputation have
made a significant impression. | really
do feel a part of Team KGS. This view
has been further reinforced by my
youngest child joining the Junior School
in June and my two other children
will be joining the Senior School in
September. The past year has been one
of change across a number of areas.
However, any large organisation, even
a school, must adapt to change and
embrace evolution. The one aspect that
never slows or shows any fear towards
the impact of change is the pupils.
They embrace change, boldly strive
for excellence and continue to show
why we should be so proud of all they
achieve.

This year has seen some incredible
achievements for our young people.
There is a lot more to read on this in
our Kirkhamian Newsletter. Just think
what more they can do once we start to
move forward during the next Academic
Year with some of the new changes
proposed. We will be launching our
new Website in the middle of August.
This will include a significant level of
improvement in communication, online
access and much more. We will also be
launching a new whole school Academic
Tracking System, new Marking System,
new Report System, new School

Development Plan, new Pupil Voice
Group, new signage and Campus Map,
new Policy Documents and a school that
will be at the forefront of ‘Educational
Excellence’. The Governing Body are
also looking at further developments of
the School Campus going forward.

This is best summed up in our new
Mission Statement:

Kirkham Grammar School provides a
caring and secure environment where
the highest priority is given to the
pursuit of academic excellence and the
fulfilment of each pupil’s potential.

Our vision for the school is to ensure
academic success is encompassed by
a breadth of educational opportunities
including sporting, creative and cultural
excellence. Throughout their school life
we seek to provide our pupils with a
stimulating, competitive and supportive
environment that promotes both self-
respect and respect for others within
the spirit of a truly Independent School.

To achieve this, we will ensure that we:

Know every child and celebrate
achievement in a caring, secure
and family focused environment.
Underpinned by a strong Christian

Ethos.

Inspire a spirit of enquiry
in technology, scientific
development, linguistic ideas,

artistic creativity and develop a
sense of independence.

Recognise excellence in all areas
whilst ensuring all pupils make
progress regardless of ability,
age, race, sex, creed, sexual
orientation, gender or disability.

Keep all of our pupils safe
through a strong pastoral system
in a community in which we are
all valued.

Provide a Holistic approach to
progress across academic and
extra-curricular activities.

Are a School which all leaders,
managers and staff are constantly
reviewing development and
ensuring the very best.

Maintain a sense of purpose to
guide pupils successfully through
the school and beyond.

The tradition of the school over a period
of 500 years will remain. The purpose
for us all is to have a school with
traditional values and modern ambition,
underpinned with the belief that the
children pass through here only once
and deserve the best.

We wish you a happy summer break
and look forward to your return in
September.



Within the RAF Section of the Combined Cadet Force here at Kirkham Grammar
School, there are many opportunities to partake in new adventures and Air
Experience flying in a Grob Tutor was one of them!

In order to fly, we had to first undergo safety training, where we learned what to
do in case of an (unlikely) emergency. This was followed by putting on heavy flying
gear, which consisted of a jumpsuit, lifejacket, parachute and helmet. We waited as
the aircraft were fired up and the adrenaline was pumping. We had our Top Gun
moment as we walked out to the aircraft, with helmets under arm and the anthem
playing in our heads. We got strapped in, met our pilot, taxied to the runway and
were soon leaving the ground behind.

The plane in which we flew was a two seater so we each took it in turns to sit with
the pilot for a flight. It was a great privilege to fly with an RAF pilot, who also taught
us about the plane we were flying in and let us take control over some elements of
the flight once we had been shown what to do!

Some cadets were lucky enough to experience air acrobatics and enjoyed the
loop de loop and other tricks. Jack Livsey chose to fly over Warton and saw four
Eurofighter Typhoons preparing to join us in the sky. He also flew over school,
which was a surreal experience as he watched his friends from 3000ft. We
were also able to take control of the aircraft and were asked to perform specific
manoeuvres, which was incredible and a dream come true. After about half an hour
we returned to RAF Woodvale, bouncing off the walls and wondering how soon we
could come back!

Flying was a wonderful experience and we are most grateful for being given this
opportunity.

Ella Townsend, Freya Parkinson and Jack Livsy

AIRFORCE

Air Experience

Flights

An Air Experience Flight (AEF) is a training
unit of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
(Training Branch) whose main purpose is to
give introductory flying experience to cadets
from the Air Training Corps and the Combined
Cadet Force. As of 2010, twelve AEFs are
active.

History

The AEFs, numbered from 1 to 13, were formed
across the United Kingdom in 1958. All were
equipped with the Chipmunk T.10 trainer. In the
mid-1990s they were merged with

co-located University Air Squadrons (UASs),
the Chipmunks being replaced by the existing
UAS Scottish Aviation Bulldog T.1s. In 1999,
the Grob Tutor T.1 began to replace the
Bulldog.

No. 10 Air Experience Flight RAF Woodvale

10 Air Experience Flight (AEF) is one of twelve
such units run by the Air Cadet Organisation of
the Royal Air Force. It mainly flies cadets from
Lancashire, Cumbria, Greater Manchester,
Merseyside Wings, CCF contingents and Air
Scouts. It will also fly cadets on annual camp
at RAF Valley, when it will sometimes send an
aircraft to RAF Mona for a day to fly the cadets
on camp there. This increases the chance of
flying for all cadets and cuts the road journey
from RAF Valley to RAF Woodvale. Air cadets
and CCF sections from Northern Ireland also fly
at Woodvale.
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YOUR
FUTURE

CAREERS FAIR

Students and parents saw over 45 different
organisations from both public and private
sectors as well as the wusual academic
routes. Exhibitors, which included the BBC,
Rathbones, The Royal Institute of Chartered
Surveyors, ICAEW, the Police, the Army,
leading Universities, the NHS, Inspired Energy
plc, Danbro and many more, advised attendees

W ‘ O Yﬂun of the range of career pathways available to
= PP them.
Chamber

Lorraine Hargreaves, Head of Careers at KGS,
was delighted with the turnout. “Our aim is to
provide modern career guidance for our pupils
as they prepare for their futures - it is as much
about inspiration as aspiration,” said Mrs
Hargreaves.

&3
Skills Funding
Agency

“By exposing students to real-life models,
we can motivate them to make informed
choices whilst at school and build strong
links with employers. It helps them to think
about possible career paths which do not
always include University. It was also a great
opportunity to experience over 35 different
industry sectors.”

More than 375 young people and their parents
attended this special event in April. Organised
by the Careers’ Team at Kirkham Grammar
School, the event hailed the opportunities open
to students as they consider their post-school
career or academic choices.

It was the first ‘Your Future Career’ event
run by KGS in conjunction with the North &
Western Lancashire Chamber of Commerce.
The event was held at the School and was
opened by special guest, Edwin J Booth,
Chairman of E H Booth and Co Ltd -
proprietors of Booths, the grocers of distinction
and the Lancashire Enterprise Partnership —
along with the Headmaster, Daniel Berry.

