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Editorial

Editor: J. G. SHARPLES

Sub-Editors: A
A, A. MACPHERSON, J. R. LANCE, S. H. WILCOCK, G. NORRIS

beginning of the Summer Term, received news of

the death of the Rev. Cresswell Strange, to be followed

so shortly by the news of Mrs. Strange’s death. Tt
was fitting that they should be undivided in death as in life,
for their work for the School was one; the School was all;
duty and devotion could go no further. We give an appreci-
ation of their life and work in the following pages. = Their
example should be a-light to our path.

I T was with great sorrow that the School, at the

The ‘school is now rapidly drawing to the end of yet
another year, and much water has passed under our bridge
since the last “ Kirkhamian »’ issue. The intervening months
have seen the end of a successful Rugger season, the completion
of an excellent season by those mystifying ‘‘types’ who
follow the cross-country “cult,”” and now the more lazy days
of ericket are also fast drawing to an end. Looking back, past
sweated examinations and hard-run sports, T think we ecan
honestly pride ourselves on having completed an extremely
successful year and give ourselves perhaps a deserved, self-
satisfying pat on the back. However, self satisfaction is an
extremely dangerous state, particularly so in the case of a
school where community life is looked upon as being “so
important. Each individual knows himself just how he has
failed during the past year, and it is up to him alone to
remedy these failures during the coming year. .

To the boys who are leaving us, either to continue
their studies elsewhere or to join the Forces for their National
Service, we wish them the very best of luck throughout life
wherever they go, and sincerely hope that they will keep in
touch with the school. To those who meet here once more
next year, we hope that K.G.S. will once again have another
year of success, an inevitable happening if each boy will play
his part truly and do his duty towards the school.
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NOTES AND ITEMS

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE PAPER

The school re-assembled for the Spring Term to be faced
by the annual battle of wits, sometimes known as the General
Knowledge Paper (incidentally, in reply to repeated requests for
information we should like to point out that we have inside informa-
tion which seems to point to the surprising conclusion that the
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra is not Manchester’s City
Orchestral)

VISIT OF N. W. D. YARDLEY

On February 26th cricket enthusiasts turned up in force for
a harbinger of summer—a visit from Norman Yardley, the Yorkshire
Cricket Captain, plus the film “ Elusive Victory,” a pictorial record
of the last M.C.C. visit to Australia. With an eye to the fact that
the great man is also one of the English Selectors, the first XI tried
hard to impress, and are now looking forward confidently to surprise
selections for the Test matches against India!

SPRINGBOKS’ VISIT

During the term a party went from the school to Birkenhead
to watch the South African touring XV competently deal with a
combined Lancashire and Cheshire XV. The trip was highly success-
ful, even if the result was disappointing to our enthusiasts.

MEMORIAL DEDICATION

Towards the end of the Spring Term, the school memorial to
our old boys who fell in the Second World War was dedicated and
unveiled by the late Rev. Cresswell Strange, headmaster of K.G.S.
1919-1945. The ceremony was well attended by old boys, relatives
and friends of the school.

SALVETE AND VALETE

The schpol extends a hearty welcome to Mr. J. Madeley who
has filled the vacancy on the. staff caused by the departure of Mr. J.
Howells. Our very best wishes and thanks go with Mr. Howells in
his new appointment as headmaster of Deepdale Road Secondary
Modern School.

FILMS

Several film shows were arranged through the term, and
although the attendance from the day boy houses dropped slightly,
they proved to be a big success. The particular favourite was “ The
Happiest Days of Your Life,” and the slogan, “ Effort, St. Swithin’s!
Effort!” is still to be heard resounding from the boarders’ common

rooms.

PICKLES TROPHY RACE

, The school continued its excellent record in this annual race
by carrying off the trophy for the first time. The team, ably led
by E. Waite, included P. L. Jackson, J. N. Whalley and R, Gearing,
all deserving of the highest praise for their worthy effort.
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SALVETE

A, T. Rowe, Lower Vm., Preston House.
D. G. Lloyd, Lower Va., Ashton House,

VALETE

UPPER VI M
T. H. Clegg. Kirkham House,

School: Prefect; 1st XV; School Swimming team.
House: Prefect; Rugby, Cricket, Athletics, Swimming, Handball,
Cross-country running teams.
- Swimming Committee,
- C.C.F. Air Section,

J. B. Reader, Ashton House.
House: Prefect. .
Debating Committee.
C.C.F. Air Section,

K. Thornton. . Ashton House.
School: Prefect; 1st XV.
House: Captain, Rugby, Cricket, Athletics, Handball and Cross
. country running teams.
Co-Treasurer, Rugby Committee, Sub-Editor of Magazine,
Library Committee,
C.C.F. Sgt. :
' LOWER Vis
J. Hine. A School House
School: 1st XI.
House: Rugby, Cricket,: Athletics teams, Badminton Society
Treasurer, Cricket Film and Calendar Committee.
C.C.F.

UPPER Vm

J. F. Gardner, Fylde House.
House: Rugby, Athletics teams. '
C.C.F. " '

W. G. L. Wardle. - Lytham House
School: 2nd XV. . :
House: Rugby, Athlétics teams.

C.C.F.

. . UPPER Vs

D. B. Chatterton Lytham House
C.CF. - -

LOWER Vm

R. A. Blackledge Ashton House
C.C.F.

P. H. Calvert. Preston House
C.C.F. :

C. J. Clarke. Preston House
C.C.F.

R. L. Robson. School House
House: Rughy team. .
C.C.F.



o LOWER Vs . o
C. M. Mowbray. Preston House

C.CF.
UPPER 1IVa
R. A. Darrah, Lytham House
: LOWER 1Vb
A Richardson. Ashton House

IN MEMORIAM AETERNAM

- By the passing of the Rev. Cresswell Strange on April 21st,
and of Mrs. Strange only ten days later, this school has lost two of
its best known and best loved friends. The news of this double loss
came as a staggering blow, and cast a shadow of grief beyond
expression on the hearts of all those of our vast community of
K.G.S. who knew and loved them so well,

For twenty-six years, from 1919 to 1945, Mr. Strange guided
the destinies of our great school as its Headmaster, and proved him-
self to be probably the most potent personality and forceful factor
our school in its long history has ever known.

His view of his position here was not merely as his job or
even vocation, but his whole life. No Headmaster has ever identified
himself so thoroughly with the life of any school as he did with ours.
He endowed it with his own personality, and gave it a character
mirrored from his own to such an extent that during his reign he
earned the right to regard Kirkham Grammar School in its widest
and fullest sense—not bricks and mortar, but people who had taken
his spirit and followed his example—as his own creation. .

Duty and Service meant something very real to Cresswell
Strange. In the course of duty he knew but one kind of road, a
straight one. He tolerated no wavering and no meandering, either
in himself or those temporarily in his care, and many a.would-be
shirker soon learned the lessons of discretion and submission,

To use one of Mr. Strange’s favourite metaphors, the good ship
K.G.S. always needed the master’s hand, so he, the captain and
pilot, was always to be found at the helm. He spared himself not at
all, but gave his all with untiring energy and magnetic enthusiasm
to the task he had undertaken, “ Have I done enough for my
School 7” was a question he never asked himself nor considered in
others. So long as a single task remained to be done, one had never
done enough.

He saw life as a series of ever-widening loyalties: Loyalty to
one’s self, loyalty to one’s family, loyalty to one’s school, loyalty to
one’s country, and loyalty to God. Each of these loyalties was not
merely the result, buti the purpose of that which preceded it. “ To
thine own self be true” in order that you may become the kind of
man to whom it will be impossible to be false to any man.

Mr. Strange was a man of simple but inflexible faith, with a
consuming zeal and enthusiasm for honour, honesty, generosity and
courage which inexorably led others to follow his example.

He was very ambitious for our school. He wanted it to be
different, the best school in the world. He instilled this belief in
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every K.G.S. boy; and worked with them and through them towards
the fulfilment of that wish. :

Many old boys who were here with him will remember the
homilies from the platform in which they were repeatedly éxhorted
to put their school first in their lives. “ In term time,” I can hear
him say, “ there is no time for outside pleasures. School life is so
full during the few weeks of term, that if you live it as you ought,
being loyal in every sphere of that life’s activity, it will take up all
vour time. Keep your pictures of other pleasures for the holidays,
but when you are here you must put school first, school second
and school every time and all the time.”

Qo far I have written of Mr. Strange only as our Headmaster,
because it was into the work and duties involved in this capacity
that he put all his main ardour, and because it was as Headmaster
that I worked with him and came to know him so well, but he still
fourid time to workl and serve in many other ways. He was deeply
devoted to his Church, and as a priest gave ungrudging assistance to
the several viecars of Kirkham. He was always in his place on Sunday
mornings, and willingly would he officiate at any service. He was
a wonderful preacher, and his sermons were a joy to all and a
comfort to many.