“The ‘Your Future Career’ event at KGS,
provided the opportunity for students to
make contact with real employers who are
passionate about their own careers, thus
Information on i inspiring pupils and challenging pre-conceived
the range and ideas about jobs.”

levels of the

new

apprenticeships
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In &pil, twenty children frorn Kirtkharn Graroonar
Junior School ook part in @ workshop delivered
by Martun Dawvidaon from the Bloodhound Project,
Lovize Brirnglow forn The Cak e D ecorating Sornpany
and Dorret Conwaty BEC Great British Bake Of
congstnt. Ot he heart of all thiz, the Bloodhound
Froject iz an educaional project The tearn go into
achoolz © deliver Scisncs, Technalogy, Enginssring
and hathz [STBW] © puplz iomES1 ©ES4, bazed
on the reality of degigning, building and opsrating =
1000rn ph world land = pesd car. Dorret Gon wey roet
hdartym ata ngtwork swent, and suggezed to hirn hiat
they create a replica of the car, mads out of cake.
Darret aubeequenty cornrrizsonsd Lovizs Brirmslow
frorn The Gake Decorating Cornpanyco uk © make
the cake and e company kindly zponzored all the
rmakrialz and decorationz for the cake. The &am
at the Frezon zhop rmade and decorated he cake
and all the ingredientz wers kindly donagd bo hdr
Edwin Booh frorn Boohiz. The children were abls
to rrake heir own amall replica of fie land apeed
car uzing sugar paste Thank wou o Martym, Dorret
and Lovize #or giving the children thiz opportunity,
they all fioroughly enjoyed hiz unique and arrazing
G P Tig I

Wil iz all e

bout the irme

zhe met The
- T EITREEN




SPRING FAIR

Tia sup Shcera dor oy Bad Hatler & Tea Paity ained Spaicg Fanr aind  uary syyoyaiya
altemccn Was had by all, wik lots of actatias o all ages! The paidec weatay
meain e BED, Prosenoo aind 1028 Gradims was Sowin 2 Teal i The panalty shooiou
lasias iy puscing odiballars, winlst Tne goif 13ns amcigsl us wera anle 1o hage
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COAEIcH A AlSc 10 e Faanats of Kiikinaim Graimimar Sanodd Tor crgamnandg, yal
Agaln, 4 Meny succassil e




THE DUKE
OF EDINBURGH'’S
AWARD

On Monday 16th May, | had the amazing
privilege of travelling down to London for
a special Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
Presentation event in the gardens of
Buckingham Palace. What a day!

The sun shone down as Mrs Parkinson and
| walked up to - and through - the famous
wrought-iron gates of the Palace. It felt very
strange to be on the other side, walking past
the famous Coldstream Guards in their sentry
boxes and round the side to the gardens.

Two big bands, one Army and one RAF, played
at each end of the Palace gardens, and two
of the biggest marquees I've ever seen were
lined up with tea urns and row upon row of
shortbread biscuits. | can happily report that
the biscuits were delicious, but not quite as
good as the KGS shortbread.

It was wonderful to meet up with two of
our recent students who were receiving their
Gold Awards. Rebecca Jones, who is studying
Business at UCLAN and Hannah Davies who is
in her third year at Bangor University studying
Psychology.

Our North of England group was honoured
to have HRH The Duke of Edinburgh join
us and talk with the group. He spoke to
the Gold Award recipients and also to the
DofE managers and leaders. He spoke with
pride about the Award scheme and took
great interest in what the participants had
undertaken to achieve their Awards.

Each group had a celebrity presenter to give
out the Gold Award certificates. Our group
received presentations from Zac Purchase
MBE (photo left). Zac won an Olympic Gold
Medal in the 2008 Beijing Olympics in Double
sculls rowing; he was also world champion
at the same event from 2008 till 2012. He
gave a very interesting and inspiring talk
about finding your niche and giving it your all,
persevering when the going gets tough and
the importance of team work and listening
to advice.

It was fabulous to see Hannah and Rebecca
receive their well deserved Awards in such
beautiful surroundings. After the Gold Award
presentations, the Licensed Organisations
were called up to receive a commemorative
plaque in recognition of 60 years of the DofE
Award Scheme. When Kirkham Grammar
School was called up, | regretted wearing
high heels to a garden party and wished |
had my walking boots on!

It was an amazing day and | was very proud
to be involved with the delivery of DofE at
KGS. The DofE Award Scheme really does
give young people a structure and framework
to contribute to the community through
voluntary work, whilst improving skills
and developing confidence, commitment,
resilience and teamwork.

Mrs Sutcliffe



During the past academic year, we are
delighted to report that over 100 DofE
Awards ‘have been achieved by" our
students, 65 Bronze, 25 Silver, 14 Golds.
They have given their time to help
others, improved their skill and fitness
levels and planned and undertaken
a demanding expedition section. We
are very proud of our students and
hope that their DofE experience has
developed life skills that will assist them
in their futures.

Since the last newsletter the following
Awards have been achieved:

GOLD

Elizabeth Brocklehurst
Olivia Butler

Oliver Carpenter
Angel Chan

Elaine Chiekrie
Michael Lewthwaite
Cameron Roche
Robert Malings
Edward Swindley

SILVER

Jonathan Beesley
Freya Bennett
Laura Brookfield
Carla Burfitt
Rebecca Chatwin
Alex Clayton
Robert Ellis
Hannah Fingleton
Grace Hall
Cameron Hartley
Rachel Horsfield
Rachel McCrae
Theo Randall
James Smith

BRONZE

Harvey Acton
James Allum
Clare Anthony
Charlotte Burrow
Kieran Butler
Emily Clifford
leuan Corcoran
Olivia Corcoran
Charlotte Curran
Jamie Curran
Sam Davies
James Devereux
Jack Dunn

Carly Eve
Sophie Fenton
Emily Fildes
Elisha Foster
Maddy Fox
Lawrence Gebbie
Jack Higham

Olivia Huyton

Zara lkram

Venkata Karri

Daisy Kemp
William Kollard
Hannah Lewthwaite
Jack Livsey
Eleanor Moss

Lily O’Brien

Freya Parkinson
Andrew Platt

Beth Preston
Callum Queen
Theo Randall
Sebastian Roche
Hannah Sayers
Matthew Thomas

George Thompson
Ella Townsend

Tom Walter

James White-Dunne
Andrew Whittingham
Emma Winn



J4 Trip
to Wales

The M pupls enjoyed a apsctacular
wiaek athbanor Adwenurs, Abernant Lak s
Hokl Fezidental Carmp at hie beginning
of Juns. Al he pupilz and accomm panng
=& ff ook partin s watrangs of actitice
ranging frorn z p-wire 0 archery clinmbing
to atand-up paddle boarding, aszailt
courss o crake stadking, pluz roany
rore. Ml of he aciviies  prowvided
challergs and required lote of Earn work
and cooperation. Enjoyroent waa alweye
a pirrary objgctve and here ez loE
of laugh®r and amnilez hroughout his
waeh with rrany rernorable &2 periences.
They were blezzed with rermendouz
weater - fiat waz undl 2 couds of hourz
bz fore they prepared for their owsrnight
camping trip Howswer, in ¥ue Kirkhamn
fashion, hey did not et & litde rain hold
Thein madk. With camg: games, a lise and
gwen a talent show, hie damp weater
waz hardly nodced, alhough the rain had
aopped by the dme they were heading
to he tent for their nightunder caneas,
Wiell dome to all thozs who took part
and rrade the week such a rermorabls
occagion Br all invdved .







A Fond
FAREWELL

The end of the academic year sees us saying farewell to a number of staff, including an
unusually large number who have reached retirement age after many years of service
to the School. In ascending order of service, we therefore say thank you and good-bye

to the following:

Senior School

In the PE Department this year, we have welcomed two gap year students as
PE assistants, Mr Cormac Nolan (photo right - bottom) and Miss Rebecca
Holden (photo middle - right). Both have involved themselves fully in the life of
the Department, their work stretches far beyond the school day and term-time.
More importantly, they have demonstrated all the hallmarks of KGS teachers,
by the way in which they have come to know and care for pupils as individuals.
We wish them both well in their future careers, where we know they will deploy
the skills and qualities developed at KGS within their future roles.

From the Boarding House staff, Mrs Sue Rowe and Mrs Susan Camassa
move on after working as Matron and Assistant Matron respectively. Mrs
Rowe, whose first contact with the school was as a parent, has worked for
many years in boarding, becoming a familiar and trusted figure to successive
cohorts of boarders from all around the world, and has been ably assisted in
recent years by Mrs Camassa.

Meanwhile from the Bursarial staff, Mrs Christine Nicholson (photo right
- middle left) retired in March after over a decade of service to the school.
Christine has worked in a variety of roles within the Bursary, notably in
overseeing and administering teaching and non-teaching staff appointments.
She has also been a calm, cheerful and efficient administrator and organiser
of major school and Old Kirkhamian events as well as providing a service to
Old Kirkhamians who contact her by telephone, email, post or in person and
gathering material for and producing the newsletter twice a year.