He took a full and active part in the civie life of Kirkham.
He was chairman of the Kirkham Urban District Council for manv
years, and a member of that Council for many more. He was a
well known figure in the district and made innumerable friends out-
side the School. He it was who, with his usual energy and force-
fulness, instituted and carried through the scheme for a War
Memorial Garden in Kirkham.

Such, then, was the man Cresswell Strange. Many in their
young days at K.G.S. may have come to fear him, but all sooner or
later came to know him as a trusted friend, a wise counsellor, one
to whom they could come for help and guidance. I have yet to meet
the Old Boy of his day who did not hold him in respect and affection.

And now, what can I say of that dear lady, Mrs, Strange, who
during all those twenty-six years shared his burdens, his joys and his
sorrows. In perhaps a less spectacular way her life’s contribution
to our school was as energetic, as effective and as important as his.
Her most outstanding characteristic was her kindness. Surely no
one ever lived to whose credit more acts of unselfish kindness can be
placed. She always offered a delighted welcome to anyone at any-
tilrlne. Without favour of creed or station she lavished kindness on
alk,

To the boarders especially she was a second mother who cared
for them and comforted them in their first longing home-sickness.
To many a shorn lamb has she tempered the wind by her kind and
tactful pleading, :

They left us in 1945 on V.J. Day, but their love and thoughts
for K.G.S. never ceased and never could. They came back to us on
several occasions, together often, but the last time Mr. Strange came
back, his wife could not accompany him. She was very ill in
Warwick Hospital, but she urged him to come and unveil the memorial
to those Old Boys, “ Our Boys ” as she called them, who lost their
lives in World War II. He came, and who can forget those wonder-
ful words he spoke to us, as he performed this, his last public act.
Both of those dear people were proud and happy that he was able
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to come, and ‘'he would have found supreme joy in that his last
public service should be for his beloved school,

Again] in imitation of his own words, not they were, but they
are fine people. Though they have been taken from us, we have
not lost them, for their spirit, that “ Spirit of K.G.S.” which they
created, will never die in the hearts of those with whom they were
so happy.

I conclude with a part of that favourite prayer of his, for
our benefactors of whom they are surely the chief,

“ We give Thee humble and hearty thanks, O most mereciful
Father, for all our benefactors, and for the lives and examples of all
who have served Thee here.”

Thank God for their lives, their example, and their service.

G.B.

- EASTER FAIR

Whilst numerous pessimistic members of the community were
debating as to whether we were to expect hail, sleet or rain the
following Saturday, Mr. Coward and the more industrious members of
the community wiere putting in some hard work in attempting to
convert the School Assembly Hall from its somewhat shambolic
appearance of Thursday and Friday to the well-organised, neat,
compact bazaar of Saturday afternoon. As is generally the case,
difficulty was found in attempting to force all the stalls into such a
small space and so it was necessary for the majority of the games
to seek asylum in the School House Junior Common Room. However,
after the usual last minute ‘scurrying’ the proceedings were organ-
ised in reasonable time, and all waited, tensed with expectation, for
the arrival of our guests. -

At 2-15 p.m. the proceedings were opened by Mr, Norwood, who
was introduced by My, Wilson, the chairman, and from that moment,
from the lowest School House ‘spiv’ controlling the ‘roll-a-penny’ stall
to the chairman himself in his somewhat gaudy attire we can quite
confidently say that a good time was had by all.

The stallholders ‘bartered’ with their guests most appreciably,
and many were the persons who left a stall somewhat bewildered
by the quick-fire sales talk of it holder.

However not only the indoor games prospered but also the
outdoor ones, with the agile form of Wilcock defending his goal
against all comers. Several personages attempted to de-atomise
small bottles with tennis balls, all to no avail however, whilst others
tried their hand at shooting with Seed’s ‘flintlocks’ in the Range.

The Physics Laboratory was able to boast a Photographic
Exhibition, and some rather good prints and enlargements were on
show. The majority, however, were of the ‘“snap” variety rather
than the “ portrait,” but nevertheless * let first things come first.”
Those who did visit the Exhibition were greeted by a beaming smile
which succeeded in inducing the painless extraction of the admission
fee. The film show in the Geography Room attracted quite a crowd,
and a fair amount was taken.

7
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An’ added attraction was the Harriers’ fixture against Baines
Grammar School. Although ‘the first man home was not one of
ours, we managed to secure a fairly convineing victory.

- When -the ‘proceedings began to “simmer  down” z little, the
remaining goods were auctioned to the crowd with some . extra-
ordinarily good voecal work being put in by MecCredie and. Barnes.
These goods were soon cleared away, and the raffle tickets. drawn
for. (We trusti Mr. Crang has many happy hours in his -bath with
his galleon). These ended the afternoon’s entertainments.

) Throughout the proceedings refreshments were served by the
School Secretary and Meals Supervisor, "and also Mrs. Norwood
and staff in the canteen. . =l ) o

. . The hall was é6nce again subjected to another bout of recon-
struction as the School House Prefects gathered together the rapidly
diminishing numbers of juniors and ‘herded” them to the hall to
re-arrange the chairs in order that they could house the audience in
the evening. This new guise was soon adopted, thanks to the
“ forced labour.” - .

. - Once again the concert proved an overwhelming. success.
Though ‘ numerous” additions were made to the seating eapacity, it
was still insufficient to. take in all present, However, as “ Necessity
is the, Mother of Invention,” some incredible devices were erected
to. énable the rejected personages to view the performarnce. Most
parents were seatedy as our boys were giving up their seats to them,
and, with parents wallowing in their ill-gotten luxury, and small
boys- hanging,  draped, swinging, or otherwise suspended. from’
inconceivable vantage points, the proceedings began. -

The concert itself was up to ‘its usual standard and took its
usual form. - Aikman’s tlieory as to the whereabouts of Father
Christmas were all‘to no -avail (Debating Society9)

Mr, Crane’s boys gave a display of what our P.T, periods
ought- to be likey but unfortunately they are far from it. They gave
a- remarkable performance of “split-timing and precision, and are to
be heartily congratulated. - The surprise item of the staff produced
the .usual grotesque characters, consisting this time of a ditty con-
concerning the Services (the sailor appeared to be a little green-
looking), the accompaniment being supplied by Mr. Murray.

- ~"Other musical items were ihserted throughout the proeeedings,
and the play, “ Cat amongst the Pigeons,” was given by the Dramatic
Society. The partigipants are to be heartily congratulated on a
great performance, On the .whole the concert produced a most
enjoyable evening’s entertainment.

The Easter Fair was once again a great suceess, and the
Committee are to beé congratulated on a great achievement. The
result financially showed an increase on last year’s figures of about
(?iO/ -, the total amount being £132 (approximately), a most successful

ay. . :
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“THE TEMPEST "

Alonso, King of Naples . . . . . . . . . E. G. Thomson
Sebastian, his brother , « « « « . .« C, C. McGinty
Prospero, the right Duke of Mlla.n + « « . .+ d, D. Swarbrick
Antonio, his brother, the usurping Duke of Milan . . T. A. Burke
Ferdinand, son to the King of Naples . . . . _ . J. O. Bullock
Gonzalo, an honest old Counsellor . . . . M. F. Thorn
Adrian, Francisco, (Lords) . . . . D, T Bowe, W. J. P. Grime
Caliban, a savage and deformed slave . . . . . P. S. Aikman
Trmculo, a jester ., . « « « « « . < . . B. G. Spicer
Stephano, a drunken Butler « « « +«+ « « « . . 1 F. Heslop
Master of the ship « « « « <« « « « « « . . . A.Rigby
Boatswain . S J. D. R Jeffery
eranda, daughter to Prospero . . . J. M. Carmont
Ariel, an airy spirit . . . . . . . . . . . R, A Footman
Iris e « 4 « 4+ « 4 4+ « v v . . . B, B. Beardsworth
Ceres e % 4+ e 4 4 s e e e e 4w e e e W« + . A. Déan
Juno e« + 4 4 s « s = e v v v v v . . . D.M:Pierey

Manners,‘ Shapes and Reapers
- J. D. Farquhar, R. A. Park, N H. Léater.

Nympths . . . . . P. Bannister, J. E. Buckley, J. A. Pickup

The play produced by
G. Laughton, Esq., and E. J. Williams, Esq.