From the teaching staff, we were most fortunate to be served in the Design
Technology Department this year by Mr Ivan Horvath, who covered the
absence on maternity leave of Mrs Brookes. Ivan proved a perfect fit for the
Department, showing dedication to the interests of pupils of all ages, and like
all his colleagues, was to be found in the Department and its workshop at all
hours of the working day and well beyond. His obliging good humour was much
appreciated and will be greatly missed.

In the Physics Department, Mrs Alice Watson, who has also been on
maternity leave following the birth of her son Arthur, has decided to become
a full-time parent for the immediate future, and so will not be re-joining us.
We wish her every happiness and thank her for the excellent contribution that
she made during her time with us: her inspirational teaching and dedication to
popularising the subject made a considerable impact, and she was particularly
involved in promoting the study of astronomy.

In the Learning Support Department, Mrs Pat Blackburn is retiring after many
years of service across the senior and junior schools. She first joined as a part-
time assistant and then took over the Department full-time in 2010. Her care
for the needs of individuals and her cheerful and sympathetic concern have
been the hallmark of her work in this important area, where the needs of each
individual student are so important. We wish her well and will greatly miss her
supportive expertise and constant patience and good humour.

KIRKHAM

GRAMMAR SCHOOL



Dr Mike Whalley (photo right with Mr Sampey) has decided to step down
from the demanding post of Boarding House Master following a period of
ill health. Dr Whalley has served the school in a number of roles since
joining us as Director of Sport almost twenty years ago. In that role, he
oversaw many successes in school sport, and in particular was responsible
for the growth in success and popularity of cricket, a sport which had
previously been something of a “cinderella” sport. Dr Whalley’s tenure saw
KGS playing and winning fixtures against leading teams from the UK and
overseas, and culminated in a successful and enjoyable tour to Grenada in
2010. Outside the sporting sphere, Dr Whalley was for many years Head
of Middle School, where his calm and measured approach helped many
generations of pupils through a difficult time of their school career, and most
recently, along with his wife Tracy, he brought those same qualities to the
post of Boarding House Master, where his care and concern for the welfare
of the mixed multinational community of boarders was much appreciated by
boarders and their families.

Mr Syl Sampey (photo right with Mr Whalley) finally steps down from the
staff after many years of service, again in a variety of roles. It was as a
sports coach that he first joined his daughter Mrs Jane Glover on the PE
staff, and successive generations of girls have looked to him as a wise,
calm, knowledgeable and demanding coach of hockey and athletics. He is
the quiet driving force behind many girls’ achievements, always pushing his
charges to perform at their very best yet with a benign and understanding
demeanour. He has accompanied numerous fixtures and tours at home
and abroad and is a well-loved father-figure who will be hugely missed.
However, there is far more to Syl than sport: he was for many years an
English teacher, and his love of books, his passion for writing and for high
standards of grammar inspired many pupils to standards way beyond their
expectations. This love of books was equally apparent in the Library, where
his stewardship of the Scribblers’ Club with successive Librarians provided
a haven for those who shared his love of writing and reading. Moreover,
he has also been a knowledgeable and genial master of ceremonies at the
Annual Christmas Concert for many years. A true renaissance man, Syl will
be sorely missed, but thoroughly deserves a restful retirement, which for
him has been very long delayed.

Mr Grant Ferguson (photo left with his wife Hannah and daughter Amelia)
leaves the Biology Department after a short tenure during which he has
entered fully into the academic and sporting life of the school. Grant came
to us with a reputation as a hard taskmaster and enthusiast for his subject,
which was greatly appreciated by those whom he taught, and as a sports
coach, he developed talented rugby players as they moved from the junior
years to the Senior Squads at Under 16 level. We wish him success as he
moves to teach overseas.

Miss Alice Jordan leaves the English Department where she has been a
dedicated and enthusiastic teacher of language and literature. Her quirky
style and kind understanding have helped many pupils to achieve great
things in this most fundamental of subjects. We wish her well in her future
ventures.

Mr Doug Lloyd leaves us for a deserved promotion to Stonyhurst College,
ending many years of one of the longest commutes to school from his
home in East Lancashire. Mr Lloyd is the epitome of a KGS teacher:
knowledgeable, dedicated and interested in far more than just what goes
on in the classroom. His sympathetic maths teaching at all levels made
him one of the "go-to" teachers for pupils of all ages who were struggling
with a maths question, whilst his passion for the CCF, and in particular for
shooting, meant that he developed this sport to a level of popularity and
excellence hitherto unseen here. Our loss is Stonyhurst’s gain, and we wish
Doug every success there.

Retiring from the Maths Department is Ms Deborah Rogerson (photo
below with Mrs Hargreaves and Mrs Read) after over twenty years of
dedicated service. Ms Rogerson’s reputation for high standards of work
and behaviour belies a kindly and caring concern for her pupils, which
was widely acknowledged and appreciated by those whom she taught.
Successive generations of KGS students are grateful to Ms Rogerson for
her dedication and refusal to accept low standards, but also for the concern
and interest that she shows as a form tutor.

Top of the bill in terms of long and dedicated service to KGS are four
teachers whose retirement comes after a combined total of almost 150
years at the school:

Mr Tim Miller (Photo below with his daughter Jenny at the Sixth Form Ball)
joined the History Department in 1984, and took over as Head of History in
1992. As a history teacher, he has been loved by successive generations
for his personal and engaging style as well as for his famously awful jokes.
It is a measure of his success that dozens of his former students have
elected to read History at university, inspired by what they learned in their
own schooldays. However, there is so much more to Tim than just History
teaching; he is an old-fashioned schoolmaster in every sense of the word,
an all-rounder whose love of school life saw him devoting hours of his free
time to the broader life of the school, most particularly in hockey and CCF.
He added his expertise as a coach and umpire to the PE Department in
the days when girls’ hockey was in its early days, before even the Astroturf
pitch had given our girls the chance to develop their skills properly. He has
taken part in overseas tours, including the legendary 1992 World Tour of
which so many girls of that era have such fond memories. He also joined
the CCF straight after his arrival, and again has devoted countless days of
his holidays and weekends to camps, field days and expeditions, enjoying
the camaraderie of his fellow officers and above all the cadets under his
supervision. Tim also accompanied History students to the First World
War battlefields on several occasions in recent years, and demonstrated
in all that he did a concern for the welfare and enjoyment of his pupils. We
wish Tim a long and happy retirement with his wife Barbara (formerly Mrs
Cassidy), herself a former member of staff.




Mr lan Rushton (photo top right) joined the Modern Languages Department
in 1981 and has devoted an entire teaching career to teaching German and
French at KGS. As a teacher, he will be remembered not only for his skill as
a linguist, but also for his mischievous sense of humour and for his manifest
love of other countries and cultures. For many years, he helped lead the
Easter Languages trips to France and Germany, often well over fifty strong,
and many pupils will recall with affection a trip up the Eiffel Tower or highlights
of one of the great museums. His love of theme parks was legendary, and
he shared with pupils of all ages a love of Disneyland, Camelot or Europa
Park. However, lan’s serious side is also very apparent to all who know him,
and his work for the charities in which he so passionately believes has been
a prominent feature of his years of service to KGS. The School’s sustained
awareness of and concern for good causes is very much his creation and
legacy. The weekly collections, charity concerts, non-uniform days, cake
sales and sponsored events which have been so much a part of school life
over the years are all products of his wish to help good causes, and stand
as proof of the Christian faith which means so much to him. lan has also
worked as a tennis coach and was for many years one of the sessional
duty staff in the Boarding House. We wish him a long and fruitful retirement.