Stage Director « 4+ « +« « +« « « v « +« « . K. Thornton
StageManager &+ 4+ « s+ 4« + 4+ « « « « .+ . C, H. Thorp

Ass1stant Stage Managers
C. D. Matthews, W. B. Charity and P. B. Smith

Sett‘ings ‘designed by . ... . . H B Wllson Esq.
-~ " and constructed bV . . A, Harkm Esq.

with the help of the Art and Woodwork Departments

Lighting . . J. Humphreys

C under the superv1s1on of R. M. Barker, Esq.

Music .- . . o o . 0 ... o e G. Norris
‘Wardrobe .o .o MISS P P Duffy, Miss J.Bromley
Costumes and ngs by W A. Hume & Sons, Ltd., Manchester
Lighting Equipment. . . . ... ... . . Strand Electric Co., Ltd.

. . K.G.S. Dramatlc Society presented their version of William
Shakespeare s play, “ The Tempest,” on the nights of December 14th,
15th, and 17th. Regarded from a serious -standpoint as -a
Shakespearean play, the. observer sees faults much in eV1dence, but
regarded purely. as a school play these faults become amusing and
cause .considerable hilarity among the audience. - This play surely-
serves. as an excellent example of how humour changes through the
ages. Unless Mr. Middleton is present to lead the laughter, Shakes-
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peare’s wit passes unobserved by most of the audience, pieces
screamingly funny to our forbears being received in gloomy silence.
However, what laughter is aroused by the sight of a red, muscular
arm being inelegantly draped upon high by one of the supporting
caste, accompanied by a deep, booming voice!

It was the mistakes that drew most of the laughter—mistakes
that are bound to occur in any school production, especially on a
stage as small as ours. The opinion of the school is in favour of a
break away from the Elizabethan to something more modern,
especially a4 comedy written in English that comes to our ears with
more familarity that the Elizabethan, and with humour more coincid-
ental with our ideas of humour. “ The Tempest ”” is a difficult play
to stage at the best of times, and must always be something of a
gamble as to whether its humour and plot will “come off’* with
that particular audience. While giving credit to everyone concerned
with the staging of this rather difficult play, I feel something a little
less ambitious, and certainly something more modern, might have
been appreciated more.

Swarbrick, as the aged Prospero, did well with a role that
can very easily develop into nothing better than an unstimulating
dreary recitation of someone else’s words. Aikman gave us a viv-
acious and sueccessful Caliban, the real laughter raiser of the play.
Footman did well as Ariel, giving us hope of future talent in years
to come, while Spicer gave us a noisy, prancing Trinculo, Spicer
proving to be a greater object of laughter than Shakespeare’s wit.
Carmont proved to be adequate enough in getting over his lines
while never really being convinecingy Thomson, as Alonso, and
McGinty as -Sebastian his butler, did well enough. Bullock, as
Ferdinand, proved to be equal to his task—how difficult it must be to
make love to Carmont!

The stage crew did well to summount the difficulties necessarily
arising from putting on the stage a play concerning the supernatural.
However, I thought a little less noise behind stage might have
resulted in a better production, particularly in regard to the clanging
of bottles on the last night! The attendant nymphs and sprites, etc.,
caused considerable laughter if achieving nothing else, and in general
I think that the actors knew their parts well enough, needing little
prompting, even if little real acting was indulged in. Altogether,
while it never achieved any outstanding success, the less seriously
minded of us saw a recitation of “ The Tempest,” laughed deliriously
at the ridiculous, ignored Shakespeare, indulged in our usual lengthy
criticisms, told everyone how much better we could have done it,
swore we would never come to another school play, and then settled
down anxiously to pass another long year impatiently awaiting the
next production.

RUGBY FOOTBALIL—1951-52

The season 1951-52 has, in manv ways, been the best for
several years, and the form displayed by the School teams and in
set games has been most promising. The results obtained may not
have been as good as was hoped for, but, in general, the standard
of play throughout the school, and particularly in the 1st and 2nd
XV’s has been quite high. All four school teams have attempted to
play good open football, even when conditions were against this
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style of play, and the 1st XV games against the Old Boys and
K.E.S. Lytham stand out in the memory in this respect. It is right,
too, to say that the approach to the game has been good, and the
desire to learn more about the game and to improve one’s own
performance has never been more evident than this yvear: and this
general enthusiasm is noticeable right down to the newest arrival in
the School, the Third Forms. In fact, the new boys, many of whom
had hardly touched a Rugby football before, have taken to the new
game like a duck to water, and there have been many exciting
games and some good football in the New Field on Tuesday and
Friday mornings. What is lacking is a good background to the
game. Boys living at Ansdell or Ashton have the opportunity of
seeing Fylde or Preston Grasshoppers in action, but, except for the
extra-keen, boys of this school, which draws its members from a
large area, do not easily get the chance of seeing first-class Rugby
football. Without this background, and the consequent real love of
the game, there can never be a full reward for all the efforts of
those who are concerned with the running and good managemeént of

school football.

The results achieved by the 1st XV may seem a little dis-
appointing and not up to expectations, but the form displayed was.a
great improvement on previous years. It took a little time to find
the right combination, and in this respect we were not helped by
a very easy victory over a Rossall 2nd XV in the opening match of
the season; but once Wilcock was brought out of the scrum into
centre-threequarter, and Molloy promoted from -a most successful
2nd XV, with one or two adjustments in the scrum, the team then
began to display the form required of it. It gave a very strong
Old Boys’ team a very hard game, and narrowly lost the next game
to Blackpool Grammar School. The remaining matches of the winter
term were won, with the exception of a drawn game at Fleetwood,
but in the spring term, unfortunately, the weather took a hand, and
we were not able to match our strength against such teams as Hutton
and Balshaw’s G.S,

The strength of the team did not lie in any particular depart-
ment. A. A. Macpherson led a good scrummaging pack which
included a very capable back row, comprising K. Thornton, C.
McGinty and W. E. Hancock, the two former gaining Honours Caps
for their work throughout the season. Other good forwards-were J.
T. Robson and P, Barnes, whilst A. Righy was at times very promin-
ent in the loose. P. B. Smith was a very plucky serum-half, and
usually - combined well with W. B, Charity at outside half, The
mainspring of the attack in the three-quarter line was S. H. Wilcock,
who was later to fail narrowly to gain a place in the County School
XV as a wing forward. It was he who initiated most of the attacks
and brought out the best in D. Molloy, his co-centre, and S. T.
Jenkins on the wing. Jenkins showed possibly the greatest improve-
ment of any player in the team, and was very noticeable for his
strong run down the touchline and his combined play with Wilcock.
At full-back, J. G. Sharples was his usual calm and collected self,
but after the general reorganisation of the teams had very limited
opportunities for showing his capabilities.

The 2nd XV won all its matches except one, and in all respects
was a very strong side. Their main strength lay in a good hard-
running back division which had the ability to give and take a pass,
and which had plenty of speed on the wings. They were helped
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considerably by some good scrummaging and quick heeling on the
part of the forwards, and some good work at the base of the scrum
by G. Norris, first, and later by J. G. Leece. P. S. Aikman, the
captain, was prominent as a hard-working forward, and he received
great support from D, Inglesent and J. O. Bullock. Of the backs,
C. Matthews and J. N, Whalley were probably the best, whilst at
full back B. G, Spicer introduced a note of originality and of enter-
prise by joining in with the three-quarter line and initiating many
attacks as a change from the usual defensive kicks to touch.

The Colts were not such a good combination as.in previous
years, mainly owing to lack of weight and thrust in the three-
nuarters. The forwards played well and gained a good share of the
ball in the tight and loose, but the back division had neither the
speed nor abilitv to make much use of it. J. R. Singleton, A.
Penrose and R. Ward were the pick of the forwards, whilst in the
backs K. Parkinson, T. R. Benson and K. Crompton showed much
promise.

- The Bantam XV, captained by G. A. Ward, was unfortunate in
having much of its fixture list ¢ancelled owing to ground conditions,
no matches being plaved during the Easter Term, Of the four
matches played. Arnold were defeated at home, games being lost to
Arnold away, King Edward’s, Lytham, and Lancaster R.G.S. Owing
to the depleted fixture list the side did not make the progress hoped
for as a team, but much promise was revealed by .individuals.

The following played: G. A. Ward (Capt.), Halsall, Pickup,
Carmont, Goodenough, Jenkins, Mitchell, Parker, B. Smith, Haslam,
gzﬁ{anag}l, Lee, Robinson, Dickinson, Major, Singleton, Smithies and

illing, .

As regards the football in the forms and sets, there were a
number of exciting games and much good combined play. The
Lower V’s made the greatest progress, and on several occasions really
glimvses of great promise. There is not a great deal of ability in
the Upper and Lower IV’s, and at the moment they have not a very
good knowledge of the game. The most interesting sets, however,
were in the Third Forms. They played with great enthusiasm and
showed a keen desire to learn. and by the end of the first term there
were many stirring games to be seen,

In fact one can be reasonably optimistic about the future of
K.G.S. football. The greatest obstacle to good “football lies in the
nature of the playing fields, which get a lot of use and which get
very heavy as the season progresses, Next season wie hope to
extend another pitch so as to be able to play School matches on it,
and also to provide better changing and washing accommodation for
everyone. Even when these improvements have been carried out
there still remains a lot which could be done to provide the football
of the School with the facilities and amenities which other school

activities enjoy.

Honours:

Re-award of First XV Honours—A, A. Macpherson.
New award of PFirst XV Honours — C. M. McGinty,
_S. H, Wilcock, K. Thornton.

Colours:
Re-award: J. G, Sharples, J. M. Firth, J. T. Robson.
New award: S. T. Jenkins, P, B, Smith, W. E. Hancock,
: E. Waite, P, Barnes, A, Rigby.
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K.G.S. HARRIERS—1952

The Harriers have once again enjoyed a short but suecessful
season, only being beaten once in their four matches, and this was
a triangular run with Baines’ G.S. and Blackpool G.S.

The season opened on February 27th with a run at home,
when K.G.S. entertained Balshaws and beat them thoroughly, having
the first six men home, K.G.S., and all the team home in the first
ten. The captain; E. Waite, won the race.

K.G.S. were entertained by Balshaws G.S. after half-term on
8th March, and though not easily victors, the team were again
successful. In this run it was unlucky that Waite ruptured his
stomach muscles, and was put out of competitive running for the
rest of term, P, L, Jackson won the race. This race, however, was
a triangular run with Blackpool G.S. included; and who came second.

On March 15th, K.G.S. were visited by Baines G.S., and once
again K.G.S. won the day. but this time a member of the opposing
team won the race, P. L, Jackson being second.

The season terminated with another triangular fixture with
Baines’ G.S. and Blackpool G.S., at Poulton. K.G.S. came in third,
quite a way behind Baines’ G.S. but narrowly beaten by two points
by Blackpool G.S.

The Harriers have been antly backed up by the school, and this
keenness showed itself in the Seénior cross-country race, Whlch was
won by School House, "

Too much stress, however is not to be laid on individuals, as
the whole team has contributed to making this season sueccessful.

Colours:
Re-award: E. Waite, B. G. Spicer.
New award: P, L. Jackson, J, G. Sharples, J. N. Whalley,
W. E. Hancock, R, R. Gearing.

ATHLETICS

This year the school has had its most successful season since
1948 in the sphere of Athletics. There was keen competition for
standard points, and the number gained reflects all the more on the
hard effort shown, as.several standards were made more difficult

to achjeve.

At our own Sports, held on Saturday, 29th March, which
turned out to be the coldest and bitterest day possible for such an
occasion, it was not surprising that all records remained intact, save
one. This solitary event was throwing the javelin, in which J N.
Whalley achieved an excellent throw of 189 feet, which beat the
previous record by a comfortable 14 feet.

Although no track or jumping records were broken, many
valiant performances, primarily against the elements, were witnessed
by a courageous band of parents, friends, and Old Boys. In this
section, S. H. Wilcock’s all round performance in winning three
firsts and a second was the outstanding achievement. In the half
and mile events, B. G.. Spicer ran strongly to be first home in both
races., The g'eneral high standard of the Intermediate and Junior
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running, in spite of the adverse conditions was most heartening,
and promises well for the. future.

The School House were once more winners, but opposition
from Preston House proved formidable, as their Seniors :dominated

the results, and it was chiefly the formers’ lead in previous standard
points that decided the issue. Lytham House took third place, The
House Trophy and certificates were presented by E. Turner, Esq., a
former English Native Record Holder and Olympic and Empire

Games athlete.

INTER-SCHOOL SPORTS

This year, on May 14th, 1952, the Blackpool Sports were held
on the playing fields of Arnold_ School instead of at the normal
venue, Blackpool C.C. Ground. K.G.S. arrived with an optimistic
team who had ardently trained throughout the Easter recess, at
School, under the most valuable advice and attention of Mr. S. Crane
and Myi. J. B, Howells; the latter especially deserves every
expression of thanks and praise in this connection,. because he
willingly gave up. his time, and the team fortunately -did not lose
this benefit even though Mr. Howells had left the K.G.S. Staff.

The afternoon proved to be one of triumphs and disappoint-
ments. We failed in some events most expected to bring us points,-
but managed an all round performance to gain fourth place with 19
points, the third place eluding us by one point. -y

.. The team captain, S. H. Wilcock, specialised in the long jump,
in which he gained a winner’s medal, and also ran a good second in
the 220 yards.

We had a record breaker in C, M. McGinty, who threw the
discus a distance of over 114 feet with a standing throw only, a
feat for which he deserves our congratulations.

The remaining events in which K.G.S. gained places were the
hurdles, in which C. Thorp ran a good second pace, and .in the javelin
event, where J. N. Whalley gained third place. In the Junior events
the results promised well, as J. N, Parker, in the 100 yards, ran a
close second, and K, Crompton reached the final of -the 220 yards,
in which he achieved third place, '

SPOTLIGHT ON PERSONALITIES
A, RIGBY

« AIf” can be seen on the 1946 “ Panora ” photograph of the
school, not perhaps as the “small and rather timid little boy,” as he
describes himself, who had entered school by the east portal two
years earlier, but rather as a stolid, earnest little figure with a
slightly quizzical smile on his face as though the world were a little
puzzling but that he would do his best to understand it.

He has attempted to understand it in terms of art. Not for
him were retorts or test-tubes, the miasmas of the subjunctive, or
the mazes of equations and mathematical formulz. He always
l~nged to draw and set down with meticulous care the life and
beatty around him. “It is this urge,” he says, “ which enables me
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to see beauty in even the most commonplace object, since it is only
by drawing things that one.develops one s powers of observation.”

Later came a knowledge of, and a delight in, architecture, where art
is applied with strict rule. That life and beauty were real but very
earnest can be seen from Alf’s photo on the School group of 1949.
Standing on the threshold to the Sixth Form, and incidentally on the
back row of the photograph this time, he stares solemnly at the
camera and at the life ahead of him. Gone is the quizzical smile,
for a time. It will return with the reassurance and reorientation of

his work in the Sixth Form.

Life in the Sixth Form was a full one. As well as such
personal hobbies as fishing and philately, rugger and cricket, bad-
minton dand tennis claimed much of his time and his pleasure. One
of his proudest moments was when he was appointed Captain of
Cricket, following his appointment as Captain of the School in Sep-
tember, 1951. There was something undeniably English in Alf’s
steady walk out to the wicket from the pavilion, and in his determin-
ation to play the game as it should be played. He made brief
appearances on the stage, once in the School Play. He accepted the
numerous duties and responsibilities of Captain of the School and
fulfilled them nobly; he championed the art section of the Library in
Library Committee meetings.

Among his dislikes he affords pride of place to unmannerly
people, displays of bad manners at table or in public; he dislikes
pendantry -in_any shape or form, and finds slack, unreliable veople
intolerable. - He has successfully combatted - a nervousness arising
from a hesitaney -in the pronunciation of certain vowel combinations;
but this weakness, if it is one, is not surprising in a county where
within twenty or thirty miles Aughton, Claughton, and Broughton
can be pronounced in so many and so varied ways. He has con-
fessed that he thought he would never be able to read the morning
lesson at prayers. He exalts the minor pleasures of life, particularly
that of coming in to a warm meal and a crackling fire on a cold
winter’s night after cycling home in the wind and rain. We give
his_final thought, not only because it seems to sum up his character,
but because we believe he would like to pass it on to those who
follow in his footsteps through the School.

“1I: feel that if the people of to-day would work harder, play
harder and expect less in return, the world would be a far better

place than it is at the moment.”™

"BRITISH SHIP ADOPTION SOCIETY

Under this scheme the School is linked with an oil-tanker of
Athol Lines Ltd., “M.V., Athelchief.” The master, Captain W. A.
Meneight, and others of the ship’s company, write to the school
from time to time, and letters are sent in return. There follows
an extract from one-of Captain Meneight’s recent letters describing
“ Athelchief’s” passage through a Pa.c1ﬁc Ocean hurricane between

Panama and San Francisco.