Dr Tony Hall (photo right) joined KGS in 1979 at a historic turning point
in the school’s history, as it became independent and co-educational. He
became Head of Chemistry in 1989 and was for many years also Head of
Science. In the classroom, he has been a good-humoured and inspirational
teacher, whose greatest legacy is that there are countless scientists of the
highest calibre who trained under his expert guidance. The medical and
dental professions alone boast dozens of "Doc" Hall’s former students.
Again, however, the classroom is just the start of Tony’s contribution to KGS
life. He was for many years a rugby coach, including as an accomplice of
the legendary 1987 World Tour. He also ran the KGS Harriers for many
years, and in the early days of Barrie Stacey’s headship, Tony was the
only member of staff who dared to join Barrie’s famous training runs, and
Barrie learned much about the school and its workings whilst pounding
the pavements of the Fylde with the "Doc". Tony was also for many years
a ski trip stalwart, and an organiser of the Friday night after-school, staff
football against Sixth Formers. One of his proudest moments as a teacher
was when a former pupil and star A-Level chemist, who had become a
professional footballer had to text his apologies for the “staff’ team because
he was on the bench for Bolton Wanderers at the Allianz Arena for a EUFA
Cup match. Yet like all KGS teachers, it is for his astute and caring concern
for his pupils’ welfare that he will be most remembered. His beautifully
formed handwriting expressed many times in eloquent terms, a deep
and perceptive awareness of his tutees’ skills and qualities when writing
UCAS references. Tony's measured and thoughtful contribution to staff
meetings revealed his sharp and discerning mind, with an ability to get to
the essentials of any issue. Tony retires to a quieter life as a grandfather
after a career of which he can be truly proud.

Top of the bill in terms of length of service is Mr Richard Watson (photo
right). "Doc Wat", as hundreds refer to him, joined KGS back in 1972,
meaning that he retires this summer after a remarkable 44 years of service
to the School in almost every role imaginable as a teacher. The boys’ state
grammar school that he joined in 1972 is in many ways unrecognisable
compared to the school as it is today, yet the values and qualities that
Richard has demonstrated over such a long career are timeless and
enduring, and have truly earned him the status of a "KGS legend". As an
English teacher, Richard’s versatility has been a distinctive asset: for years
he has chosen to teach lower sets for English to GCSE, where his insistence
on high standards and his quirky and humorous approach have always
ensured that pupils perform to their best. Meanwhile at A-Level, his love
of great literature shines through in teaching A-Level Literature to some of
the sharpest minds to have passed through the Sixth Form, many of whom
carry their love of words, ideas and arguments through into distinguished
careers, in areas such as the law. Yet again, however, to talk about Richard’s
career and only refer to teaching would be a gross misrepresentation of
what he has done. He has at various times been a rugby coach, boarding
house supervisor, year head (he pioneered the Head of Middle School role
as the first incumbent of that post), as well as an enthusiastic participant
in school trips, particularly the ski and Modern Languages trips. But it is
perhaps in his latest incarnation that he has most displayed the qualities as
the "Schoolmaster" that he so completely epitomised. Since 2005, he has
been Senior Master, in which role he in effect runs the school in day-to-day
terms, dealing with cover of staff absences, staff duties and school routines.
Successive Headmasters and numerous colleagues have looked to him for
his encyclopaedic knowledge of the "Kirkham way", whilst many younger
pupils have felt the chilling “oi!” bring them to order for some disciplinary
misdemeanour, only to discover in later years the warmth and humour that
lies beneath that fierce bark. Old Kirkhamians of all ages always ask first
after Doc Wat, and recall with affection his influence on their lives, careers
and personalities. Richard retires, with our warmest good wishes, to a life of
indulging his many and varied interests, from birdwatching to sport.




Junior School

We say goodbye to Miss De Maine (photo top left) who has been with us for
one year, employed to teach our third J4 class. We thank Miss De Maine for
the wonderful contribution during her short time at KGJS. She has been very
fondly thought of by the pupils in her care and all her colleagues. We wish Miss
De Maine every success as she packs her bags and moves down to Cornwall.
Please come back and see us when you are visiting your family in the North
West.

A familiar face will also be leaving us at the end of this year. Mr Peter Lockett
(photo Middle left) joined KGJS in 1999 as Head of Music and he has seen
this area go from strength to strength. In the seventeen years he has worked
at the school he has accomplished an amazing array of musical events. In
2002, he organised a Music Tour which saw 44 musicians, aged 7-11, perform
at a number of venues across Holland. In 2009, he accompanied a group of
children to AJIS Orchestra and AJIS Sings and in 2012 he helped the school
to achieve the prestigious Platinum Sing Up Award. Over the years, Peter
has forged links for our Junior School Ensemble, conducting joint concerts
with three famous brass bands; the JJB Brass Band, the Suzume Brass
Band from Japan and the Flixton Brass Band, as well as joining forces with
Military Bands and our own Senior School Band on a number of occasions.
He even managed to put together a Teachers' Brass Band! Looking back, Mr
Lockett has achieved so much. In numbers, in his time at the school he has led
seventeen Christmas Carol Concerts, directed the Music in eight Junior School
Productions, organised seven Year Group Concerts and six Inter-House Music
Competitions, worked alongside Pear Tree School on five annual Music
Projects, overseen five Performing Arts Concerts and as many Tea Concerts
and helped produce three CDs. Let's not forget that Mr Lockett has done all of
this alongside working full time as a Junior Teacher, beginning his KGJS career
in J3 and more recently working in J2. Many children have benefited from Peter
Lockett's caring style of teaching and dry sense of humour! Mr Lockett may be
retiring from teaching but he has no plans to reach for his pipe and slippers just
yet! After recharging his batteries, he intends to keep himself very busy. He has
aspirations to become a J.P,, training in the first instance with adults, before
being able to deal with younger people. He will continue to support the many
charities that already benefit from Peter’s help and he will carry on conducting
a charity band in Chorley. He hopes to get back into his golf, too. When his
wife, Pam, retires in the near future, they hope to spend time travelling around
the world visiting the numerous destinations they have on their ‘hit list’l We all
wish Mr Lockett the very best as he moves on to these exciting times ahead.

It is with great sadness that we wish one of our longest serving members of
staff goodbye this summer. Mrs Christine Brindle (photo left) joined KGJS
in 1997 as a part time teacher covering a number of different age groups. A
year later she was appointed as a full time member of staff and in her nineteen
years here she has taught all age groups, but has spent most of her time with
J1, J3 and latterly with J4. Mrs Brindle has worked under all three of our Junior
School headmistresses as well as four Senior School headmasters. She has
seen many colleagues come and go and she remembers them all fondly. One
of her resounding memories has been the camaraderie of the staff and of the
friendly atmosphere within the school over the years. Mrs Brindle has seen
many changes in her time at KGJS. The school building itself has changed
quite significantly; eight classrooms are now twelve, the front entrance is now
the library, the school offices are now the front entrance, the kitchen is now
the Pre-School and of course we have an upstairs! She has many wonderful
memories of past events that will stay with her, too. Mrs Brindle has taken
school groups to Euro Disney, to Valkenburg in Holland as well as trips to
London. As the teacher in charge of Design Technology, Mrs Brindle has
climbed windmills on a windfarm, flown kites on Lytham Beach and sailed
catamarans on Fairhaven Lake. She has also organised a debate with MP
Michael Jack and even welcomed Prince Edward on his Royal Visit. Mrs Brindle
has certainly offered a varied and enriching curriculum to all the children she
has taught in her time here at Kirkham. Christine Brindle has played a huge
role in the history of our school and she will be greatly missed by everyone at
KGJS. She may be retiring from teaching but she is certainly not going to be
putting her feet up just yet! Mrs Brindle is about to become a Grandma! Her
daughter, Yvette and partner Mike are expecting their first child, a girl, any time
soon! Christine also plans to spend more time on her hobbies, exercising and
on walking her dog, Ruby. We wish Christine health and happiness as we say
farewell to her at the end of this term. Don'’t be a stranger, Mrs Brindle! Please
come back and see us soon!