“I1t was on this passage that I unfortunately encountered my
second hurricane in a year. Accordmg to the Sailing Directions for
that part of the world, only 'one hurricane had developed in that
particular month in nineteen years; they can now change it to two.
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: «J. suppose you are all thinking how exciting it must be to be
in a hurricane, with the wind screaming around and the rain, rain
no longer but ‘solid water mixed with fine salt spray, blown up by
the spiteful fury of a wind gone ‘mad. It is curious how ore’s
romantic outlook fades with the onus of responsibility. I was but
fifteen miles from shore when at last 1 hove the vessel to against the
combined onslaught of wind and sea,~and well I knew that, should
the wind blow on-shore, the ship would quickly blow there too. It
was a long anxious time up there on the bridge, holding the ship in
position with the wind and sea just on the bow,- wondering where
we were drifting; for currents below the surface run strong in a
hurricane. .

«The hurricane broke during the afternoon, and persisted
throughout the night and next day. Weather reports were con-
flicting as to the whereabouts of the centre, but from our own observ-
ations it was fairly obvious that, despite the reports which put the
centre some distance from us, we were not too far away from it.
As we were in what is known as the dangerous semi-circle, I
decided that 1 would. take a chance and run through the centre—
the worst part—to the navigable or clearing semi-circle.

« Don’t imagine me as a stern, stalwart figure. 1 was a cold,
wet, tired and miserable person, and the responsibility for forty-odd
lives, together with a ship worth at least a quarter of a million
pounds, hung heavy. upon me.

- - “So-at two o’cock in the afternoon Wwe ran with the wind.
Fortunately, being near the coast, the seas had not developed into
the gigantic and fear inspiring swell which runs out in the open
oceans. Between five and six p.m. the wind, as though furious of
being baulked of her plaything, blew with an even greater ferocity.
It was almost solid, and the visibility was down to nothing, just a
grey, opague mass ‘of fine driving spray and possibly rain—I could
not tell.. However, paradoxical it may seer, 1 was delighted with
this, for during the squalls the wind kept shifting in direction, and
it proved that we were passing the centre line into the good weather.

: « By eight o’clock that night I was able to leave the bridge,
although we were still running away from the storm centre. By
* midnight the stars were out, and the wind and sea were once more
in their right minds. The next day, when our position had been
ascertained, I worked back to check how far we had drifted. I
made it 119 miles in twenty-four hours in a direction which was, to
say the least, not what I had expected—an' indication of the intensity
of the storm.

“ The poor old ship was in a very sorry plight, although no
material damage had been done. Her red funnel was white with
driven salt spray, and her paintwork was streaked with rust. As a
sort of anti-climax.to it all. I found that my bedroom window (yes
window—not port) had had a faulty catch, and my bed, furniture
and clothes in the drawers had been soaked with water.”

THE BADMINTON SO CIETY

Chairmen: Mr. J. B. Howells, Mr. B. Coates.
. Treasurer: S. H. Wileock.
Committee: J. Hine, A. Rigby, J. N. Whalley, A. Shimmell.
At the beginning of this school year, the surviving stalwarts
of the Society, and many keen and enthusiastic debutants, invaded the
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gymnasium to vigorously “swipe” the shuttlecock over the net. The
membership now stands at 30, with a healthy waiting list at hand
ready to replace any vacancies that may arise.

This year seven boys were chosen to represent the school in
their matches; the first of which was an extremely absorbing and
tense struggle with oeur old (in the temporal sense!) undaunted
rivals—the staff, who were vanquished only by the odd game, The
team, S. H, Wilcock (capt.), J, Hine, ‘A. Rigby, J. N. Whalley, I. F.
Heslop, J. M. Firth, and G. W. Snipe, lost the two fixtures arranged
with Hutton G.S., the games being actually much closer than the
score perhaps suggested. Howevér, the season finished with a flare
when first the badminton, and then a handball challenge, from an
energetic and agile, but rather out of practice Old Boys’ team, was
overcome. We here express our gratitude for their share in render-
ing the evening such a success.

The Badminton Society in particular suffered a great loss when
Mr. Howells left K.G.S. We cannot over-estimate the value of his
experience, coaching and enthusiasm to the welfare and rapid pro-
gress of the club of which, of course, he was the original instigator.
We also lost in January the willing, dapable services of our secretary,
J. Hine, to whom, with Mr, Howells, we extend our sincere good
wishes for the future,

Despite the increased prices of all our requirements we finished
the season with a balance of 17/-,

LIBRARY.

Chairman: Mr. Norwood.
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Laughton, Mr, Williams,
Secretary: J. D. Swarbrick. Treasurer: H. M. Marsh.

A. Rigby, J. R. Lance, R. A. Nash, J. G. Sharples,
E. G. Thomson, J, Humphries, E. Waite.

In the short time which has elapsed since a Library report last
appeared in these pages much has happened. A new scale of fines
has been introduced. A book rack has been bought and now holds
the new books which are finding their way into the Library. Work
has been done in the Junior Library. Only one job remains to be
completed before this Library can be re-opened. Unfortunately this
is a slow task on which only one person can work at a time. It is
however, receiving attention at every opportunity, and we must ask
Juniors to be patient just a little longer.

So much for things actually achieved at the present time. We
are still working hard on the old, unending job of preparing new
books for the shelves. Some of this.year’s intake are already in the
Library. Many more will be there before these words appear in
print. Another task which seems endless, the writing of cards for
the Card Index, is proceeding apace, but more of that anon!

Of plans for the future there is little to report. In the first
place it is advisable to issue a warning that the suspension system
has not been abolished. The_ Black Book is still there for any
librarian- who. wishes to use it. We have been very pleased to notice
that during the Summer Term, up to the time of writing, there has
been no cause to usé it. Before very long we expect to have a
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special frame to hold the rolls of fines receipts. The old books
are to be stored in the School -Office, and some of the more interesting
of them will form the subject of displays on Open Days.

Now a word about Card Indexes. Even the least observant of
library users can hardly have failed to notice that for some time
past there has been standing about in the Library a set of four legs
with nothing on top but a hole. The peculiar “chest of drawers”
which used to stand on those legs contains our Card Index. When
it returns it will contain two indexes—the Author Index, with which
some of you will already be familiar, and the Subject Index, in which
books are listed in the order of their classification numbers, The
object of all this is not to provide the Librarians with something to
do, but to help you find the books you want. If you know the
author and title of a book, and wish to find out whether it is in the
Library, all you have to do is look for its card in the Author Index,
which is arranged in alphabetical order of authors’ names. At the
top right hand corner of the card you will find two numbers. One
of these consists entirely of figures; this is of no use except to
Librarians. The other consists of a letter followed by a few figures;
this is the Classification number of the book. The letter refers-to a
large subject group as indicated on the chart on the wall, the subject
groups can be located by means of the labels at the tops of the
stacks, and within each group the books are arranged in numerical
order. The Subject Index is provided to enable you to find what
books on any particular subject we -possess. Here the process is
reversed; you start from the Classification number which refers to
the subject in which you are interested, the cards are arranged in
alphabetical and numerical order of Classification numbers. Guide
cards are inserted at intervals to help you find your subject.

Statistics for this year up to the end of May:—
Total issues 1,260, average DPer session 30.

Totals by subjects:

Religion, Philosophy and Sociology, 73; History, 152; English,
92; French and other Modern Languages, 14; Classics, 7; Maths. and
Physics, 76; Chemistry, 50; Biology, 153; Popular Science, b8;
English Heritage, 17; Geography, 138; Farming, 13; Art, 132; Musie,
6; Sport,. 48; Photography. 31; _Hopbbies, 37; Travel, #2; Modern
Fiction, 139; Standard Fiction, 82; Miscellaneous *2.

[# The Travel and Miscellaneous sections were abolished in December
i951. Books from these sections are now to be found in other parts

of the library.]