Ms Linda Baxter started teaching at Kirkham Grammar School in 1996. She
immediately had a huge impact on the girls’ Physical Education Department
with her drive and enthusiasm. Her major contribution was her role as coach
to the U12 and U15 Girls' Hockey teams. Success soon followed with all her
teams playing with flair and grit! In 2000 she took her U15s to the National
Finals in Milton Keynes, which was an outstanding achievement. Whilst
Hockey was one of her major strengths, she also made fantastic contributions
to all the Athletics, Swimming and Cross Country Squads which went on to be
very successful at District and County level.

In January 2003 she made the decision to move from the Senior School to the
Junior School Physical Education Department, having worked between the two
sites for the previous two years. At the time, the Junior School could not have
imagined what an impact she was going to have over the next 13 years.
Linda immediately raised the standard of performance in all areas whilst also
ensuring pupils played sport with a smile on their face.

There is probably no better way to highlight her achievements than to list the
successes of the teams she has coached.

North of England U11 Girls Hockey Champions.
2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2016

AJIS U11 Girls Hockey Champions
2004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2015, 2016

Lancashire U11 Girls Hockey Champions
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

Budge U11 Girls Hockey Champions
2006, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

St Mary's Hall U11 Girls Hockey Champions
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011,2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

KGJS U10 Girls Hockey Champions
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015

AJIS U11 Boys Hockey Champions
2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2016

AJIS U10 Girls Cross Country Champions
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014

AJIS U11 Girls Cross Country Champions
2008, 2012, 2015

Sedbergh U11 Girls Cross Country Champions
2015

St Mary’s Hall U11 Girls Cross Country Champions
2014, 2015

St Pius U11 Girls Rounders Champions
2013, 2014, 2016

AJIS U11 Girls Rounders Champions
2016

AJIS Athletics

As can be seen, her level of success is astonishing and she will be clearly
missed by everyone at Kirkham.
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Athletics

On Thuraday 16 June, Kirkharm rawelled © Sanley
Fark in Black pool for the annual 805 Shlstics

Charpionzhipe. Cornpetion iz always wery tough
with 22 gchoolz forn hroughout he Morth Weat wking
part. There were four different age group categories,
U1 Boys, U Gids, LS Boys ared LHD Qs By
fe ard ol five ours figrce compeilion KEJS rad
achiswed e Tllowing rezult;

GOLD

U1 Boys 800 malias - Arde Dowcs
L1 Biows Loy Juimi - Ardive Diowcs
U1 Sinls Loitg Juimis - Hatlie Macsdan

U1l Bowa 4 X 100 rostres relay - Siden Hasywweard,
Archis Oowdz, Feddie Tarrantand Ben Wigginz in
WEW RECORD TIME!

SILYER

U111 Girl= 4 X 100 rmstes relay - &nya Baster, Bo
Macican, Taha Annsiaad aivd Halle Macksan

U111 Bowye 150 rogtrea - Freddis Tarrant
L1 EiMs Hurslas - Bo Masies

UG Boys Hurees - Austin Duitiach
LC Boys 150 matas - Alaw gy Kana

BROMZE

U111 Bows Hurdlas - Tiaimas Shuitawcdy
U1 Sids Hygin Jaimi - Tala Anmsiead
LG Boys B0 iMakas - Alas Mauds

U0 Bowe 4 8 100 rietrearelay - exanderFans, Mas
Mauds, Suzin Clutterbock and Ouwain Heathoote-
Joitas

Thess are Bntastic reaults and swryone should b
wegry proud of heir periormancez, ewn if they did
not win & rmedal. Thank wou o all the parente and
grandparents who beawed e wet weather to offer
their zupport
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SIXTH FORM ARTISTS & PHOTOGRAPHERS TAKE
INSPIRATION FROM RENAISSANCE ITALY
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For the past six years the Sixth Form artists
and photographers have travelled to Europe
as part of their preparation for their A-level
examinations. Cities visited to date include
Berlin, Paris and Rome. This year was an
emphasis on Renaissance Art and Architecture
so Florence and Siena were the destinations
of choice. Once again it was a trip that was
visually rewarding for everyone including staff,
Sixth Formers and a small group of GCSE
photographers. The following is a report by U6
Fine Artist, Sophie Coplestone.

This year, the KGS Art department took 17
of us lucky art students on a fantastic trip to
Florence, Italy. It was an amazing opportunity
for both photography students and fine artists
as we visited many different places full of
culture and tradition.

We stayed in a lovely hotel facing the River
Arno and were perfectly positioned, within
walking distance of everything. On the first
day we walked to the San Marco church and
convent (which is now a museum). It was
home to Fra Angelico, a 15th century painter,
and holds many of his masterpieces. We were
able to spend a good few hours here sketching
(photo right of me sketching), photographing
and appreciating the history and art behind it
all. In the afternoon we took a trip to Il Duomo
di Firenze, the Florence Cathedral. This was
incredibly beautiful and to get a good view of
the city, we all climbed up 463 steps to the top
of the bell tower. This view allowed us all to
capture some fantastic photos of the Duomo
itself and of Florence.

I think, for me, the highlight had to be
seeing Michael Angelo’s sculpture of David. |
remember visiting the Galleria Dell' Accademia

when | was younger and being blown away by
it so | knew coming back to Florence, | definitely
wanted to see it again. The Uffizi Gallery was
wonderful and we were able to appreciate the
works of Botticelli and Da Vinci; my favourite
was The Birth of Venus.

On the last day we got the train to Siena, this
was incredibly idyllic as it was full of history and
really narrow backstreets which were perfect to
take photos of. We were given plenty of time to
explore the city and visit the gothic cathedral.
This gave the artists the opportunity to sit in the
sun and sketch our surroundings.

| thoroughly enjoyed the trip to Florence, the
weather was lovely, but the trip was made by
the people. Everyone got on really well and
the staff were extremely helpful and organised
which altogether made for a wonderful trip!

506-8 FILM 206-8 FILM



U6 Examination Art & Deisign Work
featured on these pages

Seline Turner at work on this page




Maria Sayers




A-LEVEL

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography as an A-level subject continues to be very popular with the standard of
work increasing each year. The variety of themes also continues to grow as was evident
in this year's end of year exhibition. A good volume of the work featured photographs
taken whilst on the Florence & Siena Trip over the Easter break. Works of note were the
exhibition by Georgia Ansell (photos left & bottom) who put together a varied portfolio
that should gain her a place at Falmouth to study a degree in Photography. Also of note
was a series of work titled 'Powder' by Cara Roberts (photo below and right), L6. The
shots were taken in our Senior Art Studio with the talented dancer and model Tilly (a
friend from Cara's dance school). Guests were very impressed by all the department's
photography at the annual exhibition held in all the Art rooms and Dining Hall.
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WEDNESDAY 29 JUNE 2016

THE DINING ROOM E6 E7 ES

18:00 — 19:30

A MUST FOR ALL INTENDING TO DO ART & DESIGN

The Art & Design's annual Exhibition was once
again a great success, with pupils, parents,
staff and other guests attending. On show was
over fifty students Fine Art and Photography
projects marking the end of the two year GCSE
and A-level courses. All work had been marked
by the examination board, so it was time to
invite everyone in, to see what talent we have
here at Kirkham Grammar School. Taking an
examination course is a huge commitment of
the students and their parents, as so much
is done outside of school, be it family visits
to places of interest on the Fylde coast or a
family holiday to New York. One such trip by
the Coplestone family led U6 student Sophie
to take photographs of New York street views
then sketch and draw from them, then finally
create large scale paintings that are featured on
this page and the front cover of this Kirkhamian
Magazine. Her progress was well documented
on the department's twitter feed. The A-level
work will be on display in E8 for a while to come
as too is the GCSE Exhibition in the Dining
Room. Do enjoy viewing our students fantastic
work.
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KIRKHAM

GRAMMAR SCHOOL
HOUSE REPORT

The term as a whole has been busy, with
House Tennis, Cricket, Rounders, Technology
and Drama all taking place in addition to
the Athletics and all credit must be given
to all four Houses for consistently having
people participate in the myriad of activities
that represents the Whitby Cup competition.
The key to the House System’s success is
participation and leadership, and this term has
certainly seen genuine levels of commitment
from pupils of all ages.

-~ .
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At the time of writing there is a battle for 2nd,
3rd and 4th places in the overall Whitby Cup
standings, but one House has been the clear
front-runner all year, and congratulations must
go to School House on their well-deserved
victory.

School House once again proved too good for
all the other Houses on Sports Day, amassing
a fantastic total of 682 points and winning the
House Athletics Trophy by quite some margin.
Preston, Kirkham and Fylde Houses were

way behind despite some great performances
across all age groups.

Individually, the Senior Girls competition was
won by Sophie Warden, with the Intermediate
competition being won by Hannah Mears
and Ella Moulding, and the Juniors by Darcey
Lonsdale, who set a new school record for the
Junior Girl 800m race. For the Senior Boys the
competition winner was James Maddrell, with
Evan Powell for the Intermediates, and Luca
Sempers for the Juniors.










KGJS

CHARITY TRIATHLON

TrEe ey

On Saurday 7 May, hirty hres  children, along
with iz Baxer, hirz Adeen, hirz Tickle and hir
Buterworh, took partin a Charity Triathlon o raize
imcitay 1o Bindin House Grldean's Hogooe, Everycing
zuarm 10 lengthze of the Kirkhar pool, wih most
cihvooainyg dflierand sives dor aacy gy, As wall 3=
the raditional strokes, they alzo swarn back wards
and sormerzauled their way down he pool!l Meat,
all compeliors fravalad 1o Frasicn Spoits Arend,
12 faka par in e g v oyding dsciplives,
This rwcivwed Uiy rouind T2 Fack fouir timas 1o
cornplete ong mile before cornpledng hres milsz on
T fikas . Tine ava] dsplaged greal sportsimansnip
At 2aim efioid. lin1odal oveir 1300 was raised, wWhich
15 3 TVAse ACHENETIENT TS S8 aCie Wit 1ok
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PRE-SCHOOL

Fig-Schaal hawe had awe w busy waim and che childign have beenuw b wande fullds Pre-Schaoal
appwaachad vhe end o vhe academic year. they waie wary @ckad 1a suan pepating far thei
Summe Piodunon. This year. thay decided Lhatthe theme of the it shaw wou H be abou wha
ma== = chldren wha fiey ame, Amaming litl= peap=" The producian wes all abaud being
dilterant, wiil= living in Dur dien wadd ', 230 = dhidren became diat= and aranastsin ==ach
ol uniquene==. The producion wea= amazing and really showcmsed an sxplakon o 1deni fa
we awe A Pre-Echoal!!'On Saurday 18 June, parents, 1amily and Hiend=janed the Pre-Echod
chidsenigihgi ounSpans Oayl The sunshaneand alihe childien had 3 wandaful ime . 1aking
pan invhe difaem waces. Alax o Lhe dads @ nadk pan inanegg and =paan ace. ..o causme
erd[': farjun witn na ninl gl campefiivene==!l Allaraan = wa= enjaped by all ateneand = and i
W lbvely v seena many lamily membeis the 12 inchud ing aHar siblings. suppaninghe chikdian.
T Wedne=day 22 Jun=, e Pre-Echoal chidren wisited Tuhday Woads Ovd and Sirds ol Prey
Hanouay in Prigmanand they had che besuiimae ewarl They ma=ame of Lhe hbirds Lhar ling thaie
and were dbl= g f=ed mame al fe dierm iypes ol onl= 2 ey wakched fem il ama their
amsAenhEspa aupeienee Lhey may bewaking shax hivds lan quike =amavims 11 camel



11 Trip to Martin Mere

During May, the 11 children enjoyed a wonderful
day out at Martin Mere. On arrival, they had an
educational talk in the classroom about the different
ways birds find food and how they move. Everyone
enjoyed learning the flamingo dance with their hand
puppets! They were excited to have a tour with Kirstin
and Helen to see the wonderful variety of wildlife,
including the otters and flamingos. Alter enjoying a
delicious picnic lunch, the children had a fantastic
time on the extensive adventure playground. They
finished off a perfect day by feeding seed to the
ducks, ducklings, geese and goslings.




J1 Trip to Chester

On Wednesday 22 June, J1 madea their annual
joumey to Chester, otherwise known as Dewa, 1o
complete their work, learning about the Romans.
When they amived, thay were met by a Roman
legionary who took them to the Roman gardens
fo train them to become soldiers. After this,
they moved on to the amphitheatre to watch a
gladiator fight between Mr Butterworth and Miss
Cooperl Next, they had lunch at the museum
and began their tour. They leamed all about what
life was like in Roman Chester for the soldiers
who came hera. J1 really enjoyed the hands on
section, pretending to be archaeologists and
trying on armour. The children finished their trip
with a visit to the gift shop. They had a fantastic
day!

I3 Trip to Samlesbury Hall

The 13s were extremely excited as they began their
journey to Samlesbury Hall in the middle of May. They
embarked on a historical journey and travelled back in
time to meet the Tudors to learn all about how hard it
was for children in those times. From the age of three,
they were scrubbing floors, hunting for animals, cooking
and building fires to keep their families warm. |3 really
enjoyed exploring all the difierent rooms and even met
King Henry VIII! They designed their own shields and

gargoyles to scare away the evil spirits and they all loved
the Priest Room even though it was very cold! Trap doors
and secret passages were discovered and the king told
them about how they were used in battles. The children
all asked some very interesting questions and, whilst
they were having lunch, Miss Fountain even played the
pianc! A super day, with everyone thoroughly enjoying
consolidating their knowledge about the Tudors!



)

33 Trip to Waddow H all

The J3s had an excellent day at Waddow
Hall on Wednesday 11 May The main
focus of their visit was to reinforce and
extend their friendships and work on their
team building skills. The children were
split into three groups and then headed
off to complete their tasks. They had
fun being blindfolded before being led
around the "Nighlline' course. Here they
had to follow a sighted leader who guided
them through the woods with a variety of
obstacies and trip hazards to negotiate:
The ‘Rabbil Warren' challenged those
afraid of small, dark spaces and, with the
help of their pears, were able to overcome
their fears: At lunch, they whizzed down
the hill on grass sledges and then finally
they completed Team Games and Team
Building’ activities. A great time was had
by all and the weather was perfect!
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Be inspired by amateur theatre

Actors claim Top Awards

Kirkham Grammar School were delighted to
receive four nominations from NODA (National
Operatic and Dramatic Association) for their
production of Hamlet. The awards evening
on Saturday 30 April was held at the Mercure
Hotel, Manchester and KGS were astounded
to win three of the top awards: Year 11 student
Mason Forrest won Best Male Lead Actor for
his outstanding performance as Hamlet, Elyssia
Cockshott won Best Female Lead Actor for
her haunting portrayal of Ophelia and Sophie
Coplestone secured Best Female Supporting
Actor for her role as Hamlet's tortured mother

i

Gertrude. Anthony Hudson was also nominated,
and although he was not successful, received a
NODA in the Blackpool District Awards for Most
Entertaining Performance for his role as the
corrupt King Claudius.

Both Elyssia and Sophie are hoping to go on
to Drama School at the end of this academic
year; Elyssia has secured a place at the
Guildhall School in London and Sophie is
through to the final round of auditions for the
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and LAMDA
in London. Both girls have been involved in all

of the school Shakespeare productions, and
clearly this has stood them in good stead for
their future acting careers.