RUGBY FOOTBALL RESULTS—1951-52

1st XV—

~ Date ‘Opponents Ground Res. For A

Oct. 3—v. Rossall ond XV, at Kirkham ...........coeeee Won 47— 3
,, 6—v. Balshaws G.S. at Leyland ..... A Lost 3—11
cyy M1V KE.S. at Lytham ...cccieeriinnaes Won 14— 0,
20—V Arnold at Blackpool .....ccoeoceciiemenieinann Drew 6— 6
., 24— Blackpool G.S. at Kirkham ...ccocevvevenenenene Lost 15—27

Nov. 17—v. Old BOYS  ceevernsesnrasarnmessnnmimnenconsensanes Lost 8—18
' 91—v, Preston G.S. at Kirkham ...cocoeeveiieneens Won 18— 3

»
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Nov. 28—v, K.E.S, at Kirkham .......cc..ccvvviveinvnennnens Won 9— 0

Dec. 1—v. Blackpool at Blackpool ........................ Lost 5— 9
» 8—v. Preston at Preston ..............cc.iininnnen Cancelled
» 15—v, Fleetwood G.S. at Fleetwood ............... Drew 13—13
Jan. 30—v, Hutton G.S. at Kirkham ..................... Cancelled
Feb. 9—v. Hutton G.S. at Hutton .................... .. Cancelled
,, 16—v. Balshaw G.S. at Kirkham .................. Cancelled
2nd XV—
Sep. 29——v K.E.S, at Lytham .......ccccctviiniinininenenn.n.. Won 32— 3
Oct. . Balshaws G.S. at Klrkham .................. Won 30— 5
- 17—v "K.E.S. at Lytham ...... T S Won 57— 0
sy 20—v. Arnold at Kirkham .......covcvvivivvinnnnnnn, Won 25— 3
» 24—v, Blackpool G.S. at Blackpool .................. Won 26— 6
Dec. 1—v. Arnold at Blackpool ................. eveevana Lost 6—15
Feb. 16—v. Balshaws G.S. at Leyland .............. ..... Cancelled
Colts XV—
Oct. 13—v, K.E.S. at Lytham ........ccccoviininn.., Lost 0— 8
» 20—v, Arnold at Blackpool ..........cocceevvininnnninn, Lost 0—44
Nov. 10—v, K.E.S, at Kirkham .....ccccovviiiiivvnnennnnnn.. Won 27— 0
Dec. 1—v. Hutton G.S. at Hutton ......ccvvevvinvinnnnnnns, Lost 38— 5
» 8—v, Blackpool G.S. at Kirkham ............... Cancelled
» 10—v, Preston G.S. at Preston .................. Cancelled
Jan. 26—yv. Blackpool G.S. at Blackpool ............... Cancelled
Feb. 2—v. Arnold at Kirkham .....ocvviviiieiinninnnnn... Lost 0—16
»  9—v. Hutton G.S. at Kirkham .................. Cancelled
Bantams XV—
Oct. 6—v. Arnold at Blackpool .....ocovvveevveviinennnnn.n. Lost 0—24
» 13—v. Arnold at Kirkham ........cvvvvvvevvennnnnnns, Won 6— 3
» 16—v. Lancaster R.G.S. at Kirkham ............... Lost 3—27
Nov 24—v, Hutton G.S. at Kirkham .................. Cancelled
Dec. 1—v. K.E.S. at Lytham .......cccovviviiinninenn.n., Lost 38— 6
» 8—v. Blackpool G.S. at Blackpool ............ Cancelled
» 26—v, Blackpool G.S. at Kirkham ............... Cancelled
Feb. 9-—v, Hutton G.S. at Hutton ..........ecevon.n... Cancelled

ATHLETIC SPORTS 1952

Events:
Senior Shot.—1, W. E. Hancock (L); 2, C, M. McGinty (L); 8,

A. A. Macpherson (K) i, Distance 36ft. 93 in.
Inter Shot.—1, K. Cookson (K); 2, T. Kn‘by (K). 8, J. W,

Parker (F) .......................................... Distance 35ft. 10in.
100 yds, (Semor) —1, H. Wileock (P); 2, J. M. Firth (P);

3, W. Charlty (S) Time ....cocoveveviiviiinninn.... 10.4/5 secs.
100 yds. (Inter).—1, J. V. Parker (F); 2, K. Crompton (A);

3, J. Butcher (F) Time ..ocooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e, 12 secs.
100 yds. (Junior).—1, D. T. Bowe (L); 2, W T. Kaye (8S); 3,

K. Rydmg (F). Time ...cccoiiiiiiiiinininnin. 13.1/5 secs.
Javelin—1, J. N. Whalley (8); 2, P. Jackson (S); 8, J. M.

Firth (P) .................................... Distance 139ft. (Record)



Hl_gh Jump (Senior).—1, J. D. Bullock (S); 2, J. G. Sharples

(8); 8, G. W, Snape (P) .............................. R Height 5ft.
High Jump (Junior).—1, D. T. Bowe (L); 2, E. Sidebottom

(8); 8, A. Lean (A) ..coovvrvnvinniiinininnnine., Height 3ft. 11lin.
High Jump (Inter) —1; K. Parklnson (1) 2 B. Broadbent

(K); 8, J. V. Parker (F) ...coocoiiiiiiiniin Height 4ft. Tin.
880 yds (Senior).—1, B. G. Splcer P); 2, J N Whalley (S);

, J. O. Bullock (S) Time ...... eeresesiseaahairenns 2 mins, 11 secs.
220 yds (Senior).—1, J. M. Firth (P); 2, G. W Snape (P); 3,

P. Jackson (S). TiMe .icovriieiiriiireiiiiiiiniiiieiiiiii. 27 secs.
220 yds (Junior).—1, W, T. Kaye (S) 2 D T, Bowe (L); 8,

J. Singleton (K). Time .liciiiiiiiiiiiienriiininaain. i 31 4/5 secs.
220 yds. (Inter).—1, J. V. Parker (F) 2 K Crompton (A); 3,

J. Butcher (F'). Time .i...iivvipineiiimnmmiiieeieerieiiinin. 98 secs.
1 Mile (Inter).—1, L. Herrington (K) 2 J Eaten (F); 3,{

Brook (8). T1me TP PPURRL R VRIPOUPMIRE B 4414 ¢ I 25 secs.
Long Jump-. (Junior).—1, J. H Swift’ (K), 2, D. T. Bowe (L); .

'8, W. T. Kaye (S); 3 K. Bennet (A). ......... Distance 13ft. 3in.
Long Jump (Semor) —1, H, Wilcock. (P) -2, W, B. Charity

(S); 3, P. Jackson (S) .................. veeers Distance 19ft, 0fin.
Long Jump (Inter).—1, K. Crompton (A) 2, J. Butcher (F);

3, P. F. Johnstone (S). ....ccceoiniiiviin Distance 15ft. 3zin.
Discus.—1,-C. M. McGinty (L) 2, A. A, Macpherson (K); 3, J.

G. Sharples (S BE. . ol ne o e s e e e oo Distance 106ft. 3in.
440 yds. (Senjor).—I, S. H. Wilcock (P);. 2 J N Whalley (S);-

3, A, ngby (F). Time ..ccvvvrnvniniiiiiiiniviiiiienseiennn, '56.2/5- secs.
880 yds (Inter).—1, M. Hatcher (F) 2 D Goodenough (S);

3, D, Halsall (K) Time ©.vovieiiiniiiiiiininin, 2 min, 29.2/5 secs.
1 Mile (Senior).—1, B. G. Spicer_(P); 2, E. ‘Waite (L); 3, R.

R. Gearing (P) TiINE ieiiiireinaiannenrinessoinnennn 5 min. 17 secs.
Hurdles: '
100 yds (Junior).—1, D Wood (L); 2, E. Sidebottom (S);

, W. T. Kaye (S) TImME .o e ciiiiiiiianaaes 18.4/5 secs.
110 yds (Inter).—1, J. Butcher (F); 2, J. Garstang (A); 3,

B. Bargh () TR 1 T S 18 1/5 secs.
120 yds (Senior), M B C. Thorp (S) 2, S. H Wllcock (P) 3,

. W. Snape (P) TiMe .coevvvrrisiimmnnisinnniiiii, 17.3/5 secs.

House Relays:. - .-
Junior.—1, Kirkham; 2, Lytham; 3, School. Time ... 1 min, 31 secs.

. Inter. —1, Ashton; 2, Fylde; 3, School. Time ...... -1 min, 17.3/5 secs.

Senior.—1, Preston; 2, School; 3, Ashton. Time .. 1 min. 11.4/5 secs.

POINTS GAINED BY HOUSES

Figures in parenthesis represent Standard points gained:
School: 214 (100). - Preston: 174 (70).. Lytham: 106 (45).
Fylde: 98 (B85),  Kirkham: 95 (B5). Ashton: 84 (58).
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HOUSE RECORDS:

HOUSE OFFICIALS'

Ashton Hquse.—;C}%pgain: H. M. Marsh. Prefects_: P. J. Barnes, R. C.
*T. " Hyde |

Fylde, House.—Captain: A. Rigby. Prefects: E. G. Thomson, J. D.

' S0 Swarbrick, J. C. Copley, J. Humphreys, '

Kirkham House.—Captain: A. A, MacPherson.  Prefects: J.
' McCredie, G. W, Humber. '

Lytham House.—Captain: R. A. Nash.” Prefects: E. Waite, C. M.
McGinty, A, Burke, R. S. Fanshawe, W. E, -Hancock,
J. R. Lance. S e
Preston House—Captain: P. S. Aikman. Prefects: 'S. T.--Jenkins,
' - P. B; Smith, B: G.. Spicer, 8. H. Wilgock. -~
School House—Capthin: M. L. Hobson; Prefects: J. T. Robson, J. G.
: Sharples, C.' 0. Matthews.

5.-’\ - e

THE HOUSES -

School House have shown their superiority by a remarkable
succession of victories. It is true that a replay was necessary. after
a thrilling drawn battle with Preston House.in the Final of the
Senior Rugby competition, but -the Running Cup was wrested. from
Preston by sheer grit and stamina. : A comfortable margin’ of -stand-
ard points-and successes in_such senior events: as the Javelin and
the High Jump by .Whalley and Bullock respectively, and a good
crop of 2nds and 3rds once again secured the Athletic Cup for the
House. S 3 A K ' . N

Preston House were good runners-up in all these events... The
seniors in the House set a high standard which ‘it is hoped the
junior members will emulaté. - In the Athletic .Sports, Wilcock
proved to be a tower of strength by winning the Long Jump “and the
440 yards and the 100 yards. The House will greatly miss: Spicer
and Firth, who between them won the mile, the 880, and 220 yards.
That the House took second place to! School House inh all events .save
the Hand-ball, in which it beat School House iz the Final, shows the
determination” and endeavour-of the House, ag-a whole, and the wise

leadership displayed.! . TR

Whilst not particilarly suceessful in either Rugby or Runming,
Lytham House finished third in the Athletic Sports, thanks to the
efforts of Hancock and McGinty in putting the shot ahd McGinty’s
discus throw. The House will miss these men of might, .~ .

The supreme achievement of Fylde House \fVas the winning
of the Junior Rugby Cup. There if‘ distinet pronyse in the Inter-
mediate and Junior sections of the House;7though there :is”still a
tendency to rely on the efforts of the same few members. :

Ashton Housiﬂ was most unfertunate to lose the support of
its Housemaster, Mt. Howells, so soon after he had taken over the
House. There was, too, a change of House Captain, in the middle
of the School year. .The Junior Rugby team “were only beaten in
the final by Fylde after -a keen struggle, so that with -steady
encouragement and keen endeavour from all its members, the House

er b m s el
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may look forward to a brighter future. It welecomes Mr., H. B.

Wiison as Housemaster.
Kirkham House was most unfortunate to lose narrowly to
Preston House, the winners, in the 1st round of the Handball com:

petition, and similarly to lose by a narrow margin to School House

in the 1st round of the Rugby competition.

In all events there has been keen rivalry between the Houses.
Superiority in any gection has only come with the extra effort, a
seemingly impossible effort sometimes, and not with native or innate
ability. Success is not marked only by first places but by the
endeavour of each individual to do his best for his House.

HOUSE RUGBY FOOTBALL COMPETITION

SENIOR:
Preston 45
V. Preston 32
Fylde v, Preston (8) 0)
Ashton 6. |l
v. SCHOOL
Kirkham 0 )
School 16 v. i School (3) 6
V. Qchool 11
Lytham 3
JUNIOR: U
School - ,
Y. Ashton
Ashton v. Ashton 31
Kirkham
v, FYLDE
Fylde 3 |
Lytham v. j»
_ v. Lytham Fylde 6 )
i Préston
HOUSE HANDBALL COMPETITION
! SENIOR: :
! Fylde
V. School
School V. School 9 -
Ashton
V. PRESTON
Lytham 5}
Kirkham 15 ] . V. Jk Preston 15
v, Preston 8
Preston 25 _
JUNIOR: i 2
Kirkham :
v. Kirkham 1
Ashton v. J\ Fylde
Fylde
V. FYLDE
Lytham ] l]'
Preston . v. . ' School
A School
School

INTER-HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
School — 52 Preston — T3 Lytham — 84
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R.6.S. Olh Boys' Aggociation
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN

We believe that all who read the Kirkhamian will be pleased
to see in print the short address given by the late Rev. Cresswell
Strange at the service of unveiling and dedication; of the War
Meémorial to those who fell in the 1939-45 war. It forms as it were
the spiritual legacy of a great headmaster who expended the greater
part of his life in the service of the school he loved so well.

“ We meet to-day to honour those of our school who gave
their lives in service in the recent war. They were lovely and
pleasant in their lives, and they have been taken from those who
love them in the prime and perfection of life. Those Holy Words
of our great Example, ¢ Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends,” are true of them, and no
words can increase or diminish their glory. It is difficult to get a
true perspective of life. We measure it so often in length of days,
not in quality of living.

“ All the names on this tablet are of those: who, a few years
ago; were boys enjoying the - fullness of school life here. Over and
over again, when news of casualties came to us, I felt, “The best
are taken.’ They were boys, who, in their school life, had such a
measure of success that they seemed ‘hall-marked’ to, as we say,
‘go far. I believe that, in the truest sense, they have ‘ gone far/’
and that no length of days, or brilliance or success in any walk of
life could have brought them greater glory. They have not grown

~ old as we that are left grow old. Age shall not weary them.

“ For those who love them, especially their dearest and best,
yours is a grief and sorrow which nond but those who know it can
understand. Your boy’s old school asks you to allow us to share
your sorrow by the reiteration of our love and respect for your loved
one. I and Mrs. Strange have always remembered, and still continue
to remember, these dear sons of K.G.S. and those dear to them. They
were, and are, very dear to us. Let us remember that they are
safe; that their race, though short, was well run, and they are alive
for evermore. Death hath no dominion over them.

« These names are now to most of the present generation of
K.G.S. only names, but what this tablet stands for must ever be an
inspiration to the school, a reminder of the purpose of true life, to
give faithful service to God and to our fellow-men.

“ What a hall of sacred memories this hall has become ! I
remember seeing it rise from the foundations. I remember the
dedication of the first war memorial, thirty years ago. To-day we
add one more sacred and inspiring memorial.

¢ This school, with its long history of more than four hundred
vears; has a mighty roll call. I often think of the vast army of
K.G.S. beyond the veil. They with us are one. What a mighty
heritage we have, what a challenge to be worthy of themj whose
faithful service unto death has endowed our life!”
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THE REVEREND CRESWELL STRANGE, M.A, J.P.

(Mr. Strange died at Warwick on Monday, 21st April, 1952, and
Mrs, Strange ten days later, on ‘Thursday, 1st May. They were
buried at Coley Parish Church, Hipperholme, Nr. Halifax.)

Three years ago, when K.G.S. was celebrating its quarter
centenary, as part of the celebrations a service was held on the
Sunday morning in Kirkham Parish Church, when Mr, Strange was
the preacher. In the course of his sermon he said that K.G.S. had

been in existence for 400 years, and proudly asserted that he had

known the school and had been closely concerned with its activities
for more than one-tenth of that time. The thought occurred that
that was indeed a noble claim, and one wondered if any single one of
our numerous founders and benefactors, whom we piously remember
on Founders’ Day each year, could have made a like boast, Now,
after only seven brief years of retirement, he is gone, and K.G.S. and
the wide communitv of its Old Boys is the poorer for his going.

After Uppingham and Oxford he came to Kirkham in 1906 as
Classical Master, and also to revive the sporting life of the school.
That was, of course, before the present school was built, and Mr.
Strange spent some time as resident housemaster under Mr. Walton
“down at the old school’. During that time he developed for Mr.
Walton a respect and admiration which never wavered, and for
almost the rest of his time in Kirkham he scarcely ever made a
public speech without paying a sincere tribute to his predecessor.
Perhaps Mr. Strange was inspired by Mr. Walton’s feat of building
‘the new school’ when, in 1938, he had the new wing built and opened
by the Master of the Worshipful Company of Drapers. In 1912,
having married in 1908, he left Kirkham and took the living of
Singleton, where he conducted the affairs of the parish for only three
or four years when the outbreak of the Great War caused him to
seek the permission of his Bishop to enlist as a combatant. In
later years he used to tell how, along with a large party of Kirkham
men,; he marched to Preston to enlist in the Loyal North Lancashire
Regiment. When, at the end of the war, Mr. Walton suddenly died,
Mr. Strange was appointed to succeed him, and so, in 1919, he
returned to K.G.S. as Headmastery a position he was to hold until
his retirement in 1945. '

Most people will probably agree that as a Headmaster his
outstanding quality- was his strength. He knew what he wanted
and he knew the way he was going to attain his objective, and
though whilst he was making up his mind he would listen to the
ovinions of all, once his decision was' finally reached he was inflexible.
He left no one in ignorance of his precise wishes; not only the
immediate K.G.S. community but also  parents- were expected to
know and to do the right thing. The story is told of how Mr. Strange
was once overheard upbraiding an over-indulgent parent who had
transgressed the school rules by surreptitiously smuggling tuck into
the school premises for her boarder-son. Another annual occasion
when he almost invariably came to loggerheads with some parent or
other was on Speech Day, when mothers would insist on bringing
babes into the already overcrowded Hall, which babes would almost
certainly begin to squall before the end of the proceedings. -After
one such incident Mr. Strange remarked with a considerable amount
of feeling “ I must say, I have a lot of sympathy with King Herod’s
point of view, 4
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His intense loyalty to everybody and everything connected
with K.G.S. will long be remembered. Boys, Old Boys, Masters and
domestic staff were always regarded as personal friends, and if in
trouble were assured of the whole-hearted support of Mr, Strange.
Also, he had the knack of seeing right to the core of a difficulty and
of knowing the right course to take or the right person to see in
order to set matters right. As an example of this one might tell
the story of when, he being the Chairman of the Council, the edict
went forth from Whitehall that Kirkham was scheduled to be reduced
to the status of a Rural District Council. Nothing daunted by this
decision, he led a deputation to the Ministry of Health and accom-
plished the virtually impossible by cajoling the Ministry to reverse
its decision and to allow Kirkham to retain its status of an Urban
District Council. He was adept in using a slight touch of sentiment
or drama to flavour an occasion. Especially well-remembered is the
phrase with which, year after year, he used to end the two-minutes’
silence on Armistice Day: ‘“ Haul up the flag, Mr. Salisbury.”