Jane Barrie, Director of Drama, said, "We are
very proud of our students and delighted that
their talent has been recognised. We won five
NODAs last year for The Tempest and our
Junior School production was also recognised
at the District award ceremony. It is a wonderful
organisation for all involved." It's onwards and
upwards for Drama at KGS!
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AJIS Music & Last Choir Singing

On Tuesday 8 March, thirty members of the
Kirkham Grammar Junior School Choir, along
with Mrs Shuttleworth, Miss Evans and Mrs
Tickle, travelled to Bury Grammar School for the
AJIS Music Festival. This event tested the range,
coordination and harmonies of the young voices
and, with founteen schools taking part, the level of
competition was high! The adjudicator for the event
was top Manchester opera singer, Tina O'Brien.
Dunng the course of tha day, in both the maming
and afternoon sessions, each school choir sang
two songs. Kirkham chose to sing ‘The World's
Greatest' and The Rose’and they sang their hearts
out! Kirkham Grammar Junior School were tha
winners of the aftemoon session and, after being
judged as the overall winner of both sessions,
were awarded the AJIS Music Festival traphy. This
is an outstanding achisvement! Following on from
this event, on Thursday 10 March, the Kirkham
Grammar Junior School Choir also took part in the
Last Choir Singing’ competition at Marine Hall,
Flestwood. Again the competition was high with
seven schools taking part in Heat 1 and Kirkham
Grammar were awarded the runners up trophy.
The KGJS Choir went through to the 'Last Choir
Singing Final’ at King George's Hall in Blackburn
on Friday 17 June and compseted against nine
schools from across Lancashire. Even though
the choir didnt get placed in the final results, their
performance was simply outstanding and each and
evary one of them should fesl very proud. Thank
you to all the parents, grandparents and fnends
who came along to support and well done to all the
children who took par in these events!
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YOUNG VOICES
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4t the beginning of harch, 58 wery excied pu pils, along wih
hirz Shutlsworh, hkz Caze, Mizz Rountain, hr Botter worth,
hlizz Oe hiaine , b Bdgar and hia Tickle, astoff © perform at
the ‘oung Woices Concert 2016 at the Manches®r &rena. On
arrival atthe &rena, the children were shown © their asate o
the rehearzal. After two houra rehsarzing, e children enjoyed
a packed tea, before reurning © heir @ats ready or hie main
concert. The children and 2&ff thoroughly enjoywed the swent
windn vduges saveral Fdst roluding Laura Wiagnd, Tie
Beatbos Collecive, Urkan Strides and Tormn Billingon, a2 well

az a Wl live band and e internaionally aczlairmed conductor
Ciawe Laveaivae, Tive aimosenase was aachio are e ouig
Whices Concert, who thiz wear celebrate higir 20 anniweraany,
aawovwer FO00 lacal achool children periormn ogether ower thres
nighte & capadtyaudisnce of fienda and Brnily The children
[and 2= really did @ing heir beartz outand danced e night
auay! Wl he children were eacellentre pressntaives or KGJS
and each and swery ong of thernzhould fesl wry proud to hawve
wken part in auch a gpectcular evwent; one they will ho pedlly
rerrernber for the reatof figir livwe!
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Singing Competition
Ower e lazt four weeka, he children and staff
PIENE e Sy PaRAis g 1o e TS aver House
Singing Cornpsition. The s&ndard waz high and
the judgez, hir Berry, Mrz Shotleworth and b
Lockstt had a wery ough decigion on their handz.
The periormances were outstanding acrozz all four
houzea howswer fiere could only bs one winner and

Cofnorma waia crowenad the 2016 House St
Charnpionz . Wsll done to all e children and &



St. Georges Day
FESTIV AL

—~ i ®
a8

On Saturday 23 April, 2 number of J3 and J4 children took par in the
St George's Day parade in Lytham. The sun shone and the event was
a truly wonderful occasion, with the J3 children delighting the crowds
with their compilation of ukulele songs! In the evening, the KGJS Ghoir,
Vocal Ensemble and StafffParent Choir emtertained guests whilst they
enjoyed a champagne reception at the St George's Day 'Black Tie
Ball', The children, staff and parents all sang beautifully! Thank you fo
all the children, parents and families... your support with this was much
appreciated, on what turned out to be a very busy dayl!







Kirkham Grammar School’s Under 15 squad had a comfortable victory against Bury Grammar School with
the seeds of victory effectively sewn in the opening overs after a superb spell from Callum Doyle, who
found himself on a hat-trick in the first over of the day. Doyle exploited the swing friendly conditions well
as he pitched the ball up with good pace; at the other end Charlie Partington backed him up with a very
accurate four over which only cost four runs. At 5-3 Bury were certainly up against it as Sebastian Roche
and Niall Higham, with his leg spin, ably backed up the Kirkham opening bowlers. Bury managed to put two
partnerships of 23 together to nudge the score past 50 but Thomson and Acton responded with some tight
overs of their own towards the end of the innings. Bury pushed up towards 60 with the loss of 5 wickets
after their allotted 20 overs.

The Kirkham reply was a positive one despite losing Captain Evan Powell who was magnificently caught
at cover from a flashing drive. Joe Thomson was joined by Partington as the pair took the score to 21,
before Thomson was bowled by Legg with a delivery which cut back violently. Nathan Wood then came
to the crease and it was clear he had commitments in the afternoon as he proceeded to play with vigour.
Kirkham edged towards victory which was accelerated by Wood who hit two magnificent straight sixes from
consecutive balls, however two balls later he succumbed to a slower ball and was caught with only six runs
needed for a fine 23. Cameron Wilkinson, in at number 5 helped Partington to victory in the following over.




151 Birley
2nd Colborne
3rd  Clifton
4th Drapers




U11 Boys & Girls at the North
of England Hockey Finals

On Tusaday 15 March, hie N1 Bowr and Girls Hockey
tearre Tawelled to Leeds Univerzity o ke partin the Horh
of England Hocksy Finalz. The boye achiswsd the following
rasults 1 e fiest rouing; Sullarooalas won -0, Hlirgs Sohodd
Sty wior 2-1 2 51 Dlaves woin 1-0. B e sami-final,
Kidsinaim imadl Marcrgale fism Modihuimsen e aind beyain
1o play i beas] hockiey of T seascn. The score was o0
al Ul ime i panalty ioks deoes W wolld progiess o
T findl. Foilinalaly, KEJS ware succassiul e Alnchaim
Frap ware i appcranls. Kiikinaim again playeds fanlasiic
riockey i al fie final whisla, e soore was o0, Panally
s e wir wod e pa biciin o Bl aice! Sraimipions aire
Tine il resull was a visicry 10 Allnrehaim Freg, All B bays
zhould bs wery proud of how they played and were a credit
to the achool. The girls achiswed the following reaultz in e
Tirsl iouing; Barrdie Casile siaw 1-1, Kings Macclasfisdc won
1-0 A Wakafids Gids Hgh Sonedl wen 1-0.These ragiiis
madril Kirkihaim hag wian Bli gioup aind wanl nle e Sami-
firal 1o faca Yaim. This was a sighily 2asier gaime wich
EGJS wizin 200 Hlidsnaim prograssad 1o fve final alcing wits
Cundall Manc i, after ull ime, fe gaime aitdar -0, [ue
to hie ournarnentrunning late, it waz decided hat both Bamse
Wil snaice e 1lle sz Hiikiham were oowinad (sl Kot
i Erglaiesd Hookay Chaimpicins! Thdink you 1 all e paieinls
wWins frasalad 1o Leatds 1o appci Bolin 12ams!

U20 Rugby World Cup Visit

Towarss five airtc May, KEAS had a seacial ws fom the LD
Rugioy wioidsd S, All fve classas waie qiwe i oty
1o e Ty o 1k watin e o Tire wWor s Rugosy
LD Craimipinainge 100k place iy Mandasiar s T - 25 Jurs
e Uiuire stars of Wiorld Rugioy ook 1o e slage! Thaik
wou i Jaimas walker froim fe Seiicr Soihcdd Tor crganisineg
s wordell chanee 1o us 10 sea T wiorls Sup,

11 St Pius
Rounders Tournament

Th Fadday 20 May, e U gins favalled o 51 Pus X
for 3 Rouindars Touirdimeand, Sevan 12aims ooimpealad
iy Biiddnaim it Al of i S gamas 1o wn Tie
Tcdiraimd. Tiis was ain escallanieaim parionmaree,
but & pecial congratulaions mustge o Hattis Madden
WD W aAsS e plaer of Tre dourmaiman]. wall scine
1z all!