: Perhaps the most remarkable feature of Mr. Strange’s teach-
ing was his vigour. When he was plying his trade in the old Fifth
Form room (now Room 3) the whole neighbourhood was aware of his
exact location, and no visitor, master or boy ever needed to enquire
where he ‘was. Truly memorable was the remarkable tour-de-force
he would put up each vear when, in a last session with the Fifth
before their S.C, Latin, he would translate in a loud voice the whole
of their two set books, a feat which demanded more than two hours
of continuous declamation. - Besides being vigorous he was also
invigorating, and many Old Boys will testify to the stimulus and
interest he gave to their studies His versatility was also noteworthy,
He taught at different times Latin, Greek, Scripture and French, and
once told how, during the early days of the war, when he was doing
temporary work at a neighbouring school, he taught Nature Study
for a term by having recourse to the well-seasoned old trick of
keeping just one lesson in front of the class, His interest in Games,
especially Cricket, was amazing, and all readers of these lines will-
recall the ¢ post mortems’ delivered from the rostrum the morning
after a school team had been beaten. Apparently he argued in this
way—winning at games was a matter of Character; K.G.S. boys were
ipso facto of better character than boys of other schools; therefore
it was altogether reasonable to expect that we should usually, if not
always, win. Cricketers will remember how, when a school match
was showing ominous signs of turning into an ignominious defeat,
he would leave the pavilion and slowly stride back up to school with
head jutting forward and hands clasped behind his back, as if to infer
that the debakcle -he was leaving was much too painful to be observed.
Certain it is that his great confidence in, and high expectations of,
K.G.S. teams made them pull out just that little bit extra and made
us for years more than a match for several bigger schools,

Of his interest in. Old Boys it is perhaps superfluous to write.
He was the founder and first president of the K.G.S. 0Old Boys’
Association, and he was at his best when, each year at the Annual
Dinner, -he used to propose so eloquently and inspiringly the toast
of ¢ The School’ What is certainly not so well known is the extra-
ordinary kindness Mr. and Mrs, Strange extended to Old Boys who
were down on their luck. In the 1930s, during the years of depression,
several Old Boys lived in the School House until they were able to
get on their feet again, and some were helped with gifts of money.
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The kindness and affection with which Old Boys regarded Mr, and
Mrs. Strange is shown by the fact that during their seven years’
retirement scarcely a week passed without a visit from an Ol Boy
or an Old Boy’s boy friend. It was remarkably significant and
appropriate that his last appearance in Kirkham, and the last public
act of his life, was to come to school on that bitterly cold Friday at
the end_of March, and to unveil the memorial to those of his boys who
died in the late war. Those who attended the service and heard the
moving and beautifully fitting address he gave will never forget
their last experience of the apt eloquence and strong personality of

the man who was S0 genuinely proud of K.G.S.

Though these lines have dealt almost wholly with Mr. Strange,
one feels that it would be wrong not fo associate Mrs, Strange with
almost every tribute paid. For nearly thirty years they controlled
the affairs of K.G.S. together; one the scholastic and the other the
domestic. Every Old_Boy must remember how the peroration of
the Housemaster’s address to the Governors on Speech Day always
contained a most touching acknowledgement of the great help received
from Mrs. Strange during the preceding year. They “ were lovely
and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided.”

His all-too-short retirement was made_ very happy by several
activities; by the frequent visits of old Kirkham friends, by his
appointment by his old college to be a governor of a Warwick School;
bv the great delight he took in working his large garden, but, above
all; by his much-loved work as a member of the Committee of the
Warwickhire C.C.C., and his delight when last vear Warwickshire

won the County Championship was “unbounded. One feels he went
out on the crest of the wave,
b . . the elements.

So ‘mixed in him that Nature might stand up
And say to all the world, “This was a MAN ’!”

(At the Annual General Meeting of the Old Boys’ Association held
on May 3rd. a special sub-committee was formed under the chairman-
ship of H. F. Tomlinson to consider the question of a memorial to

Mr. Strange).
OLD BOYS’ SUCCESSES

J. S. Mills (1940-49—2nd Class Hons. LL.B. (Law), Liverpool

University.

J. J. Gardner (1942-49)—2nd Class Hons. LL.B. (Law) Manchester
University.

W. Woodhead (1989-45)—2nd Class Hons. B.Se. Zoology, Liverpool
University.

E. Flegg—N.D.D, (Nat. Diploma in Design); A.T.D. (Art Teachers’
Diploma), Liverpool College of Art.

J. C. Armstrong (1939-44)—N.D.D., Liverpool College of Art

J. Middlehurst (1942-49)—2nd Class Hons. B.Se., General Science,
Manchester University.

J. R. Stevenson——"Final Exam of Institute of Chartered Accountants.
26
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This list is as complete as our present information allows.
We would be glad to hear of successes omitted from the above list.

The Secretary of the Old Boys’ Association would welcome any
news from Old Boys that might be included in the few pages of
0.B.’s news in the Kirkhamian or in the annual K.G.S. Chronicle,

EDITORIAL NOTICES

“The Kirkhamian ” is the Magazine of Kirkham Grammar
School, and is conducted by the boys.

The Editors solicit literary contributions and general
correspondence. All contributions should be written clearly on one
side of the paper only, the name and Form- of the contributor should
be added, and the approximate number of words in the contribution
should be stated at the top of the first page.

No notice can be taken . of anonymous -correspondence.
Contributors may; if they prefer it, send in their names in separate
envelopes, which will not be opened unless the contributions are
accepted.  When the contributor's name is not intended for publi-
cation his ‘nom-de-plume’ should be enclosed as well,

The “ Kirkhamian ” is published twice during the school year,
and is available for Old Boys and other friends, as well as for

"~ present members of the School.

Applications for advertising space are to be -made to the
Secretary, Kirkham Grammar School, Kirkham, Lancashire.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Editors have been glad to receive the following
contemporary magazines:—

The Lancastrian (Lancaster Royal Grammar School) ... July, 1951
The Lidunian (King Edward VII School, Lytham) ... July, 1951
The Lidunian (King Edward VII School, Lytham) ... March, 1952
The Arnoldian (Arnold School, Blackpool) ... Spring Term, 1952
The Arnoldian (Arnold School, Blackpool) ... Summer Term, 1952
The Rossallian (Rossall School) — ...... vee «ee ... March, 1952
The Hoghtonian (Preston Grammar School) ... ... January, 1952
The Magazine (Queen Mary School, Lytham) ... ... April, 1952
The Park School Magazine ... ... ...  ...... wes ... May, 1952

The Magazine (Elmslie Girls’ School, Blackpool) Summer Term, 1952 _
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‘Most Parents bring their

Children

to JOHN MANNERS for their School
~ (Clothing

|

'|

| i 1. AN o
" \_L e Through the years, parents have
R . A, come - to recognise the excellent quality of
= John Manners School Clothing, and to appreciate
ijon of Children’s

that only- a firm specialising in t}}e producti
Clothing can produce garments so economically which fit snugly -and
School Outfits are

look smart throughout their very long life. _
available for all the principal local schools, and special stocks are
available for the Boys of Kirkham Grammar School.

" JOHN MANNERS

LRI M AT Es

83, FISHERGATE, PRESTON. Tel. 49%6. &



APPOINTED
- Joint Official Outfitters

for School Uniform
and General Clothing

GILBERT TAYLOR
13-15 GARDEN STREET

Telephone 569

The Mitre Printing Co.. Ltd., Henley Wood Road, Burnley