Rugby School of the Year 2014 - 2016
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ENGLAND
RUGBY

Kirkham Grammar School has long enjoyed a
reputation for developing talent in Rugby Union
at every level, with its teams competing with
and regularly defeating schools with far larger
numbers of boys from which to select. This
season, however, the school has surpassed even
its own exceptional standards, with teams at every
age group enjoying success and former pupils
starring for their clubs and at international level.

Kirkham Grammar adopted the fifteen-a-side
game in 1924, at the initiative of the legendary
Headmaster Reverend Creswell Strange. The
story goes that he had become exasperated
by the poor performance of the football team,
and the school magazine records matches
in that inaugural season against Lancaster
RGS, Blackpool Secondary School and Hutton
Grammar, all resulting in honourable defeats.
From such humble beginnings the School has
built a reputation as one of the leading exponents
of the game: ninety-two years later Kirkham
stands proudly at the very top of the schoolboy
game with the 1st XV undefeated in successive
seasons, a total of 28 games, with 1032 points for
and 206 points against.

This second unbeaten 1st XV season has been
followed by a number of further achievements for
Kirkham Grammar School Rugby. In the last month
of the school rugby season KGS 1st VIl won the
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Durham Sevens, were Semi Finalists in the largest
schoolboy tournament in the World, the Rosslyn
Park HSBC National Schools Sevens where
they defeated defending champions Wellington
College, in a tight game where KGS ran out 17-
12 winners after scoring two outstanding tries
through Aron Reed and Henry Pearson. The under
15 XV’s were crowned Lancashire Champions as
well as winning the Kings Macclesfield Sevens
and AKS Sevens. The under 13 VII's won the
Packwood Haugh Sevens’s and were runners
up in the U13 XV Lancashire Cup. To cap it all
Kirkham Grammar were awarded by Lancashire
as Rugby School of the Year.

On an individual note a number of KGS players
have played for Lancashire at various levels but
pride of place must go to the boys who have
reached International Level. George Blackwell
and Jamie Ross represented Scotland U19’s
against Japan, Tom Carleton, Nick Ashcroft and
Matt Woodward played for England U18 Counties
against France and Ireland and Connor Wilkinson
played for England U20 Counties side. Sam
Dugdale and Kieran Wilkinson (photo right) played
for England under 16’s against Wales.

Meanwhile Old Kirkhamians are to be found up
and down the country playing club rugby, and
the School has a remarkable three players who
are current full internationals for their countries.
Kieran Marmion, who left KGS in 2010 and plays
for Irish provincial side Connacht, won his fifth full
international Irish cap during the recent RBS Six
Nations Tournament. Kieran Brookes, who left
KGS in 2009 and plays for Northampton Saints,
won his sixteenth full international cap for England
during the same tournament as well as playing
for England in the 2015 World Cup. Also Richard
Wigglesworth, playing for Saracens, winners of
the Aviva Premiership and European Champions
2016, left KGS in 2001 has accumulated twenty
seven full international caps for England including
the 2011 and 2015 World Cup.

In the Sevens game, Dan Bibby and Richard
de Carpentier are both regulars in the current
successful full England line-up. Daniel Bibby was
crowned as HSBC England Sevens Player of the
Year.

All five players were prominent members of the
school’s powerful 1st XV during their time at the
school, and have remained in touch with the
school which set them on the road to success.
Also former 1st XV Captain Pat Sanderson is
now a Sky Sports presenter and former England
Captain.

With the current 1st XV in such outstanding form
this season and last, having not lost a fifteen-a-
side game in two seasons, defeating leading
school sides such as Tonbridge and Sedbergh
along the way, it would be no surprise if more ex-
KGS players were seen winning full caps for their
countries in future years.

e Cwitker «cs
https://twitter.com/KGSrugby
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LANCASHIRE SCHOOL HOCKEY CHAMPIONS
in all age groups 2015 - 2016
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Grammar  School, experienced or further games against Scotland and Germany.
inexperienced, Kirkham Grammar School  Additional games against Belgium and the 6
prides itself on meeting the needs of nations are scheduled for the summer.

all. Hockey is played two terms a year,
with a full fixture lists across both terms
that include games against schools,
universities and clubs from across the
country. Our hockey coaches are well
qualified, experienced and enthusiastic,
boasting past and present national league
playing and coaching credentials. They
are complemented by a hockey graduate
gap student of high calibre to ensure
the pupils have plenty of young positive
role models. Our emphasis is not on
winning but rather on player and pupil
development whilst giving players the
ultimate hockey experience.

Every girl can play Hockey at Kirkham  at Lilleshall during the Easter break with §
?
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ENGLAND
HOCKEY

During the 2015 - 2016 all our teams had
an outstanding competitive season, with
all age groups being crowned Lancashire
Champions. The results from all matches
have been excellent from our U11 girls and
boys squads at KGJS, straight through to
our U18s, 8 teams in total.

On an individual level it was a very
successful season for Rachel Greenwood
in the 5th Year who has just completed
playing for the KGS 1st Xl for three
seasons. She has represented the U16
Pennine Puma’s team which in turn
resulted in selection into the U16 England
Squad. She represented England U16

Xl against Holland (photo right), scoring

e Ewikker «c

https://twitter.com/KGSHockey —




Diary Dates

Old Kirkhamians’ Association AGM
& Northern Reunion Dinner
Saturday 15 October 2016

A-level Results
Thursday 18 August 2016

GCSE Results

Thursday 25 August 2016 Open Evening

Thursday 10 November 2016
1st Year Induction Day
Monday 5 September 2016 Celebrate Sport Ball

Friday 18 November 2016

New School Year begins

Tuesday 6 September 2016 Friends Christmas Fair
Friday 2 December 2016
Archbishop of York, John Sentamu visit

Sunday 9 September 2016 Christmas Concert

Thursday, 8 December 2016
Senior School Annual Prizegiving & Speech Day

Thursday 15 September 2016 Carol Service

Thursday 15 December 2016
Gary Sheffield, WWI Lecture "The Somme"

Wednesday 5 October 2016 “Young” OKA Reunion
at The Grapes, Wrea Green

Open Afternoon Monday 19 December 2016

Sunday 9 October 2016
Senior School Entrance Exam

New Parents’ Welcome Evening Saturday 21 January 2017

Wednesday 12 October 2016
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Gary Sheffield "The Somme"

Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 9 February 2017
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Wed 5 October 2016 THE SOMME 100

As part of the school’s commemoration
of World War One, we are delighted
to welcome Professor Gary Sheffield
to lecture at school on Wednesday

Professor Gary Sheffield’s lecture,
Douglas Haig and the Battle of the
Somme Revisited, promises to be a
fascinating interpretation of the events

War including his most recent book,
Douglas Haig: From the Somme to
Victory. He is the co-editor of Douglas
Haig: War Diaries and Letters 1914-18

5 October. Last year’s lecture series
proved to be agreat success with sell-out
audiences attending thought-provoking
lectures from Professor Winter, Richard
Van Emden and Professor Sir Hew
Strachan, all experts in their field.

of 1916 in the centenary of one of the
most well-known battles of the conflict.
Gary Sheffield is an internationally-
recognised expert on the First World
War, especially the role of the British
army. He has written a number of
critically acclaimed and commercially
successful books on the First World

Kirkham Grammar School,

and has also written the feature article
in this month’s BBC History Magazine.

Tickets are now on sale from the school
for this event and we look forward
to welcoming you to hear Professor
Sheffield speak in October.

Ribby Road, Kirkham, Preston, Lancashire.
PR4 2BH Tel: 01772 684264 Fax: 01772 672747
e-mail: info@kirkhamgrammar.co.uk web: www.kirkhamgrammar.co.uk




